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HAT  to  make  fure  of  life  eternal,  is  the  one  necefTary  bufinefs, 
that  we  fons  of  death  have  to  do  in  this  world,  and  without  which, 
all  our  time  here  is  worfe  than  loft,  every  enlightened  mind  will 
eafily  acknowledge.  This  prefent  life  being  by  the  rule  of  it,  ap¬ 
pointed  but  to  this  end,  to  be  preparation-time,  fpent  in  a  continual 
care  to  make  ready,  that  we  might  have  a  good  meeting  with  him 
who  (hall  be  feen  in  this  air  one  day.  And  whether  we  look  up  to 
heaven,  or  down  to  hell  ;  whether  we  refledl  upon  our  own  immortal 
fouls,  or  turn  our  eyes  toward  the  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  of  that  God 
in  Chrift  with  whom  we  have  to  do  ;  whether  we  pace  over  the  time 
between  this  and  judgment-day,  or  fend  our  thoughts  to  view  the 
eternity  that  is  to  follow  after.  All  things  put  a  neceffity,  a  folemnity, 
a  glory  upon  this  work. 

But  difficilia  quae  pulchra:  It  is  one  of  the  oracles  uttered  by  our 
Lord  with  his  own  mouth,  u  Strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way 

that  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it.”  It  is  not  fo 
eafy  a  thing  to  get  to  heaven,  nor  fo  broad  a  way  thither,  as  the 
flight  and  loofe  opinions  of  fome,  and  practices  of  more  would  make  it, 
nor  as  the  carnal  hearts  of  all  would  have  it.  Though  that  (it  it  be 
examined)  is  the  common  fcope  of  ail  erroneous  conceits  (and  how 
reftleily  have  the  corrupt  minds  of  men  laboured  theiein  m  all  ages, 
and  do  in  thefe  our  days)  to  widen  the  way  to  life,  to  break  down 
the  boundaries  of  this  narrow  path,  and  make  it  broader  than  ever 
God  made  it.  Man’s  carnal  heart  finds  itfelf  pinioned  and  ftraitened 
in  the  way.  (the  good  old  way  of  effectual  faith  and  obedience)  that 
God  has  laid  out;  hence  it  breaks  out  on  this  hand  and  on  that*  and 
.will  rather  pluck  up  the  ancient  land-marks  of  God’s  truth,  than  not 
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maice  it  broader.  The  gofpel  will  not  afford  men  a  way  broad 
enough,  unlefs  tne  law  be  quite  removed  (not  only  as  a  covenant, 
but  as  a  commanding  rule  of  life  too)  and  laid  flat  like  an  old  hedge, 
that  they  may  go  over  it  at  pleafure,  and  not  attend  it  any  further 
than  their  fpirit  lifteth.  Juft  ideation  by  faith  is  too  narrow  a  path, 
unlefs  they  may  be  juftified  before  and  without  faith,  it  is  not  free 
enough  ;  they  complain  of  it,  as  if  it  laid  them  under  a  covenant  of 
works.  Conditional  promifes  are  of  too  ftraight  a  flze,  they  muft  be 
all  abfolute,  and  give  us  peace  without  any  qualification  in  us,  or  elfe 
they  are  not  large  enough.  To  be  folicitous  about  fan&ification 
and  inherent  grae’e,  is  too  troublefome ;  to  feek  God  diligently 
in  the  ufe  of  all  means,  in  a  dally  and  hearty  performance  of 
holy  duties,  in  a  ftri&  fan&ifying  of  fabbaths,  in  conftant  watchful- 
nefs,  &c.  this  mult  be  laid  by,  as  a  legal  buftnefs.  And  if  the  Spirit 
immediately  will  aeft  us  and  carry  us,  in  a  bed  of  eafe,  to  heaven, 
without  troubling  us  to  ad  and  ftriv-,  well  and  good;  otherwife  men 
will  fhake  hands  with  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  run  adrift  before 
their  own  corruptions.  But  when  all  ftones  are  turned,  the  way  to 
heaven  is  and  will  be  found  to  be  a  ftraight  way :  truth  has  faid,  it 
is  fo  ;  and  it  is  not  all  the  notions  of  men  that  will  make  it  otherwife. 
And  hence  thofe  folemn  counfels  of  the  feripture,  u  Work  out  your 
u  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling. — Give  all  diligence  to  make  ail 
cc  fure. — Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate. — So  run  that  you  may 

obtain,”  See.  though  they  be4  little  attended  by  the  loofenefs  of 
thefe  times,  yet  they  are  of  endiefs  moment  and  ufe,  and  had  need 
be  awfully  regarded  by  all  that  love  their  everlafting  peace. 

He  therefore  that  is  in  earned:  about  this  great  bufinefs,  will  be 
glad  of  any  good  help  to  guide  him  in  this  way,  this  ftraight  way 
to  life.  And  though  there  be  many  choice  helps  herein  already 
extant,  in  the  precious  labours  of  fundry  of  the  Lord’s  faithful 
fervants,  for  which  this  age  has  caufe,  on  bended  knees,  to  blefs  the 
Lord;  and  which  will  be  fuch  a  teftimony  againft  the  wantonnefs 
thereof,  as  it  will  never  be  able  to  anfwer:  yet  of  thofe  that  do 
clearly,  particularly,  lively  and  fearchingly  difeover  and  mark  cut 
this  ftraight  way,  with  the  feveral  practical  turns  thereof,  and  fhew 
where  they  that  mifs  of  the  end  at  laft,  do  turn  out  or  it,  although 
they  go  far  therein  ;  of  thofe  that  pilot  us,  when  we  come  into  the 
narrow  channel,  unto  the  very  point  of  entrance  into  life,  and  fhew  us 
the  rocks  and  ffi  >al$  on  either  hand  diftinftly;  of  thefe  (I  fay)  there 
is  not  too  great  a  number.  For  to  fpeak  any  good  and  ufeful  truths, 
is  good  and  commendable;  but  yet  it  is  another  and  a  further  matter 
to  hold  the  candle  to  the  poor  people  of  God  (even  to  the  meaneft) 
to  light  them  to  heaven,  or  to  take  the  foul  by  the  hand,  and  lead  it 
from  ftep  to  ftep  throug  i  all  the  difficulties,  deceits  and  turnings,  at 
which  the  clofeft  hypocrites  do,  niffs  their -way  and  lofc  themfelves; 
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and  to  do  this  fo  convincingly,  thoroughly  and  diftin&ly,  as  that  the 
fecrets  of  hearts  maybe  made  manifeft,  the  fecure  felf-deceiver  dif- 
covered  and  awakened,  and  yet  the  humble,  upright  Ghriflian  con¬ 
firmed  and  Encouraged. 

© 

In  this  (kill  and  work,  as  the  author  of  the  following  fermons,  was 
known  to  be  among  the  fir fb  three;  fo  thefe  ledlures  of  bis,  upon 
the  Parable  of  the  Virgins,  have  been  eftecmed  to  excel  in  this  kind  ; 
having  left  iuch  a  relifh  upon  the  hearers,  as  that  they,  have  not  for¬ 
gotten  the  tafle  of  them  to  this  day.  It  has  therefore  been  the  inftant 
defire  of  many  that  heard  them,  and  of  feme  that  have  but  heard  of 
them,  that  they  might  be  imparted  to  the  public.  And  furely,  both 
the  iubjefl  and  the  manner  of  handling  it  is  fuch,  being  wholly  upon 
thofe  things  wherein  the  heart  and  life  of  religion  lies,  that  we  cannot 
difapprove  of  their  opinions,  who  have  fo  earneftly  defired  it. — • 
All  the  fermons  and  bocks  that  fpeak  to  the  heart  of  religion,  are 
little  enough  to  feed  that,  and  keep  life  there,  efpecia’ly  in  this  ian- 
guifhing  and  dying  age ;  wherein,  though  there  wants  not  common 
light  and  outward  profeffion,  yet  lofs  of  love  and  inward  deadnefs  are 
as  common.  The  work  being  fomewnat  lengthy,  and  fitting  fd  ibes, 
not  eafily  attainable  in  this  wildernefs,  it  lias  occafioned  this  delay 
hitherto.  But  we  hope  it  will  now  be  neither  unacceptable  nor 
unfeafonable. 

Thefe  fermons  are  now  tranferibed  by  indufirious  and  intelligent 
perfons,  and  have  been  carefully  reviewed  and  corrected.  They  are 
written  out  of  the  author*' s  own  notes,  which  he  prepared  for  preaching 
(only  about  a  fheet  himfelf  wrote  out  in  his  life-time,  having  thoughts 
it  feems  of  yielding  to  their  dtfires  who  were  eamefHor  their  pnblifh- 
ing)  by  means  whereof,  though  the  reader  will  often  meet  with  curt- 
nefs  oi  expreffion,  and  though  fome  lively  palfages  that  were  uttered 
in  preaching  may  be  wanting,  yet  you  will  have  this  benefit,  to  have 
much  in  little  room.  It  may  alio  eafily  be  observed,  that  not  curiofity 
of  words,  but  weight  of  things  was  here  fludied  by,  and  flowed  from 
the  heart  and  pen  of  the  author,  which  yet  produceth  the  befi;  and 
truefi,  that  is,  a  real  rhetoric.  In  fum,  although  many  imperfections 
incident  to  fuch  pofthumous  editions  cannot  be  wanting,  yet  we  doubt 
not  but  the  work  will  fpeak  for  itfelf,  to  the  intelligent  and  ferious 
,reader. 

'  t  \ 

We  are  not  ignorant  that  there  be  fome  who  fome  what  differ  from 
this  our  author  in  accommodation  of  this  parable,  and  analyfis  of 
fome  part  of  the  context,  referring  it  to  the  times  about  the  expended 
calling  of  the  Jews  (and  if  fo,  the  fubfiance  of  the  work  may  be  ac¬ 
counted  to  be  in  a  more  than  ordinary  manner  proper  and  feafonable 
for  thefe  times)  but  therein  every  man  is  left  free  to  his  own  further 
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diiquifitions.  Neither  is  it  for  the  fake  of  the  bare  expofition  (much 
leG>  chi  onieal  accommodation)  of  the  text  fo  much,  that  we  publifh 
theic  things  (m  that  kind  the  labours  of  others  do  abound)  but  for 
the  lpiritual,  pi  aid. cal,  lively,  foul-fearching  truths  and  applications 
thereof  tnat  are  therein  contained,  the  fubdance  of  which  truths  the 
impartial  reader  will  eafily  acknowledge  to  be  clear  both  from  this 
anu  from  other  fcriptures. 

Thefe  fermons  preached  by  the  author,  in  a  weekly  leClure,  were 
begun  in  June  1636,  and  ended  in  May  1640.  In  which  time  there 
wa>  a  leaven  of  Anunomian  and  Familiflical  opinions  flirring  in  the 
country,  as  the  world  has  already  in  print  been  informed:  by  occalion 
whereof  the  reader  will  meet  with  fundry  paffages  tending  to  reprove 
and  refute  feme  of  thofe  conceits,  and  to  eftabhfh  the  contrary  truth; 
which  we  nave  not  expunged,  but  let  them  pafs  moflly  as  we  found 
them;  feeing  it  is  no  more  than  the  world  already  knows,  that  there 
were  fuen  tilings  then  among  us ;  and  though  that  florm  be  (as  to  its 
open  influence)  comfortably  blown  over  with  us,  yet  the  like  errors  are 
(ii  not  latent  among  fome  here)  fpread  elfewhere  by  the  new  lights 
of  thefe  times,  whence  thefe  helps  againfl  them  are  ftill  needful.— 
And  we  doubt  not  but  the  fubdance  of  the  truth  here  defended  by 
our  author,  will  Hand  and  abide  the  trial.  Yea,  I  fuppofe  I  may 
freely  take  liberty  to  fay,  that  among  the  many  excellencies  where¬ 
with  the  Lord  endowed  this  precious  indrument  of  his,  this  was  none 
of  the  lead,  that  God  taught  him,  and  helped  him  to  teach  others 
the  true  middle  way  of  the  gofpel  between  the  Legalid  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Antinomian  (or  loofe  gofpeller)  on  the  other,  with 
much  and  lweet  clearnefs,  as  was  evident  in  the  whole  courfe  and 
way  of  his  preaching,  and  may  in  fome  meafure  appear  both  in  his 
books  formerly  printed,  and  in  the  following  fermons.  Other  paflages 
alfo  o!  fpecial  application  to  this  country,  and  to  thofe  fird  times  of  it, 
we  willingly  permit  to  pais  the  prels,  becaufe  they  may  be  profitable 
to  others  in  like  cafes  elfewhere,  and  of  fpecial  benefit  to  the  New- 
Engiifh  reader.  For  why  fhould  |ve  not  defire  and  hope,  that  the 
fuitable,  foiemn  counfels  and  warnings  here  given  to  thefe  churches, 
bv  tiiis  feer  in  I  frael,  in  reference  to  the  main  matters  of  life  and  god- 
linefs  may  now  be  of  living,  awakening  and  foul -indr  uCting  ufe  to 
them  (Oh  that  it  may  be!)  unto  many  generations  1 

w  .  y .  •  r  •  *v  * 

Reader,  if  thou  coined  hither  to  caip  and  cavil,  or  to  criticife  upon 
each  circumdantial  imperfection,  this  woik  is  not  lor  thy  turn;  but  if 
thou  bringed  with  thee  a  ferious  and  humble  heart,  delirous  to  have 
thy  foul  fearched  to  tiic  quick,  the  fores  tliereof  lanced,  thy  Lpiritual 
work  and  way  directed,  and  the  filtered  of  thy  eternal  peace  furthered, 
if  thou  defired  to  walk  with  God  in  good  earned,  and  efcaping  all 
the  fnares  of  a  flight  and  numbering  generation,  to  dand  before 
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the  Son  of  man  with  comfort  in  the  day  of  his  glory,  then  mayefl 
thou  here  find  that  that  will  fait  thee,  and  which  thou  wilt  blefs 
the  Lord  for,  even  words  that  are  as  goads  and  nails  fattened  by  this 
mailer  of  affemblies,  given  from  that  one  and  chief  Shepherd. — 
The  Lord  fix  and  fallen  them  in  all  our  hearts,  that  abiding  and 
being  engrafted  there,  they  may  be  inllrumental  to  further  our  fal- 
vation,  that  neither  deficiency  in  the  main,  nor  {loathful  fecurity, 
may  hinder  us  from  our  defired  end  ;  but  when  that  chief  Shepherd, 
and  that  heavenly  Bridegroom,  who  now  fends  to  us  by  fo  many 
fervants  and  melfages  of  his,  both  in  word  and  writing  lhall  appear 
himfelf,  tc  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  and  of  all  his  holy  angels,” 
we  alfo  may  u  receive  a  crown  of  glory,  that  fadeth  not  away,”  and 
(for  the  laid  confummation  of  this  happy  marriage)  may  go  home  with 
him  to  his  Father’s  houfe,  there  to  abide  in  his  rell,  in  the  u  fulnefs 
“  of  his  joy,”  and  drink  down  his  u  pleafures  for  evermore.” 

t 

And  you  that  fometimes  were  the  flock  of  this  Ihepherd,  and  have 
heard  thefe  things  from  the  lively  voice  of  this  foul-melting  preacher, 
whom  you  never  can  forget ;  let  it  be  a  welcome  providence  to  have 
thefe  truths  thus  revived  to  you,  and  put  into  your  hands,  that  he 
who  is  dead,  may  yet  fpeak  to  you  and  yours.  Get  them  into  your 
houfes  to  read,  nay,  into  your  hearts  to  feed  upon,  as  a  choice  and 
precious  treafure.  And  let  them  Hill  be  a  Jiving  and  continual 
warning  to  you  to  watch  and  keep  alive  the  power  of  godlinefs, 
the  daily  pradlice  of  w  working  out  your  falvation  with  fear  and 
u  trembling,”  the  love  of  the  truth,  the  hatred  of  every  falfe  way, 
the  elleem  and  improvement  of  God’s  ordinances,  and  the  true, 
humble,  heavenly  life  of  faith  in  Chrifl  Jefus. 

-  I  /  •  '  \i  ■>,' 

I  •  .  \  >  ....  x 

JONATHAN  MITCHELL, 

Ct/r 

at#'-  - 


i 


I 


TO  THE 

% 

READER. 


\  N  * 

"TF  thou  art  one  wno  knoweft  what  it  is  to  be  ferious  in  the  great 
JL  bufinefs  of  providing  for  eternity,  it  is  very  probable  thou  mayeft 
be  no  ftranger  to  the  name  of  this  reverend  author,  now  with  God, 
whofe  name  in  both  the  Englands  is  as  an  ointment  poured  forth  ; 
and  then,  thou  wilt  be  eagerly  defirous  to  perufe  thefe  following 
fermons,  in  tendency  to  the  further  increasing  thy  flock  of  Spiritual 
oil ;  and  when  thou  haft  read  them,  and  fuckt  forth  the  fweetnefs  and 
nourilhment  contained  in  them,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  holy 
Spiiit  turned  them  into  good  and  healthful  nutriment  to  thy  foul, 
we  queftion  not  but  it  will  inhance  the  author’s  worth  in  thy  thoughts 
and  eftimation.  Lut,  perhaps,  thou  haft  never  lighted  on  any  of' 
thofe  flowers  wh:ch  tins  holy  man  has  planted  in  God’s  garden,  and 
then  we  aie  confident  thou  wilt  meet  with  filch  favoury  fweetnefs  in 
this  difcourfe,.  as  will  make  thee  wifh  Chrift’s  church  had  longer  en¬ 
joyed  fo  choice  and  fkilful  a  workman.  If  thou  be  one  who  haft 
hitherto  little  considered  of  God  and  thy  foul,  and  the  concernments 
of  eternity,  or  only  now  and  then  had  fome  morning-dew  thoughts 
of  that  wnich  deferves  and  requires  the  choiceft  and  moft  vigorous 
workings  of  thy  foul,  we  wifh  thou  wouldft  fo  far  comply  with°God’s 
goodnefs  in  bringing  this  book  to  thy  hand,  and  gratify  thyfelr, 
(we  mean  thy  foul^  thy  better  felf,)  as  to  read  over  this  treatife, 
in  which  thou  wilt  meet  with  thofe  ferious  and  foul -piercing  truths, 
which  by  God’s  blefling  may  be  as  poilbn  to  thy  Jufts,  and  awaken 
thee  to  a  ferious  and  hearty  engaging  in  that  work  which  none  ever 
yet  1  epented  of.  For  the  occasion  of  publ ’filing  this  piece,  we  refer 
thee  to  the  larger  epiftle  of  our  reverend  brother,  and  only  add,  that 
though  a  vein  of  ferious,  folid  and  hearty  piety  run  through  all  this 

author’s  works,  yet  he  has  referved  the  beft  wine  till  the  laft _ 

The  Lord  help  thee  and  us  fo  to  read  and  improve  thefe  and  inch 
like  labours  of  God’s  harveft-men,  that  we  may,  with  the  wife  virgins, 
have  the  lamps  of  our  fouls  trimmed  and  furnifhed  with  oil,  that 
when  the  Bridegroom  Shall  come,  we  may  be  ready  to  enter  with  him 
into  his  kingdom.  Which  is  and  Shall  be  the  prayer  of  us,  who  are 
hearty  wcll-wifhers  to  thy  foul, 

WILLIAM  . GREENHILL; 
EDMUND  GALAMY, 
JOHN  JACKSON, 

SIMON  ASH, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOR* 

December  24,  1659* 
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CHAP.  I.  SECT.  I. 

r  .  , 

Matthew  xxv.  i, — 14. 

I*  Then  jhall  the  kingdom  of  heaven  be  likened  unto  ten  virgins , 
which  took  their  lamps , and  went  forth  to  meet  the  bridegroom » 
— 1.  And  five  of  them  were  wife ,  and  five  were  foolijh. — - 
3.  They  that  were  foolijh  took  their  lamps ,  and  took  no  cril 
with  them .  —  4.  But  the  wife  took  oil  in  their  veffels  with 
their  lamps. — 5.  While  the  bridegroom  tarried ,  they  ail f  lum¬ 
bered  and flept.—  6.  And  at  midnight  there  was  a  cry  made. 
Behold  the  bridegroom  cometh ,  go  ye  out  to  meet  him. — 

7.  Then  all  thofe  virgins  arofe  and  trimmed  their  lamps. — ■ 

8.  And  the  foolijh  faid  unto  the  wife ,  Give  us  of  your  oil , 
for  our  lamps  are  gone  out. — 9  .But  the  wife  anf we  red,  faying. 
Not  fo ,  left  there  be  not  enough  for  us  and you  ;  but  go  ye 
rather  to  them  that  fell,  and  buy  for  your j elves. — 10.  And , 
while  they  went  to  buy ,  the  bridegroom  came  ;  and  they  that 
were  ready  went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage ,  and  the  door 
was  Jhut.~ —  1 1 .  Afterward  came  alfo  the  other  virgins,  faying. 
Lord ,  Lord ,  open  to  us. — 12.  But  he  anfwered  and faid,  Verily 
I  fay  unto  you,  I  know  you  not. — 13.  Watch  therefore ,  for 
ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the  Son  of 
man  cometh . 

rTHHESE  words  are  part  of  our  Saviour’s  anfwer 
unto  two  foiemn  queftions  which  his  diiciples 
propounded  unto  him,  ch.  xxiv.  ver.  3.  The  firft  was 
concerning  the  deflruftion  of  the  temple  at  Terufalem: 
The  fecond  concerning  the  fign  of  his  coming,  and  fo 
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ol  the  end  of  the  world.  The  firft  feems  to  be  oc« 
c  aliened  by  our  Saviour’s  ipeech,  ch.  xxiv.  ver.  2. 
The  fecond  from  his  fpeech,  ch.  xxiii.  ver.  39.  To 
the  fir  It  therefore  he  anfwers,  from  the  4th  verle  of  the 
xxivth  chap,  to  the  23d  ver.  of  it.  1  o  the  fecond  he 
anfwereth  from  the  23d  ver.  of  the  fame  chap,  to  the 
end  of  this  xxvth  chap.  Wherein  he  acquaints  them, 
1.  With  fome  things  which  ftiall  be  before  his  com¬ 
ing,  viz.  fubtle  and  ftrong  delufions,  mixt  with  fore 
tribulations  and  oppreflions,  efpecially  in  the  time  of 
Ant  ic  a  rift  s  reign,  as  alfo  great  confufions,  in  all  hearts 
and  churches,  if  not  throughout  all  the  world,  after 
the  tribulation  of  thofe  days  ;  And  then  (faith  he)  ver. 
3°.  Jhall  appear,  the  fgn  of  the  Son  of  man  :  and  he 
ihaii  be  feen  coming  in  power  and  great  glory .  But, 
if  you  defire-  farther  to  know  the  day  and  hour  when 
this  fh all  be,  it  is  luch  a  fecret  as  my  Father  reveal- 
eth  not  to  any,  no,  not  to  the  very  angels  in  heaven; 
and  therefore  you  need  not  know  it,  nor  yet  ihould 
feek  to  know  it ;  it  is  fufficient  for  you  to  know,  that 
before  my  coming  there  fhall  be  lamentable  and  fad 
times;  and  that  when  they  are  at  their  worft,  that 
the  fun  and  the  moon  (through  the  horrors  of  mens 
hearts,  and  the  univerfal  confufions  in  the  world) 
fhall  feem  to  be  darkened,  &c.  that  then  it  is  time  for 
me  to  come,  and  fet  all  in  order  again,  then  the  time 
of  my  coming  draws  nigh:  Now  this  Chrift  doth  from 
ver.  23.  of  the  xxivth  chap,  to  ver.  37. 

2.  Having  thus  fpoken  concerning  his  coming,  he 
breaks  off  his  fpeech  in  defcribing  his  coming,  and 
falls  to  difcovering  the  ftate  of  the  times  toward,  and 
about  the  days  of  his  coming,  and  this  he  d6th  from 
chap.  xxiv.  ver.  37.  to  chap.  xxv.  ver.  31.  by  the  confi- 
deration  of  which  he  perfuades  to  watchfulnefs  againft 
<  his  coming.  1.  Either  (faith  he)  the  times  will  be 
very  fenfual  and  degenerate,  as  in  the  days  of  JsToah, 
in  fome  places  of  the  world,  chap.  xxiv.  ver.  38.  which 
he  illuftrates  from  two  parables,  perfuading  therefore 
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to  watchfulnefs,  to  the  end  of  chap.  xxiv.  2.  Or  there 
will  be  great  l'ecurity  in  other  places,  and  among 
other  perfons  (not  given  up  to  fenfuality,  as  in  the 
days  of  Noah,)  but  who  are  the  challe,  virgin,  pure 
churches  of  the  world,  not  defiled  with  the  whore¬ 
doms  in  the  world ;  and  this  our  Saviour  unfolds  in 
this  parable.  3.  Or,  if  any  be  awakened  (as  iome 
fhall)  to  look  for  Chrift’s  coming;  yet,  among  thefe, 
fome,  through  hard  conceits  of  the  Lord  Jeius,  fhall 
be  wilfully  carelefs,  and  not  improve  their  talents  for 
the  fake  and  ufe  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  this  is  fet  down 
in  the  next  parable  of  the  ten  talents,  from  ver.  14. 
to  ver.  31.  You  fee  therefore  where  this  parable 
hands,  and  to  what  purpofe  it  is  brought  in.  In  which 
are  two  things. 

-  i*  '  ,*  *  *"  *  ~\  ,  '  '  ’  "I 

SECT.  II. 

1;  1  HE  Parable  itfelf,  concerning  the  ten  Virgins, 

from  verfe  1.  to  verfe  13. 

2.  The  fcope  of  the  parable,  ver.  13-  which  is  to 
perfuade  not  limply  to  watchfulnefs,  but  to  continu¬ 
ance  and  perfeverance  in  it,  from  a  prudent  forelight 
of  the  coming  of  Chrift. 

1.  The  parable  itfelf  is  fet  down,  agreeable  to  the 
cuftom  of  thofe  times  wherein  our  Saviour  lived, 
wherein  their  marriages  were„  ufually  celebrated  in 
the  night-time;  fhe  that  was  the  bride  was  attended 
with  fundry  virgins  to  meet  the  bridegroom  ;  thefe 
virgins  (it  being  night- fealon)  took,  therefore  their 
lamps  with  them;  thofe  that  were  ready,  and  met  the 
bridegroom,  were  admitted  to  the  marriage-room  and 
flipper;  thofe  that  came  after  that  time,  il  once  the 
doors  were  fhut,  were  furely  kept  out,  though  they 
knocked  hard  to  come  in.  All  this,  thole  who  are 
acquainted  with  Jewilh  hillories  and  cuitoms  know  to 

be  true,  which  we  are  to  attend,  becaufe  it  gives  not 

a  little 
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a  little  light  to  the  true  and  genuine  explication  of 
this  parable. 

In  which  parable  note  thefe  two  parts. 

1.  The  church’s  preparation  to  meet  with  Chrift, 
called  here  the  bridegroom,  from  the  ill  to  thesthverfe! 

2.  The  bridegroom’s  coming  forth  to  meet  them, 

from  the  5th  to  the  12th  verfe. 

»  * 

SECT.  HI. 

The  fir  ft  part  of  the  Parable. 

X  IRST,  I  fhall  fpeak  of  the  preparation  made  by 
the  church  to  meet  with  Chrift  Jefus.  Wherein  alfo 
note  thefe  three  things. 

1.  The  place  where  this  preparation  is  made,  viz. 
in  the  kingdojn  cf  heaven ,  ver.  i. 

2.  The  time  when  it  fhall  be  made,  fet  down  in 
the  firft  word,  Then,  ver.  i. 

3.  The  perfons  that  fhall  make  this  preparation, 
tiiey  fhall  not  be  corrupted  members  of  degenerate 
churches,  where  mens  profeffion  is  grown  foul  through 
length  of  wearing;  but  they  are  profeffors  of  fome 
eminent  ftrain,  fome  whereof  are  truly  fincere,  others 
fecretly  unlound.  And  there  is  a  double  defcription 
of  them.  1.  From  fome  things  wherein  they  all 
agree.  2.  From  fome  other  particulars  wherein 
they  mamfeftly  differ. 

FirJ't ,  Thofe  things  wherein  they  all  agree  are  three. 

1.  They  are  all  virgins,  virgin  profeffors. 

2.  They  were  all  awake  and  watchful  for  fome 
time,  ready  to  meet  the  bridegroom,  and  hence  it  is 
laid,  They  took  their  lamps. 

3.  They  all  had  lb  much  faith  as  to  go  out  to  meet 
the  bridegroom. 

Secondly ,  Thofe  things  wherein  they  did  differ, 
are, 

1.  Generally,  five  were  wife,  and  five  were  foolijh , 
ver.  2.  2.  Spe- 
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2.  Specially,  the  foolifti  took  lamps,  but  no  oil; 
the  wife  did  both,  ver.  3,  4. 

This  is  the  rude  draught  of  the  firft  part  of  the  pa¬ 
rable,  the  funi  whereof  is  this,  That  the  ftate  of  the 
members  of  fome  churches  about  the  time  of  Chrift’s 
coming,  fhall  be  this,  they  fhall  not  be  openly  pro¬ 
fane,  corrupt,  and  fcandalous,  but  virgin-profeffors, 
awakened  (for  fome  feafon)  out  of  carnal  fecurity, 
ftirring,  lively  Chriftians,  not  preferving  their  chaftity 
and  purity  merely  in  a  way  of  works,  but  waiting 
for  Chrift  in  a  covenant  of  grace,  only  fome  of  thefe, 
and  a  good  part  of  thefe,  (hall  be  indeed  wife,  ftored 
with  fpiritual  wifdorn,  filled  with  the  power  of  grace; 
but  others  of  them,  and  a  great  part  of  them  too,  fhall 
be  found  foolifh  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

I  come,  therefore,  to  handle  the  firft  particular  in 
this  firft  part,  viz*  1 

CHAP.  II.  SECT.  I. 

Of  the  Vifible  Church  of  God • 

1.  'TTIE  place  where  this  preparation  to  meet  Chrift 
fhall  be  made,  and  that  is  not  in  the  kingdoms 
of  this  world  (earthly  kingdoms)  but  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  and  therefore  it  is  faid,  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  fyall  be  like ,  &c. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  telling  you  how  many 
ways  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  taken  in  fcripture;  by 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  here,  is  not  meant  the  kingdom 
of  glory  in  the  third  heaven  ;  for  there  fhall  be  no 
foolifti  virgins  at  all  there,  no  unclean  thing  fhall  en¬ 
ter  thither ;  nor  by  it  is  meant  the  head  of  this  king-, 
dom,  viz .  Chrift  Jefus  ;  for  how  can  he  be  like  to  ten 
virgins  ?  Nor  by  it  is  meant  the  gofpel  of  the  king¬ 
dom  (which  in  Mat,  xiii.  is  called  the  kingdom  of 
heaven ,  and  compared  to  a  draw-net)  for  how  can  it 
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be  like  unto  ten  virgins  ?  nor  yet  the  internal  king¬ 
dom  of  grace  kept  up  in  the  heart  of  every  believer ; 
(which  is  called  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  Mat.  xiii.) 
for  how  can  any  foolifh  virgins  be  there  ?  or  what 
lhare  have  they  in  that  ?  Therefore  I  conceive  it  is 
clear,  that  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven  here,  is  meant 
the  external  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  this  world  :  that 
is,  the  vifible  church,  or  the  eftate  of  the  vifible 
church,  which  is  frequently  called  in  fcripture,  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  as  Mat.  viii.  12.  and  xxi.  43. — • 
In  which  kingdom  fome  are  wife,  fome  foolifh,  all 
profefs  Chrilt,  look  for  the  coming  of  Chrift,  for 
falvation  from  Chrilt ;  the  eftate  of  this  vifible  church 

fhall  be  like  ten  virgins. 

.  \  • " '  y 4 ' '  ’  '  '  '  ‘  ^ 
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SECT.  II. 

A  ND  hence  I  fliall  note  this  one  thing: 

Do  ft.  1.  That  the  vifible  church  of  God  on  earth, 
efpeciatly  in  the  times  of  the  gofpel,  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  upon  earth. 

For  look  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  there 
you  may  fee  the  kingdoms  of  men,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Satan,  fin  and  death,  which  the  apoftle  faith, 
Rom.  v.  reigneth  over  all  men  ;  here  is  only  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  upon  earth,  viz.  in  the  vifible 
church  ;  it  is  not  the  place  only  which  makes  either 
heaven  or  hell,  (though  there  is  a  place  for  both)  but 
the  ftate  principally  makes  both,  one  may  be  in  hell 
upon  earth,  as  Chrift  was  in  his  bitter  agony  ;  and  a 
man  may  be  in  a  kind  of  heaven  upon  earth,  as  Chrift 
tells  his  hearers,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  at 
hand ;  a  man  may  be  under  tne  kingdom  of  Satan 
and  darknefs  upon  earth,  Col.  i.  13*  which  is  a  kind 
of  hell,  and  why  not  as  well  under  the  kingdom  of 
God  on  earth,  which  is  a  kind  of  heaven,  efpecially,  I 
fay,  now  under  the  gofpel,  wherein  the  Lord  hath  begun 
to  fulfil  that  which  was  but  only  pro  mi  fed  under  the 
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Old  Teftament  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  fourth  and  laft 
monarchy,  (Dan.  ii.  44.)  in  the  time  of  the  New: 

In  the  ftate  of  Chriil’s  vifible  church,  which  fhould 
by  little  and  little  beat  down  all  other  kingdoms  of 
the  world. 

SECT.  III. 

Reaf.  i.  I>Ecaufe  the  fame  King  that  is  reigning  » 
in  heaven,  is  reigning  here,  is  prelent  here,  Pfal.  ii.  6. 
and  here  the  faints  are  commanded  to  rejoice,  to  fhout, 
and  to  be  glad  with  all  their  hearts,  becaufe  of  the 
prefence  of  this  their  King  among  them,  Zeph.  iii.  14, 
15.  It  is  true  indeed  he  is  King  over  all  the  world  ; 
the  immediate  execution  of  all  God’s  common,  as 
well  as  fpecial  providence,  is  put  into  the  hand  of 
this  King,  the  Lord  Jefus.  But  as  for  his  enemies, 
and  other  creatures,  he  reigns  over  them  as  a  King 
of  power ;  but  he  reigns  not  for  them  alfo  as  a  King 
of  grace  and  Jove,  for  thus  he  reigns  among  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  his  church,  Deut.  xxxiii.  26,  27.  The  Lord 
is  prefent  with  every  one  of  his  people,  feverally,  but 
much  more  jointly,  when  two  or  three  of  them  are 
met  together  in  his  name. 

Reafon  2.  Becaufe  here  are  the  laws  of  heaven, 
Heb.  xii.  25.  Take  heed  (fpeaking  of  the  miniilrv  of 
the  go! pel  in  the  churches)  that  you  refufe  not  to  hear 
him  who  fpeaketb  from  heaven:  which  laws  are  not  only 
here  promulgated  (as  they  be  among  the  enemies  of 
this  kingdom)  but  accepted  and  received  alfo,  without 
which  laws  what  kingdom  could  there  be  ?  Chrill’s 
kingdom  in  this  world  is  neither  tyrannical,  nor  arbi¬ 
trary,  to  govern  without  law  ;  no,  no,  but  if  he  be 
our  King,  he  is  our  Law-giver  alfo,  Ifa.  xxxiii.  22. 
Nay,  the  fame  laws  by  which  wre  fliall  be  ruled  in 
heaven,  we  have  here,  and  we  are  now  under  :  that 
as  our  divines  fay  againft  the  Papifts,  though  before 
Mores’  time,  there  was  not  fcriptio  verbi,  yet  there  was 
.  ,  '  verbuni 
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verbuni  fcriptum ,  which  the  patriarchs  had  before  the 
flood,  and  afterward  until  Mofes’  time  :  So  I  fay 
here,  though  in  heaven  the  external  letter  and  fdrip- 
tion  both  of  law  and  gofpel,  fhall  be  abolifhed,  be- 
caufe  they  need  them  not,  when  the  day-liar  is  rifen, 
2  Pet.  i.  19.  yet  the  living  rules  of  both,  for  fub- 
llance,  fhall  remain;  the  end  of  the  miniftry  is  to 
bring  us  to  the  unity  of  faith  in  a  perfect  ellate,  Eph. 
iv.  13:  Therefore  faith  fhall  not  ceafe,  when  miniflers 
fhall,  and  that  perfect  man  fhall  come.  Our  faith 
indeed  fhall  not  then  by  fuch  glaffes  fee,  Ghrift,  nor 
adhere  unto  Chrifl,  by  fuch  means  of  promifes  and  or¬ 
dinances  as  we  do  now,  but  without  them  we  fhall 
both  fee,  and  forever  adhere  to  him  who  is  our  King 
at  that  day  ;  and  though  indeed  the  law  is  now  abo- 
lifhed,  as  a  covenant  of  life,  yet  it  fhall  ever  remain 
as  a  rule  of  life  ;  perfect  fubjeflion  to  it,  is  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  faints  in  heaven,  1  John  i.  as  a  heart  con¬ 
trary  to  it  is  the  greatefl  mifery  of  the  faints  on  earth, 
Rom.  vii.  24. 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  here  are  the  fubje&s  of  heaven, 
Eph.  ii.  19.'  Fellow-citizens  of  the  faints,  not  only  on 
earth,  but  as  Paul  fpeaketh,  Phil.  iii.  20.  “  Our-con- 
“  verfation  (or,  as  it  may  be  rendered,  our  free  bur- 

gefs-fhip)  is  in  heaven. ”  God  himfelf  hath  cano¬ 
nized  all  the  true  members  of  vifible  churches  with 
the  name  of  faints,  throughout  the  whole  New  Tefta- 
ment :  here  are  the  great  h'eirs  of  heaven,  nay,  pof- 
feflors  of  heaven  by  faith,  as  others  are  by  feeling, 
as  near  and  dear  to  God  (in  feme  refpeft)  as  thofe  that 
be  in  heaven  already;  becaufe  the  fame  motive  which 
makes  him  love  them,  makes  him  love  thefe,  though 
poor  abje£ts,  and  out-calls  of  the  world;  there  is  but 
a  paper-wail  of  their  bodies  between  them  and  hea¬ 
ven,  only  here  is  the  difference,  they  there,  are  fub- 
je£ts  in  their  own  country  ;  thefe  here,  are  the  fame 
countrymen,  only  Grangers  for  a  time  here  upon 
earth  :  Some  define  a  kingdom  to  be  dominants  regis 
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in  pGpuhm  fubjcSltm.  If  Chrift  (the  King)  was  pre- 
fem,  and  his  laws  pnbliilied,  but  there  were  no  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  fubjeCt  to  him,  there  could  be  no  kingdom; 
but  when  the  King,  laws,  and  fubjedts  of  heaven  are 
here  met  together  in  the  vifible  church,  here  is  now 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Re df on  4.  Becauie  here  is  the  very  glory  of  heaven 
begun,  that  look  as  the  fame  fun  which  fills  the  liars 
with  glory,  the  very  fame  beams  touch  the  earth  ai- 
fo,  fo  the  fame  glory  which  ihines  in  heaven,  dimes 
into  the  poor  church  here,  1  Pet.  v.  10.  God  hath 
called  his  people  into  his  eternal  glory.  And  Rom. 
viii.  30.  u  Whom  Chrift  hath  j ullified,  them  he  hath 
“  glorified:”  that  is,  he  hath  begun  it  here.  Here,  in 
a  fpecial  manner,  is  the  prefence  of  the  angels  in 
heaven,  Eph.  iii.  10.  Here  the  pure  in  heart  lee  God* 
and  that  after  another  manner,  than  many  times  they 
can  in  their  folitary  condition,  Pfalm  lxiii.  1,  2,  3* 
And  what  is  this  but  heaven  ? 

SECT.  IV.  ' 

Ufe  i.OEE  therefore  hence  their  happinefs  and 
honour,  whom  God  hath  called  out  of  the  world,  and 
planted  in  his  church  :  What  hath  the  Lord  done, 
but  opened  the  way  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  let  you  in¬ 
to  paradife  again  ?  Nay,  (which  is  more)  what  hath 
he  done  but  taken  you  up  into  the  very  kingdom  of 
heaven  itfelf?  where  you  have  the  Lord  oi  glory 
to  be  your  King,  the  laws  of  heaven  made  known, 
his  heart  opened,  where  you  have  the  heirs  of  heaven 
your  companions,  and  the  angels  of  heaven  your 
guard,  defiring  to  look  into  thole  things,  which  your 
eyes  fee,  and  your  hearts  feel,  1  Pet.  i.  12.  Where 
you  have  the  love  of  a  Father  appearing,  the  Son  of 
God  inhabiting,  and  the  Spirit  of  heaven  comforting. 

Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  thus  mindful  of 
u  him  V?  That  when  the  Lord  feeth  it  unmeet  to  take 
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you  out  of  this  world  up  unto  heaven,  that  heaven 
should  come  down  into  this  world  unto  you,  who 
were  once  enemies  to  this  kingdom,  flint  up  under 
tne  kingdom  of  death  and  datknefs,  flrangers  to  the 
common-wealth  of  Ifrael,  without  God  and  Chrift  in 
the  world,  without  promife,  without  hope.  I  do  not 
cry  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  nor  idolize  order  and 
churches,  but  I  tell  you  what  your  privilege  is,  and 
thereby  what  God’s  goodnefs  is:  I  know  the  world 
neither  feeth  not  feeleth  any  luch  heaven  on  catth,  but 
loon  grow  defpifers  fecretly  of  all  ordinances,  who  if 
they  were  in  heaven  itfelf  with  their  carnal  hearts,  they 
would  not  abide  there  with  much  contentment,  yep 
verily  heaven  hath  been,  and  is  found  here  by  God’s 
hidden  ones,  even  fuch  things  which  eye  hath  not 
ieen,  nor  ear  heard;  and  if  it  be  not  thus  with  thee, 
blame  thyfelf,  and  mourn  the  more,  who  in  the  midft 
of  light  art  in  utter  darknefs,  and  in  the  place  where 
heaven  is  begun  to  fome,  it  fhould  be  made  a  little 
hell  to  thee. 

Ufe  2.  Take  heed  of  defiling  fecretly  the  church 
of  God  :  For  what  do  you  do  thereby,  but  pollute 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  itfelf?  And  the  better  any¬ 
thing  is,  the  greater  is  the  defilement  call  upon  it.  It 
is  laid,  i  Pet.  i.  ,4.  that  the  kingdom  of  .heaven  above 
is  an  inheritance  unde  filed  *  \  never  yet  the  fubjeCt 
place  where  any  fin  was  committed  :  and  this  is  one 
part  of  the  glory  of  it.  Take  you  heed  of  coming  in¬ 
to  church-fellovvfhip  with  defiled  hearts,  and  fo  de¬ 
filing  God’s  holy  things  ;  for  do  you  know  where 
you  are  ?  I  know  it  is  not  in  that  heaven  where  you 
cannot  fin,  but  yet  it  is  in  fuch  a  heaven  where  you 
fhould  not  fin,  much  lefs  defile  the  church  of  God. 
It  was  one  of  God’s  heavy  indictments  againfi:  the 
church  of  the  Jews,  that  when  the  Lord  had  brought 
them  out  of  a  land  of  pits,  into  a  plentiful  country, 

yet 


*  Some  think  from  thence,  that  the  Iapfed  angels  did  not  fall  in  the  third 
heaven,  but  in  fome  place  In  the  earth  ;  for  that  is  an  inheritance  undefiled. 
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yet  they  defiled  his  land,  neither  priefts  iior  people 

laid*  “  Where  is  the  Lord  ?”  Jer.  ii.  6.  8.  It  will  be 
much  more  heavy  another  day  with  you,  that  walk- 
ing  in  the  fellow ihip  of  God’s  people,  fliall  be  found 
guilty  of  defiling  the  kingdom  of  heaven  it! elf,  which 
you  fhould  be  careful  to  keep  as  an  undefiled  inheri¬ 
tance  ;  which  defilements,  whether  fpiritual  or  fenlual, 
as  they  (lain  the  very  glory  of  heaven  itfelf,  fo  they 
keep  you  from  feeling  the  truth  of  this  dodtrine,  even 
of  this  heaven  upon  earth  in  your  own  experience. 

Ufe  3.  Let  all  members  of  churches  hence  learn  to 
have  their  converfation  in  heaven,  and  walk  as  men 
come  down  from  heaven,  and  returning  thither  again, 
and  that  as  it  were  already  in  heaven.  ,  Paul  did  thus, 
and  wept  to  fee  fo  many  that  did  not  thus,  but  did 
mind  earthly  things ,  Phil,  iii*  19,  20.  Do  not  only 
forfake,  but  .even  “  forget  your  country,  and  your 
“  father’s  houfe,  fo  fhall  the  King  ol  glory  defire  your  * 
44  beauty,”  Plains  xlv.  10,  11.  Let  the  reproach  of 
earthly-mindednefs  call  upon  the  lace  of  Ghrillians, 
be  wiped  off  by  'your  carriage,  being  heavenly,  holy, 
loofened  from  things  below.  Art  .  thou  in  heaven 
with  an  earthly  heart  ?  Is  not  heaven  good  enough 
for  thee  ?  Cannot  that  content  thee  which  many  have 
defired  to  fee,  and  could  not  fee,  even  the  Lord  Jefus, 
the  King  of  glory  in  his  beauty,  in  the  afiemblies  of 
his  faints  ? 

Ufe  4.  Take  heed  of  pulling  down  this  kingdom* 
Loyal  lubjedls  will  rather  lole  their  lives,  than  their 
prince  fliall  lofe  his  kingdom.  Fear  not  enemies  with¬ 
out,  but  yourlelves  at  home.  Tne  enemies  of  the 
church,  did  never  yet  hurt  the  church,  but  the 
church’s  fins,  Zech.  vii.  4.  O !  conlider  what  mercy 
the  Lord  hath  betrulled  us  withal,  that  unlefs  the 
Lord  fhould  carry  us  to  heaven  itfelf,  immediately  oil 
the  wings  of  angels,  he  can  fhew  us  no  greater  out¬ 
ward  favour,  in  this  world,  than  to  bring  us  into  this 
•  his  kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth.  I  profefs,  one  day’s 
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fellow  flap  here  with  a  number  of  broken -hearted 
clirifhans,  either  mourning  together,  or  rejoicing  in 
their  God  and  King  together,  it  out-bids  the  many 
years’  glory  ol  the  whole  world,  (howfoever  it  is  hid¬ 
den  irom  the  world).  And  will  you  betrav  this  king¬ 
dom  ?  ° 


SECT.  V. 

Quell.  W HAT  are  thofe  things  that  may  pull  down 
ibis  kingdom  ? 

Anf.  i.  Ignorance  of  thofe  fins  which  may  hurt 
and  ruin  it.  There  are  common  infirmities  which  ali 
the  faithful  have  in  common,  for  the  Lord  pities  his; 
but- there  are  feme  that  are  proper  and  perfonal  to 
fome  particular  perfons,  Pfalm  xviii.  23.  for  which  the 
Lord  is  even- angry  with  his  own  ;  fo  there  are  fome 
fins  which  are  common  church-infirmities,  for  which 
the  Lord  will  not  call  off  his  people,  but  there  are 
<  fometimes,  in  feveral  churches,  proper  church-fins. 
Now  the  rule  here  is,  if  thefe  benotfeen,  and  lament¬ 
ed  and  removed;  if  the  Lord  be  angry  for  thefe  (as 
verily  he  will)  and  yet  they  do  not  fo  much  as  know 
all  this  while  what.it  is  that  hurts  them,  thefe  fins  w  ill 
canker  the  roots,  and  biaft  the  mod  flourifhing 
churches.  Ephefus,  Rev.  i.  4.  had  her  fin  ;  Sardis, 
Rev.  ii.  1.  had  her  fin.  Laodicea  had  her  fins,  Rev. 
Hi.  16.  Now  what  if  they  never  know  thefe,  nor  re¬ 
pent  of  thefe,  you  know  then  Ephefus’s  candleftick 
mult  be  removed,  and  Laodicea  mull:  be  fpued  out  of 
GhrifRs  mouth.  O!  this  hath  been  the  bane  of 
churches,  while  they  enjoyed  their  liberties,  they 
could  not,  (nay  in  truth)  would  not  know  their  all, 
in  the  day  ot  Chrid’s  vilitation  of  them,  and  hence 
came  their  ruin,,  the  caufe  of  which  they  faw  not;  on¬ 
ly  it  may  be  the  remnant  that  efcaped,  to  whom  the 
Lord  (hewed  mercy,  could  read  their  fins  in  their 
plagues.  It  is  a  lamentable  IpeCtacle  to  behold  the 
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ruins  of  Germany,  =  and  that  after  fuch  great  {laugh¬ 
ter  and  effufion  of  blood,  they  cannot  tell  the  thing 
that  hath  iuirt,  and  doth  itill  walle  them. 

2.  Self- leaking,  a  Ipirit  ol  ielf.  Look  as  it  is  in  a 
kingdom,  if  there  be  a  common  enemy,  and  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  the  army  which  lliould  encounter  with  them, 
be  every  man  taken  up,  and  taking  thought  how  he 
may  preferve  his  own  tent,  and  do  not  join  their 
forces  together  for  common  fafety,  it  mult  periih, 
and  the  kingdom  will  be  eafily  conquered  :  Or,  as  it 
is  with  the  body,  if  every  member  feeks  to  preferve 
itfelf  alone,  and  not  that  which  preferves  them  all, 
(viz.  the  head)  the  body  will  dropdown  and  die  fhort- 
1  y.  Chrift  Jelus  is  at  the  head  of  this  body  (his 
church.)  Now  it  is  certain,  if  ye  feek  to  preferve 
your  own  name  more  than  Chrilt’s,  to  give  more 
content  to  your  own  lulls,  then  to  the  will  and  heart 
of  Chrift,  if  more  careful  of  fetching  feathers  to 
your  own  nells,  and  to  fhift  for  yourfeives,  and  not 
to  attend  (every  man  in  his  place)  the  public  good  of 
the  church,  and  Chrift  in  it ;  it  is  certain  God  will 
forfake  you,  and  all  will  to  ruin  quickly,  2  Chron. 
xv.  i,  2. 

Church-members  of  public  fpirits,  are  ever  prof- 
perous  men  :  'They  Jhall  profper  that  love  theey 
PFalm  cxxii.  6.  That  lay  in  their  hearts,  out  of  fenfe 
of  Ch rift’s  love,  Lord,  what  fhull  I  do  for  thee  ?  How 
may  I  be  uieful  to  thy  people  ?  But  if  back  and  belly, 
mine  and  thine,  be  chief  in  requeft,  this  wdl  ruin 
you. 

3.  League  and  amity  with  the  enemies  of  Chrift’s 
kingdom,  or  peace  with  our  lulls  ;  it  is  not  fin,  but 
a  privy  peace  with  fin,  and  a  fecret  quietnefs  in  fin, 
which  overthrows  Chrilt’s  kingdom  :  The  Canaanites 
that  were  left  alive,  becaufe,  it  is  faid,  they  could  not 
drive  them  out,  how  often  did  they  vex,  and  prick, 

•  and  yoke  the  Ilrael  of  God  ?  Thole  fins  which  you 
fay,  you  cannot  part  with,  and  hence  yield  to  them, 
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and  inourn  not  under  them,  thofe«will  ruin  churches : 
Some  fins  you  have  forfaken,  and  could  forfake,  the 
danger  lies  not  here,  wrath  goeth  out  againd  Jeho- 

faphat,  becaufe  he  loved  him  who  hated  the  Lord, 
2  Chron.  xix.  2. 

4.  When  the  church  lays  by  her  weapons.  No 

kingdom  can  be  fafe  in  an  ordinary  way,  where  all 
their  weapons  are  taken  lrom  them,  or  not  ufed  by 
them,  when  their  enemies  are  upon  their  borders  : 
When  the  church  hang  by,  and  lay  afide  faith  (the 
dhield  whereby  we  defend  ourfelves)  and  prayer 
(whereby  we  offend  our  enemies)  what  fafety  is  to  be 
expected  now  in  churches  :  Only  be  ftrong ,  faith  the 
Lord  to  Jofhua,  when  he  went  out  upon  that  great 
iervice  of  the  Lord,  Jofh,  i.  17.  'Eph.  vi.  13.  There 
is  no  more  fearful  fign  of  ruin  to  a  church,  than  where 
the  fpirit  of  prayer  begins  to  fail;  and,  verily,  if  any 
people  under  heaven  are  ready  to  mifearry  herein,  we 
(that  have  our  fill  of  peace,  and  our  yokes  broken  off 
from  our  (boulders)  are  in  moll  danger  ;  but  if  it  be 
lo,  look  for  fuch  fhakings  of  all  hearts,  and  churches 
alio,  as  fliall  make  you  find  your  tongues,  and  knees, 
and  ears,  and  hearts  again,  if  the  Lord  means  to  dwell 
with  you.  , 

5.  Not  bringing  forth  the  fruits  of  the  kingdom, 
Mat.  xxi.  43.  Cut  that  church  down  that  cumbers 
the  ground,  after  many  years’  pruning  and  wetting. 
That  kingdom  where  there  is  churchutrading,  but  no 
confiderable  gain  coming  in,  will  confume  quickly, 
and  die  of  itfelf.  Fruit  is  the  lad  end  of  the  tree: 
All  duties  you  do,  wherein  you  attain  not,  or,  at 
leaft,  aim  not  at  your  lad  and  utmoll  end,  that  is  not 
fruit ;  fruit  refreiheth  others  that  talie  it ;  when  a 
Chridian  walketh  lo  as  another  is  not  the  better,  (not 
much  refrefbed)  by  him,  but  it  may  be  hardened 
rather,  by  a  faplefs  example,  here  is  no  fruit,  and  this 
calls  for  the  axe  to  cut  down  the  tree. 

6.  Divibons*  This  pulls  down  kindoms  without 
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help  of  foreign  enemies.  If  a  kingdom  thruds  fwords 
into  each  other’s  bellies,  this  will  loon  difpatch  them. 
It  is  the  Jefuits  plot  to  fubdue  by  private  divifions, 
whom  they  cannot  conquer  by  force  of  arms  :  It  was 
mod  pleafing  to  Satan  to  prevail  with  Chrilt  to  cad 
himfalf  down  headlong  from  the  pinacle,  rather  than 
to  fling  him  down  himfelf.  It  is  the  delight  of  hell 
to  let  and  fee  churches  at  variance  among  themielves; 
this  is  the  firfl  thing  he  attempts  in  the  bed  churches, 
and  it  is  commonly  profperous,  if  the  Lord  leaves 
the  watchmen  to  dumber,  and  not  to  be  watchful, 
and  fearful,  and  fuddenly  fendble  of  the  lead  beginnin- 
nine's  herein.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  fee  what 
a  fmall  occafion  of  offence  will  do  ;  a  word,  a  geiture, 
a  garment,  a  matter  of  indifferency;  it  is  It  range  to 
fee,  how  much  fmall  matters  will  gore,  if  Satan’s 
head  be  in  them,  and  his  horns  be  let  upon  them, 
efpecially  in  churches  where  men  are  fet  at  liberty, 
and  enjoy  it ;  one  muff  have  liberty  to  (peak  one  thing, 
and  another,  another  thing  ;  I  am  oi  this  mind,  faith 
one  ;  I  am  not  of  that  mind  (brother)  faith  another  : 
it  is  wonderful  to  fee  what  a  fire,  a  fecret  fmother, 
and  fmoak  of  fufpicion  will  do.  But  O  take  heed 
here,  Gal.  V..15.  Love  the  truth,  receive  no  opinion 
differing  from  the  mod  approved  in  the  church  fud¬ 
denly,  but  weep,  and  pray,  and  afk  couniel,  and  trem¬ 
ble  to  entertain  a  thought  of  contention  :  the  firit  fin 
which  brake  out  in  the  fird  Chridian  church,  was 
murmurings,  Abls  vi.  1.  What  follows  ?  Stephen, 
an  earthly  angel,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghod,  fuffers,  and 
is  taken  from  them,  Adis  vii.  and  after  this  the 
whole  church  is  [battered,  Adis  viii.  O  keep  the 
peace  Gf  the  church,  and  rend  it  not  for  fmall  mat¬ 
ters,  love  one-another  Jiucerely,  and  you  cannot  but 
live  together  quietly. 
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CHAP.  III.  SECT.  I. 

Concerning  the  coming  of  Ch  rift,  and  the  fee  unity 

of  prof  effort . 

Thu o  much  of  tne  place  ;  now  let  us  confider  of 
the  time  when  this  preparation  is  made,  let  down 
in  that  word  Then,  which  word  hath  reference  to  the 
37th  ver.  ol  the  xxivtli  chap,  viz .  to  the  days  of  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  man. 

QneJt.  No w  when  are  thefe  days? 

Anf  We  lliall  read  both  in  prophetical  and  apoflo- 
lical  writings,  that  all  the  time  from  the  afeenfion  to 
the  fecond  coming  of  Chrift,  is  called  the  laft  days, 
Acts  ii.  16,  17.  Hence  the  primitive  churches  did 
(long  fince)  and  all  the  churches  at  this  day  ought, 
to  live  in  a  daily  expectation  of  his  coming  again,  as 
thefe  virgins  here  did.  And  hence  fome  think,  that 
all  this  time  may  be  the  days  of  the  coming  of  Chrift, 
wherein  all  the  churches  either  do,  or  Ihould  look 
out  for  the  coming  of  Chrift.  Now  although  I  dare 
not  exclude  thefe  days  (in  a  large  fenfe)  from  being 
the  days  of  Chrift’s  coming,  as  beiftg  the  laft  days ; 
and  it  being  the  duty  of  all,  to  wait  for  this  coming 
of  Chrift,  as  well  as  thofe  who  lived  long  before  us, 
x  1  hef.  i.  10.  1  Cor.  i.  7.  yet  I  believe  here  is  meant 
more  particularly  the  latter  part  of  thofe  laft  days  : 
lor  our  Saviour  having  loretold  of  many  things  which 
lliall  fall  out  before  his  fecond  coming,  yet  he  feems 
to  ftngle  out  fome  particular  time  in  thefe  laft  days; 
to  which  he  doth  annex  this  ( then ),  and  that  is  evi¬ 
dent  to  all  that  view  well  the  text,  that  they  are  the 
days  of  his  coming  ;  for  though  all  the  days  of  the 
gofpel  may  be  called  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  and 
fome  days  efpecially  wherein  there  is  fome  kind  of 
coming  of  the  Son  of  man,  as  when  he  comes  to  hear 
prayers,  Luke  xviii.  8.  yet  to  fpeak  properly,  they 
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are  not  the  days  of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man. 
And  look,  as  the  days  of  Noah  were  not  all  the  days 
from  the  creation  to  the  deluge,  but  thole  particular 
years  before  the  flood,  io  it  is  .here,  feme  fpecial  times 
before  his  coming,  are  the  days  of  his  coming. 


SECT.  II. 

9yeft.  BuN  what  is  this  coming  of  drift  ? 

A  if.  There  is  a  doable  coming  of  Chrift. 

1.  His  coming  to  call  tne  Jews,  and  to  gather  in 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  with  them,  which  is  called 
the  brigbtr\ef$  of  his  coming,  2  I  heh  n.  B.  when  there 
fhall  be  fo.ch  a  brightneis  of  the  truth,  Alining  forth 
in  the  world,  armed  with  fuch  inuru  merits  as  fliall 
utterly  deltroy  Anticnrift,  long  before  his  fecond  com¬ 
ing,  Rev.  xix.  19,  3Q.  '  -  •.  o ■  ■ 

"2.  His  coming  to  judgment,  Heb.  ix.  28.  1  Cor. 
xv.  13,  14.  When  there  fhall  be  an  univerlai  refur- 
rection  of  good  and  bad,  1  1  nef.  iv,  15,  16,  17. 
Now  although  it  be  true,  that  at  the  time  of  the  com¬ 
ing  of  C  hr  ill,  to  call  the  jews,  the  churches,  like 
chafte  virgins,  fliall  wait  and  make  themfelves  ready 
for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  Rev.  xi.  7*  Yeu  the 
fecond  coming  of  Chrift  feems  to  be  the  time  which 
is  here  directly  pointed  at.  Then  fliall  thole  churches 
be  virgin-churches,  waiting  for  Chrift’s  coming, 
both  to  their  particular  judgment,  but  efpecially^to 
the  general  judgment,  when  he  fliall  appear  as  a  glo¬ 
rious  Bridegroom  to  the  confol  a  lion,  and  falvatioo  01 
thofe  who  in  truth  have  waited  for  him  the  fecond 
time  :  For  this  coming  of  Chrift,  ipoken  of  in  thefe 
two  chapters,  is  that  coming  which  is  in  power  and 
orait  glory ,  (not  in  the  enutuhes  lpnitually  but^ 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven ,  chap*  xxiv.  3 0 •  ^There¬ 
in  he  fhall  feparate  the  flieep  from  the  goats,  the 
one  to  lie  among  devils,  the  other  to  poffels  (not 

an  earthly  kingdom  here  for  a  theufand  years,  as 

feme 


v 


s 


/ 

THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

Jomc  from  mistaking,  the  meaning  of  the  20th  chapter 
ot  the  Revelation  imagine)  but  to  inherit  “  the  kin^- 

“  dom,  FeP-ed  for  them  from  the  foundation  of  the 
wont  ’  ’  Mat.  x*v.  34.  which  cannot  be  any  better 
nor  any  other,  than  the  third  heaven,  where  the  face 
ot  God  is  leen,  and  where  he  hath  had  an  innumerable 
holt  of  glorious  angels,  his  fubjedls  to  ferve  him,  not 
only  fmce  the  firlt  time  of  man’s  creation,  but  the 
h irft  foundation  of  the  world,  Gen.  i.  1.  Which  alfo 
Ghrilt  himielt  is  gone  to  prepare  for  us,  John  xiv.  2,  3. 
And  which  Abraham’s  faith  only  expected,  even 
a  city  which  was  not  earthly,  but  heavenly,  “  which 
hath  foundations,  whole  builder  and  maker  is  God,” 
Heb.  xi.  10,  11.  So  that  although  this  parable  looks 
moit  directly  unto  thofe  times  which  are  yet  to  come, 
yet  as  all  examples  regiftered  in  holy  fcripture  for  time 
pall,  aie  applicable  and  ufeful  for  us,  fo  thefe  that  are 
yet  to  come,  are  aline  inllrudtive  to  us,  efpecially  in 
thefe  times  and  places,  wherein  the  Lord  (according 
to  his  manner  of  working  great  things  ufually)  gives 

among  us  fome  fraall,  yet  lively  refemblance  of  thofe 
davs. 

J 

SECT.  III. 

Bocl.  T  HAT  in  thofe  days  of  Chrill’s  coming, 
wherein  the  churches  of  Chrilf,  and  profelfors  of 
the  gofpel  fliall  grow  virgin-churches,  all  vifible 
faints,  when  all  members  feem  to  be  efpoufed  to 
Chrift,  yet  there  will  be  found  defperate  folly  in  fome, 
and  in  time  great  fecurity  will  fall  upon  all. 

Some  there  are  who  think  the  days  we  live  in  now, 
are  not  only  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  but  part 
of  the  days  of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man,  wherein 
the  churches  (efpecially  in  thefe  places)  grow  to  be 
virgin  profelfors  :  Our  judgments  hold  it,  our  practice 
maintains  it,  all  church-members  are  and  mull  be 
vifible  faints,  vifible  believers,  virgins  efpoufed  to 
Chrill,  efcaping  the  pollutions  of  idolatry  and  the 

world: 
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world  :  Take  heed  the  Lord  find  not  many  of  you 
foolifli ;  take  heed  that  you  are  not  fo,  that  in  time 
you  grow  not  fecure  ;  you  have  the  pillow  of  peace 
to  lie  on,  and  the  cares  of  the  world  to  make  you 
dream  away  your  time,  and  you  have  no  pinching 
perlecutions  to  awaken  you;  and  if  no  wrefllings 
within, ,  look  for  fecurity  there.  Folly  will  be  the 
death  and  bane  of  fome,  hence  boaft  net.  Security, 
a  fleeping  ficknefs,  will  be  the  difeale  of  others,  if  the 
Lord  prevent  not :  But  I  intend  not  to  anchor  here, 
only  to  let  up  marks  at  thefe  flats,  that  you  may 

avoid  them  and  come  not  near  them. 

,  /  . 

CHAP.  IV.  SECT.  I. 

Shewetb  that  the  foul  that  will  enjoy  communion  with 
Cbrift ,  muft  be  divorced  from  all  other  lords ,  parti - 
cularly  from  lufts ,  and  from  the  law-  The  manner  of 
«  its  efpoufals  unto  Cbrift . 

VTOW,  therefore,  to  come  to  th^  third  thing;  the 
perfons  that  make  this  preparation  are  let  forth, 
i.  In  what  they  all  agree  in,  and  that  is,  firll,  in 
that  they  are  all  virgins  :  What  are  thefe  ?  Anf.  To 
omit  the  popifh  interpretation  of  their  nuns,  and 
mock-virgins, 

I  fhali  rather  make  ufe  of  feripture  to  give  light  to 
interpret  this  place  :  for  opening  of  it,  know,  the 
whole  church  may  be  called  the  fpoufe  of  Ghrilt,  and 
take  every  member  alone,  a  virgin  attending  on  this 
fpoufe,  Pfalm  xlv.  nay  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  calls 
the  whole  church  a  virgin ;  fo  that  by  virgins  are 
meant  whole  particular  churches  of  Chrilt,  together 
with  the  feveral  members  thereof.  Now  virgins  aie 
fuch  as  are  fit  for  marriage,  and  not  defiled  with  any 
man,  as  it  is  faid  of  Rebecca ;  io  by  virgins  is  meant 

thole  that  are  not  polluted  within  or  without  with  the 

evils 
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evils  of  tile  world,  Rev.  xiv.  4.  but  more  is  to  be 
under fiood  here,  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  when  once  marriage 
is  come,  they  ceafe  to  be  virgins,  and  are  wives;  yet 
when  efpoufed  to  Chrilt,  now  they  are  fpiritually  vir¬ 
gins  ;  ^  hence  thefe  here  are  only  like  to  virgins  ;  fo 
that  the  meaning  of  virgins  is  this,  by  virgins  is 
meant  fuch  churches,  or  members  of  churches,  as 
are  divorced  from  all  other  lovers,  and  matched  only 
to  Jefus  Chrill :  thefe  only  look  for  the  coming  of 
f-nnll,  and  communion  with  him,  thefe  only  are 
receiyed  into  communion. 


SECT.  II. 

06/  x.  Who  -ever  look  for  everlafting  communion 
with  the  bridegroom  of  the  church  Jefus  Chrift,  mult 
be  virgins  divorced  from  all  others,  and  efpoufed  onlv 
to  jefus  Chrilt. 

Here  were  indeed  fooliih  ones  among  thefe,  yet  as 
foolifh  and  blind  as  they  were,  they  law  that  this  was 
die  way,  to  be  like  tne  wile,  to  be  virgins  as  well  as 
the\ ,  Plalm  xlv.  xo,  11.  Jer.  iii,  icp,  20.  As  a  wife 

depaits,  lo  ye. — 13ut  how  Hia.ll  I  put  thee  among  the 
“  children,  &c.  You  lhall  call  me,  My  Father,”  that  is, 
One  inftead  of  all  other  things,  “  and  lhall  not  turn 
“  a  fide  from  me,”  FIol.  ii.  23.  there  is  there  communion; 
hence  the  Lord  will,  1.  l  ake  away  the  names  of 
Balaam  :  2.  Betrothe  them  to  himfelf. 

SECT.  III. 

Quell.  W  HAT  is  it  to  be  divorced  from  all  other 
lovers  P 

Anf,  Idolatry  is  called  whoredom  in  feriptu^e,  and 
this  is  one  thing  the  foul  mult  be  divorced  from  be¬ 
fore  it  can  be  matched  to  the  Lord,  Hof.  ii.  2.  I  fliall 
not  need  to  prels  this  here ;  but  there  are  two  other 
things  which  I  fhall  fhew,  for  there  are  two  things 

that 
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that  every  man  doth  before  he  is  efponfed  to  the  Lord 
Jefus  ;  either  firft  he  departs  and  goes  a-whoring,  by 
unlawfully  lulling  after  the  creature,  Pfalm  lxxiir.  27. 
James  iv.  4.  Or,  fecond,  he  is  lawfully  married  as 
he  thinks  unto  the  law,  Rom.  vii.  3,  4.  the  law  is 
there  compared  to  a  hufband,  from  which  Chrift  in¬ 
deed  delivers  his,  yet  fome  Will  flick  to  it :  either  the 
foul  takes  content  in  fome  creature  more  than  in 
Chrift,  or  in  fome  righteoufnefs  more  than  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  :  Now,  to  be  divorced  from  all  other 
things,  is  for  the  heart  to  be  taken  off  from  all  world¬ 
ly  contentments ;  and  from  comforting  itfelf  in  the 
bofom  of  its  own  work  and  righteoufnefs,  and  this 
mull  be  found  in  all  them  that  look  for  communion 
with  the  Lord  Jefus* 


SECT.  IV. 

The  heart  muft  be  divorced  from  lufts  after,  and 
pleafures  in  any  creature;  for  proof,  v/e  muft  know 
this  : 

1.  The  foul  of  every  man  muft  have  fomething  to 
quiet  and  comfort  it,  like  the  ftomach  ;  it  is  death  and 
hell  to  want  it  (as  the  Ifraeliies  in  the  wildernefs) 
hence  it  muft  have  it.  r> 

2.  There  is  nothing  that  can  comfort  the  thirfty 
heart,  but  it  is  either  in  the  fpring,  or  ciftern,  fountain* 
or  bottles ;  either  in  God,  or  in  the  creature. 

3.  Hence  man  having  loft  God,  and  all  good  there, 
feeks  for  it  in  the  creature,  and  becaufe  he  finds  not 
enough  in  one,  digs  for  it  in  another,  Pfalm  iv. 
**  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good?’’  And  hence  the  foul, 
becaufe  it  never  found  that  infinite  fweetnefs  in  God 
himfelf,  lufts  after,  and  delights  in  the  creature  for 
itfelf;  loves  pleafure  for  pleafime ;  delights  in  the 
creature  for  the  creature,  nor  for  God:  why  fhould  lie, 
feeing  he  never  found  content  there  ?  And  here  the 
foul  of  man  cleaves  night  and  day,  committing  fpi- 

ritual 
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ritual  whoredom  before  the  face  of  God  ;  now  if  ever 
uny  foul  has  communion  with  Chritl,  it  mud  be  di¬ 
vorced  from  all  creatures  thus,  for  lud  is  a  defire 

after,  and  content  in  the  creature  for  the  creature’s 
Jake. 

I  T) 

Rcaf.  i.  13  ec  a  tile  while  the  heart  is  in  league  with 
any  creature  beficles  the  Lord,  it  is  at  deadly  enmity 
with  the  Lord,  James  iv.  4.  If  a  man  hath  a  rich 
commodity,  and  one  comes  and  offers  half  the  worth 
of  it,  he  takes  it  as  a  contempt ;  if  it  be  not  worth 
this,  it  is  worth  nothing ;  fo  the  Lord  is  worthy  of 
all  our  love,  our  lives,  our  fouls,  though  we  had  a 
thoufand  of, them;  and  will  a  man  not  part  with  his 
lulls  for  him  ?  I  tell  you,  the  Lord  takes  himfelf 
flighted,  contemned,  and  loathed;  if  not  worth  all 
a  man’s  love,  he  is  worth  nothing  :  now  the  creature 
is  made  a  God,  becaufe  made  a  man’s  laft  end,  which 
is  as  proper  to  God,  as  to  make  him  the  Alpha  of  all. 
Here  the  greatell  wrath  is  to  give  a  man  his  fill 
of  the  creature. 

Reaf.  2.  Becaufe  fo  long  the  foul  cannot  fee,  nor 
come  by  the  eye  and  feet  of  faith  to  the  Lord  jefus, 
John  v.  44.  and  think  Chrift  better  than  all ;  as  birds 
in  a  firing  may  fly  high,  but  when  they  come  to  the 
end  of  the  line,  fall  down  there;  and  fo  though  the 
foul  flies  to  Chrill,  yet  when  indeed  it  comes  to  the 
end  of  parting  with  all,  it  lulls  down,  and  falls  oft' 
from.  Chrift.  Whole  men  have  no  heart  nor  defire 
after  phyficians;  when  all  limbs  are  whole  and  llrong, 
no  defire  after  plaifters  :  fo  while  any  thing  eafes  and 
contents  the  heart,  there  is  no  defire  after  Chrill. 
Hof.  iv:  11.  “  Whoredom  and  wine  have  taken  away 
“  the  heart.” 

Reaf.  3.  Becaufe  fo  long  the  heart,  if  it  do  come, 
cannot  lllay  with  Chrift,  to  do  any  thing  for  Chrift, 
Mat.  vi.  24.  “  You  cannot  ferve  God  and  riches,” 
that  is,  two  mailers,  who  have  conflarit  employment, 
and  Chrill  hath  fet  us  fuch  employment.  Hence  men 

on 
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on  lick-beds  are  tame  as  may  be,  prom  lie  any  thing, 
becaufe  their  joy  in  the  creature  is  gone  :  Hence  on 
the  other  fide,  many  men,  after  many  fpringings 
of  heart,  are  choaked  by  thorns  of  the  world. 

Reaf.  4.  From  the  abundant  love  that  the  Lord 
Jefus  fhews  to  them  that  ever  have,  or  look  for  com¬ 
munion  with  him.  Thofe  to  whom  we  fhew  much 
love,  from  thole  we  expeft  much  again.  As  a  man, 
if  taken  or  call  out  to  be  fervant,  one  looks  not  fci* 
love  from  him ;  but,  when  a  man  hath  given  himfelf, 
and  made  over  all  his  eflate  to  another,  now  all  love 
is  too  little.  So  it  is  with  the  Lord  Jefus,  John  vi. 
Will  you  alfo  depart? 

\  v  .  \  v 

<  ,  ,  /  i  •  V  r‘t  ' 

SECT.  V. 

2.  The  foul  muft  be  divorced  from  the  law, 
that  is,  from  comforting  itlelf  with  the  righteoufnefs 
thereof.  For  explication  of  which,  we  mult  confider 
thefe  things. 

1.  That  the  Lord  doth  not  ever  give  a  man  con¬ 
tent  in  his  fins  and  lulls,  but  wounds  confcience  for 
the  fame. 

2.  -That  fo  long  as  the  Lord  wounds  a  man’s  con¬ 
fcience  for  fin,  no  creature  can  give  a  man  comfort 
or  content :  “  A  wounded  fpirit  who  can  bear  ?” 
Judas  calls  away  hfs  filver  pieces  ;  and  Bellhazzar 
quakes,  who  was  but  even  now  quaffing  in  his  cups. 
As  a  man  that  hath  an  aching  tooth,  or  broken  bones, 
what  can  comfort  him  now  ? 

4.  Hereupon  the  law  falls  upon  a  man,  or  a  man 
meets  with  the  law;  for  as  all  a  man’s  forrow  is  ijpon 
him,  becaufe  the  law  is  broken,  all  a  man’s  care  is 
how  he  may  keep  it  again.  What  fhall  I  do  ?  As 
a  man  call  in  prifon  for  debt,  there  all  is  opened;  and 
the  law,  like  an  earneil:  fuitor,  i.  PrelfeVi  hard  for 
love  and  obedience.  2.  Promifeth  a  rich  portion,  eter¬ 
nal 
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nal  life,  if  he  can  keep  it ;  if  not,  you  mud  be  damned; 
therefore  now  foriake  your  fins,  &c. 

4*  Hence  the  fo-ul,  not  knowing  a  better  lvefband, 
confents  and  refotves  to  cleave  to  it,  Rom.  x.  p 
Deut.  v.  cc  Whatever  the  Lord  will  have  us  do,  we 

will  do  it ;  ’  and  here  it  days,  and  is  comforted, 
heie  it  reds;  as  in  Afa  his  time  all  rejoiced  for  the 
oath,  2  Chron.  xv.  Ida.  lviii.  x,  2.  and  if  it  find  not 
perfect  comfort  becaufe  of  imperfedt  work,  it  the  nr 
clofeth  with  Chrid  for  to  make  up  and  piece  up  allT 

Gal.  v.  1.  And  now,  I  lav,  it  is  comforted  in  what 

* 

it  hath,  and  doth,  and  here  it  reds;  now  from  hence 
it  mult  be  divorced  :  What  need  I  prove  it,  when 
the  apoftle  Hath  lo  fully,  Galat .  per  to  turn ,  and  confi- 
fider  the  young  man,  Mat.  xix.  Divorced,  1  fay, 
the  foul  mult  be  from  this. 

1.  Becaufe  he  that  doth  thus,  fets  up  another 
Chrid,  and  makes  himfelf  his  own  faviour ;  can  the 
Lord  J e ;  as  take  fuch  d  foul  into  communion  with 
him  ?  Suppofe  a  prince  be  pulled  by  his  people  from 
his  throne,  and  they  fet  up  another  pious  prince  to 
rule,  will  this  ferve  the  turn,  to  fay,  he  is  an  honed: 
prince  ?  So  though  duties  be  never  fo  good,  yet  net 
to  advance  Chrid,  is  to  pull  down  Chrid. 

2.  Becaufe  fuch  perfons  do  commonly  mod  op- 
pole  the  Lord  Jefus  in  a  way  of  believing,  though 
not  in  a  way  of  doing  ;  the  Lord  hath  more  ado,  if 
any  of  thefe  be  brought  home,  to  bring  them  in,  they 
have  fomewhat  to  fay  for  themfelves,  they  have  ftrong- 
er  forts,  &c.  The  Scribes  and  Phari fee's  rejected  the 
counfel  of  God  againft  themfelves,  and  hence  no  peo¬ 
ple  left  to  fuch  deep  defer  Lions'  as  thefe,  if  the  Lord 
intend  mercy  to  them,  for  they  have  more  need  than 
others. 

,  * 

3.  Becaufe  hereby  a  man  doth  but  make  a  con  (pi¬ 
racy  again  ft  God’s  greatell  plot  that  ever  he  had  a-foot, 
viz.  to  advance  his  free-gr  ice,  Gal.  v.  4.  you  are  fal¬ 
len  from  grace,  for  nothing  makes  a  man  more  fit  to 

head 
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boaft  than  works,  and  refting  in  them  ;  fin  makes  a 
man  afhamed,  and  therefore  it  they  come  to  heaven, 
they  have  laid  a  foundation  to  thank  themfelves  for 
fomewhat ;  hence  no  communion  with  Jelus  Chrift 
in  this  frame;  no,  the  Lord  will  tear  down  this  foun¬ 
dation,  and  make  the  foul  crv  guilty,  and  make  this 
hufoand,  the  law,  to  be  judge,  to  examine,  and  con¬ 
demn,  and  now  come  to  alk,  What  have  you  to  plead 
for  your  life  and  peace  ?  It  hath  no  plea  to  fhe-w  but 
mercy,  See.  it  hath  its  duties  evidencing  againit  it. 


SEC  T.  VI. 


T 


I  HE  foul  now  comes  to  be  efpoufed  to  the 
Lord  Jefus. 

Queft.  Bow  ? 

Anf.  i.  The  foul  beholding  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  makes  choice  of  him,  as  in  ail  marriage-bonds 
there  is  a  choice  made,  and  if  love  be  great,  there  is 
little  handing  on  terms  :  let  me  have  him  though  I 
beg  with  him  ;  fo  the  foul  fees  fuch  a  iuitableneis  in 
the  Lord  Jefus,  as  that  it  hands  not  on  terms,  let  me 
have  him  though  in  prifon  with  him,  though  in  the 
garden  in  agonies  with  him,  though  'on  the  crois,  in 
cjelertions  with,  him,  he  is  enough,  as  Peter,  when  he 
faw  Chrih  on  the  fea,  dehred  he  might  come  to  him 
there,  Heb.  xi.  26.  Chooftng  the  reproach  of  Chrift,  &c. 
And  look,  ns  Chrift  chooieth  the  foul,  i.  The  whole 
foul.  2.  Eveflaltingly.  3.  Above  all  others.:  fo 
it  makes  choice  of  Chrift,  whole  Chrilt,  Phil.  iii.  9. 
2.  Everlaftingly,  “  The  Lord  is  my  portion  for  ever,’5 
Pfalm  ixxiii.  26.  And  before  ever  vou  can  look  for 
communion  with  him,  you  mult  make  this  choice  of 
him,  and  glad  too  you  may  have  him  on  any  terms; 
nay,  put  it  to  any  foul  the  Lord  hath  done  good  to, 
and  alk  it,  will  you  have  him  ?  It  is  luch  a  mercy, 
I  cannot  conceive  how  one  fo  vile  as  I  fhould  have  it: 
have  him  the  Lord  of  glory,  the  Prince  of  life  and 
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peace  ;  O  yes  :  hence  Peter  Paid,  “  Matter,  what  fhalf 
tc  we  have  that  have  forfaken  all,  and  followed  thee 
2  ou  fh all  fit  with  me  on  thrones .  And  look,  as  Chritt 
now  chufeth  the  foul  above  others,  as  well  as  in  hea- 
ven,  John  xv.  16.  io  it'now  chufeth  Chrift,  “  Whom 
have  1  in  heaven  or  earth:”  many,  when  they  think 
of  death,  or  are  dying,  then  chufe  him,  but  not  now, 
or  chufe  him  for  outward  bleffmgs,  not  fpiritual  favour 
and  life,  John  vi.  26,  27. 

2.  The  foul  hence  gives  itfelf  like  one  efpoufed 
to  her  bulb  and,  to  the  Lord  jefus,  Cant.  ii.  16.  “I  am 
v<  beloved’s  fervants  give  work  for  their  wages, 
and  matters  give  wages  for  their  work,  but  hufoands 
and  wives  give  themfelves  one  unto  another ;  fuitors 
alio  give  tokens  to  draw  on  love,  not  themfelves  ;  fa 
iervants  in  the  church,  they  do  for  God  in  hope  of 
wages,  and  the  Lord  bleffeth  them,  it  may  be,  outward- 
ly ;  but  he  that  is  efpoufed  to  Chrift,  gives  himfelf, 
Lord,  I  can  do  nothing  for  thee,  give  nothing  to  thee; 
but  I  give  myfelf  to  thee,  that  thou  wouldlt  work 
in  me,  and  by  me,  Rom.  vi.  13.  So  the  Lord  is 
a  fui'tor  to  many  a  man  that  never  gives  himfelf 
to  him  :  he  gives  them  feme  comforts,  fome  win¬ 
ning,  drawing,  melting  mercies,  but  not  himfelf ; 
they  give  him  fome  entertainment,  and  good  words, 
a  thoufand  willies,  as  Capernaum  did,  but  not 
themfelves  ;  but  this  mutt  be,  if  ever  you  look  for 
communion  with  him  :  hence  David  faith,  “  I  am 
thine,  lave  me  hence  fome  made  Ihip wreck  of 
faith,  they  were  not  the  Lord’s;  hence  the  Lord  faith, 
lie  knows  who  are  bis,  2  Tim.  ii.  18,  19.  he  fends 
their  tokens  again  :  for  look,  as  it  is  an  evidence  of 
much  love  wrhen  a  man  gives  the  dear  eft  thing  he 
hath,  viz.  his  whole  felff  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  fo  it  is 
alfo  an  evidence  of  little  love,  when  he  will  not  give, 
efpecially  another's  own  :  thou  art  none  of  thine  own, 
thou  hall  but  little  love,  if  thou  give  not  thyfelf 
to  him,  without  which,  never  look  for  life  and  com¬ 
munion  with  the  Lord. 

3.  The 
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3.  The  foul  hence  takes  full  contentment  in  the 
Lord  Jefus,  as  a  fpoufe  hath  enough,  would  not  change 
for  all  the  world,  as  Peter,  when  he  had  a  glimple  of 
Chrilt’s  glory,  “  Lord,  let  us  be  here  or,  as  Simeon, 
that  had  been  waiting  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael, 
when  once.  he  .  had  Chrift  in  his  arms,  “  Now  let  thy 
“  fervant  depart  in  peace  I  have  enough,  now  let 
me  die,  and  not  live  to  fin  more ;  and  it  is  certain,  as 
there  is  fomewhat  in  creatures  that  contents  the  heart 
without  Chrift  in  an  unregenerate  man,  fo  contrary- 
wife  in  a  regenerate,  John  iii.  29.  if  hearing  the  bride¬ 
groom  is  joy,  what  is  having  him  ?  Indeed  they  take 
content  in  other  things,  but  as  coming  from  the  Huf- 
band ;  and  this  you  muft  do  if  ever  you  look  for  com¬ 
munion  with  him  j  cannot  you  be  content  with  the 
Lord  alone  in  heaven ;  you  fhall  never  come  there 
then,  left  you  quarrel  for  want  of  fomething.  Men 
make  nothing  ol  this,  to  bathe  their  hearts  in  the  fun, 
and  joy  in  what  they  have,  and  hope  to  have,  but  the 
Lord  may  be  gone,  and  you  grieve  not ;  why  ?  be- 
caufe  other  things  eafe  your  hearts.  There  can  be  no 
communion  hereafter  if  you  defpife  it  now. 

SECT.  VII. 

Ufe  1.  T HIS  ferves  to  difcover  the  great  error, moil 
common  and  dangerous  of  the  whole  Chriftian  world, 
who  think  that  they  may  love  and  embrace  the  world 
and  the  Lord  Jefus  too,  and  be  faved  at  laid  by  him 
too  ;  that  is,  they  may  not  be  virgins,  but  go  a-whoring 
from  Chrift,  and  yet  partake  of  Chrift,  and  mercy 
from  him  :  that  look,  as  it  was  in  thofe  iad  days, 
Ifa.  iv.  1.  fo,  in  thefe  days,  many  lay  hold  on  Jeius 
Chrift,  they  will  eat  their  own  bread,  live  on  their 
own  lulls,  and  wear  their  own  apparel,  their  own  rags, 
“  Only  let  us  be  called  by  thy  name  (believers)  to  take 
away  our  reproach for  that  is  an  open  fhame  not  to 
believe  in  Chrift  •  For  this  is  the  profeffed  thought  of 
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fome  ;  every  one  is  a  (inner,  and  I  am  one,  and  a 
great  one  too,  and  wlio  can  fay  his  heart  is  clean 
none  can  free  himfelf  from  fin  in  this  life,  and  I  can¬ 
not  do  it  if  I  would:  and  hence  look  on  Chrilt  to  fave 
them,  though  fin  ileeps  in  them  :  you  cannot  have 
both:  I  would  but  enquire,  hath  not  every  man  fome- 
thmg  that  contents  him?  what  is  it?  is  it  the  love,  the 
fellow  (hip  ol  Jefus  ?  yes,  it  may  be  at  a  lacrament,  and 
may  ^  uot ,  lor  toou  may  eft  fay,  the  ford  never  yet 
leveated  his  love  and  ieit  unto  me,  never  yet  allured 
itie,  yet  fomewhat  joys  thy  heart.  What  think  you, 
can  you  have  the  Lord,  and  content  yourfelves  thus 
with  other  things  ?  why  ?  I  trull  to  him  I  hope  fo  ; 
!■-  cannot  oe  10.  Ir  tire  Lord  jelus  was  a  patron  of 
brothel  houfes,  a  protector  of  (few's,  you  might  think 
fo  ;  fonre  fay  they  cannot  pray  to  him,  nor  praife  him; 
why  ?  fomething  elfe  contents  them  belides  him  ;  but 
know  it  cannot  be  lo  :  I  know  a  faint  may  be  taken 
afide,  as  David  with  envy  at  others  prolperlty ;  but 
when  he  confiders  of  it,  O  what  a  bead  !  he  returns 
again.  The  raven  and  the  dove  were  lent  forth,  the 
one  came  again  and  again,  the  other  not ;  therefore 
as  Jofhua  xxiv.  brought  the  people  to  thefe  thoughts. 
You  cannot  fe  rite  the  Lord ,  and  other  jrodsy  as  Junius 
notes,  fo  bring  thyfelf  to  that  ilrait :  6  that  the  Lord 
would  let  on  this  one  thing  this  day  !  when  I  fadly 
weigh  it,  it  confounds  me,  and  makes  me  fay,  Lord, 
Who  then  can  tre  faved  !  I  know  with  Ood  all  things' 

are  poftible,  but  this  is  rare. 

>  '  *•/.  \  •  •’  .  . 

SEC  T.  VIII. 

Ufe  2  He  NCE  vve  may  learn  who  they  are  that 
never  fhall  have  everlafling  communion  with  the 
Lord  Jefus,  viz.  thofe  that  never  were  efpoufed  to 
him,  and  you  may  know  this,  if  never  yet  divorced 
from  all  others  befides  him,  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  25,  26.  I 
lhall  flay  a  while  here,  becauie  there  is  never  an  un¬ 
found 
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found  heart  in  the  world,  but  as  they  fa y  of  witches, 
they  have  fome  familiar  that  fucks  them,  fo  they 
have  fome  lull  that  is  beloved  of  them,  fome  beloved 
there  is  they  have  given  a  prpmife  to,  never  to  for- 
lake  ;  and  allb,  bccaule  moil  men  do  icem  and  think 
they  are  virgins  eipoufed  to  Ghrift,  and  look  for 
communion  with  him,  and  yet  not  divprced  from  all 
other  belides  him.  I  (hall  (hew  hence, 

1.  When  the  foul  is  in  league  with  the  creature. 

2.  When  married  to  the  law.  '  I  fhould  account 
It  lrappy  if  any  be  found  out. 

CHAP.  V.  SECT.  I. 

}  . 

Sheweth  the  marks  and  figns  whereby  the  foul  may  know 
whether  he  be  in  league  or  love  with  any  luft  or 
creature ,  or  married  to  the  law . 

rp 

1  HOSE  that  never  were  in  bitternefs  and  forrow 
of  heart  for  the  lofs  of  God.  For  thefe  two  things 
are  as  clear  as  the  fun  : 

i.  That  the  lofs  of  God  is  the  greateft  lofs  ;  for  it 
is  the  utmoft  and  lall  plague  upon  the  damned  in  hell: 
my  comforts,  my  friends,  means,  heaven  is  gone,  but 
if  God  were  mine,  I  would  be  comforted  ;  no,  God 
i§  gone  :  hence  no  forrow  for  any  lofs  I o  much  as  for 
this.  Saul,  i  Sam.  xxviii.  18.  God  is  departed  from 
me.  Hence  fore  diltreffed.  Nay,  the  Lord  Jefus, 
when  the  Father  departed  for  a  time,  and  he  knew 
he  would  return  and  vifit  him,  cried  out,  u  My  God, 
“  why  hall:  thou  forfaken  me  i”  2.  That  all  men 
living  have  loft  God,  [fa.  lix.  1,  2.  Pfalm  Iviii.  3. 

The  wicked  go  aftray  from  the  womb.”  Now 
I  would  demand  why  men  either  feel  no  lofs  at  all, 
or  if  they  do,  have  not  fo  much  grace  as  the  damned 
in  hell,  to  mourn  bitterly  for  it,  lo  as  nothing  can 
comfprt  them,  or  if  they  do,  they  are  loon  eafed,  and 
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quieted  before  the  Lord  returns  ?  Why  furely  here  is 
the  great  caule  of  it,  they  have  fome  other  thing  to 
cafe  their  hearts  in  the  want  and  lofs  of  God,  Jen 
ii.  13,  14.  Men  mud  have  water  to  drink,  why  do 
men  live  from  the  fountain,  nor  go  to  it,  nay  not 
know  it  ?  Becaufe  they  have  broken  pits,  and  wells 
at  their  own  doors  :  lo  here.  And  hence  the  damn¬ 
ed  that  have  lived  at  eafe  here  all  their  life-time,  as 
foon  as  ever  dead,  then  they  cry  out  of  the  lofs  of 
God,  when  it  is  too  late,  becaufe  while  they  lived, 
they  had  fomewhat  to  eafe  themfelves  withal.  And 
hence  many  that  have  lived  long  with  convinced  fpi- 
rits  and  guilty  confciences,  when  they  come  to  die, 
then  they  are  in  perplexities  of  mind,  agonies  of  heart, 
infomuch  as  their  iweat  trickles  like  water  from  them, 
and  their  doleful  out-cries  for  lofs  of  time,  flrike  to 
the  hearts  of  all  that  come  near  them.  Oh  !  God  is 
gone,  becaufe  now  all  comforts  Which  were  their 
gods,  and  inftead  of  God  before,  have  taken  their 
final  leave  of  them.  Search  your  hearts  therefore  all 
you  that  hear  me  this  day.  Waft  thou  never  troubled 
yet  ?  Yes,  I  have  loft  my  health,  my  child,  my  huf- 
band,  my  goods,  and  this  hath  troubled  me  :  But  tell 
me,  didft  thou  never  feel  a  lofs  of  God  bleffed  for¬ 
ever  ?  lofs  of  his  light,  his  fweetnels,  his  love,  his  fel- 
lovvfhip,  his  prefence,  &c.  and  this  hath  been  thy  in¬ 
tolerable  load  ?  Or  if  thou  haft  felt  it,  haft  thou 
fought  and  found  him  ?  No,  but  art  jocund  in  that 
eftate,  and  now  and  then  it  troubles  thee  a  little,  then 
it  is  certain  and  as  clear  as  the  fun,  there  is  fome 
creature  or  content  that  thy  heart  is  in  league  withal, 
which  eafeth  thee  in  the  want  of  God,  and  which  is 
inftead  of  God  to  thee,  and  which  therefore  is  thy 
God.  It  may  be  thy  apparel,  thy  wife,  child,  &c. 
and  if  thou  die  in  this  eftate,  never  (halt  thou  have 
communion  with  Jefus  Chrift,  46  The  mouth  of  the 
44  Lord  hath  fpoken  it.” 

Sign  2.  Doll  thou  find  the  Lord  a  flranger  to  thee 
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in  all  his  ordinances,  wherein  it  may  be  the  Lord 
fweetly,  and  wonderfully,  and  mightily,  yet  not  alway, 
but  feafonably  reveals  himfelf  to  others.  Oh  but  thy 
heart  dries  and  parches  away,  and  that  without  much 
trouble  under  them  all.  If -fo,  lufpect  it,  believe  it, 
that  there  is  fome  league  with  a  lull.  For  there  is 
a  double  life  of  a  Chriltian.  i.  An  outward  life, 
which  others  fee  :  Men  lee  he  comes  to  church,  prays 
in  the  family,  Lc.  2.  There  is  a  fecret  inward  life; 
according  to  that  of  Matth.  vi.  6.  u  Thy  bather 
“  which  feeth  in  fecret,”  which  none  knows  but  him¬ 
felf,  and  the  Lord  ;  and  this  is  an  ineffable  commu¬ 
nion  with  God,  vihon  of  God,  delight  in  God,  &c. 
Pfalm  xlv.  “  The  King’s  daughter  is  all  glorious 
44  within. V  There  is  an  open  life*  of  prayer,  and 
hearing,  and  falling,  and  there  is  an  inward,  fecret 
life  in  all  thefe,  wherein  the  Lord  acquaints  himlelf 
with  his  people,  Pfalm  lxiii.  1,  2,3.  u  lo  lee  thee  as 
4C  I  have  feen  thee.”  Now  there  be  divers  have 
this  open  life  ;  yet  wanting  the  fecret  life.  As  we 
love  not  to  live  among  tombs,  nor  to  have  any  com¬ 
munion  with  dead  men  ;  fo  the  Lord  is  a  flranger  to 
them.  He  may"  fecretly  fvveeten  an  ordinance  to 
them,  and  move  them,  and  ihake  ancj  trouble  them, 
but  himfelf  is  a  liranger,  fpiritual  miferies  not  remov¬ 
ed,  fpiritual  mercies  not  conveyed,  Ila.  lviii.  r,  2,  3,-4. 
C£  Why  have  we  failed,  and  thou  regarded  not  ?  — 
lL  You  took  pleafure,  faith  the  Lord,  and  break  the 
<£  bonds  of  wickednels,”  &c.  I  know  faints  may  be 
thus  denied,  and  it  may  be  for  Iome  fpace  of  time, 
yet  they  quarrel  not  with  God  for  denying  them,  but 
are  more  taken  off  from  pleafures  thereby.  u  ihou 
46  hidll  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled,”  though  the 
mount  flood  Hill.  But  iome  there  be  whom  neither 
good  day  mends  them,  nor  bad  day  pairs  them  : 
Surely  there  is  fome  content  thy  heart  us  bewitched 
withal.  That  look  as  it  is  with  a  fuitor  to  another, 
let  him  while  he  comes  to  her,  profefs  never  io  much 
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love,  and  defire  love,  yet  if  vvhc„  i  r  , 

commits  lewdnefs  with  every  one  !f  Soes  from  her, 
onr  q„  •  >  everyone,  file  will  lock  him 

out.  So  it  .s  here  ;  never  did  I  know  any  locked  oZ 

{Z1  t  P°wer  and  fvveetnefs  of  ordinances  but  be! 

caiiie  they  went  a-whorino-  from  j  r  i 
nm  ^  ,  ,  UU[I6  irom  vjrOCi  out  of  them 

is  fi>  wkh  knowsT(though  others  do  not)  whether  it 
•  .  yOU‘  Gook  therefore  upon  thvfelf  you 

ewZ'frnh  means  every- where  in  this  place.  ’  Is  it 
enough  to  have  ordinances  ?  the 'ark?  xr„  1 

find  the  Lord  in  them  ?■  bleffed  be  God.  Bu’t  Si  me 

fi'nd  h in!  S’!  r 11 1  n°  Want  °f  God  ?  Do  you 

c  him*  1  more  knowledge  ilreno-rh 

But  do  you  find  no  God  ufually  ?  No.  TbL  ’eithei 

forae  oreature  comonB  or  if  ,he  Lord  IbrndJ 

tlee’  tl)0U  w°uldll  h;  content  without  him 
Man  -  w.le  wi„  (if , hey  ,o,«)  ,Met  «  ^  jS 

*  ®Ut.  7h.en  no  meeting,  dead  prayers,  dryfer- 

t°‘\SL  PT  3uaCramentS’  WOrfe  than  befC)re.  If  thou 
p’  "°rd  s,  he  will  by  afflictions  purge,  &c 

m  heav!SU  ^  for  ^ 

S:gn  3.  Doll  thou  find  no  reft  in  any  thing-  that 

th°U  h,a  ,^or  'h,s  13  clear,  nothing  can  give  reft- to 
a  man  s  ioul  but  God :  He  is  big  enough  only  to  fill 

it  and  then  a  man  hath  it,  Ita.  xxvi.  3.  Now  if  no 

I?  ’  '}  1S„  a  fign  ^y  heart  (ticks  to  the  creature,  yet 
t.iou  fayed  I  would  lain  have  the  Lord  :  It  may  be  fo- 

l>ut  tliou  wouldft  have  creatures  too.  And  -hence 
God  will  not,  and  creatures  cannot  give  the  fulnefs 
of  red.  lhus  it  was  with  Solomon,  Ecclef.  ii.  3. 
So  it  is  with  thee,  thou  finded  thy  foul  delighting  itfelf 
m  all  tmngs;  yet  vanity  and  vexation,  and  withal 
giving  thyiell  to  wifdom  too.  It  is  true,  a  faint  feels 
an  emptmels  in  thefe  things,  yet  he  feels  a  fulnefs  in 
fometh.ng  elfe  :  (He  hath  better  meat  which  you 
know  not  ol)  which  Solomon  did  not  for  a  time 
yet  afterward  he  did.  But  thou  finded  a  vanity  and 
trouble,  and  art  never  at  peace  when  all  is  done,  wea- 
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yy  0f  the  world:  But  hath  the  Lord  fw a  11  owed  thee  lip 
into  hiinfelf,  in  the  cloud  of  his  glory,  fo  that  in  his 
favour  and  prefence  thou  findeit  life  ?  No :  Then 
there  is  fume  lull  thou  loved,  and  dying  thus,  fhalL 
never  fee  the  face  of  Chrilt.  Yea,  this  will  come  as  a 
heavy  indictment  againilthee,  that  God  hath  fo  weari¬ 
ed  thee  in  thy  way.  Yet  jer.  ii.  25.  “  There  is  no 
“  hope,  after  thy  lovers  thou  wilt  go.”  You  fliall 
fcarce  find  any  but  feel  the  creature  vain,  and  yet  get 
not  to  reft  in  God. 


SECT.  II. 

1  y  '  ■  -  1 

*  •  ,  » 

Dlfcoveries  whether  we  are  married  to  the  law  or 
not.  And  here  I  fhall  flay  longer.  Where  I  premife 

1.  When  I  fpeak  of  not  being  married  to  the  law 
inftead  of  Chrilt,  I  do  not  hereby  exempt  yourfelves 
from  obedience  to  the  law,  after  you  are  in  Chrift. 

2.  Do  not  think  I  fpeak  againft  all  evidencing  your 
eftates  from  conformity  to  the  law;  though  I  do 
from  fome  fubjedtion  and  obedience  performed  to  the 
law.  • 

1.  If  the  law  was  never  dead  in  thee,  thou  art  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  law,  Rom.  vii.  2.  Now  look  as  it  is  with 
a  hufband,  if  the  wife  be  fick,  and  he  be  at  home, 
whoever  forfakes  her,  he  will  comfort  her,  and  fup- 
port  and  chear  her  ;  fo  that  if  he  chear  her  not,  it  id 
a  lign  he  is  dead  ;  if  he  doth,  it  is  a  fign  he  is  alive  ; 
for  the  life  of  the  law,  is  the  comfort  and  fupport  that 
the  law  doth  give  for  a  time.  So  that  thou  wert  ne¬ 
ver  brought  to  that  fore  ltrait,  that  thou  haft  net 
felt  any  one  duty  to  chear  or  revive  thee,  and  comfort 
thee,  but  halt  found  fome  little  thing  or  other  to  do 
it,  it  is  certain  you  are  yet  married  to  tiro  law.  Ex.gr. 
It  may  be  thou  halt  been  troubled  in  mind  for  thy 
fins  ;  what  hath  cheated  thee  ?  I  have  forfaken  them, 
end  call  out  Jonah,  and  there  has  been  a  calm  :  Why 

this 
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this  forfaking  thy  fins  (which  hath  not  been  all  but 
lotne)  is  not  Chrift,  but  an  a£t  of  the  law.  Oh  but 

!.  ,ave  ,tallea  aSain  fins,  this  hath  troubled  thee : 

V  hat  hath  cheared  thee  ?  I  have  repented  and  been 
lorry  lor  them,  and  purpofed  to  do  fo  no  more.  This 
is  the  life  ot  the  law  Hill.  Oh  but  you  find  fins  pre¬ 
vailing  againit  you,  and  you  cannot  part  with  them  - 
and  hence  dare  not  refolve  againit  them.  Oh  but  my 
defire  is  good,  though  mv  will  hath  ever  been  againit 
them.  Oh  ignorance  !  This  defire  is  but  a  work  of 
the  law,  it  is  not  Chrift.  Oh  but  I  have  found  no  de¬ 
fine  Sometime  :  What  hath  quieted  you  now  ?  1  have 
trulied  to  Chrift :  You  have  done  it.  The  Lord  ne¬ 
ver  made  you  feel  a  need  of  the  Lord,  to  draw  you  to 

trull ;  though  to  be  affured  of  Chrift’s  love.  Is  this 
a  legal  a£t  ? 

Anf  As  obedience  to  the  law,  done  by  the  power  • 
of  Chrift,  is  an  evangelical  work,  lo  to  perform  any 
evangelical  work  from  a  man’s  lelf,  is  a  legal  work  ; 
and  you  are  under  the  life  of  the  law.  So  that 
thou  halt  not  been  brought  to  that  pafs  as  the  church, 
the  fpoule,  was,  Ifa.  liv.  5,  6.  And  as  one  of  my  beft 
friends,  and  belt  men  that  lives  this  day  in  the  world, 
after  many  wreltlings  to  find  fomewhat  in  himfelfi 
to  chear  him,  and  could  not ;  “  Now,  faith  he,  if  ' 
“  die  Lord,  out  of  his  good  nature,  &c.  do  not  help 
“  me,  I  am  undone  for  ever ;  for  I  have  a  heart  and 
“  a  nature  againit  him,  and  the  more  I  do,,  the  worfe 
“  I  am.”  And  therefore  thither  I  look.  Surely  you 
are  under  the  life  of  the  law,  and  are  far  enough  off 
from  Chrift,  if  not  fenfible  of  this.  Not  that  a  man 
is  always  thus  ;  for  he  that  cannot  feel  afterward  the 
Lord  Jcfus  by  the  power  of  his  grace  working  in  his 
heart,  I  would  conclude,  he  never  had  any  at  all. 
But  at  firlt  it  is  fo.  For  thefe  two  things  man  natu- 
r<ally  feeks, 

1.  To  have  a  righteoufnefs  in  himfelf  that  will  eafe 
him. 

2.  To 


ten  virgins.  43 


2.  To  have  it  from  himfelf :  Kitchin-phyfic  is  not 


far  to  fetch.-  .  , 

Now  the  Lord’s  plot  in  faving  his,'  is,  i.  lo  maice 

them  feek  it  out  of  themfelves  in  another :  “  Look 
“  unto  me  and  be  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.” 
2.  To  have  all  from  another,  that  fo  no  flejk  might 
glory  before  him .  And  to  doubt  of  this,  is  to  doubt 
whether  God  hath  plotted  the  glory  of  his  grace  or  no. 
Hence  the  Lord  empties  the  foul  of  both,  that  the  foul 
faith,'  AJhur  pall  not  five  us ,  Hofea  xiv.  3,  4-  Noae 
durft,  none  can  comfort  it.  And  now,  to  the  won¬ 
derment  of  heaven,  and  everlafting  joy  of  a  poor 
caft-away,  and  the  eternal  honour  of  his  free- grace, 
now,  and  never  till  now,  doth  he  begin  to  make 
the  match  between  the  Lord  Jefus  and  this  poor  loul: 
And  as  the  Lord  never  comes  to  him  till  now,  fo  he 
never  will  come  to  the  Lord,  while  he  hath  the  lealt 
good  ;  as  it  was  with  the  prodigal,  while  any  hulks, 
or  as  it  was  with  the  woman  with  her  bloody  lflue, 
while  any  money  to  fpend  on  other  phyficians,  never 
will  try  what  Chrift  can  do.  And  therefore  thofe 
that  never  yet  knew  of  the  death  ot  the  law;  they 
are  yet  married  to  it,  Rom.  ii-  1 7 •  ^  know  many 

a  foul  grieves  for  the  death  of  this  hufband,  a? id  now 
thinks  tt  is  undone,  I  cannot  do  this  and  that,  though 
formerly  I  could  indeed;  I  fay,  if  there  be  an\  io\e 
of  Chrift,  now  is  the  time  of  it.  Only  underhand 


God’s  fcope  here  in  it. 

Sign  2.  If  a  man  complains  more  or  chiefly  for 

want  of  grace  or  righteoufnefs,  to  remove  fin,  arm  ot 

fo  much  for  want  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  I  hen  in  this  cafe  it 

is  as  it  is  with  a  woman,  that  man  tor  whole  a 0 fence 

fhe  mourns  moft,  that  is  her  hufband  :  She  faith  the 

other  is,  no  but  he  is  not.  do  this  is  the  t  il  ate  ot 

many  a  foul,  they  have  neither  Chrift  nor  righteouf- 

•  nefs  :  Now  they  complain  to  much,  that  then;  hearts 

fmk  and  die  away  quite  within  them  :  And  what  is  it 

for  ?  I  cannot  do  this,  nor  I  do  not  find  nor  feel  fnch 
-  7  -  ’  figns 
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%r!3  and  affections  within  me.  Such  a  viL  heart  T 
know  not  the  like  fuch  riling  in  my  heart  to  fin  Ind 
though >.3  of  it ;  why  ,1  you  had  Chrift,  all  this  would 
be  mended..  ‘  I  can  do  all  through  Chrift.”  But 

you  complain  not  for  want  of  Chrift,  nor  need  of  him 
Irom  thefe  two  arguments, 

1.  Bee  a  life  the  feeling  of  your  fins,  does  not  make 
you  reel  a  greater  need  of  Chrift,  as  John,  “  I  have 

WC^-f  b.apt,?d’:’  &C-  but  drivi  you  further 
Irom  Can  ft,  anu  reaion  it  out  again!!  him  :  And  why  > 

Became  you  would  have  a  righteoufnefs  without  him 
which  you  hand  in  need  of. 

2.  Bscaufe  he  that  feels  a  need  of  the  Lord  Tefus 
ftall  not  when  he  is  offered,  need  intreating  to  take 
him  ;  as  you  fhall  not  need  intreat  hungry  men  to  eat 
*he.r  bread  you  fhall  not  need  to  intreat  Zacheus  to 
receive  Chs  ift  joyfully.  But  no  commands,  no  intrea- 
ties  can  prevail  with  you  to  take  him  when  he  is  of. 
ered,  you  have  no  heart  to  it.  Like  women  that  love 

their  own  hufbands  grieve  fo  for  their  abfence,  that 
tney  have  no  heart  to  any  other  offer.  Is  it  thus  with 
udee  .  1  hen  it  is  with  thee,  as  it  was  with  that  young 
man,  that  alked  Chrift  what  he  lhould  do  to  inherit 
eternal  life  ;  he  liked  Chrift  well,  but  he  did  not  feel 

f  need  ,of  Chrift  himfelf  fo  much,  as  of  fome  more 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  ability  to  do  it.  It  is  the 
great  plot  of  Arminians,  to  make  Chrift  a  means  only 
to  make  every  man  a  firft  Adam  ;  fetting  men  to  work 
for  their  living  again  ;  for  they  grant  all  grace  is  loft 
all  comes  from  Chrift,  Chrift  gives  all,  and  to  Chrift 
we  tnuft  look  for  all ;  and  then  when  we  have  it,  ufe 
it  well,  thus  you  fhall  have  life,  elfe  look  for  death  : 
So  it  is  a  mifery  many  a  find  is  in.  Men  will  trade 
in  fmall  wares,  rather  than  'live  on  another’s  alms. 

J) )  you  think  the  Lord  takes  it  well  to  make  him  a 
merchant  for  your  ends  ?  Oh  no,  never  look  to  have 
communion  with  him  in  this  !  ' 

sm  3-  Thole  that  dole  with,  but  rejoice  more  in  a 

'  little 
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little  grace  they  receive  from  Chrifl,  than  in  all  the 

fulnefs  in  Chriil,  more  in  a  little  they  do,  than  in  all 
the  Lord  Jefus  hath  done,  Phil.  iii.  3.  That  is  a  wo¬ 
man’s  hufband,  whom  fhe  rejoiceth  moft  in.  Do  you 
rejoice  more  in  what  you  have  received  from  him  (for 
a  hypocrite  may  receive  from  Chrift.,  John  xv.  2.) 
than  in  what  there  is  in  him  ?  It  argues  a  whoriffa. 

.  heart.  I  know  a  man  may  rejoice  in  what  Chrift 
works  in  him,  but,  1.  Not  more  in  this  than  in  Chrift 
himfelf.  2.  A  child  of  God  may,  while  he  knows 
not  whether  Chriil  is  his,  do  fo  :  but  you  think  the 
Lord  is  your’s  ;  well  when  you  feel  affections  and  life 
then  you  are  glad,  when  that  is  loft  then  fad  ;  why  is 
there  no  life  when  thou  art  dead,  no  glory  when  thou 
art  bafe,  no  wifdom,  no  communion  with  God,  when 
thou  haft  none  ?  Yes,  why  doft  thou  not  rejoice 
in  this  which  is  here  moft  fully,  which  faints  preferr¬ 
ing,  pleafe  the  Lord  more  by,  than  by  giving  the 
glory  of  angels  infinite  millions  of  years  :  Oh  thy 
heart  is  not  in  love  with  Chrift,  but  fomewhat  elfe, 
for  here  is  the  joy  of  all  faints,  “  In  thy  feed  (hall 
46  all  nations  account  themfelves  bleffed  all  nations, 
one  and  another,  Ifa.  xlv.  24,  25.  44  Shall  all  the  feed 
icofIfrael  be  juftified,  and  ihall  glory.”  Confider, 
therefore,  this,  thou  art  fometime  joyed ;  why  ?  O 
I  find  my  heart  thus  and  thus  ;  and  is  this  all  ?  yes, 
for  when  this  is  gone,  all  joy  dies  ;  and  fhould  I  not 
do  thus  ?  yes,  elfe  thou  never  felt  comfort  of  it :  but 
not  only  rejoice  here,  but  when  the  beam  is  gone, 
the  Lord  is  not  gone,  Rom.  vii.  laft,  when  the  bottles 
are  fpent,  the  fpring  is  full. 

4.  He  that  performs  any  duty  ultimately  to  eafe 
his  confidence,  he  is  married  yet  unto  the  law;  for 
there  are  two  forts  of  duties  to  the  law. 

1.  Some  are  directed  to  give  Chrift  content  to  eafe 
his  heart,  by  feeing  God’s  love  in  Chrift,  then  love 
being  filed,  the  heart  fheds  it  on  Chrift  again  :  and 
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thus  faith  the  apoflle,  “  I  through  the  law  am  dead 
i£  to  it,  that  I  might  live  to  God,”  Gal.  ii.  19. 

2.  Some  are  to  give  the  foul  eafe,  it  fees  fin,  and 
fears  it  mull  die,  and  the  devil  appears,  and  when  it 
lies  down,  it  fears  it  (hall  never  awaken  again  ;  and 
when  it  hears,  thinks  no  mercy,  but  only  threats 
belong  to  it :  and  hence  having  no  peace  of  confcience 
to  think  God  will  love  it,  it  loves  duties*  doth  duties, 
and  now  takes  thefe  for  good  tokens  and  figns  of  love, 
and  if  it  feels  a  need  of  Ghrifl,  it  is  only  to  eafe  it. 
Now  a  man  is  married  to  the  law,  when  he  crouds 
for  eafe  into  the  bofom  oi  it,  Deut.  v.  37.  they  were 
in  great  fear,  “  Whatever  God  will  have  us  do,  we 
will  do  it is  it  not  thus  with  many  ?  How  (hall  we 
know  this  ? 

Anf,  Doft  thou  find  this  while  fears  and  terrors  of 
confcience  are  on  thee,  fo  long  thou  doft  feek,  and 
pray,  and  hear,  and  call  on  God,  and  when  they  are 
worn  away  with  time,  or  blown  over  with  feeling 
fome  good  things,  and  hopes  from  them,  then  thy 
heart  is  carelefs  again  ;  it  is  certain  you  are  yqt  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  law  :  as  many  a  man  exceeding  forward 
while  preft  under  fenfe  of  fin  for  a  year  or  two. 
Lord !  how  many  hundreds  drop  away  by  little  and 
little  afterwards  ?  Dent.  v.  29.  “  Oh  that  there  were 
“  luch  a  heart  alway.”  Matth.  iii.  3.  7,  to  13.  they 
law  a  wrath  to  come,  hence  feared,  and  hence  came 
to  John’s  baptifm  to  repent  and  confefs  him. 

5.  No  man  that  is  married  to  the  law,  but  his  fig- 
leaves  ever  cover  fome  nakednefs  ;  all  the  duties  ever 
brood  fome  lull :  there  is  fome  one  fin  or  other  the 
man  lives  in,  which  either  the  Lord  difcovers,  and 
he  will  not  part  with,  as  the  young  man,  or  elfe  is  fo 
fpiritual  he  cannot  fee  all  his  life-time  ;  read  through 
the  ftridleli  of  ail,  and  fee  this,  Matth.  xxiii.  painted 
lepulchres  :  Paul  that  was  blamelefs,  yet  Eph.  ii.  3. 
Tit.  iii.  3.  fervecl  divers  lufts  and  .pleafures,  and 
the  reafon  is,  the  law  is  not  the  minillration  of  the 

Spirit, 
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Spirit,  2  Cor.  iii.  3,  9.  which  breaks  off  from  every 
fm  there  is  no  law  that  can  give  life,  Gal.  iii.  21* 
And  hence  many  men  have  llrong  reflations,  and 
break  all  again  ;  hence  men  fin,  and  furrow,  and  pray 
again,  and  then  go  with  more  eafe  to  their  fin  ;  ex¬ 
amine  thyfelf,  is  there  any  living  lull  with  thy  righte- 
oufnefs  ?  it  is  lure  it  is  a  righteoufnefs  that  thou  art 
married  to,  and  never  wert  yet  matched  to  Chrilt  ; 
hence  note  thyfelf,  it  may  be  thou  haft  refted  in 
duties,  and  fince  more  light  came,  faw  it ;  and  feeing 
this,  thinking  that  here  is  all  thy  error,  thou  haft  la¬ 
boured  to  fee  the  emptinefs  of  thy  own  righteoufnefs, 
and  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  and  now  thou  art  come  to 
both,  and  now  well.  So  then  thou  haft  not  found  out 
any  lull  thou  liveft  in  all  that  time  ;  nor  the  venom 
of  thy  old  nature;  no;  why  then  I  pronounce  thou 
art  yet  married  to  the  law,  take  and  truft  never  fo 
much  to  Chrill’s  righteoufnefs,  if  under  the  power  of 
a  proud  heart,  an  unclean  heart  ftill,  never  ipeak  of 
Chrift. 

Sign  6.  They  that  are  fearful  to  be  troubled  at  their 
eftate  to  have  it  prove  ill,  which  a  faint  may  do,  yet 
brings  it  out  to  the  light  at  laft,  John  iii,  20.  When 
a  woman  is  married  to  a  condemned  man,  guilt  being 
upon  him,  he  loves  not  to  be  feen  abroad  in  the  fight 
of  others  ;  thou  heareft  a  fermon,  and  art  loath  it 
fhould  be  found  out,  loath  to  be  troubled  ;  he  that 
hath  righteoufnefs  in  Chrift  will  not  cnlv  bring  it  to 
trial,  before  men,  but  God  himfelf.  Now  is  it  thus 
with  any  of  you  ?  what  fhall  I  lay  ?  fhall  I  fay  that 
Chrift  is  or  may  be  thine  in  this  eftate  ?  truly  if  I 
durft  I  fhould:  blefs  thyfelf  thou  mayeft;  but  re¬ 
member  that  the  Lord  will  take  thee  to  do  for  it ; 
and  what  is  it  to  lofe  communion  with  Chrift  ?  I  can- 
not  exprefs  it.  The  defciples  were  fad  when  he  went 
away  from  them  in  his  abatement,  but  for  the  Lord 
to  leave  thee,  when  in  his  glory,  to  ftand  afar  off 
and  fee  him  go,  never  to  fee  him  more,  when  no 

tears 
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teaib  fh all  ever  prevail  again  ;  therefore  if  thou  haft 
been  found  out  this, day,  confefs  and  give  glory  to  God 
and  let  thine  eyes  be  tears,  that  Gh rill  would  over¬ 
come  and  draw  thy  foul  with  love,  and  efpoufe  thee  to 
himfelf  for  ever. 


C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Containing  motives  and  arguments  to  perfuade  us  unto 
the  love  of  Cbrift ,  and  to  be  efpoufed  to  him . 

i 

Ufe  3.  fS  there  no  communion  to  be  had  with  the 
.  A ,  Lord  Jefiis,  unlefs  virgins  ?  unlefs  efpouft 
cd  to  him  ?  Oh  therefore  here  is  a  match  for  you, 
chufe  him,  get  your  affe&ions,  if  entangled,  to  come 
off  if  enfnared  to  any  other  thing,  and  let  your  hearts, 
beftovv  your  love  upon  him.  For  it  is  not  a  dead 
faith,  (but  luch  a  faith  as  is  animated  by  love)  that 
does  elpoufe  you  to  him,  Gal.  v.  6.  “  Faith  which 
works  by  love.’7  And  therefore  as  the  love  of  other 
things  (not  with  looking  after)  has  got  the  fovereignty 
and  royalty  of  thy  heart,  fo  this  is  a  conjugal  love¥ 
which  bears  rule  in  the  heart ;  let  Chrifl  have  this 
love.  And  as  you  have  loved  creatures  for  them- 
felves,  now  love  the  Lord  Jefus  for  himfelf.  And  as 
they  have  eafily  enticed  you  to  fet  your  hearts  upon 
them,  now  be  perfuaded  to  fet  your  dearelt  affedlions 
on  him.  It  is  faid  of  John  Baptift,  he  was  the  Bride¬ 
groom’s  friend,  to  fpeak  for  him,  John  iii.  29.  And 
truely  it  is  the  main  work  of  the  minillry  to  woo  for 
Chrih ;  and  fo  to  prefen txhafte  virgins  to  Chrift.  This 
fliall  be  my  work  now,  which  may  be  feafonable  in 
this  decaying  time.  Therefore  I  lhail  chiefly  bend  my 
fpeech  to  three  forts.  ■  ,  ,  1  * 

1.  To  them  that  never  yet  loved  the  Lord  Jefus, 
unlefs  it  be  from  the  teeth  outward. 

2.  Thofe 
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2.  Thofe  that  have  been  {hiving  for  this,  yet  cannot 
to  their  own  feeling  come  to  this. 

3.  Thofe  that  have  fo,  but  their  affections  are  dried 
up,  and  love  is  parched  away,  iniquity  abounds,  See. 
And  my  motives  {hall  be  thefe  four : 

1.  Confider  the  glory  of  the  perfon,  whom  I  fhall 
be  a  fpokes-man  for  this  day. 

2.  Confider  he  makes  love  to  thee. 

3.  Confider  that  all  he  feeks  for  is  love. 

4.  Confider  what  he  will  do  for  thee,  how  he  will 
love  thee,  if  thou  wilt  love  him. 


SECT.  L 


the  glory  of  the  perfon,  for  whom 


1  plead  for  love.  What  can  you  love  befides  him? 
Where  can  you  find  any  like  unto  him  ?  I  know  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  not  revealed,  becaufe  the  grafs 
withers  not,  the  flower  fades  not,  the  creature  appears 
not  in  his  withering  vanity,  Ifa.  xl.  But  if  the  Lord 
would  but  open  your  eyes,  to  lee  him,  this  would  win 
your  hearts  alone  to  him. 

Now  I  fhall  fingle  out  only  thefe  five  things,  to  give 
you  a  glimpfe  of  his  glory:  Lift  up  thy  heart,  and 
lay,  <c  Lord,  hide  not  now  thy  face  from  me.” 

i;  He  is  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  Rev. 
i.  5.  The  glory  of  the  world  is  a  kingdom,  the  glo¬ 
rious  diamond  of  that  kingdom  is  a  prince  in  his  glo¬ 
ry;  now  for  a  poor  beggar  to  have  an  offer  of  love 
from  the  greateft  prince  in  the  world,  would  it  not 
tempt  her  ?  Would  Ihe  not  forfake  her  lovers,  and 
fet  her  heart  on  him  ?  Why  look  what  a  diftance  there 
is  between  the  pooreft  peafant  and  the  higheft  prince, 
fo  bafe,  and  a  thoufand  times  more,  are  all  the  princes 
of  the  world  to  Chrift,  whofe  dominion  is  from  fea 
to  fea,  from  fun  to  fun,  who  lets  up  and  pulls  down, 
kings  like  counters,  who  rules  their  courts,  their  king¬ 
doms,  their  hearts,  and  they  do  not  do,  they  cannot 
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do. 
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ti  \  but  what  he  will.  Other  kings  are  princes,  are 
rulers  of  men,  Chrift  prince  of  kings.  Now  who 
would  not  be  glad  of  his  love  ?  who  having  tailed 
ceath,  is  let  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  on  high, 
cloathed  with  endlefs glory, -who  has  kings  in  his  chains" 
wnofe  breath  is  not  in  his  noflrils,  whofe  favour  is 
not  for  a  dap,  but  he  lives  and  reigns  forever.  Now 
does  Chrift  reign  ?  Is  he  a  Lord,  and  in  glory  upon 
h:s  throne  ?  Methinks  I  fee  jefus  at  the  right  hand  of 

God,  your  foolifh  affections  have  undone  you  if  you 
love  him  not. 

2.  He  is  appointed  by  the  Father  to  be  judge  of 
Quick  and  dead,  at  the  fad  day,  John  v.  22,  23-.  as 
well  as  to  rule  all  now.  So  that  if  you  do  maintain 
enmity  again  ft  him,  he  may  let  you  alone,  you  may 
live  in  health,  and  die  in  peace,  in  the  eye  of  man, 
and  in  thine  own  eyes  too :  Yet  there  is  a  day  coming 
lie  well  bi  eaic  out  of  heaven,  with  a  fhout,  and  appear 
in  the  clouds  in  the  ^mazing  glory  of  his  Father* 
“  With  all  his  mighty  angels,  and  all  the  dead  fhali 

hear  his  voice*”  and  you  (hall  appear  before  him 
with  th’3  body,  when  the  heavens  (hall  burn  round 
about  him,  and  the  earth  fhali  tremble  under  him* 
and  all  guilty  eyes  mourning  and  wailing  becaufe  of 
him.  Then  you  fhali  know  what  it  is  to  defpife  him, 
and  wifh,  O  that  I  had  loved  him,  Rev.  i.  7.  You  that 
fay  you  love  him,  yet  by  an  impenitent  heart  pierce 
him,  you  fhali  wail,  even  fo,  Amen.  Men  do  not  fee 
an  end  of  thefe  things,  nor  the  glory  of  the  Lord  ano¬ 
ther  day.  Hence  creatures  are  loved,  and  the  Lord 
of  glory  is- loathed.  A  great  prince  may  not  be  fo  high¬ 
ly  efteemed,  until  he  appears  in  his  (late.  Prifoners 
would  give  any  money,  much  more  love,  for  the 
Judge’s  favour. 

3  -  lie  only  is  the  procurer  and  author  of  all  the 
croud  that  ever  thou  did (l  fuck  out  here,  though  thou 
haft  neither  known  him,  nor  been  thankful  to  him. 
For  look  as  it  was  with  angels,  fo  it  Ihould  have  been 
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with  man;  the  wrath  of  God  fhould  have  been  pour¬ 
ed  out  upon  him,  and  on  all  the  world,  and  creatures 
fhould  have  been  tormentors  of  him,  but  that  the 
Lord  Jefus  begged  and  bought  the  world.  And 
hence,  1  Tim.  iv.  10.  called,  Saviour  of  all,  but 
“  chiefly  of  the  eieft.”  Micah  iv.  4.  "  In  his  days 
“  men  fhall  fit  under  vines  and  fig-trees  So  that 
if  ever  any  creature  did  thee  good,  it  was  Jefus  that 
put  that  fweetnefs  in  it,  out  of  his  fulnefs,  and  fet  it 
a-work,  fet  it  to  thee,  gave  it  thee  to  do  thee  good. 
Thou  fhouldft  never  have  had  a  wink  of  fleep,  never 
reftrained  from  one  fin,  but  lived  in  blafpheming 
God,  never  have  heard  of  a  gofpel  but  for  Chrift  : 
And  will  you  not  love  him  ?  O  ungrateful  world  I 
unnatural  generation  of  men  !  Why  doft  thou  love  any 
creature  ?  It  is  for  the  paint  of  it  and  good  in  it.  If 
there  be  fo  much  in  it,  what  is  there  in  Chrift  that 
gave  it,  that  dropt  it  into  it  ?  Never  love  him  if  there 
be  any  thing  good  that  is  not  by  him,  Pfal.  cxvi.  1. 

“  The  Lord  hath  heard  my  prayer,  I  will  call  on 
“  him  as  long  as  I  live/’  Much  more  when  the 
Lord  hath  delivered,  and  thou  didft  never  feek  to 
him. 

4,  He  is  the  everlaft-ing  wonderment  of  faints  in 
heaven  ;  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  Solomon,  which 
made  her  come  to  iee  him,  but  flie  before  imagined 
but  that  which  now  (lie  faw  with  her  own  eyes, 
and  that  wrapt  her  out  of  herfelf.  Here  we  hear  of 
the  Lord  jefus,  of  his  beauy  and  glory,  and  this 
draws  faints  to  him,  and  when  come,  they  fee  that 
which  they  never  faw  before,  efpecially  when  in  hea¬ 
ven  :  then  fall  down  in  everlafting  admiration  at  this 
myftery,  for  the  bleffednefs  of  faints  is  to  fee  Chrift 
in  his  glory,  John  xvii.  24.  Now  this  lies  in  an  in¬ 
finite  good,  this  cannot  be  feen  in  a  finite  time  :  hence 
faints  fhall  be  piercing  their  eyes  deeper  and  deeper 
into  this  my  (Very,  and  fhall  ever  fee  more  and  more, 
but  never  fee  all,  and  this  is  their  joy  and  glory  in* 

D  2  heaven  ; 
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heaven ,  is  it  lb  ?  what  think  }'ou,  is  Chrift  worthy 
ol  your  love  or  not  ?  look  upon  all  the  glory  of  the 

aeld  of  this  world,  you  may  fee  an  end  of  all  per  fee- 
tion,  but  never  here. 

r  5-  He  is  the  delights  and  hofom-love  of  God  him- 

,5  ’  (,  ™V'  VU1'  3°-  Hence  John,  when  he  came  to 
fet  Chr.lt  out,  John  iii.  35.  “  The  Father  loveth  the 
‘  -on.”  Now  is  it  fo,  lureiy  though  you  fee  not, 
take  not  this  good,  yet  ■there  it  is;  now  tell  me  if 
this  perfon  do  not  challenge  love  !  would  yon  not  be 
glad  to  have  him  ?  you  will  fay,  can  he  look  upon 
iucb  a  wretch,  embrace  fuch  a  leper  as  I  ?  no  furelv 
he  will  never  do  it. 


SECT.  II. 

Consider  he  maxes  love  to  thee  ;  not  one  foul 

that  hears  me  this  day,  but  the  Lord  Jefus  is  a  fuitor 
unto,  that  now  ye  would  be  elpoufed  to  him  :  “  He 
“  came  unto  his  own,  and  they  received  him  not.” 
Whatever  the  lecret  purpofe  of  Chrift  is,  I  regard 
not :  In  this  evangelical  difpenfation  of  grace, '  he 
makes  love  to  all,  John  i.  12.  It  is  clear,  Matth. 
xxii.  2,  3.  If  there  be  a  gofpel  in  the  world,  there 
is  this  love  of  Chrift  yearning  towards,  all  ;  efpecially 
all  that  have  this  gofpel  of  peace  lent  to  them,  Luke 
ii.  10.  “•  It  is  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people,”  as  the 
law  is  tidings  of  great  l'orrow  to  all  people,  Luke  ii.  14. 
Angels  from  heaven  preached  this  good-will  towards 
men.  For  if  the  challenge  of  love  from  men  ihould 
be  founded  on  his  afilual  love  to  fome,  having  died 
for  fome,  then  the  offer  would  be  particular.  But  ie 
is  grounded,  1.  On  his  own  worth  and  glory,  and 
hence  he  challengeth  love.  2.  On  this,  for  ought  I 
know  he  has  loved  me.  So  that  thou  art  not  fo  vile, 
but  the  Lord  Jefus  his  heart  is  toward  thee,  and 
his  eye  is  upon  thee  for  love.  But  it  is  not  all  love, 
but  only  fome  that  overcomes,  j.  Now  it  is  real  love. 

2.  Fer- 
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2,  Fervent  love.  3.  Gonllant  love.  4.  Pare  love, 
he  makes  to  thee. 

1.  It  is  real  love,  when  the  gofpel  and  ra milters 
feek  for  love,  the  Lor cb  is  real  in  his  defires,  there  is 
no  coilufion  or  diffembling,  2  Cor.  v.  20.  in  Ghrili’s 
head,  “  He  that  reeeiveth  you,  receiveth  me;”  thou 
thinkeft  the  Lord  cares  not  for  thee,  nor  doth  not 
defire  thee  though  he  doth  others  :  but, 

1.  Either  the  Lord  would  have  thee  loath  him,  or 
love  him  ;  what  think  you  ? 

2.  If  the  Lord  did  not  make  love  to  thee,  he  would 
not  be  really  angry  for  rejecting  of  this  love,  but  the 
Lord  is  really  angry  for  rejecting  it,  and  wroth  with 
nothing  fo  much  as  that,  Pfalm  ii.  12.  here  he  f  wears 
in  his  wrath,  Pfalm  xcv.  ix.  when  he  opens  his  bofom 
for  thee  to  reft  in,  and  thou  wilt  not. 

3.  Look  but  upon  the  dealings  of  God  with  thee: 

1.  Haft  thou  not  oft  thought  lbme  in  hell  better  than 
thee  ?  why  the  ruin  of  millions  of  men  is  to  win  love 
from  thee,  Jer.  iii.  8,  9,  10.  2.  Hath'  not  the  Lord 

fent  many  a  mercy  to  thee,  not  one  but  was  to  win 
thee,  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  10,  11,  12.  3.  Hath  not  the 
Lord  with-held  many  from  thee,  as  here  in  this  wil- 
dernefs,  Jer.  iii.  3,  4.  4*  Hath  not  the  Lord  fent 

many  forrows,  terrors,  fears,  cares,  wearifome  bu- 
fmeffes,  that  thou  hall  wifhed  yn  end  of  life  ?  this  is 
love,  Hof.  ii.  6.  5.  Hath  not  the  Lord  moved  thy 

heart  many  a  time  toward  him  by  perfuafions,  argu¬ 
ments  which  have  a  power  to  move  the  heart,  this  is 
love,  Hof.  xi.  4.  “  Cords  of  a  man.”  6.  Hath  not 
the  Lord  oft  melted  thy  heart  for  mercies,  as  David 
when  he  might  have  killed  Saul ;  truly  you  may  feel 
his  love  which  is  much  towards  you  ;  that  which 
keeps  off  thy  heart  from  love  is,  the  Lord  intends  it  not 
to  me,  he  is  not  plain  with  me.  But  he  fends  to  thee 
his  plain  gofpel,  which  thou  art  to  attend  unto  ;  and 
he  takes  fitteil  fealons  to  fpeak  to  thee  now  in  the  time 
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Ojl  thy  health  .  and  doth  hs  not  oft  viiit  thy  heart 

2.  It  is  fervent,  vehement,  earned  love :  fome- 
times  a  fuitor  is  real,  but  he  fi  not  earned;  now  thus 
the  Lord  is:  1.  The  Lord  longs  for  this,  Deut.  v.  29. 

2.  Pleads  lor  this,  Jer.  ii.  5.  “  What  iniquity,”  See. 

3.  Thinks  long  for  this  time,  Jer.  xiii.  27.  “  Jeru- 
ialeni  will  not  be  made  clean,  when  fhall  it  once  be?” 

4.  Mom  ns  when  he  hath  not  this,  Ezek.  vi.  9. _ 

“  Broken  with  their  whoriili  heart.”  5.  Content 
to  give  away  any  thing  for  it,  all  the  love  of  Chrilt  is 
lounaed  on  tnis.  6.  It  thou  Cornell  not  prefently, 
he  is  content  to  wait  that  he  may  be  gracious. 

3.  It  is  conliant  and  continual,  there  is  not  a  mo¬ 


ment,  thou  doit  not  lo  oft  breath,  as  thou  mayelt  fee 
and  tafle  love,  Ifa.  xxvii.  3.  Ifa.  lxv.  2.  x.  After 
all  thy  whorilh  departing  from  God,  that  if  man 
fnould  do  fo,  no  man  would  own,  yet  he  faith,  “  Re¬ 
turn  to  me  :”  thou  feeft  never  a  creature,  but  thou 
hall  loved  more  than  Chrilt,  yet  return.  2.  When 
God  threatens  molt  terribly,  and  lets  his  fury  on 
record,  yet  then  there  he  minds  nothing  but  love, 
Jer.  xxxvi.  2,  3.  3.  When  none  elfe  will  own  and  pity 
thee,  thou  art  fo  vile,  yet,  Ezek.  xvi.  2,  3.  the  Lord 
faith,  “  Live:  then  is  a  time  of  love.”-  4.  Nay,  when 
thou  hall  call  away  thyfelf  as  a  forlorn  creature,  yet, 
Hof.  xiv.  3.  “  In  thee  the  fatherlefs  find  mercy.” — 
5.  When  he  hath  thee  in  his  arms,  ready  to  give  thee 
up,  yet  then,  “  How  lhall  I  give  thee  up,  O  Ephraim,” 
Ilof.  xi.  8.  I  tell  thee,  if  one  fparkle  of  his  eternal 
blading  difpleafure  Ihould  fall  upon  thee,  it  would  be 
fo  intolerable,  that  it  would  fink  thee  ;  his  love  is  as 
drong  as  death,  no  water  can  quench  it ;  O  it  is  not 
l'o  with  man,  or  great  men,  once  repulled  is  enough : 
why  fhould  the  Lord  do  fo  here  ?  Many  think  time 
is  pad,  it  is-  not  l'o,  it  is  the  temptation  of  them  that 
have  time,  not  of  them  that  want  it ;  take  heed  this 
make  thee  not  defpife  him. 
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4.  It  is  a  pure  love,  others  make  love  for  their 
■own  ends,  but  the  Lord  hath  no  need  of  thee,  or  of 
thy  love  *,  he  could  raife  up  oi  Hones  childicn  ol 
praife,  he  could  have  gone  to  others,  he  could  have, 
and  can  fetch  his  glory  out  of  thy  ruin  :  he  was  Wel¬ 
led  before  all  worlds  ;  and  by  all  thy  fins^  thou  doit 
but  throw  itones  againft  the  wind,  or  mow  balls 
a  gain  it  the  fun:  why  doth  he  do  it  ?  Q  it  is  thy  good, 
he  pities  thee,  as  once  Jerulalem,  to  look  upon  thy 
deft  ruction  and  defolation  :  as  it  is  with  the  elea,  they 
have  wrath  before  their  eyes,  and  hence  perfuade 
ethers,  l'o  the  Lord  Jeiu-s. 

SECT.  III. 

Consider  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  love  the  Lord 

looks  for,  or  cares  for.  Love  looks  for  nothing  but 
love,  Frov.  viii.  17.  and  this  is  the  end  ol  /dl  election, 
to  be  holy  before  him  in  love  :  and  mark  it,  if  it  be 
a  hayed  love,  that  conftrams  thee  to  him,  you  cannot 
wrong  him  :  As  11  thou  come  and  peifuade  one  to 
murder  his  child,  he  cannot ;  to  if  perfuaded  to  del  pile, 
O  bowels  of  heart-breaking  love,  2  C01.  v.  Aad 
lurely  it  is  admirable  love;  what  it  it  were  thy  goods, 
thy  Ifaac  to  be  lacrificed,  thy  body  to  be  burned,  ic 
was  nothing  ;  but  he  defires  only  love,  only  toy  ne at  t, 
which  has  forged  id  much  villainy  againh  him  :  let 
him  never  be  called  upon,  or  proleffed,  it  not  worthy 
of  this.  After  all,  is  this  all  ?  yes,  no  portion  he  cares 
for,  and  when  he  has  this  he  has  all.  vv  ondei  at  thu* 

O  angels ! 
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SEC  T.  IV. 

f  V  '  *  >  f  v’  *  \  ,  t 

Consider  what  he  will  do  for  thee,  how  he  will 

love  thee,  if  thou  wilt  thus  love  him.  ' 

1.  lie  will  fet  thee  next  himfelf  in  honour,  Pfalm 
eIv.  9.  that  as  the  Lord  Jeius  is  next  to  God,  As  at 
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an4lf  Im-fT"  h'?’  ”bich  is  an  honour  that  the 

fpoiil'e  :  hence  nUer" had "Ccl"°„“'h'rc  “t""1  C,,ri1’3 

ihall  partake  of  that  honour  of  fain,"  °"'  l,en“  "S,er 

all  Tint  h,T!U  ennch  thee’  as  u  is  with  man  and  wife 
a  that  he  basts  hers:  fo  himfelf,  and  all  his  don 

‘ s.  ni™  H  r’  Idng?om  is  th™’  p™  viS 

;?£  h°f  n°lhl%r  ind?ed)  ORly  lhews  of  good,  and 
[.  ,  vvben  they  awake,  nothing  their  own 

nothing  long :  that  let  ,hy  outward  nfan  yea  Z 

rr  bS  ”mr  fo  P°0r-  tl>-  by  hil/be  hS 

3-  He  will  counfel  thee:  hence  David,  Pfalm  lxviii 

"cotintn  °f  G0d>  “  Ti’?“  8“he  nte  by  t'ily 
counlel  no  greater  curfe  than  to  be  left  to  the 

guidance  of  a  man’s  own  counfel :  but  here  there  lhall 

ou  of--  ye'?r:T  v  the  L°rd  wiU  fliew  ^ee  a  way 
T  T  T  her  by.hls  pi-ndence  or  providence;  there 

,  3  T  be  any  l£cret  of  Chrift  that  thou  defireft  to 
know,  but  as  Chrili  told  them,  “  You  are  my  friends  ” 

fo  you  are  my  fpoufe  :  hence  all  his  fecrets  fhall  be 
opened  to  thee  :  there  fhall  not  be  one  aft  of  thy  life, 
T  ordered,  by  infinite  prudence,  and  wifdom,  and 
Jove  ;  fometimes  we  are  befooled  in  our  ovVn  counfels 
and  left  to  them  to  teach  us  to  depend  on  the  Lord 
the  more,  yet  thereby  fhall  come  out  fuch  good,  that 
n  uia.l  be  among  us  as  with  Jofeph’s  brethren. 

•  f  ,He  wriU  ^veli  with  thee  as  a  man  mull  dwell 
with  his  wife,  John  xiv.  23.  that  the  great  Mediator 
that  panes  oy  Kings  and  princes,  and  will  not  look  on 
tnem,  mould  come  and  dwell  with  thee  :  this  is  better 
than  to  have  the  prefence  of  kings,  the  guard  of  an- 
ge,s,  better  than  heaven  itfeif,  that  he  Ihould  dwell 
where  is  nothing  worthy  to  entertain  him,  only  fome- 
tmng  to  grieve  him.  Now  this  is, 

1.  A  conllant  aftiflance  of  the  Spirit,  that  let  the 
Join  go  .where  he  will,  be  brought  fo  never  fo  low  an 

ebb, 
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ebb,  yet  Chrift  will  not  out,  but  fome  ftirrings,  figh- 
ings,  lookings,  pantings  alter  Chrift ;  when  heart  and 
ftrength  fail,  yet  God,  &c.  when  ready  to  give  all  for 
loll,  then  confider,  as  Plalra  lxxiii.  2.  If  he  does  de¬ 
part,  he  will  not  be  long  but  return  again  :  and  thofe 
"that  know  his  affe&ion,  know  it  io  to  be,  lfa.  liv. 
“  For  a  little  moment,”  &c.  fo  the  Lord  may  depart, 
and  when  his  prefence  is  a  little  more  elleemed,  come 
again  with  everlalling  mercies  :  as  a  man  may  know 
many  weakneffes  by  his  wife  yet  five  having  not  be¬ 
llowed  her  heart  on  any  other,  he  will  return  :  fo  if 
thou  canft  fay,  yet  I  am  the  Lord’s,  he  will  return. 

5.  He  will  rejoice  in  thee  and  over  thee,  Zeph.  iii. 
17.  as  a  bridegroom  does  over  the  bride:  Not  becaufe 
of  any  beautv  in  thee,  for  there  is  none,  but  becaufe 
given  in  marriage  of  the  Father,  and  for  his  own  fake. 
This  day  thou  final c  no  fooner  fet  thy  heart  on  Chrift, 
but  he  falls  in  love  with  thee,  and  will  take  thee  with 
joy  ;  thou  thinkefl  he  will  be  angry  if  thou  clofeft 
with  him  and  love  him ;  no,  it  will  be  the  joy  of 
heaven,  of  Jefus  Chrift  himfe.lf. 

6.  He  will  exceedingly  comfort  thee  ;  and  look,  as 
it  is  with  tender  hulbands,  then  they  comfort  moft 
when  moft  forrows  betide  them  ;  for  who  could  en¬ 
dure  his  wife  fhould  be  alway  drooping?  So  even  then 
when  nothing  doth  or  can  comfort  thee,  the  Lord  will, 
lfa.  liv.  6.  For  the  Lord  doth  not  alwaj'  comfort, 
but  when  in  need,  as  with  the  patriarchs,  then  God 
appeared,  when  they  were  at  worft  ;  and  thefe  are 
abundant  comforts,  2  Cor.  i.  3,  4,  5.  You  fhall  not 
need  to  fcramble  for  it  as  many  do,  whofe  hearts  do 
not  love  Chrift  in  truth  as  yet. 

7.  He  will  put  up  all  wrongs,  and  bear  exceedingly 
with  thee.  Many  think  even  when  God  hath  fealed 
love  to  them,  if  any  little  fin  be  committed,  then 
they  are  call  off ;  no,  if  under  the  law  fo  indeed,  but 
when  efpoufed  to  him,  it  is  not  weakneffes,  nor  wil* 
fulnefs  can  make  the  Lord  caft  thee  away,  but  he  will 
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Jieal  the  one,  and  afflict  thee  (yet  not  cafl  thee  oft) 
ior  the  other,  Pfalra  Nxxix.  33,  “  My  loving-kind, 
neis  will  I  never  take  away.”  Yea,  he  will  forgive 
both,  Luke  vii.  47.  “  Much  forgiven  hecaufe  fhe  lov- 
“  ed  much.”  Nay,  thy  wrongs  (hall  be  an  occaliori 
to  make  him  love  thee  more,  Rom.  v.  14  Where  fin 
abounds,  grace  abounds. ” 

8.  He  will  never  part  with  thee,  Hof.  ii.  19.  Once 
love  him,  and  he  will  never  lofe  thee. 

1.  No  fin  fhall  part  thee  and  him  ;  for  Chrift,  when 
he-  enters  into  marriage-covenant,  does  not  fufpend 
his  love  on  our  grace  or  holinefs,  then  he  might  leave 
•quickly,  but  on  his  own  grace  to  waflt  away  our  fil- 
thinefs,  Eph.  v.  25,  26.  If  a  hulband  marries  a  wo¬ 
man  only  for  fo  long  as  lhe  is  in  health,  then  when 
ficknefs  comes  he  may  depart.  But  e  contra ,  'if  to 
take  away  her  fickneffes,  then  they  cannot  hinder  : 
nothing  but  aouitery  can  part  \  now  that  they  cannot 
do,  for  nothing  breaks,  till  covenant  is  broken :  And 
the  covenant  here  is  everlalting  and  fo  undertaken  for 
by  the  Lord,  that  it  can  never  be  broken. 

2.  No  niiferies  .can,  Rom.  viii.  35,  36,  37.  “Can 
“  tribulation  ?”  It  makes  man  leave  us,  but  this  is 
peculiar  to  Chrill,  he  will  not  leave. 

3.  Death  cannot,  it  mull  part  man  and  wife,  though 
loved  never  fo  dearly  before,  but  here  not ;  but  then 
he  will  coipe  himfelf  and  fetch  thee,  John  xiv.  x,  2,  3. 
take  thy  foul  to  the  bride-chamber,  there  to  be  with 
him  for  ever  and  ever,  and  he  will  keep  the  dull  of 
thy  blefied  body,  and  not  lofe  one  ypain  of  it,  and, 
at  the  laft  day,  raife  it ;  and  then,  when  others  fhall 
cry  cut.  Yonder  is  him  whom  I  have  grieved,  then 
fhult  thou  lift  up  thy  head  and  fay,  Yonder  comes  my 
Hufband  to  comfort  me,  to  crown  me,  that  I  may 
dwell  with  him.  It  fhall  be  the  blefled  day  to  thee. 
And  when  judgment  is  done,  thou  fhalt  go  with  thy 
Beloved  from  the  air  up  to  heaven  with  a  fnout,  and 
live  in  his  love  and  deareli  embracing  of  thee,  and  this 
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he  will  do  for  thee  fo  poor  and  vile  in  thine  own  eyes. 
Now  will  you  have  him  ?  and  that  now,  or  no  ? 

'  '  . '  v~ '  „  i  i  » 

-  C  HAP.  V. 

Object.  I.  If  the  Lord  be.  fo  defirous  of  me,  why 

doth  he  not  overcome  me  ? 

Anf  If  the  Lord  doth  it,  it  is  by  thefe  cords 

cf  love,  and  if  not  the  brand  of  a  reprobate  is  upon 
thee. 

ObjeEl.  2.  Bat  I  do  love  him  already. 

Anf.  Is  it  with  fuch  a  love  as  makes  you  unable  to 
refill  him  ?  to  wrong  him  ?  as  the  apoltle  laid,  We 
44  cannot  fpeak  again!!  the  truth,  but  for  it foi  if 
not,  it  is  naught.  There  is  a  natural  love  to  Chrift, 
as  to  one  that  doth  thee  good,  and  for  thine  own 
ends ;  and  fpiritual  for  himfelf,  whereby  the  Lord 
only  is  exalted  :  Halt  thou  this  ? 

ObjeEl.  3.  But  I  do  not  hate  Chrift. 

Anf  If  any  man  do  not  love  him  with  a  pofitive 

love,  let  him  be  Anathema. 

Object.  4.  I  cannot  love  him. 

Anf  1.  What  canft  thou  love  elfe  ?  2.  Thou  canll 

not  love  him  fo  well  as  thou  fhouldlt,  there*  ore  dole 
with  him,  and  love  will  follow.  3.  Get  the  Lord 
to  overcome  thy  heart,  Jer.  iii.  19. 

Quell.  How  fall  I  do  it  P 

Anf  1.  Set  him  before  thee:  Who  will  commit 
lewdnefs  while  her  hufband  looks  on?  Pialm  xvi.  8. 

2.  See  what  content  thou  givell  Chrift  by  love  : 
Smalleit  duties  coming  from  love  are  accepted.  - 
What  makes  thee  wrong  him  to  pie  ale  thylelf?  Let 
a  thing  crofs  thee,  yet  it  contents  Chrift  Jeius. 

3.  Get  him,  and  wait  by  faith  on  him  to  overcome 
thy  heart,  and  the  work  is  done  then.  Now  will  you 
do  this  or  not  ?  If  not,  fay  then  you  have  had  a 

fair  offer,  and  tell  the  devils  fo,  when  thou  goeft 

down 
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^va  to  hell,  as  it  may  be  thou  mayeft  erelong. 

?p  ,n  ta"',  °f  ternble  tensions,1  but  thefe  fink  deepeft. 

it  me;n°n’Lh?U  lo,ve-the  Lord  onIy ?  Wilt  thou  keep 
lul.s  os  Chrilt  alone  .  If  fo,  then  look  to  it.  In  this 

country  a  woman  killed  her  child,  and  Use  faid  when 

he  cid  it  her  child  milled  upon  her.  Wilt  thou 
kick  Chnil  s  love  now  when  he  fmiles  upon  thee. 
Afterward  Ihe  repented  but  it  was  too  late.  Women 
when  they  have  a  mind  to  fome  other,  murder  their 
hut  bands,  but  if  known,  burnt  they  mu  ft  be.  But 
wilt  thou  have  him  and  love  him  alone?  O  if  oerfuad- 
ed  to  this,  then  happy  for  ever.  Let  this  day  be  the 

beginning  of  eternal  glory  to  thy  foul,  and  the  God  of 
peace  be  with  thee. 

CHAP.  VII. 

I 

Sterne tb  that  a  man  hath  no  power  in  bimfelf  to  do  any 
Spiritual  work,  but  that  be  muft  receive  all  from 


thrift. 


Ufe  4.  riENCE  we  fee  a  neceffity,  if  ever  we  look 
to  have  communion  with  Chrilt,  to  do  all  fpiritual 
work,  all  we  do  ( tbeologice J  from  the  mighty  power 
of  Chrilt,  from  the  life  and  fpirit  of  Cllrift.  To  bring 
iorth  no  fpiritual  act  but  from  Chrilt,  and  for  Chrilh 
(I  fhall  put  both  in  one,  and  the  latter  into  the  firft  • 
for  none  ad  truly  from  him  but  it  is  for  him)  for  you 
know  if  a  woman  bring  forth  children  to  any  other 
but  her  own  hulband,  that  woman  hath  loft  her  chaftity: 
bo  when  men  lhall  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  obedience 
to  any  other,  from  any  other,  but  from  Chrilt,  they 
loie  their  virginity,  their  chaftity,  without  which  no 
communion  with  Chrilt.  For  I  have  ever  made  two 
parts  or  degrees  of  Chriftian  chaftity,  (as  it  is  in  out¬ 
ward  chaftity.) 

1.  The  foul  lets  its  chief  affections  on  Chrilt  alone, 
that  look  as  it  is  with  a  woman,  though  Ihe  cannot 
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do  much,  nor  deferve  his  love,  yet  her  heart  is  with 
him,  herfelf  is  his,  Cant.  vi.  3.  “  I  am  my  beloved’s.” 

2.  The  foul  brings  forth  fruits  of  love,  only  unto 
Chrift,  that  is,  from  Chrift  and  for  Chrift,  as  in  mar¬ 
riage  the  woman  brings  forth  fruit  of  her  womb  to 
her  hufband ;  and  this  is  fet  down  plainly,  Rom. 
vii.  4.  The  firll  we  have  handled.  Now  a  little  of 
this.  And  that  I  may  prefs  this  which  is  of  much 
ufe  to  you,  give  me  leave  to  exprefs  rnyfelf  in  thefe 
conclufions. 

,  ,  ,  .  -  ,  .  *■  •  (  ■  1  , 

SECT.  I. 

rTpl 

Cartel.  1.  X  HAT  all  men  living,  nakedly  confuler- 
ed  in  themfelves,  have  loft  all  power  to  do  any  thing 
that  is  good,  Rom.  iii.  12.  “  None  that  doth  good.” 

1.  His  light  is  quite  extindt,  and  his  eyes  quite  out  ; 

hence  faid  to  fit  in  darknefs  and  the  fhadow  of  deaths 
Matth:  iv.  16.  now  a  fhadow  is  a  privation  of  fome 
light,  this  of  all  light,  hence  called  darknefs  itlelf ; 
take  the  blindeft  Indian,  he  is  a  witnefs  of  this  truth, 
and  a  right  picture  of  a  foul  fallen  from  God  :  hence 

becaufe  he  cannot  fee  he  cannot  do,  1  Cor.  ii.  14. 

2.  All  that  life  he  had  to  a  fit  well,  is  loft  too,  Eph. 

ii.  1.  he  is  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins  :  he  cannot 
breath,  nor  fpeak,  nor  think,  nor  do  one  thing  that 

is  good  :  I  fay  nakedly  conftdered  in  himfelf.  And 

hence  look  upon  a  man  quite  forfaken  of  God  in  hell, 
there  you  may  fee,  as  in  a  lively  looking-glafs,  what 
every  man  living  is,  when  the  Lord  leaves  him  :  he 
can  blafpheme,  he  cannot  love  him,  he  can  contemn 
God,  he  cannot  efteem  him  :  he  can  wifh  there  were 
no  God  to  punifh  him  :  he  cannot  fubmit  unto  God 
though  he  leaves  the  mo  ft  heavy  load  upon  him,  and 
you  fee  not  yourfelves  until  you  fee  yourfelves  here, 
and  fee  yourfelves  thus. 
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SECT.  II. 

nr 

Cone l ,  2.  1  HAT  unto  fome  men  efpecially,  nay, 
to  all  men  almoll,  though  vile,  yet  more  or  lefs  the 
Lord  S'ves  a  power  to  ad,  and  live,  and  move,  and 
to  do  many  fpiritual  duties,  or  good  duties  from  them- 
lelve?.  For  as  there  is  a  breadth  in  the  ways  of  grace, 
that  evety  Chitllian  liatti  not  the  like  meafure  of  grace, 
,o  there  is  a  breadth  or  latitude  in  the  ways  of  lin  t 
every  finner  breaks  not  forth  into  the  like  meafure  of 
fm,  but  iome  are  far  better  than  others;  as  the  three 
grounds  that  wete  bad,  yet  one  Detter  than  another. 
Now  how  comes  this  about  ?  why,  the  Lord  gives 
that  power  to  ad  (as  all  the  knowledge  of  a  God)  by 
tue  light  oi  natuie  (talfely  io  called)  this  is  the  work 
or  God,  Lorn.  i.  ip.  fience  all  terrors,  and  comforts 
nncl  duties  of  confcience,  are  all  from  God  :  fo  the 
hillorical  faith  of  the  gofpel  which  many  have,  and  fo 
to  confefs  and  profefs  no  falvation  but  by  Ghrill,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  readinefs  to  die  in  defence  of  this  truth 
and  religion,  and  joy  from  this,  and  reformation  of 
life  upon  this,  none  of  thefe  are  natural  to  this  foil  of 
a  man’s  foul,  but  all  are  planted  there  by  God,  i  Cor. 
xii.  2,3.  and  fo  that  man  can  ad  according  to  the 
law,  be  Arid  in  Sabbaths,  frequent  in  fallings  and 
prayers,  &c.  it  is  from  God,  Rom.  x.  2.  And  why 
doth  the  Lord  work  this  ?  it  is,  elfe  no  living  in  the 
world  among  men,  and  becanfe  Chrift  is  the  politicun 
caput,  and  hath  bought  all  men  in  the  world  to  be  his 
Servants,  hence  gives  them  gifts  which  he  turns  for 
the  good  ol  his  people  :  but  yet  this  is  the  nature  of 
all  thefe  abilities,  that  a  man  ads  from  the  itrengtlt 
and  power  of  them,  not  from  Ghrill,  Mic.  iv.  5. 
Other  nations  “  will  walk  in  the  name,”  See.  and  the 
reafon  is, 

x.  Becaufe  every  man  is  under  the  guidance  either 
of  the  firll  or  fecond  covenant,  and  power  of  either  : 

now 
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now  as  the  power  of  the  fecond  covenant  is  to  draw 
a  mail  out  of  himfelf  to  another,  and  fo  to  make  him 
adt  from  another :  fo  the  power  of  the  firft  is  to  drive 
a  man  into  himfelf  by  terrors,  and  fears,  and  hopes, 
and  rewards,  and  lo  to  enable  him  to  aft  from  him¬ 
felf;  hence  it  is  impoffihle  but  they  rouit  aft  ever 
from  them  (elves. 

And  2.  Becaufe  though  many  good  gifts,  and  mo¬ 
ral  virtues,  may  be  laid  to  be  fupernatural,  that  is, 
above  the  power  of  nature  to  work,  yet  never  above 
the  improvement  of  nature  i  for  let  C*od  woric  never 
fo  many  good  things  in  man,  nature,  that  is,  an  ill 
flomach,  when  difeafed,  is  ftrongeft,  there  nature  turns 
'  all  into  the  humour,  and  fo  a  man  dies  at  laft  ;  fo  the 
power  of  fin  in  nature  being  more  powerful  than  any 
grace  which  by  common  work  is  given  it,  ever  turns 
that  grace  into  itfelf,  and  leads  it  into  captivity,  bond¬ 
age,  and  fervice  of  itfelf ;  fo  that  there  is  never  a  grace 

0  7 

but  it  is  made  to  ferve  feme  lull,  as,  in  Jehu,  in  Judas, &c. 
and  God  complains,  Ifa.  xliiL  24.  So  this  I  fay  is 
the  cafe  of  thoufands  unregenerate,  who  can  do  many 
good  things,  but  from  themfelves,  which  God  hath 
wrought  to  :  and  hence  many  a  child  of  God  hath 
been  long  hindered  from  converfion,  and  others  not 
converted  at  all,  becaufe  they  have  thought  wic¬ 
ked  men  whom  God  minds-  to  damn,  are  fuch  as 
have  no  good,  nor  do  no  good ;  or  if  they  do,  they 
have  it  not  from  God  ;  but  it  is  not  10  with  me,  for 
I  have  and  do  many  good  things,  which  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  come  from  God,  and  1  thank  God  I  am  not  as 
other  men.  Now  mark,  it  is  true,  nakedly  confider- 
ed,  no  good  could  come  from  unregenerate  men,  but 
yet  the  Lord  gives  power  to  many  to  do;  fo  the  Lord 
has  done  to  thee,  and  thou  haft  been  thankful  for  it. 
And  this  is  common,  many  account  themielves  great 
fmners,  but  yet  they  can  believe  :  many  fay  they  can 
do  little,  but  their  defire  and  will  at  worft  is  to  do  : 
tell  them  thefe  are  not  right,  unlels  they  come  from 
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the  Lord  ;  they  will  lay,  the  Lord  doth  all,  and  they 
acknowledge  it,  and  fo  I  believe,  and  k  is  true  ;  but 
it  is  not  fuch  a  work  of  the  Lord  as  is  peculiar  to  the 
elea,  becauie  when  the  Lord  hath  wrought  thefe,  you 
ad  only  from  them,  and  hence  never  feel  a  want  of 
thefe,  for  the  Lord  never  yet  wrought  any  grace  in 
his  people,  but  after  they  have  had  it,  and  tailed  of  it, 
he  hath  more  or  lefs  deferted  them,  and  fo  hath  made 
tiem  leei  a  want  of  it,  and  made  them  fetch  it  again 

wita  fighs,  and  groans,  and  tears  ;  now  it  hath  never 
been  fo  with  thee. 


SECT.  III. 

np  , 

\Cond.  3.  X  HA  1  it  is  moil  pleafing  to  man,  and 
agreeable  to  his  nature  to  act  only  from  himfelf  1  As 
it  was  with  the  prodigal,  he  defired  his  hock  in  his 
own  hands,  and  while  any  thing  lafted,  he  would 
never  come  home;  and  hence  thofe,  John  vi.  28. 
What  fhall  we  do  to  work  the  works  of  God  :  and 
when  Chrift  fpake  of  faith,  they  were  Humbled  there, 
infomuch  that  divers  did  forfake  him. 

x.  Becaufe  man’s  aHing  from  himfelf  is  beft  able 
to  attain  his  own  ends,  to  which  you  know  a  man  is 
gently  and  neceflarily  carried :  for  no  man  out  of  Chrift, 
but  his  own  ends  draw  him;  now  Chrift  croffeth 
a  man’s  own  ends,  and  to  live  on  him  is  to  live  on  him 
that  will  confound  them  of  their  own  ends,  or  elfe  no 
life  there  :  Hence  they  live  from  themfelves.  As  it  is 
with  a  crafts-man,  or  artificer,  propounding  the  gain 
or  credit  they  may  get  by  being  excellent  in  their  trade, 
may  by  their  own  ftudy  and  frequency  of  acts,  grow 
dexterous,  and  very  fid  If  id  at  laft,  and  hence  delight 
in  it ;  fo  here,  profeflion  and  prailice  of  religion  may 
be  a  man’s  trade  which  he  may  drive  for  his  own  ends 
and  gain,  and  hence  may  defire  to  be  excellent,  and 
by  endeavour  be  excellent,  and  profit  exceedingly  in 

many 
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many  excellent  endowments :  hence  he  a£ls  and  works 

for  himfelf,  Rom.  i.  14.  ,  ■ 

2.  Becaufe  a  man  naturally  knows  not  how  to  fetch 

it  from  Chrift  from  heaven,  Rom.  x.  3.  Hence  it  is 
with  them  as  with  a  child  call  off  by  the  father,  and 
put  to  fome  hard  mailer,  becaufe  they  have  no  lathee 
to  maintain  them,  they  mull  live  as  they  are,  and  do 
as  well  as  they  can.  A  man  comes  to  pray,  knows  not 
how  to  fetch  llrength  from  Chrift,  and  he  mull  pray, 
and  hence  prays  as  well  as  he  can. 

3.  Becaufe* it  is  fo  hard  a  thing  to  live  upon  ano¬ 
ther,  it  is  eafy  and  Iweet  to  a  fpiritual  heart,  but  moft 
difficult  to  any  carnal  heart,  John  vi.  Chrift  tells 
them  they  mull  eat  his  ftelh,  they  fay,  “  Who  can  then 
«  be  faved?”  and  many  departed.  Men  had  rather 
make  holes,  and  keep  water  in  their  houfe,  than  have 
it  far  to  fetch,  and  when  they  come  to  fetch  it,  to  be¬ 
llow  fuch  llrength  in  drawing  of  it. 

4.  Becaufe  every-  man  thinks  he  loves  and  cares  for 
himfelf  belt,  and  fees  no  God  nor  Chrift  caring  for  or 
loving  of  him  more  than  himfelf:  hence  a  man  plots 
for  himfelf,  and  lives  for  himfelf,  and  all-front  him¬ 
felf.  As  when  Jofeph’s  brethren  faw  their  brother, 
then  they  came  down  and  lived  upon  hint :  before 
they  came  to  hint  indeed,  but  with  their  money,  to 
live  of  themlelves.  And  thus  it  was  with  the  young 
man,  “  Sell  ail  and  have  riches  in  heaven:”  No,  he 
loved  himfelf,  and  cared  lor  himfelf  bettei  than  lo  ; 
hence  would  not  commit  and  give  away  all  to  Chrift.^ 

5.  Becaufe  whatever  a  man  does  from  himfelf,  ei¬ 
ther  it  is  good,  or  ne  thinks  it  fo,  or  hopes  if  not, 
God  will  accept  it.  Some  evil  in  it  perhaps,  but 
he  hath  his  allowances  which  will  make  it  go,  fome 
good  defires  or  faith  in  Chrift,  and  lienee  hopes  if  not 
thinks  God  will  accept  of  what  comes  from  himfelf. 
As,  Prov.  xxi.  2.  “  All  a  man’s  ways  are  light  in  his 
“  own  eyes.”  And  truly  nature  and  Satan  have  ever 
been  imitators  and  apes  of  God,  to  forge  and  make 
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gr%e  ike  tme  Srace>  I’ence  deceived.  This  being 
pleafmg  to  men  is  the  pradice  of  molt  men,  yea,  alt 
men  out  of  Cnnft.  And  this  is  one  of  the  great  parts 
of  the  award,  leeret,  lubtile,  fpiritual  whoredom  of  the 

oui.  1  uus  men  may  lorrow,  when  vet  there  is  little 
true  furrow,  and  fo  in  other  cafes.  ' 

SECT.  VII.  . 

.  C°ncl'  4-  That  all  thefe  works,  though  good 
in  themfelves,  yet  are  molt  vile  before  the  Lord;  as 
C  irid  fpeaks  of  the  Pharifees,  it  is  abomination  in  the 
light  of  God,  which  is  glorious  before  man,  Luke 

XVI.  I  r. 

w/ 

1.  Becaufe  hereby  the  foul  deprives  Chrift  of  the 
end  of  his  coming;  for  all  men  having  loft  the  flock 
and  power  to  live,  the  Lord  hence  will  trull  no  man 
with  it  again;  hence  puts  it  into  a  furer  and  better 
hand,  tnat  thither  poor,  blind,  dead  creatures  might 
%  hfe,  and  when  they  are  there,  live  there  like 
bees  on  their  honey,  John  vi.  27.  and  xvii.  23.  He 
might  never  have  looked  after  you,  and  will  you  de- 
fpife  him  now?  What  folly  and  unkindnefs  is  this, 
that  when  your  pits  are  dry,  and  bottles  empty,  and' 
fouls  miferable  here,  you  will  not,  I  do  not  fay  ftp, 
when  water  runs  by  your  door,  but  not  live. 

2.  Becaufe  whatever  comes  from  felf,  it  is  ever  for 
felf.  A  man  can  do  nothing  from  himfelf,  but  his 
lad  end  is  felf.  As  it  is  with  water-works,  they  rife 

•  no  higher  than  the  fnring  Gen.  xi.  4.  “  This  Babel 

I  have  built,”  Dan.  iv.  30.  And  a  man  that  has 
but  common  grace,  look  as  by  virtue  of  that  grace, 
or  gift  of  God,  he  may  ad  for  God,  becaufe  it  came 
from  God;  fo  nature  and  fin  being  more  powerful 
than  that  grace,  hence  he  never  fo  ads  for  God,  but 
in  the  lad  place  ads  for  itfelf  as  in  Jehu:  And  fo  a 
man  makes  himfelf  his  own  god. 

3.  Becaufe  whatever  a  man  does  from  himfelf,  he 

will 
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will  grow  proud  of  it,  Rom,  iv.  44  Not  of  works* 

*<■  left  any  man  lliould  boaft.”  Hence  J°ab  font  to 
David  to  take  the  city  that  he  might  have  the  crown. 

This  robs  Chrift  of  the  glory. 

4.  Becaufe  whatever  work  is  not  done  by  virtue  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  is  a  dead  work,  which  a  living  God, 
and  a  living  Chrift,  and  a  living  Spirit  loath,  Heb. 
ix.  14.  “  Sprinkle  your  confciences  ftom  dead  works.” 
Deadly  works  are  fins,  dead  works  are  good,  works 
done,  but  not  from  the  principle  ot  the  life  of  faith,  but 
life  of  nature.  Now,  as  confcience  is  the  principle  of  the 
life  of  nature, fo  Chrift  is  the  principle  of  a  Chrillian  life, 
CoL  iii.  1  John,  v.  10,11,12.  For  it  is  not  fandifica- 
tion  that  is  the  principle  of  life,  but  the  life  itfelf  that 
flows  from  it  as  from  union  of  foul  and  body,  the  foul 
is  not  the  life  but  the  principle  of  it;  hence,  as  foon  as 
it  is  out,  the  body  is  dead;  So,  &c.  And  do  you  not 
find  it  thus,  whenas  you  do  many  duties,  how  tedious* 
wearifome  are  they  ?  yet  mult  be  done,  this  is  a  dead 
work.  What  comfort,  what  peace  is  there,  when  you. 

have  done  them?  becaufe  not  from  life. 

5.  Becaufe  what  comes  from  felf,  comes  from  all 
fin,  it  is  dipt  and  died,  and  tainted  and  poifoned  with 
all  fin  in  a  manner.  “  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing 
out  of  an  unclean 

6.  Becaufe  when  a  man  will  ad  from  hi m felf,  and  not 
fuffer  Ghrilt  to  ad  for  him,  he  will  not  have  Chrift  to 
reign  over  him,  he  pulls  down  the  kingdom  of  God 
that  fhould  be  within  him.  For  when  a  man  pro- 
feffeth  Chrift  is  king  of  his  church,  he  is  now  a  king 
in  name:  When  a  man  feels  an  impoffibility  to  rule 
him  felf,  and  hence  defireth  and  chufeth  Chrift  to  rule, 
now  Chrift  is  a  king  by  choice  :  When  the  loul  alter 
this  choice,  depends  on  Chrift  for  what  he  chole  him 
for,  and  the  Lord  works,  now  Chrift  is  a  king  in- 

-  deed.  Now,  if  you  will  not  have  the  Lord  to  reign 
over  you,  you  will  be  found  enemies  to  the  Lord’s 
kingdom. 
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SECT.  V. 

Conch 5 . i  IeNCE  it  will  follow,  The  foul  is  to  ad 
wholly  and  only  from  the  Lord  Jel'us  Chrift,  and 
whatever  fruits  of  love  it  Ihews  to  Chrift,  to  bring 
them  foitn  from  Chrift.  Which  doth  not  only  con- 
cel  n  them  that  never  yet  knew  Chrift,  and  yet  pride 
up  themfelves  in  what  they  have  and  do,  but  thofe 
that  be  m  Chiiu  in  a  fpecial  manner.  For  John  xv. 
2.  “  Every  branch  in  me  that  brings  not  forth  fruit.” 
It  is  not  meant  of  one  indeed  in  Chrift,  for  he  fhall 
bring  forth  fruit;  but  every  branch,  that  is,  by  out- 
waid  ptofeffion,  fo  that  it  brings  not  forth  fruit,  but 
appears  lair,  and  deceives  man,  God  will  call  away; 
And  without  me,  even  ye  difciples  can  do  nothing. 

%r/>.  i.  How  is  the  foul  to  ad  from  Chrift  only, 
when  it  hath  life,  efpecially  the  eled? 

2.  Ly  what  means  may  this  be  done,  to  get 
and  keep  this  chaftity  ? 

^ueft.  i.  How  is  the  foul  to  ad  from  Chrift  alone 
when  there  is  fandification  within? 

Anf.  i.  If  the  foul  feel  no  power  to  ad  from  grace 
received,  as  faints  fometimes  do,  either  after  God’s 
deferting  them,  or  their  forfaking  God  long,  or  after 
fome  hardening  fin;  then  it  is  clear  the  foul  in  this 
cafe  is  (though  not  in  a  way  of  carelefnefs)  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  Lord  Jel'us,  that  he  would  quicken  and 
help.  As  David  after  his  grofs  fall,  “  Lord  create  in 
me  a  clean  heart.”  And  Ifa.  lxiii.  17.  “  Why  hall  thou 
hardened  our  hearts  from  thy  fear?  O  return!”  In  this 
cafe  the  foul  is  not  to  bring  the  foul  to  God,  but  God 
to  the  foul.  As  many  a  Chriftian  cannot  prize  nor 
love  the  Lord  nor  his  ways,  he  is  not  to  fay,  I  will 
bring  my  foul  and  offer  it  him;  but  look  to  the  Lord 
that  he  would  raife  my  dead  affedions  again.  As  the 
centurion  of  his  fervant,  “  fpeak  the  word,”  &c.  Chrift 
marvelled  at  his  faith.  Men  think  when  they  feel 

nothing 
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nothing,  that  they  muft  and  can  work  it  out;  and 
hence  comes  one  of  thefe  three  things, 

1.  Either  the  foul  cannot  love  Chrift  when  it  fees 
fuch  laws  it  cannot  fubmit  to.  And  hence  a  Chriftian. 
once  faid  to  me.  If  the  lealt  thing  was  left  for  me  to 
do  of  myfelf,  I  could  not  love  Chrift;  but  now  that 
when  brought  low  and  can  do  nothing,  he  brings  all 
the  help  we  need.  This  makes  the  fpoufe  go  to  the 
bofom  of  her  hufband,  Pfal.  cxvi.  6,  7.  Or  elfe, 

2.  It  cannot  do  it,  for  corruptions  in  a  faint  is  too 
hard  for  his  grace,  “  I  am  but  a  child,  and  thy  peo- 
“  pie  many,”  1  Kings  Hi.  7.  Hence  he  muft-bs 
ftrong  in  the  Lord. 

Or  3.  If  it  do,  it  never  has  any  peace  in  what  it 
does,  the  duties  never  fo  well  done.  Whereas  other- 
wife  the  poore ft  duty  done  from  Chrift,  witnefs  Iieb. 
xi.  4,  5.  as  a  child  begot  of  the  Father,  he  will  own, 
but  other  children  not.  If  any  poor  tired  heart  that 
hears  me  this  day,  thou  haft  been  making  thy  brick, 
and  promifes  and  vows  will  not  help,  now  away  to 
the  Lord,  if  ever  help  now  it  is  when  mod  helplefs. 

2.  If  you  can  do  any  thing  favingly  good,  the  foul 
is  bound  now  (by  the  power  ot  faith)  to  ftir  up  itlelf 
to  aft,  though  not  to  truft  to  it  alone,  for  fometimes 
the  foul  hath  the  regenerate  part  uppermoft,  and  the 
prevailing  Spirit  of  God,  Pfal.  xxi.  3.  which  comes 
to  him,  and  gives  it  power  to  a£t  before  the  foul 
come  to  it.  Now  a  man  is  bound  to  aft,  becaufe  it 
is  from  Chrift  now.  Hence  Timothy  was  to  “  ftir 
up  the  gift,”  2  Tim.  i.  6.  Hence  complained  of 
them,  Ifa.  lxiv.  8.  “  None  ftirs  up  himlelf  to  take 

“  hold  on  the  Lord.”  A  man  mult  ftir  up  himfelf 
to  believe,  as  well  as  other  graces,  hence  the  king- 
“  dom  of  heaven  is  taken  with  violence,”  and 
though  corruption  is  ftronger  than  grace,  yet  grace  • 
aflifted  with  the  Spirit,  is  ftronger  than  it,  which  is 
sever  quite  out  of  the  foul,  but  it  is  in  the  loul,  1 
Tohn  iv.  4.  “  Stronger  is  he  that  is  in  you.”  And 
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it  is  laid  profeffedly  ••  IIe  purged,  himfelf,  and 
Uepeth  hirafelf,  the  evil  one  toucheth  him  not,” 
i  John,  v.  is.  Bat  mark,  trull  not  barely  to  this, 
but  when  you  do  this,  withal  remember.  Lord  I  can¬ 
not  hold  out  m  this  nnlefs  thou  doll  help  me:  But 

^nnUr’  ,  “  The  Lord  is  thc  Rock  of  my 

flrength.”  And  ‘‘if  you  by  the  Spirit  mortify/’ 

fA  Rora-  V111;  T3-  Therefore  ever  hold  up  fails,  but 

looit  lor  a  wind.  And  if  a  man  be  not  to  do  this 

tnen  when  any  finful  temptation  comes,  if  a  man  do 

not  find  the  Spirit  and  flrength  ready  at  hand  to  help 

if  he  be  not  to  flir  up  himfelf  againll  it,  he  is  to  fuf- 

ier  himfelf  to  be  carried  down  by  it.  Hence  a  man 

may  neglea  all  duties  a  long  time,  if  he  do  not  find 

the  Spu  it  anifhng,  if  fo  be  a  man  mull  not  flir  himfelf 

up  and  fo  (will  fome  fay)  a  man  may.  May?  what 

lhall  1  fay  to  fuch  a  lluggifli  foul,  but  deep  on?  But 

know  it,  the  Lord  will  awaken  thee,  when  you  fhall 

fay,  O  that  I  had  improved  the  talent  I  had!  And 

if  you  do  find  Ghrifl  in  fuch  a  condition,  know  it 

they  be  but  the  lall  vifits  of  Ghrifl  before  he  departs. 

You  can  do  more  than  you  do,  and  the  Lord  will  have 
you  do  it. 

pbjea.  But  I  cannot  do  it  for  good  ends  without 
Chrift:. 

i 

Anf.  Yet  do  the  things  as  far  as  you  can,  elfe  if 
you  owe  another  a  debt,  and  will  not  pay,  becaufe 
not  for  a  good  end,  that  excufe  will  not  ferve:  So  you 
owe  the  Lord  your  lives,  your  fpirits,  your  abilities;' 
lay  them  out  for  the  Lord,  though  evil  be  in  them,  be 
humbled  for  that.  Is  this  good  requital  to  lay  you 

find  your  hearts  dead  in  prayer,  and  God  mult  do  ail 
and  there  leave  it? 

3.  You  are  to  expeQ:  and  look  for  power  from  the 
Lord  Jefus  in  the  ufe  of  means,  all  known  means: 

J  or  faith  fetches  all  from  Ghrifl,  hence  we  muft  go 
thither  where  Ghrifl  is  to  be  found,  and  he  dwells  in 
Ins  houle,  in  his  ordinances:  Therefore  there  you 

mud 
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mud  depend  upon  him.  As  it  is  with  a  merchant, 
he  wades  not  over  the  fea  for  pearls,  but  gets  into  his 
fhop,  and  there  he  fits  ftill  ;  fo  here,  Matth.  xiii.  45* 
u  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  merchant-man.” 
Hence  you  that  know  you  can  do  nothing,  being  un¬ 
der  a  fpirit  of  conviftion,  and  hence  do  nothing,  un¬ 
der  a  fpirit  of  iloth  and  negleft  of  means,  by  virtue  of 
a  fpirit  of  prefumption,  and  lay,  Chrill  mu  ft  do 
I  fay  you  take  not  the  right  courfe  for  the  Lord  to 
help  you  in.  Ti.  he  Lord  will  never  be  a  have  to 
iloth,  but  thou  ihalt  be  like  a  fhrub,  never  to  fee  good 
when  it  comes,  and  Ihalt  die  in  horror  with  this,  O 
I  might  have  done  more !  Hence  you  are  worfe  than 
the  other,  that  think,  it  a  man  falls,  prays,  watches 
again!!  his  diftempers,  mourns  for  want  of  Chrill  and 
grace,  and  follows  God  hard  here,  he  is  a  legal  chrif- 
tian  :  Why,  thefe  are  but  his  own  works,  and  this 
is  not  living  on  Chrift.  I  confefs  bare  ufing  them, 
or  trufting  to  them  is  not,  but  he  that  lives  not  on. 
Ghrift  in  the  ufe  of  means  (thefe  and  all  other  means), 
to  find  Chrill,  or  enjoy  more  of  Chrift,  fliall  never 
have  him.  Neither  do  I  know  what  turning  God’s 
grace  into  wantonneis  is,  if  this  be  not ;  and  under  a 
liberty  to  be  a  fervant  of  corruption.  I  know  not 
whether  it  be  thus  with  any,  but  it  I  did,  I  would 
pity  them. 

4.  If  the  foul  cannot  every  moment  live  on  Chrift, 
that  is,  for  every  particular  aft,  have  a  diftinft  aft  ot 
faith,  for  this  cannot  be,  yet  every  fit  feaion  that  it 
can,  it  ought  to  look  up  to  the  Lord  for  life  and  Irefti 
ftrength.  Pray  as  it  is  every  fit  feafon.  And  as 
he  brings  forth  fruit,  fo  he  goes  for  fruit  in  feafon, 
Pfalm  i.  3.  And  when  the  foul  does  this,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  helps,  when  the  aft  is  cealed. 

Now  the  fit  feafons  are, 

1.  At  beginning  of  any  aftion,  as  prayer,  hearing, 
reading:  All  the  time  a  man  is  in  his  journey,  or  in 
his  work,  he  is  carried  on  by  the  aft  of  iaith  at  firft 
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Jetting  out .  Tne  reach  of  faith  is  long,  and  continues 
tl a  ,theT  dut>'  throughout,  the  aQ  of  faith 
to  the'  fir(l.N'OW  106  LOra  ]°0kS  l°  h'3  Pe°p'!e  wording 

2.  When  our  aft  begins  to  die,  as  Mofes  lifted  up 
his  hands,  and  when  they  were  heavy,  Aaron  and 
±iur  iupported  them  again. 

3.  When  a  man  feels  himfelf  ftrong,  now  apt  to 
be  left-confident  ;  now,  Lord,  for  an  humble  heart  ' 
And  thus  you  are  to  live  on  Chrift,  which  if  done, 
womd  make  a  Chrifhan’s  life  glorious,  and  give  infinite 
content  to  the  heart  of  Chrift.  But  here  is  the  mi- 

ery,  eit  .ei  the  hearLs  are  full  and  need  not,  or  floth- 
ful,  and  care  not  for  living  fo.  That  truly  I  do  not 
wonc  _r  to  hear  and  fee  fo  many  withering  trees,  as 
though  blafted  by  wrath,  becaufe  you-  fetch  not  all 
out  o  t  is  flock ;  and  Chrift  is  fuch  a  ftranger,  be- 

are  with  him  to  adt  and  bring 

forth  fruit  to  him.  6 


SECT.  VI. 

Consider  of  the  means  to  aft  from  Chrift  Jefus, 

and  indeed  herein  lies  the  fkill  and  life  of  a  Chrillian, 
and  ^  this  is  the  complaint  of  many  a  foul,  Chrift 
is  fuil,  and  he  is  not  tor  himfelf,  but  for  thofe  that 
want,  and  I  come  to  him  when  I  want  it,  and  yet  I 
Hind  no  help  ;  and  hence  many  are  brought  to  think 
either  it  is  in  vain  to  come  to  Chrift,  or  elfe  I  have 

no  faith  m  Chrift  ;  I  will  thereiore  premife  thefe  three 
things. 

1‘-  That  ,  a  GPe»  double,  treacherous,  difloyal 
heart  to  Chrift  cannot  expedt  any  thing  it  comes'  for 
unto  Chrift.  As  it  is  with  a  woman,  that  though 
ethers  do  not,  yet  her  hufband  knows  ftie  is  fallen 
in  league  with  fon.e  oilier  man,  he  will  be  ftrange  to 
her,  and  will  not  do  any  thing  for  her,  John  ii.°laft.  • 
iinew  what  was  in  man $”  as  it  is  in  grafts, 
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Tames  i.  7,  8.  “  Let  net  a  double-minded  man  think 
to  receive  any  thing  at  the  hands  of  the  Lord.”  For 
that  is  the  nature  of  man  under  the  power  of  any 
lull,  it  makes  all  ferve  it,  even  Chrift  hiinfelf,  which 
he  will  never  do,  “  I  am  weary  of  your  new  moons,” 
faith  the  Lord,  and  you  fall,  and  pray,  and  have  no 
anfwer,  for  you  fall  for  debate  :  and  therefore  I  take 
a  man  confidered  as  broken  off  from  the  power  ol 
lulls,  not  one  that  feels  himfelf  under  the  power  of  it, 
for  fuch  a  one  may  be  delivered  from  it,  fuch  a 
foul  as  can  fay,  much  ado  have  I  to  feel  my  fin,  and 
to  be  willing  to  part  with  it,  but  now  I  am  ;  here  is 
the  foul  I  fpeak  of. 

2.  That  the  . Lord  in  the  difpenfation  of  grace  to 
his  people,  is  wholly  free  to  give  it  when  he  will : 
for  a  man  that  works  for  his  wages,  mult  in  jultice 
have  his  wages  when  his  work  is  done  .  but  he  that 
begs  for  his  living  mult  be  content  to  Hay.  We  live 
by  faith,  and  free  gift,  not  by  works  and  deferts,  and 
hence  mult  wait  and  ftay,  Mic.  vii.  7*  Hence  let 
any  man  think  fenfibly  to  receive  what  he  goes  for  to 
the  Lord  Jefus  prefently,  as  many  feel  a  want  of  grace, 
and  think  the  Lord  hath  promifed  to  help,  and  now 
how  would  it  make  for  his  honour  to  give,  but  find  it 
not,  and  hence  grow  fad  or  difeouraged,  and  think 
it  is  in  vain  to  feek  ?  No,  no;  Chrift’s  hour  is  not 
yet  come,  when  you  think  it  is,  John  ii.  4.  — “  My 
“  hour  is  not  yet  come  and  hence  many  get  nothing 
becaufe  they  ly  out  of  the  way  of  the  covenant,  viz. 
to  think,  O  the  Lord  owes  me  nothing,  and  I  deferve 
the  contrary; 

3.  That  no  man  is  to  look  to  receive  all  that  which 
he  comes  to  the  Lord  for,  but  only  io  much  as  is  fit 
for  him ;  a  man  may  feel  much  ilraitnefs,  and  he 
would  have  many  enlargements ;  he  finds,  much 
deadnefs,  and  he  would  have  deep  overflowing  af¬ 
fections,  and  he  comes  to  the  Lord  for  it,  and  the 

Lord  gives  fome  ;  doth  he  not  ?  do  you  not  find  it  l 

can 
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can  you  fay,  you  feek  the  Lord,  and  attend  on  the 
l.orc.  in  vain,  with  thefe  hypocrites  ?  Matth.  iii.  14. 
1  rue,  hut  yet  methinks  more  would  be  better.  How 
do  you  know  that?  I  think  fo,  that  it  would  be  more 
for  his  honour  :  You  think  fo,  then  it  feems  you  have 
one  eye  more  than  Chrilt,  and  that  he  is  verf  carelefs 
and  tooluh  in  racing  his  own  honour :  Q  abhor  thole 
thoughts,  he  gives  you  fuch  a  coat  as  is  fit  for  you, 
luch  a  fail  as  fits  your  boat,  fuch  Ihoes  as  fit  your 
ieet,  iialm  xxi.  5.  “Honour  and  maiefty  haft  thou 

“  fitted  for  hhn  therefore  do  not  look  to  receive 
any  mote  than  is  fit  lor  you,  and  know  it,  that  is  bell 
for  you.  The  phyfician  prefcribes  that  which  is  fit  ' 
not  that  which  is  moll  defired  of  the  patients :  if  he 

will  not  accept  of  this,  he  will  not  look  after  him 
i  Cor.  xii.  7,  ? 

4-  Think  not  to  get  any  thing  from  the  Lord  Jefus 
with  eafe,  I  mean  to  the  flelhly  part :  it  hath  been  an 
old  complaint,  1  go  to  Chrift,  and  filh  all  night,  and 
can  catch  nothing  :  and  why  ?  here  is  the  caule,  they 
cannot  get  it  eafily,  and  therefore  they  cannot'get  it 
at  all,  yea  there  it  is,  Heb.  xi.  6.  This  is  one  of  the 
..wo  main  handles  ol  faith,  “  He  is  the  rewarder  of 

a],  them  that  diligently  fee k  hiin,?>  not  negligently! 
and  hence  at  their  firll  eonverllon  how  doth  Chrift’s 
fruits  overflow,  and  his  Jordan  rife  above  its  banks  ! 
and  what  a  deal  does  a  Chriliian  gain,  yet  not  after¬ 
ward  !  ft)  in  time  of  great  troulfle,  O  it  is  becaufe 
you  feek  him  diligently  .  1  hcrelore,  in  prescribing 

means,  do  not  fay  this  is  hard,  and  fo  depart,  as  thole 
did  on  the  very  fame  ground,  John  vi.  60. 

SECT.  VII. 

I 

The  Means  are  tbefe* 

Means  i.  LiABOUR  for  a  comprehending  know¬ 
ledge,  what  is  the  Jove  of  Chrift  to  thee  :  there  is  a 
double  knowledge  of  Chrift’s  love.  j.  That 
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1.  That  he  .loves  me,  and  this  very  apprehenfion 
fetches  in  warmth  and  life  into  the  heart,  “  In  thy 

favour  is  life.” 

2.  What  that  love  is,  and  that  in  all  the  dimenfions 
of  it :  and  beloved,  this  is  that  which  fills  a  man,  „ 
Lph.  in.  18,  19.  that  as  it  is  with  women,  when  the 
fulnefs  of  the  hufband’s  love  is  leen,  it  knits  the  heart 
invincibly  to  him,  and  makes  her  do  any  thing  for  him, 

fo  here.  And  as  we  fay  of  trees,  if  the  tree  begins  to 
wither  and  die,  the  only  way  is  not  to.caft  water  on  the 
branches,  to  pray  for  water  and  dews  from  heaven  on 
them,  but  water  the  root.  Love  is  the  next  root  of 
all  grace,  love  Chrift,  and  you  will  never  be  weary  of 
doing  for  Chrift,  love  him,  and  he  will  love  you,  Prov* 
viii.  17.  Now  what  kindles  love  fo  much  as  this  com¬ 
prehending  knowledge  of  the  Lord  jefus,  and  his  love, 
this  will  make  a  man  a  burning  beacon  of  love,  mjake 
a  man  melt  into  love,  which  is  as  ftrong  as  death, 
much  water  cannot  quench  it,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  “  Love 
A<  of  Chrift  conftrains,”  Gal.  v.  6.  “  Faith  works  by 
“  love  Faith  is  our  feet, whereby  we  come  to  Chrift; 
love  is  our  hand,  whereby  we  work  for  Chrift  :  now 
let  any  chirurgeon’s  fervant  come  to  a  chirurgeon  with 
a  broken  arm,  and  tell  him  he  can  do  no  work  for 
him,  therefore  defire  him  to  give  ftrength  to  do  it, 
come,  faith  he,  let  me  heal  your  arm  firlt :  no,  by  no 
means  ;  let  me  firlt  do  your  work,  that  fo  you  may 
heal,  and  I  may  feel  my  arm  to  be  whole  :  It  can 
never  be.  So  it  is  many  a  Chrillian’s  courfe^  Lord, 
let  me  do  thy  work,  and  hence  he  cries,  Lord  give  me 
ftrength,  and  then  fails  to  do  it,  and  cannot  without 
pain,  becaufe  his  love  is  broken.  Many  fay,  I  will 
go  to  Chrift,  and  a6t  for  Chrift,  and  then  I  will  think 
the  Lord  loves  me,  but  never  find  it :  fir  ft  fee  and 
comprehend  the  love  of  the  Lord  :  And  truly  this  is 
the  reafon  why  no  heart,  no  ftrength  to  a£t  for  God, 
unlefs  it  be  in  a  wearifome  manner  ;  and  why?  O  love 
is  out;  and  why  is  that  out  ?  why,  it  is  not  comprehend- 
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ed  by  the  eye  of  faith,  it  is  defpifed  by  feme,  other 
things  are  Iweet  to  them,  or  it  is  forgotten  by  others- 
men  remember  not  what  once  they  were,  and  wha^ 
the  Lord  has  done  ;  it  is  feen  a  little,  and  hence  a  little 
file  and  ftrength,  but  it  is  comprehended  by  few.  o' 
fiuiul  times  !  O  unkind  world  !  never  was  my  heart 
fo  dead,  faith  one,  never  fo  ftraitened  and  {hut  up 
faith  another,  never  fo  feeble  in  all  duties,  faith  ano¬ 
ther :  why,  you  fee,  and  tafte,  and  fip  of  this-  love, 
but  you  feed  not  heartily,  abundantly  on  it.  Never 
didll  thou  think  fo  little  of  this  love  ;  for  though  Chrift 
will  convey  rich  grace  to  his  people,  yet  it  fliall  be  by 
love;  Chriftians  will  come  to  Chrift,  and  when  they 
receive  and  feel  the  good  they  come  for,  they  will 
think  of  Chrift’s  love,  and  that  he  loves  them  :  no,  firft 
come  unto  the  Lord  Jems,  being  once  come,  know  he 
will  not  call  thee  away,  John  vi.  37.  then  think  of 
.  this  love ;  ftay  here,  firft  feed  here,  and  you  may  aft, 

.  and  then  the  Lord  will  convey  ftrength  and  power, 
and  enable  you  hereunto:  For  though  when  a  man 
tiufts  to  his  love,  as  Peter  without  faith,  a  man  will 
fall  becaufe  he  trufts  to  an  arm  of  flefli :  yet  when 
faith  employs  love,  tne  woric  is  very  great.  .As  a 
father  has  a  child  who  muft  keep  at  home  with  him, 
but  he  has  never  a  fteward  to  lay  out  that  eilate  for 
him  that  he  means  to  give  him,  but  when  an  able 
fteward,  now  he  gives  his  fou  richly.  So  here  : 

S>uejt.  Mow  fliall  I  comprehend  it  ? 

Anf.  Firft,  the  apoftle  prays  for  it.  Secondly,  fee 
what  it  is,  by  his  defcription,  and  meditate  on  it. 

1.  The  breadth,  that  is,  the  fame  love  wherewith 
the  Lord  comprends  all  faints,  as  Abraham,  &c.  thou 
art  as  dear  to  the  Lord  as  he  or  any  in  heaven  ;  nav, 
it  may  be  did  colt  more  :  not  a  crofs,  not  a  mercy, 
but  it  is  common  (for  fubftance)  unto  all  faiiys. 

2.  Iftie  length,  from  eternity  to  eternity,  nothing 
can  part,  nothing  fliall  part ;  all  other  things  are  but 
iummer-fwallows  that  build  with  us  for  a  time. 

3.  The 
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3.  The  depth,  that  the  Lord  fhould  look  upon  thee 
when  in  thy*  peft-houfe,  when  no  eye  pitied  thee, 
when  as  low  as  the  grave,  nay,  as  low  as  hell,  nay 
lower ;  for  they  in  hell  would  come  out,  thou  wouldft 
not.  Never  think  to  fee  what  infinite  love  is,  till 
thou  feeft  infinite  wrath. 

4.  The  height,  to  be  as  happy  as  angels,  and 
more  fo ;  nay,  to  be  all  one  with  Ghrilt,  and  in 
Chrift,  and  loved  with  the  fame  love  Chrift  is, 
John  xvii.  23.  26. 

5.  When  thou  feeft  it  thus,  yet  it  is  the  love  of 
Chrift,  that  pafleth  knowledge:  As  children  cannot 
tell  how  parents  love  them,  will  you  do  thus  ?  It  is 
with  many  Chriftians  as  it  is  with  many  trees,  the  tree 
is  good,  and  the  foil  is  good,  and  rain,  dews,  fun,  hut- 
band-man  good,  yet  it  begins  to  die,  then  now  nothing 
is  wanting,  but  only  to  be  let  a  little  deeper,  that  it 
may  take  more  root  of  the  foil.  And  io  here,  there 
is  nothing  wanting  in  many  a  Chriftian,  but  to  be  let 
a  little  deeper,  and  to  take  more  rooting  in  the  Lord’s 
love.  Faith  roots  itfelf  in  God’s  love,  and  now  pro- 
fpers  by  love.  The  eye  is  but  little,  yet  can  compre¬ 
hend  a  mighty  world  quickly :  man’s  mind  is  but 
little,  yet  can  comprehend,  though  not  the  infinitenels, 
yet  an  infinite.  If  there  be  this  light  of  glory,  fee  by 
it  all  your  poor  fad  hearts  that  conceive  nothing  but 
terror  and  holineis  in  God ;  if  you  fee  it  not,  know 
it  here  is  your  work  now ;  for  the  firft  work  is  to 
get  faith,  then  to  get  love,  then  to  a£l  from  faith 
by  love.  Now  the  Lord  hath  wrought  the  firft,  and 
thou  art  bufy  a-doing  the  third  work,  not  remember¬ 
ing  the  fecond. 

Means  2.  Content  not  thvfelf  with  feeling  a  want 
of  fupply,  but  labour  to  feel  a  need  of  lupplv  ironi 
the  Lord  Jefus ;  for  many  a  Chriftian  feels  a  want 
of  grace  from  Chrift,  brokennefs,  &c.  fees  he  has  no¬ 
thing,  and  is  fometime  by  fits  troubled  for  the  want  of 
it:  but  he  can  be  well  content  tho’  he  have  no  fupply, 

having 


/ 


ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

having  fo me  what  elfe  to  eafe  and  content  him,  he 
.^e  5  no  need  ot^  iupply,  fo  as  he  cannot  be  without 
it,  that  his  ipirit  lails  unleis  the  Lord  Jelus  in  mercy* 
give  it,  and  therefore  mail  have  it,  there  is  a  neceffi- 
ly  Hence  he  never  finds  fupply,  and  wonders 

at  it  why  it  is  lo  :  and  here  it  is,  here  is  his  wound, 
and  fo  brings  up  an  ill  report  of  the  Lord,  faying,  he 
is  loth  to  give  ;  and  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord, 
it  is  in  vain  to  feek,  and  truly  fo  it  is  to  feek  fo  :  for 
let  thy  condition  be  never  fo  miferable,  if  thou  feeleft 
a  need  ol  fupply,  the  Lord  will  make  bare  his  arm, 
and  work  wonders,  bring  heaven  out  of  hell,  joy  out 
of  forrow,  and  light  out  of  the  thickeft  darknefs,  and 
floods  out  of  dry  ground,  Xfa.  xliv.  17,  18.  when  the 
ground  is  dry  and  parched,  no  moifture  left ;  now  the 
Lord  pours  out  water  on  this  foul,  Ifa.  xliv.  3.  Heb. 
iv.  la'll.  Many  come  to  the  Lord  for  grace,  and  find 
it  not :  methinks  I  hear  the  Lord  fpeaking  thus  to 
his  people,  I  love  you  dearly,  and  I  am  content 
to  give  you  any  thing  you  need,  but  you  do  not  need 
my  grace,  my  Spirit,  my  prefence,  that  is,  you  feel  not 
a  need  of  it,  for  if  you  had  it  now,  you  would  not  prize 
it  much,  nor  keep  it  long  :  my  precious  grace  mull 
not  be  fpilt.  Many  know  their  wants  and  diftempers, 
and  know  there  is  no  help  in  themfelves,  and  fee  all 
fulnefs  in  Chrift,  and  hence  comes  to  him,  but  find 
none,  becaufe  they  can  be  content  though  the  Lord 
deny  :  no  nor  never  fhail  unlefs  you  feel  the  woe  of 
your  wants,  that  your  fpirit  fails  if  the  Lord  fend  not 
in  fupply,  Xfa.  lvii.  16.  “  X  will  not  contend,  led  the 
“  Spirit  fail.”  Hence  there  God  promifeth  to  dwell, 
to  fend  and  create  peace  and  comfort:  for  what  is  the 
reafon  that  Chriflians  at  fir  It  beginnings  feek  peace 
and  mercy,  and  have  abundantly  then  ?  why  truly 
I  was  long  time  before  I  had  any  thing,  but  when  my 
fpirit  began  to  fail,  and  I  gave  all  for  gone,  and  could 
cut  no  more,  now  the  Lord  helped  and  pitied  me  : 
but  where  are  thofe  comforts,  and  that  prefence  of  the 

Lord 
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Lord  now?  Truly  now  you  think  the  worft  is  paft2 
and  would  be  glad  of  the  Hie  of  Chrilt,  and  grace 
from  Chrift;  but  if  not,  you  have  a  little,  your  ftate 
is  fafe,  and  fo  can  lie  without  putting  yourfelf  to  a 
neceffity  of  it.  Is  it  not  thus  ?  is  not  this  your  very 
wound?  if  it  be,  for  the  Lord’s  fake  then  get  it  healed, 
and  do  as  people  in  Chrift’s  time,  thole  that  were 
well,  and  had  not  defperate  difeafes,  commonly  came 
not  to  him,  but  when  the  difeafe  was  defperate,  you 
know  the  fame  of  Chrilt  being  fpread  abroad,  then 
they  brought  their  fick,  and  laid  them  before  his 
merciful  eyes;  then  they  looked  for  the  laying  on  of 
his  hand,  or  a  word  of  his  mouth,  and  all  were  heal¬ 
ed:  fo  do  you,  you  have  heard  of  the  fame  of  Chrilt 
and  feen  others  humbled,  others  pardoned,  lay  thy 
fick  foul  (but  look  that  it  be  Tick)  before  his  eyes* 
and  fo  look  for  one  word  of  his  mouth,  as  the  woman 
of  Canaan,  be  may  deny  for  a  time,  yet  the  nuift1 
have  it,  and  the  Lord  will  fay,  u  Be  it  unto  thee  ac~ 
“  cording  to  thy  faith,”  not  according  to  thy  deferts, 
thou  wilt  have  it,  I  mult  give  it,  thou  dielt  without 
it,  behold  I  live  to  revive  thee,  and  therefore  to  give 
it.  You  come  to  prayer,  and  word,  and  want  many 
things,  but  find  them  not.  Oh  come  therefore. 
Lord,  I  mull  have,  I  cannot  do  without  fupply.  Not 
but  that  a  Chriftian  mult  wait,  and  be  content  hum¬ 
bly,  but  not  careiefly:  Therefore  think  with  thy- 
felf, 

1.  What  is  there  that  I  need  but  this,  the  prefence 
of  God,  the  life  of  God,  &c.  Is  it  not  enough  in 
heaven,  where  is  no  wealth  nor  comforts  elfe?  and  is 
it  not  fufficient  now  ? 

2.  May  I  have  it  on  this  condition  (I  mult  have  it, 
I  am  refolved  not  to  go  without  it)  Rev.  xxik  17.  if 
you  will  come,  take  it.  Are  the  terms  fo  fweet? 

3.  Do  wicked  men  thirl!  more  and  more  after  their 
lulls,  and  is  Chrift,  and  his  grace,  and  his  prefence  no 

better, 
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better,  that  I- have  enough  of  them  quickly  ?  God  for¬ 
bid  there  fhould  be  fuch  a  heart. 

4.  Doth  the  leaft  fin  lb  exceedingly  go  to  the  heart 
of  my  God,  and  {hall  J  iuffer  it  not  only  to  a£t  here, 
and  tempt  here,  but  remain  alive  here  ? 

5.  Is  not  the  Lord,  after  all  love  {hewn  me,  wor¬ 
thy  of  infinite  (not  a  little)  honour  from  me  ?  and 
doth  he  deferve  all,  and  mud  I  not,  fhall  I  not  give  it 
him  before  I  die  ?  it  mud,  it  fhall  be  fo.  Now 
when  here  you  feel  a  need,  know  it  that  you  are  at 
the  very  door  of  relief :  I  conceive  this  is  the  great 
door  at  which  Ghrift  enters  into  the  foul.  The  root 
of  faith  (that  is,  the  author,  object,  and  foundation  of 
faith)  is  out  of  a  man’s  felf,  the  door  of  faith  which 
opens  to  all  treafures  is  in  a  man’s  felf:  This  door  is 
not  any  good  in  us,  for  then  we  fhould  have  fomewhat 
to  boad  of ;  nor  fin -in  us,  for  that  fhuts  out  God  from 
us ;  nor  knowledge  of  want,  for  that  the  devils  have, 
but  lenfe  of  want,  which  when  the  faints  have,  now 
the  door  is  opened  for  the  Lord  Jefns  in  all  his  fulnefs 
to  come  in.  Now,  “  If  you  know  thele  things,  bleffed 
“  are  you  if  you  do  them.” 


SECT.  VIII. 

Ufe  5.  1  O  all  the  churches  of  the  Lord  Jefus  here 
planted  in  thele  weftern  parts  of  the  world,  to  main¬ 
tain  your  church-chaftity  and  virginity,  you  have  a 
name  of  it  abroad,  pure  chalfe  virgin-churches,  not 
polluted  with  the  mixtures  of  mens  inventions,  not  de¬ 
filed  with  the  company  of  evil  men  :  pure  ordinances, 
pure  people,  pure  churches,  which  is  the  caufe  of 
the  feoffs  and  enmity  of  fome,  but  of  the  defire  and  joy 
of  others.  O  if  there,  how  happy  I  ?  and  how  bleffed 
they  ?  Take  heed  you  do  not  defile  yourfelves  again. 
Open  whoredom  is  too  grofs,  too  liiainelu!,  to  yield 
to  man’s  inventions,  to  open  the  door  for  all  comers 
into  the  church  :•  but  take  heed  of  fecret  whoredoms 
and  departings  from  Chrift ;  for  think  of  this  fpeecn. 

.  when 
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when  you  fee  me  dead,  that  of  all  churches  In  the 
world,  the  Lord  Jefus  carries  a  mo  ft  jealous  eye  over 
thefe  for  whom  he  has  done  fuch  great  things;  and 
I  know  it,  he  takes  exceeding  ill  your  fecret  wanton- 
nefs  and  whoredoms  of  heart;  the  Lord  has  kept  you 
hitherto,  look  you  maintain  it,  for  you  may  be  foon 
deflowered  again;  few  churches  retain  their  purity 
long;  aged,  grey-haired  purity  is  feldonvfeen.  I  will 
tell  you  of  the  feveral  temptations  (fome  at  leaf!)  that 
may  prevail  to  the  defilement  of  you. 

Firft,  Spiritual  defilement  is  forfaking  of  tho  huf- 
band,  a  total  fecret  forfaking  of  Chrift;  for  here  is 
the  temptation  to  it,  viz.  God’s  withdrawing  himielf 
in  his  ordinances  from  his  ordinances.  For  three 
forts  of  temptations  make  men  fall  back. 

1.  By  perfecution ;  and  there  many  fall  (though 

fome  hold  out)  as  in  the  itony  land. 

2.  By  peace;  and  here  many  fall  like  the  thorny 
ground;  like  failors  that  in  a  ftorm  at  fea,  every  man. 
is  ready,  and  will  be  pulling  his  rope,  but  when  a  calm, 
then  go  to  their  cabins,  and  there  tall  afleep,  and  here 
many  fall  in  this  place,  and  others  ftand  it  out. 

3.  By  the  Lord’s  withdrawing  from  them,  as  thofe, 
Mai.  iii.  14.  and  here  the  great  ones  fall.  Many  come 
to  enjoy  ordinances,  and  perfecution  vexes  them  not, 
the  world  is  bafe,  it  troubles  them  not,  and  they  think 
to  find  much,  but  do  not,  but  the  Lord  withdraws, 
and  they  can  get  no  good;  hereupon  their  falle  hearts 
difcover  themfelves,  they  draw  back  from  God,  and 
lie  (till;  whereas  faints  cry  the  more  into  themfelves, 
and  find  out  the  caufe  of  it,  and  then  the  Lord  helps 
them,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  17.  Oh  take  heed  of  this. 

1.  Shall  I  forfake  the  Lord  that  has  done  thefi^ 

great  things  for  my  foul? 

2.  Shall  I  now  do  it  after  I  am  fo  near  heaven? 

3.  Shall  I  forfake  him  when  he  departs  from  me  but 
for  a  time  it  may  be,  when  as' he  followed  me,  when 
I  departed  long  from  him? 
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4.  Is  it  not  hell  to  die  without  him?  and  (hall  it  not 
be  death  to  live  without  him? 

5’  Does  he  depart  without  a  cauie;  he  has  no  caufe 
to  follow  me,  I  have  all  reafun  to  follow  him;  the 
Lord  grant  you  may  do  fo. 

Secondly,  Secret  defilement  is  by  negleft  of  private 
communion  with  him:  this  is  whorifh  in  a  wife.  Here 
is  flionger  temptation  to  neglect  private  prayer  and 
meditation;  partly  by  want  of  room,  partly  by  multi- 
tudes  of  bufineffes,  and  work,  ar*l  cares  hereabout, 
that  being  weary  in  the  day,  fleepy  at  night,  bufy  in 
the  morning; prayer,  meditation,  daily  examination 
are  fent  away  as  Paul  from  Felix,  we  will  fpeak  with 
thefe  at  fome  more  convenient  feafon;  and  hence 
ftraitnefs  of  heart  toward  Chrilt,  and  no  means  do 
good.  .  O  beloved,  have  you  fuch  a  hnfiband  as 
Chrilt  in  heaven,  that  loves  thy  looks,  thy  company, 
thy  fighs,  thy  fpeeches,  and  will  you  negleft  him  thus? 
what,  no  love?  2.  Is  he  not  broken. with  this  whorifh 
heart?  3.  Is  that  ipeech  worth  any  thing  with  you, 
“  We  fhall  ever  be  with  the  Lord,”  doth  it  comfort 
you  to  think  of  being  ever  with  him,  and  now  negletb 
him?  where  are  your  hearts? 

Thirdly,  Secret  defilement  is  by  bringing  other  lo¬ 
vers  into  the  fame  bed,  the  fame  heart  with  him: 
and  here  the  temptation  to  this  is  flrcng,  for  moll: 
men  have  loft  and  funk  in  their  eftates,  and  it  is  hard 
to  live  lower  than  we  did,  and  this  is  a  grief,  and  here 
grief  for  Id's  has  a  vent  by  greedinefs  and  purfuit  after 
more.  In  other  places  men  had  a  very  comfortable 
eftate,  hence  rejoiced  in  what  they  had,  and  did  not 
greedily  defire  more;  but  now  want  makes  men  hungry 
pnd  greedy:  and  now  when  a  man  has  thought  and 
looked  about  him,  and  feen  what  he  may  gain  by 
his  labour  of  many  acres,  by  his  goats  and  cattle  in 
fo  many  years;  now  he  carts  himfelf  into  the  world, 
and  alfo  will  not  for  fake  Chrirt  utterly,  but  bring  both 
into  the  fame  heart,  Chrirt  lliall  have  fome  love,  fome 
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defire,  hut  the  world  as  much,  and  fo  the  heart  is 
divided;  and  hence  fome  let  high  prices  on  their 
corn,  commodities,  cattle;  others  look  lor  large  wages, 
&c.  and  yet  Chrid  too.  Hence  men  cry  out  of  the 
world  becaufe  it  hinders  them  from  Chrid;  and  yet 
bring  it  into,  and  hug  it  in  their  heaits,  becaufe  they 
mult  have  it  in  the  bed  with  Chrid.  It  was  the 
fpeech  of  one,  that  he  never  heard  of  any  faint  in 
fcripture  given  to  covetoufnels,  lome  to  one  lin,  fome 
to  another,  but  none  to  that;  I  have  heard  of  Lot, 
but  God  fired  him  out  of  his  ellate  at  lad;  and  that 
is  all  I  would  lay  to  this. 

Fourthly,  Secret  defilements  is  by  decaying  in  love 
to  thofe  whom  Chrid  loves,  and  thofe  are  his  faints, 
and  temptations  are  drong  in  this  place  to  this:  i.  Be¬ 
caufe  #ve  have  multitudes  of  them;  even  gold  itfelf 
being  fo  common  as  to  pave  our  llreets,  is  defpifed* 
2.  Becaufe  there  wants  a  common  enemy  to  drive 
them  together.  Take  feveral  men  that  never  knew 
one-another,  yet  in  time  of  war  they  will  love  abun¬ 
dantly,  and  then  encourage  one-another,  and  can 
with  joy  lie  together;  fo  it  is  here,  hence  arife  your 
petty  duels  and  jars  in  churches,  furmifings,  cenfurings, 
&c.  and  the  reafon  is  this,  there  is  little  love  to  faints, 
and  for  want  of  this,  men  fliall  not  know  whethei  you 
be  C  hr  id’s  difciples  or  no.  Be  thy  brethren  faints  or 
not  ?  bear  they  the  image  of  Chrid  or  no  ?  if  they  do 
not,  why  not  convince  them,  admonifli  tnem  ?  and  if 
they  will  not  be  better,  away  with  them  ;  if  they  be, 
O  bear,  O  love,  O  tender  them,  as  thou  looked  the 
Lord  Jefus  fliould  tender  thee.  And  therefore  let  the 
image  of  Chrid  appear,  and  then  lee  it,  and  then  love, 
and  then  no  more  breaches  will  follow  :  if  not,  the 
Lord  can  and  will  foon  fend  wolves  to  make  fheep  luti 


more  together. 

Fifthly,  Letting  a  new  generation  of  harlots  into 
Chrift's  bofom,  I  mean,  not  greatly  caring  for  poderi- 
ty,  that  they  may  know  and  lerve  this  God;  for  after 
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this  generation  is  pail,  our  children  are  to  follow, 
and  it  is  very  rare  that  they  prove  right,  yet  it  may 
be  fo.  Hearken  therefore,  you  parents,  if  God 
brought  them  over  for  this  end,  and  if  they  never 
knew  God,  what  a  fad  thing  it  would  be?  or  if  they 
be  brought  forth  to  pull  down  the  temple  of  God. 
O  theiefore,  1.  te  careful  of  a  pious  education  of 
them  in  fcnools,  in  piivate,  and  take  fome  courfe  for 
that  end  before  others  come  over,  this  will  draw  them. 
2.  O  make  many  prayers  for  them.  3.  Set  faith 
a- work  in  God’s  promife;  as  one  faid,  he  would  not 
abate  the  Lord,  though  he  gave  it  him  in  ninety-nine, 
of  that  one.  Leave  in  record  what  the  Lord  has 
done  for  you,  that  the  Lord  may  be  with  them,  and 
that  all  thefe  churches  may  be  the  glory  of  Chrift, 

and  then  you  fhall  enter  into  the  bride-chamker  of 
the  Lamb  at  laft. 


CHAP.  VII.  SECT.  I. 

Concerning  a  Cbriftian’ s  duty  cf  being  conftantly  and 
continually  ready  to  meet  Cbrif t ,  and  to  enjoy  com¬ 
munion  with  him. 

'  •  .  '  d  s 

2.  'Tool  their  Lamps . 


\/[  UCH  du ft  is  railed,  and  much  difpute  is  made, 
^  -  efpecially  by  Popifh  interpreters,  what  the 
lamps,  what  the  oil,  what  the  veflels  fhould  be?  The 
general  conceit  of  mod  of  them  is,  that  by  oil  is  meant 
g  <od  works;  and  by  lamps,  faith  anfwerable  to  their 
o^/n  conceit;  that  not  faith  but  good  works  chiefly 
fave:  Whereas  if  we  confider  the  thing  rather  e  contra , 
that  by  lighted  lamps  are  meant  good  works,  or  eter¬ 
nal  Ihining  profeflion,  according  to  that  of  Chrift, 
Mat.  v.  u  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men,”  See.  and 
that  by  oil  flaould  be  meant  faith;  becaufe  it  is  inward, 
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and  is  the  nourilhment  of  works  and  outward  profef- 
fion.  And  in  this  fenfe  fome  of  our  divines  do  take 
this  fcripture;  and  the  rhemifts  likewife,  who  under- 
Hand  by  lamps  lighted,  good  works;  by  oil  a  good  in¬ 
tention:  To  which  it  is  anfwered  by  Cartwright  (that 
burning  and  fhining  light  of  our  times)  that  rather  by- 
lamps  lighted  is  to  be  underllood,  “  watchful  minds 
“  always  lifted  up  in  attending  for  the  coming  of 
“  Chrift,”  according  as  it  is  ver.  13.  And  1  doubt 
not  but  this  is  one  thing  aimed  at,  that  they  “  took 
“  their  lamps,”  that  is,  were  watchful  for  Chrifl’s 
coming.  But  when  I  weigh  other  circumftances,  me- 
thinks  there  is  lbmewhat  elle  more  plainly  and  princi¬ 
pally  intended,  of  which  I  fcarce  read  any  divine,  but 
he  gives  a  hint  of,  viz.  that  by  lighted  lamps,  and 
taking  of  them,  is  meant  nothing  elle  but  the  readinefs 
of  the  churches  to  meet  and  to -have  fellowlhip  with, 
the  Lord  Jefus.  And  my  reafons  are  thefe: 

Becaufe  the  Lord  Jefus  to  teach  his  people  watch- 
fulnels,  and  to  put  them  to  a  narrow  fearch  of  them- 
felves,  borrows  a  fimilitude  from  the  cultom  of  thofe 
times,  wherein  their  marriages  were  celebrated  in  the  , 
night,  and  hence  the  virgins  (the  only  children  of  the 
bride-chamber,  and  fome  think  their  number  never 
exceeded  ten)  being  to  walk  out  in  the  night,  took 
their  lamps:  and  when  they  had  kindled  their  lamps 
(ufually  the  laft  thing  that  is  done),  now  they  are  ready 
to  go  out,  and  this  is  that  which  Chrift  aims  at. 

1.  From  Luke  xii.  35.  “  Let  your  loins  be  girt, 

and  lamps  burning;”  it  is  evident  that  thereby  is  meant 
nothing  elfe  but  readinefs  to  meet  the  Lord  whenever 
he  comes;  for  when  loins  are  girt,  then  one  is  fit  for 
travel,  but  feeing  it  is  in  the  night,  hence  lamps  mult 
be  burning  too. 

3.  Becaufe  it  is  faid  plainly,  ver.  10.  when  their 
lamps  were  kindled  again,  “  they  that  were  ready 
went  in;”  I  know  the  word  is  called  a  lamp  for  our 
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feet,  Pfal.  cxix.  and  fo  by  lamps  may  be  meant  minds 
enlightened  and  kindled  by  the  word.  The  eminent 
prof  ,  .on  and  excellencies  of  the  church  is  like  a  lamp, 

11a.  Ixn.  i.  and  more  particularly  may  be  here  inclu¬ 
ded  and  aimed  at:  but  in  this  verfe  lamps  are  fpoken 
of  in  general,  including  light,  oil,  veffels;  and  hence 
give  t  is  general  interpretation  here,  intending  par- 

ticulars  if  need  be  afterward :  So  that  now  fhall  only 
raile  this  point.  7 

SECT.  II. 

Doa.  That  all  thofe  that  are  efpoufed  unto  Chrill, 
ought  to  be  in  a  conltant  or  continual  readinefs  to 

meet  Chrill,  and  to  have  immediate  communion  with 
Chrill.  -  ^ 

A  woman  may  be  efpoufed  to  another,  and  yet  fhe 
may  be  fometimes  not  ready  to  meet  him,  her  foul  ap¬ 
parel  is  on.  So  here,  therefore  it  is  not  enough  to 
be  efpoufed  unto  Chrill,  but  being  efpoufed,  now  you 
ought  to  be  in  a  continual  readinefs  to  clafp  the  Lord 
in  your  arms,  and  to  lay  your  heads  in  his  bofom  in 
heaven:  This  is  commanded  by  Chrill,  Mat.  xxiv. 
44-  i  Ids  was  the  mighty  power  of  God’s  grace  in 
Paul,  when  others  were  weeping  to  think  of  his  bonds, 
“  Why  do  you  break  my  heart,  I  am  ready  not  only 
“  to  be  bound,  but  to  die  for  Chrill,”  and'fo  doubt- 
lefs  to  be  with  Chrill;  much  more  ready  to  meet 
Chilli  whenever  he  lhall  come,  ready  to  welcome 
death,  much  more  ready  to  welcome  Chrill,  A£ts 
xxi.  13.  This  alio  is  the  end  of  John’s  miniflry, 
Luke  i.  17.  To  make  ready  a  people  prepared  for 
the  Lord,  to  meet  with  Chrill  on  earth  ;  now  he  is 
flone,  our  work  is  to  prepare  a  people  to  meet  the 
Lord  in  heaven.  Hence  this  is  put  in  as  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  veffels  of  wrath,  and  veffels  of  glory; 
the  one  are  fitted  for  deftru&ion,  the  others  are  fitted' 
prepared,  or  made  ready  for  glory,  and  the  glory  of 
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a  Chriftian  is  chiefly  to  enjoy  fellowfhip  immediately 
with  Tefus  Chrift.  1  here  is  many  a  ioul  deal  unto 
Chrift  and  efpoufed  to  him,  and  has  his  heatt  a- 
feded'to  think  of  the  good  time  that  is  coming,  when 
wfliXver  be  wbMbe  Lori:  bee  rile,  ere  yo«  re, 
dv  vet  for  to  go  to  him,  though  it  be  through  fire  , 
JJ rs,  thorns,  borrows,  death  itfelfi  who  “"  lay 
ves  ?  but  (fay  mens  hearts)  hint  the  Lord  out 
longer  lei  not  the  door  hand  op5n  yet ;  yet  this 
mutt  be  :  And  therefore  for  explication’s  fake,  let 
me,  i.  Shew  you  when  the  foul  is  in  readmefs  for  te 
Lord  Jefus.  2.  The  reafons  why  there  mutt  e  a 

continual  readinefs. 

SECT.  III. 

When  is  the  foul  in  readinefs  to  enjoy 

Chrilt  ?  .  .  ,  ,  rt,  -r 

AnT  As  there  are  four  things  which  mane  a  mm 

tian  unready,  fo  this  readinefs  confifts  in  lour  things 

contrary.  ,  r  ,  • 

1.  That  which  makes  a  Chriftian  Unready  for  him, 

are  thofe  ftrong  fears,  and  jealoufies,  and  damping 
doubts  of  the  love  of  Chrift  to  him.  The  foul  hap- 
pily  has  made  choice  of  him,  is  content  with  him, 
melts  into  wonderment,  and  love  to  tmnk  tnat  he 
Ihould  love  him  :  what  me  ?  and  Chrift  has  writ  hun 
on  his  heart,  and  on  the  palm  of  his  hands;  bu 
“  Ifrael  faith,  My  God  hath  forlaken  me,  my  bod 
“  hath  forgotten  me,’’  La.  xlix.  14.  Is  it  po.  1  -e  - 
is  it  credible  ?  one  that  has  been  fo  vile,  one  that  lull 
has  fuch  a  heart,  for  him  to  fet  his  heart  on  me  1 
furety  no  :  hence  the  foul  is  afraid  to  die,  and  deities 
too  much  to  live  ftill :  and  the  more  he  thinks  o.  up¬ 
time,  and  bleffednefs  of  following  the  Lamb  where- 
ever  he  goes,  the  more  he  fears  and  lees  this  may 
pofiibly  never  be  my  portion  :  there  may  be  feme 
falfenefs  in  my  heart  towards  him  that  I  never  yet  haw, 
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Jbme  fecret  knot  that  was  never  yet  unloofed  •  and 
lienee  not  vet  iv-irb.  u,  umuuitu.  ana 

if  I  Ind  n  lnHo  '  *  ,J~enCe  man7  a  Chrifliari  faith, 
nacl  a  little  more  affurance  r,;™  ,  , 

will  •  rn-,„c  r  ,  •  ,  ce  ^t  him  come  when  he 
•1.  Inus  lome  think  it  was  with- Hezekiah  who 

hough  he  walked  before  God  with  a  perfeft  hear" 

ill  zz  ,l,aT  -  «* -xjs: 

Scoared  f,r  m  the  foul  is  ™dy  and 

prepared  tor  him,  when  he  has  fome  comfortable  *f 

-a„ce  the  .ole  of  ChrM  toward*  thattcS 

ver’T  ,  r?  mC’  th°USh  he  kil^  me  by  death, 

molt  I™  thnat  hC  l0VCS  me  :  na7>  then  he  Wes  me 
molt,  when  he  puts  an  end  to  my  fins,  and  to  mv 

iGiioivs  too  :  And  therefore  nnnr  foifi  ^ 

to  rpronrp  •  ^.erore  now  iaith,  as  one  ready 

to  receive  a  prince,  Now  let  him  come  to  me  or 
:end  for  me  when  he  will :  why  fo  ?  “  Who  can  fepa- 
rate  me  lrom  the  love  of  Chrili?”  Rom.  viii.  35. 

2  “t  1(?°k’  as  1C,1S  with  a  foldier  that  is  to  go  to 
t/ai,  where  many  bullets  and  arrows  are  like  to  fall 

and  that  whiie  he  has  no  armour  on  ;  call 
him  to  the  captain  and  he  will  fay  he  is  not  ready 

1*1  bUl  When  h?  has  his  armour  of  proof  on,  and 
ch  armour  that  he  knows,  let  him  receive  never  fo 
many  wounds,  yet  he  fhall  efcape  with  his  life,  and 
triumph  with  Ins  captain  afterward  :  Now  give  him 
but  h,s  watch-word,  he  is  ready,  though  nev^r  fo 
weak,  yet  I  am  fare  I  fir  all  efcape  with  my  life,  nay 
*ot  10  much  as  hurt.  So  a  Chriltian  wanting  his  af- 
furance,  wants  his  armour  ;  he  is  weak,  and  powers  of 
a.Knels  v/iil  aiiault  him,  and  he  is  flain  by  them  ' 
now  he  is  unready  ;  but  if  allured,  though  weak  and 

f tbie;.  he  TIS  now  a£  ChnR’s  watch-word,  I  know  I 
fnall  live,  I  may  fall,  but  I  fhall  rife  again  ;  this  puts 
courage  and  fpirit  into  a  ChriHian,  Dan.  iii.  17,  18, 
iueb.  xi.  35.  Others  were  tormented,  (and  fo  rea- 
°y)  “  ROt  accepting  deliverance;”  why  fo  p  to  “  oh 
tain  3  better  region,”  which  they  are'  faid  to  fee 
by  the  eye  of  faith,  and  this  was  by  poor,  weak  wo¬ 
men  ;  therefore  labour  for  this,  elfe  not  prepared. 
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The  Lord  would  have  his  people  look  death  and  dan¬ 
gers  in  the  face,  and  triumph  in  forrows,  and  not 
faiiU-hearted,  (which  canpot  be  cone  without  this) 
that  the  world  may  fee  that  there  is  more  than  men 
in  them,  2  Cor.  iv.  16,  17,  18.  and  v.  1.  Who  would 
be  without  this?  yet  may  we  not  complain,  as  Clin II 
of  his  difciples,  “  Oh  fool i 111  and  flow  of  heart  to 
“  believe  all  that  is  written,”  fo  many  promifes  yet  not 
allured,  lo  many  experiences  yet  not  eflablifhed,  and 
therefore  not  yet  prepared  and  leady  loi  the  coming 
of  the  Lord  ?  A  man  that  has  a  fair  eftate  and  houfe 
befallen  him,  fo  long  as  he  is  m  fuit  foi  it,  cares  not 
dwell  in  it,  but  makes  a  fliift  where  he  is:  but  then 
he  is  ready  when  quiet  poffeffion  is  given  him.  So 
get  the  Lord  to  pais  fentence  for  affurance  ot  your 
everlalling  habitation,  then  are  you  ready  to  dwell 
therein. 

2.  Then  a  man  is  unprepared  for  the  Lord  Jefus 
his  coming,  w’hile  he  wants  afledions  fuitalue  to  the 
majelly,  and  according  to  the  worth  ano  love  of  the 
Lord  Jefus.  Suppofe  a  woman  knows  her  hulband’s 
love,  yet  if  line  have  loll  her  love  to  him,  or  if  ihe  love 
him,  it  is  only  as  Ihe  loves  another  man,  not  according 
to  the  worth  of  her  hulband’s  perfon,  or  the  greatnefs 
of  his  love  :  Is  ihe  fit  now  to  appear  before  him,  when 
no  heart  to  receive  him  ?  fo  although  you  queltion  not 


Chrill’s  love  to  you,  and  thank  God  you  doubt  little 
of  it,  yet  where  is  your  heart  ?  your  love  to  him  ?  have 
you  not  loll  your  love,  your  firll  love,  or  fecond  love? 
if  you  have  love  it  is  not  divided  to  other  things,  as 
wife,  child,  friends,  hopes  of  provifion  for  them,  and 
too  much  care  hereupon  for  that  ?  or  if  you  do  love 
him,  it  is  with  a  carnal  love,  he  is  no  more  than  a  lull 
hath  had,  and  it  may  be  not  io  much,  it  is  with  a  cold 
love  ;  now  you  are  unlit  for  him  :  hence  the  Lord, 
Luke  xxi.  2,4.  “  Take  heed  your  hearts  be  not  over¬ 
charged,”  1  Pet.  iv.  7.  Now  therefore  then  the  foul 
is  prepared  to  meet  Chrill,  when  if  the  foul  has  loll 

it§. 
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its  affections,  it  recovers  them  out  of  the  hands  of  all 
creatines  that  Hole  them  away  from  Chrift,  and  hence 
David  prays,  “  Oh  fpare  .that  I  may  recover  mv 
“  ftrength  and  when  it  breaks  out  with  fuch  love 
to  Ghrilt  as  is  fitting  for  him,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  there  is 
tfit  righteous  Judge  ready  to  give  the  crown,  when 
C.nii.i,  ^  appearing  is  loved,  that  is,  they  are  fo  taken 
with  him,  as  that  they  love  the  looks  of  him,  it  would 
rejoice  my  heart  to  fee,  which  lhall  make  others  trem¬ 
ble  to  behold  him  :  Oh  it  mutt  be  a  dear  love,  a 
ipring  of  running  love  without  meafure,  for  this’  is 
tne  difference  between  affedfions  of  faints  and  hypo¬ 
crites  to  Chrift,  the  one  arifes  like  a  morning-dew 
which  is  foon  licked  up  by  the  fun,  Hof.  vi.  4.  the  heat 
of  affections  after  other  things  licks  it  up  ;  but  the 
love  of  faints  to  Chrift  is  like  a  fpring  which  rifes  to 
everlafting  life  ;  a  fpring  is  but  little,  but  yet  the  far¬ 
ther  it  goes,  the  wider  it  is,  till  at  laft  fwallowed  up 
in  the  fea,  and  there  is  no  meafure  of  water :  fo 
faints  have  but  a  little  love,  but  the  longer  they  live, 
the  more  enlarged  for  Chrift,  and  there  is  no  mea- 
iure,  but  all  is  too  little,  they  never  can,  never  do 
love  enough,  fo  that  look  as  it  is  faid  in  another  cafe, 
Pi'alm  cii.  13,  14.  “  It  is  time  for  thee  to  build  up 
Jerufalem,”  that  is,  to  return  to  thy  people  in  thy 
“  ordinances,  for  “  they  love  the  ftones;”  fo  then  it 
is  time  for  Chrift  to  come,  and  then  the  fit  and  fet 
'time  is  come  for  a  people  to  meet  with  Chrift  out  of 
ordinances,  when  the  let  time  is  come  when  they  love 
ordinances,  and  love  Chrift  much  more.  When  a 
man  is  gone  beyond  fea,  and  all  his  friends  and  eftate 
are  at  home,  they  long  for  him,  and  he  is  left  among 
enemies:  Why  comes  he  not  to  them?  why  fend  they 
not  for  him?  why  they  know  lie  is  ficldy,  and  cannot 
live  on  the  diet  of  the  country;  hence  he  is  unfit 
to  come  ;  but  when  once  that  is  come  to  pafs, 
that  he  can  live  only  on  it,  then  he  is  ready  whenever 
they  fend  :  fo  when  rpen  can  live  with,  and  be  con¬ 
tent 
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tent  alone  with  Chrift  and  his  love,  now  they  are  fit. 
With  what  face  can  a  man  appear  before  Chrift,  when 
he  requires  nothing  but  lc#e,  and  he  has  not  that. 

3.  Then  a  man  is  unready  for  Chrift,  while  he 
neglefts  the  work  of  Chrift,  for  fuppofe  a  man  has  lome 
inward  love  to  Chrift,  yet  neglefts  and  has  no  heart 
to  do  the  work  of  Chrift :  he  is  as  yet  no  more  fit  to 
meet  Chrift,  than  a  lleward  who  has  had  much  be- 
trufted  him,  to  improve  for  his  Lord’s  ufe,  and  he 
has  let  all  feafons  go  wherein  he  might  have  traded 
for  him,  and  gained  fomewhat  to  him.  How  can  he 
appear  before  him  when  no  fair  account  is  to  be  feen ; 
fo  the  Lord  has  betrufted  thee  with  many  talents, 
times,  ftrength,  means,  &c.  and  you  are  not  lords, 
but  ftewards  of  all  thefe.  Now  do  you  not  let  many 
fair  feafons  and  winds  blow  by  ?  you  have  (if  efpouf- 
ed  to  Chrift)  every  man  feme  work.  Now  how  can 
you  Hand  before  Chrift,  if  that  be  neglected  ?  Oh  thus 
it  is  with  many  Chriftians  ;  hence  thole  fad  alarms 
of  conicience,  and  fit  akin  g  of  Cod’s  Spirit,  after  many 
loofe  days  dipt  in  fome  good  duties.  What  doft 
thou  that  others  do  not  that  never  fhall  fee  God’s  face 

in  heaven  ? 

Now,  therefore,  then' the  foul  is  ready  for  the  Loro, 
when  it  is  daily  at  it,  finifhing  God’s  work  :  hence 
John  xvii.  5.  “  I  have  finifhed  my  work,  now  glorify 
“  me.”  Chrift  has  given  us  our  lives’  work,  day’s 
work,  every  hour’s  work ;  for  Chrift  has  ever  em¬ 
ployment  ;  now  though  a  foul  may  live  long,  and 
cannot  finifh  its  life’s  work,  yet  if  it  finifh  its  day’s 
work,  or  hour’s  work,  it  may  have  comfort  then  if  the 
Lord  fhould  come.  That  look  as  it  is  with  a  man¬ 
ner  when  he  has  his  freight,  now  let  the  wind  come 
.to  drive  him  out  of  the  haven,  he  is  ready  to  depart : 
fo  here,  2  Pet.  i.  8,  9,  10,  11.  u  If  ye  do  thefe  things, 
u  and  abound,  an  open  entrance  fhall  be  miniftred 
i(  unto  you;”  that  is,  when  a  Chriftian  is  ever  afting  for 

Chrift,  and  adding  one  grace  to  another  in  his  courfe, 

then 
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him  ‘Vf  °,readf  that  an  °Pen  entrance  is  made  for 
him  :  1  hereiore  look  after  this.  It  is  with  molt  pro- 

feffors  commonly,  as  it  with  a  woman  that  loves 

her  hulband,  and  begins  to  dreis  herfelf,  but  fo  much 

bu  meis  to  do  that  fhe  doth  it  but  by  harts  ;  hence 

call  her  never  fo  late,  Ihe  will  fay  fhe  is  not  yet  ready, 

hie  has  lo  much  to  do  file  cannot ;  fo  it  is  here  :  or 

as  it  is  in  a  houle  where  all  things  are  in  a  lumber’ 

and  many  things  wrapt  up  and  put  into  holes ;  fo  lonJ 

as  ad  things  be  in  a  lumber,  there  is  no  readinefs. 

,  manX  a  foul  has  a  heart  fit  to  receive  Cnrift 
but  ail  things  are  in  a  lumber,  in  a  confufion,  out  of 
place  and  order,  and  hence  not  yet  ready  to  enter¬ 
tain  Conic,  but  when  this  work  is  done,  then  ready. 

louls  eUmeS  d°  th‘S  W°rk>  fct  thbgS  t0  right  in  y°ur 


Then  a  man  is  unready,  when  having  done  his 
work  he  grows  pufc  up  with  it :  for  let  all  the  three 
former  be  wrought  in  the  foul,  if  now  the  foul  be  puft 
up,  thinks  highly  of  itielf,  attributes  any  thing  to  it- 
f-Il .  as  he  laid  in  another  cafe,  “  they  are  too  many 

for  the  Lord  fo  lie  is  too  big  for  the  Lord _ 

And  truly  thus  we  fliall  find  it  is  pretty  eafy  to  be  mean 
in  our  own  eyes,  after  we  have  been  indeed  carelefs 
and  vile  before  the  Lord;  but  when  the  Lord  has 
mightily  nffifted,  enlarged,  allured,  enabled,  com¬ 
forted,  quickened,  now  to  be  as  nothing,  this  is  diffi¬ 
cult.  Hence  Knox  on  his  death-bed  had  this  tempta¬ 
tion  of  meriting  :  when  Hezekiah  was  fick,  he  was  call 
down,  but  when  well,  and  God  gave  him  great  trea- 

.it res ,  til.,  t.eart  was  lilted  up,  now  he  was  unfit. 

imOvV,  therefore,  when  a  Chriluan  is  ready  to  give  all 
to  fre.-  grace,  and  to  adore  that,  now  he  is  ready  for 
the  Lord,  Pfalm  cviii.  i.  “  My  heart  is  prepared,  I 

“  will  ling  and  give  praife.”  God’s  lad:  end  is  to 

bring  the  foul  to  the  praife  of  the  riches  of  his  grace, 
pot  only  to  enjoy  God  as  Adam.  Now  the  great 
reafon  why  Chrift  comes  not  to  his  people  prefently 

after 
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after  they  sre  efpouled  to  liini,  it  is  to  rusks  them  rea- 
dy'to  attain  that  end.  Hence  he  leaves,  fin,  tempta¬ 
tions,  forrows,  defertions,  on  purpofe  that  they  may 
at  conclufion  look  back,  atd  fee  if  ever  faved,  par¬ 
doned,  it  is  grace.  Now  therefore  when  the  foul  is 
brought  to  do  this,  when  he  has  this  rent  in  his  hand, 
now  the  Lord  is  ready  to  receive  him,  and  it  too,  and 
he  is  prepared  for  the  Lord:  he  that  has  not  his  rent 
ready,  himfelf  is  not  as  yet  at  all  ready  to  meet  with, 
and  'fee  his  landlord.  So  that  you  think  yo^i  boaft 
not,  O  the  Lord  fees  you  do,  or  have  not  hearts  fo 
enlarged  towards  grace  as  you  fhould,  it  is  certain  you 
are  yet  unready  then;  but  when  empty,  and  poor, 
and  call  down,  and  makeft  an  infinite  matter  of  a  fmalt 
fin,  and  fetteft  a  high  price  on  a  little  love,  much 
more  on  infinite,  now  you  are  prepared:  hence  David 
falls  a  prailing  when  near  to  death,  and  the  Lord  neat 
to  come  to  him.  1 


SECT.  IV. 

Reafon  I.  The  law  of  refpett  and  love  requires 
this  of  us  :  when  Peter  would  exprefs  his  love  unto 
Chrift,  Luke  xxii.  33.  he  profeffes  he  was  14  not  only 
ready  to  go  to  prifon,  but  to  die  with  him.5>  Cnriifc 
has  poor  refpe£t  and  love  it  men  will  not  fo  much  as 
be  alway  ready  to  receive  him*,  it  certainly  aiguea  a 
carelefs 'heart  that  flights  Chrift,  that  is  not  ever  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  Chrift. 

2.  Becaufe  the  time  of  Chrift’s  coming  is  then 
when  we  leaft  look  for  him,  ver.  13*  Hence  a  Gnrif- 
tian  ought  to  be  ever  ready  to  receive  him.  Many  of 
eminent  parts,  when  the  church  had  moil  need  of 
them,  then  are  cut  down:  many  at  their  firft  convei- 
lion,  before  they  or  others  almoft  could  tell  what  to 
make  of  them,  the  Lord  hath  cropt  them  in  the  bud- 
Men  find  their  hearts  unfit  and  unready;  they  think 


hereupon  that  hereafter  they  fhall  get  their  hearts  in- 

;  1  tO 
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to  better  order  and  tune,  when  thefe  bufmeffes  are 

over’.  bat  yeC  will  live  at  liberty  a  little  while :  why 
then  it  is  moll  likely  is  the  Lord’s  time  of  coming 
even  now  when  they  think  feaft  of  it,  Luke  xii.  40. 

.  3:  ^  ,  e  the  Lorcl  has  fet  apart  every  one  that 

is  efpoufed  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  only  for  the  fruition 

of  Chnft,  and  ule  of  Chrilt,  x  Cor.  iii.  lad.  ««  You  are 
“  Chnft’s,  and  Chrilt  is  God’s.”  A  woman  that 
is  not  chofen,  nor  fet  apart  for  the  fellowftiip  of  a 
prince,  Jhe  may  go  how  die  will,  and  do  what  die 
will,  any  bafe  drudgery  work ;  but  fhe  that  is  chofen 
to  be  next  unto  him,  and  only  to  behold  and  love 
mm,  die  is  not  to  plead  die  has  fo  much  bufinefs  to 
do,  and  fo  many  friends  to  fpeak  with,  that  die  can¬ 
not  make  herfelf  ready  :  die  is  fet  apart  for  a  better 
perfon,  and  tor  more  noble  employment.  So  here 
men  01  the  world  not  loved  of  God,  nor  chofen  and 
let  apart  for  him,  may  do  what  they  will:  but  when 
die  Lord  has  cholen  and  fet  you  apart  of  purpofe  for 
this  end,  Ephef.  i.  4.  “  Chofen  to  be  holy  before 
him  in  love,”  that  is,  to  dand  ever  in  his  prefence 
before  him,  with  a  fpirit  of  deareft  love  unto  him. 
Hence  the  Lord  has  taken  the  care  of  all  things  elfe, 

1  .^et*  v’  7-  that  we  might  mind  and  do  this 
thing;  if  in  danger,  he  will  deliver;  if  in  want,  he 
will  provide ;  if  weak,  he  will  ftrengthen  :  only  now 
be  ready  for  the  Lord,  Pfalm  xlv.  10.  “  Forget  thy 
“  country,  and  thy  father’s  houfe,  fo  diall  the  Lord 
“  defire  thy  beauty.”  You  are  not  now  free  to  love 
and  follow  whom  you  pleafe,.  the  Lord  has  bound 
you  to  himfelf  by  love,  and  you  have  bound  yourfelf 
dy  promile  to  the  Lord  again  :  Therefore  now  a 
Chridian  after  once  efpoufed  to  Chrid,  is  better  than 
all  the  world,  being  the  bride  of  the  Lamb  ;  and  he 
lias  a  better  and  greater  good  for  to  enjoy  :  therefore 
ne  fliould  (corn  and  abhor  to  match  himfelf  to,  or  to 
do  any  thing  for  any  other  creature,  and  there,  me- 
thinks,  diould  fit  as  one  upon  a  watch-tower,  looking 


out. 


I 


I 


TEN  VIRGINS.  95 

p  *  '  I  '  ' ( 

out,  and  telling  the  clock  now  day  is  near,  waiting 
only  for  Chrill ;  O  let  it  be  fo  :  If  in  heaven,  you 
Ihall  have  only  Chrill,  O  prepare  for  him  much 
more  now.  As  a  woman  that  is  matched  to  a  rich 
man,  all  the  fervants  attend  on  her,  and  follow  her, 
flie  is  wholly  and  only  for  her  hufband  ;  fo  it  flioulcl 

be  here. 

4.  Becaufe  he  has  prepared  and  made  all  things  elfe 
ready  for  the  foul,  it  is  hard  if  he  has  prepared  a  place 
in  heaven,  and  grace  in  heaven,  not  to  prepare  an 
heart,  and  make  it  ready  for  him,  John  xiF  i,  2,  3. 
his  kingdom  was  ready  long  ago,  and  his  Father  ready 
to  accept  and  entertain  thee,  and  his  heart  loves  and 
defires,  all  are  ready  after  thee  :  hence  be  ready  to 
meet  with  him.  “  I  am  my  Beloved’s.” 


SECT.  V. 

Ufe  1.  Hence  fee  the  great  unkindnefs  of  many 
a  foul  immediately  after  his  efpoufmg  to  Jefus  Chrill, 
who  having  once  given  hinifelf  to  Chrill,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  comfort  thereby,  prefently  grows  more  carelefs 
than  before  he  was  matched  unto  the  Lord  Jefus,  who 
iliould  now  Hand  in  a  holy  watchfulnefs  and  readinefs 
to  receive  Chrill,  as  it  is,  Pfalm  lxxxv.  8.  “  Let  them 
“  not  turn  again  to  folly,”  becaufe  they  are  apt  fo  to  do. 
Many  fay  when  in  feme  diftrefs,  and  after  long  wait¬ 
ing,  if  the  Lord  would  pity  once,  then  happy  I ;  I 
woutel  give  away  any  thing,  all  I  have  unto  him :  well, 
the  Lord  pities  the  foul  when  in  its  low  eftate,  and 
then  it  blelfes  God,  but  like  the  Ifraelites,  foon  forgets 
his  works,  his  love,  and  after  great  peace  Irom  God, 
conies  greatell  careleffnefs  :  can  this  ftand  with  grace, 
and  Chrill  ?  very  hardly ;  but  yet  it  may,  tor  there 
are  two  things  that  make  for  it. 

1.  Becaufe  at  firlt  converfion  there  is  much  fee-k¬ 
ing  of  Chrill,  for  healing  the  horror  and  Imart  of  fin,  as 

well  as  for  the  curing  of  the  wound  and  fear  of  fin  : 

hence 


a 
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hence  when  efpoufed,  and  horror  being  part,  that  wheel 
being  broken,  a  man  draws  more  heavily  now  and 

neglefts  feeking;  now  the  knife  is  out  of  his  heart, 
he  cries  not  lo  earneltly. 

2.  Becaufe  when  efpoufed,  and  much  affeCted,  com¬ 
monly  a  man  trulls  to  his  affections,  when  he  has  a 
fulneis  of  them :  hence  the  Lord  lets  Satan  prevail. 
Luke  xxii.  31,  32.  Satan  hath  delired  to  winnow 
“  thee  35  wheat,”  and  “  I  (faith  Peter)  am  ready  to 
‘‘  dle  wjl1  but  you  fee  he  fell,  and  then  when 

the  Lord"  looked  upon  him,  he  “  went  out  and  wept 
“  bitterly:”  How  fhamefully  haft  thou  fallen,  fnould 
any  love  him  more  than  you  if  ever  he  pity?  well, 
for  his  name-fake  he  has  done  it.  But  how  oft  haft 
thou  broken  covenant  ?  how  forgetful  of  the  Lord’s 
kindnefs?  The  Lord  looks  upon  thee  this  day,  why 
halt  thou  fo  Lon  forgot  me,  and  forfaken  me?  have  I 
not  taken  thee  from  the  dung-hill,  nay  from  hell?  and 
whereas  I  had  fo  many  thpufands  to  fet  my  love  on, 
I  chofe  thee,  and  whereas  thou  couldeft  not  love  me 
when  I  offered  myl'elf,  thou  couldeft  not  return  me 
love  again,  I  gave  it  therefore  to  thee,  yea  and  have 
given  myfelf  to  thee  forever:  Haft  thou  thus  forgotten 
me,  when  as  1  take  little  wrongs  from  thee  more 
heavily  than  great  ones  from  others?  O  that  this 
might  make  you  go  out  and  mourn  bitterly:  fo  if  ever 
you  have  tailed  that  love  as  Peter  did,  Chrift’s  looks 
will  humble  you. 

Ufe  2.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  .fome  godlv  people 
die  fo  uncomfortably,  and  with  inch  diitrefs  of  fpirit; 
why,  they  have  not  lived  in  an  expectation  of  Chrift, 
and  hence  they  cry  out  themfelves,  not  knowing  whe¬ 
ther  they  go,  infomuch  as  forae  have  not  beeu  com¬ 
forted  by  all  former  experiences,  and  by  all  prefent 
confolations  of  minifters  :  O  no,  it  is  now  too  late 
to  fpeak,  they  thank  them  for  their  love,  but  God  has 
otherwile  thought  of  them;  yet  if  any  hope  be  given 
them  it  is  ever  picked  out  from  fome  word,  and  they 

cry 
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Gry,  O  I  third  for  a  little  mercy,  and  then  die  ;  and 
what  is  the  reafon  of  it ;  what  need  I  fpeak  ?  Them- 
felves  will  tell  you,  and  have  done  it,  O  I  have  lived 
thus  and  thus  before  you,  but  my  heart  in  fecret  has 
gone  after  the  world,  See.  I  have  neglected  the  Lord 
fecretly,  I  have  feldom  thought  of,  or  prepared  for 
death,  and  I  had  thought  to  have  been  better,  but 
the  Lord  has  met  with  me  :  I  know  violence  of  dif- 
eafe  may  do  it  fometime,  but  I  fpeak  how  it  is  many 
times ;  whereas  ot’nerwife  an  open  entrance  Ptould  be 
made,  2  Pet.  i.  8,  9,  10,  11.  And  as  it  has  been  with 
fome,  fo  take  warning  left  it  be  fo  with  you;  you  may¬ 
be  faved  alive,  yet  to  fuffer  wreck  on  the  fhore  is  un¬ 
comfortable  ;  and  know  it,  if  your  confcience  be 
awake,  it  cannot  but  be  fo.  Therefore  do  not  conclude 
they  were  damned  without  Chrift,  but  they  were  not 
made  ready  for  Chrift ;  and  it  may  be  your  time  draws 
nigh,  and  what  have  you  to  fay  ?  now  a  world  for  half 
an  hour  will  a  dying  diitreffed  man  fay. 

Ufe  3.  Is  of  a  Four-fold  exhortation,  to  all  thofe 
efpecially  that  the  Lord  has  elpouied  to  himfelf. 

CHAP.  VIII.  SECT.  I. 

A  Four-fold  'Exhortation  to  Believers. 


Exhort.  1.  'T'  O  quicken  up  all  thofe  doubting, 
-®-  drooping,  yet  fincere  hearts,  that 
much  queftion  the  love  of  Chrift  to  them,  now  to  ufe 
all  diligence  to  make  their  calling,  and  election,  and 
the  love  of  Chrift  fure  to  them,  not  but  that  it  is  fure 
on  Chrift’s  part,  but  make  it  fure  on  your  part  too; 
eife  how  can  you  be  in  a  readineis  to  meet  the  Lord 
Jefus  ;  while  the  ftrong  man  keeps  the  palace,  the 
goods  be  in  peace;  but'  when  Chrift  hath  once  driven 
Satan  out  of  his  throne,  then  nothing  fometimes  but 
doubts  and  fears:  Satan  told  God  to  his  face, 


war 


out 


lob  ferved  him  not  for  nought,  much  more  the  foul  it 
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lelf :  and  fome  divines  think  the  very  fir  it  ingredient 
of  Satan’s  poilon,  and  the  .fir  ft  affault  on  Chrift  him- 
felf.  Mat.  iv.  was  by  feeking  to  make  him  doubt 
of  his  i’onfhip,  “  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God  ”  &c. 
And  his  wiles  are  here  very  great,  that  hence  very 
few  living  Ghrillians  have  any  fettled  comfortable 
evidence  ol  God’s  eternal  love  to  them  in  his  Son  :  and 
hence  many  fad  events  fellow.  How  can  any  blefs 
the  Lord  for  that  love  which  he  knows  not  of?  many 
fad  events  follow.  How  can  any  blefs  the  Lord 
for  that  love  which  he  knows  not  of?  many  times  it 
is  with  a  man’s  doubts  drooping  from  his  mind,  as  it 
is  with  his  continual  dropping  on  his  lungs,  there 
is  a  daily  confuming  of  what  once  was  ;  that  many  a 
Chriftian  doubts  away  his  life,  his  heart,  his  ftrength, 
and  when  all  is  wafted,  glad  now  to  return  to  that 
where  he  fhould  at  firft  have  begun.  And  hence  in 
one  word,  he  is  made  every  day  unready  for  Chrift. 
O  therefore  quiet  not  yourfelv.es  in  that  eftate,  as  I 
lear  too  many  do  (at  lea  ft  for  a  time)  it  is  one  of  the 
moft  dangerous  eftates  that  can  be,  to  be  troubled  with 
weak  fears,  and  yet  rePc  in  uncertain  hopes  ;  but  bring 
it  to  a  conclufion,  Is  the  Lord  Tefus  mine  or  no  ?  and 
if  he  be  yours,  and  his  love  yours,  fee  it,  that  you  may* 
trample  on  the  neck  of  death,  and  triumph  over  hell, 
and  the  grave,  and  long  to  be  with  the  Lord,  and  love 
the  appearing  of  the  Lord,  and  go  away  with  joy  un- 
fpeakable  and  full  ol  glory  out  of  this  world,  as  to 
your  wedding;  and  if  there  be  any  hope  of  getting  it, 
who  would  be  without  it  ?  fome  of  you,  it  may  be, 
have  a  long  time  been  carelefs  in  feeking  for 
it,  hence  want  it,  fome  of  you  have  been  traders 
with  the  Lord  long,  and  yet  doubt ;  fome  of  you  have 
not  clear  evidence,  but  content  yourfelves  without  be¬ 
ing  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  what  he  hath  done  for 
you,  hence  Hill  doubt.  Others  have  grey  hairs  on 
your  head,  or  at  lead  are  near  your  graves,  the  bat¬ 
tle  is  near,  your  armour  is  not  on,  you  are  not  yet 
f  ‘  . . k  .  ready. 
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ready,  and  fo  (till  doubt.  I  remember  what  Chrift 
laid  of  Mary’s  box,  “  ihe  prepared  that  for  his  buri* 
it  a]p>  it  may  be  that  thefe  truths  may  be  prepared 
for  your  approaching  departure  ;  and  therefore  light 
your  lamps  at  this  fire,  and  light  of  the  Lord’s  love 
to  you,  and  fee  that  indeed  he  loves  thee. 

Object.  But  why  do  you  perfuade  to  this,  till  the 
Spirit  comes  and  fpeaks  it  ?  How  can  I  iee  it  ? 

Anf.  i.  It  is  true  the  Spirit  only  can  do  it,  but 
vet  the  fame  Spirit  that  leals  the  elebt,  tne  fame  Spi¬ 
rit  commands  the  ele<St  not  to  fit  idle,  and  dieam  ot 
the  Spirit,  but  to  ufe  all  diligence  to  make  it  fure  ; 
and  you  Avail  never  have  it  (unlefs  you  lay  hold  on 
a  fancy  lor  it)  on  thofe  terms. 

2.  Though  there  is  an  immediate  witnefs  of  the 
Spirit,  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  yet  it  doth  moll  ufually 
and  firltlv  witnefs  by  means.  And  hence  I  fhall  give 
you  means  looking  only  to  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  to  Jet 
them  on.  Evangelical  precepts  have  a  power  i  For 
go fpe Urn i n i ftr a t ion  oi  the  Spirit  confilts  not  only  o t 
ftories  and  promifes,  but  commands,  and  the  ele£t 
feel  them  :  Hence  carnal  men  under  the  law,  yet  pre¬ 
tending  golpel,  will  profefs  the  law  is  preached  when 
to  any  evangelical  duty,  becauie  they  feel  not  the 
power  of  the  golpel,  being  not  yet  under  it.  And  the 
means  I  fhall  mention,  are  only  general,  to  eftablifh 
the  hearts  of  fome. 

Means  i.  Make  a  fad  enquiry  fir  ft  of  this,  whether 
tire  Lord  hath  loved  thee  for  his  own  everlafting 
name- fake  or  no  ;  for  if  the  Lord  hath  loved  thee  for 
this  eaufe,  then  thy.  great  objection  will  be  anfwered, 
and  that  deep  valley ’will  be  filled.  How  can  the 
Lord  love  me  that  am  thus  vile  before  God,  and  ial- 
kn  from  God  ?  why  if  the  Lord  for  his  own  fake  hath 
loved  thee,  then  as  no  good  in  thee  moved  him  to 
love  thee,  fo  no  fin  which  he  did  know  was  and  would 
be  in  thee  can  quench  that  love;  and  if  he  hath  ma- 
liifefted  his  love  to  be  grounded  on  this,  though  but 
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once,  that  lame  night  when  thou  changed  is  not  chan- 
geo,  but  is  flill  as  dear  to  him,  and  ever  before  him 
to  move  him  to  love  thee  hill,  Rom.  xi.  2.  The 
spoil  ie^  anfvvers  a  cavil,  “  Will  God  cad  away  his 

peop.e  :  10,  laith  he,  none  that  he  foreknew;  and 

who  are  thele  ?  verfe  5.  “  A  remnant  according  to 
“grace,  .as  with  us;”  that  is,  God  hath  for  his  grace- 
ake  cnolen  and  caned,  without  relpedt  of  anything 
elie  :  Hence  that  is  to  be  underhood,  1  Sam.  xii.  21, 
22.  For  there  aie  two  forts  of  people  in  the  church  : 
1.  oetvants.  2.  Sons,  John  viii.  35.  Hence  there  is 
a  uoubie  love  the  i >0 rd  manifefls  to  men. 

1.  Some  he  loves  as  fervants,  that  as  we  hire  fome 
•men  to  do  our  work,  and  give  them  meat  and  wacres, 
aiid  then  turn  them  cut  of  doors,  or  let  them  go  T  fo 
God  hath  work  to  be  done,  for  his  fons  and  faints, 
and  tor  many  reafor.s  hires  wicked  men  to  do  it,  either 
by  giving  them  reward  in  this  life,  or  hopes  of  reward 
hereaftei ,  and  when  the  work  is  done,  and  ufe  made 

oi  their  gilts,  graces,  spirits,  then  turns  them  out  of 
doors. 

But  2.  Some  he  loves  as  fons,  even  the  moil  foolifh 
and  weak  in  the  world  fometimes  :  hence  not  for 
any  fervice  tney  can  do,  but  for  his  own  fake  he  will 
give  them  an  inheritance,  and  love  them  as  fons,  be- 
caufe  he  will ;  thefe  abide  ever  in  the  Lord’s  love  : 
iiagat  and  Illimael  call  out,  oarah  and  llaac  (lay  in 
the  family. 

Mow  fhall  I  know  that  ? 

Anf.  1.  If  the  Lord  loves  thee  for  his  name-fake, 
it  will  draw  thee  to  that  fellowfiiip  with  himfelf,  that 
whatever  thou  wantell,  thou  wilt  fee k  for  it  hence, 
by  prefenting  that  name  of  God,  that  for  his  own  fake 
he  would  fupply  :  I  know  the  Lord  loves  for  Chrifl’s 
fake  ;  but  why  fliould  Chrill  help  for  his  name-fake  : 
For  thus  many  hypocrites  think  when  they  fee  God’s 
anger  again  ft  them  for  their  fin,  they  feek"  to  remove 
fin,  and  when  that  is  done,  think  God  is  at  peace, 

and 
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and  now  all  is  well.  They  fee  the  Lord  is  delighted 
whh  the  obedience  of  his  people,  hence  fall  to  that 
work,  and  now  think  the  Lord  is  pleafed  with  them. 
But  if  ever  the  Lord  loves  any  man,  he  will  firft  Hop 
his  mouth,  whether  jew  or  Gentile,  Rom.  iii.  19. 
and  make  him  on  his  knees  know  there  is  no  reafon 
for  it,  nay  all  reafon  again!!  it.  Now  has  not  the 
Lord  brought  thee  to  this  ?  and  hence  having  nothing 
to  quench  God’s  anger,  but  Chriii,  haft  held  up  him 
before  God,  and  having  nothing  to  mo,ve  Chrift,  haft 
held  up  his  name  before  him,  and  here  haft  reded  thy 
wearied  heart  looking  to  him,  if  any  grace  be  begun 
in  thee,  that  lie  would  perfect  it ;  if  none,  that  he  would 
begin  it;  if  unfit  and  unworthy,  to  prepare  thee  for  it, 
only  for  his  own  good  pleafure  :  this  is  one  evidence 
of  it.  As  it  is  in  feme  feais,  you  can  hardly  perceive 
in  the  feai  what  is  ingraven  there,  but  let  it  oil  wax, 
you  may  fee  it  evidently  :  fo  here,  hardly  can  you 
fee  the  Lord’s  love  for  his  own  fake  ;  if  thou  cleave!! 
with  deareft  affection  to  this  love  for  its  own  fake  ; 
there  thou  art  lafe,  Prov.  xviii.  10.  “  The  name  of 
“  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong  tower/'  &c.  and  this  is  riot 
only  at  firft  converfion,  but  ever  after  all  duties,  all 
enlargements,  Ezek.  xvi.  lalt.  And  this  does  evidence 
love. 

1.  Becaufe  if  thou  hadft  the  righteoufnefs  ot  angels, 
thou  wouldlt  think  it  a  good  evidence,  but  this  of 
Chrift  is  a  thoufand  times  dearer. 

2.  This  is  a  letting  of  God  again!!  himfelf;  that  is, 
to  anfwer  himfelf;  and  hence  faints,  in  all  their  ffraits 
and  forrows,  hither  had  recourle  ;  I  fpeak  not  now  of 
temporal  bleffings,  but  of  everlaiting  love,  and  all  the 
fruits  of  it,  that  here  it  hangs.  Now,  I  lay,  you 
are  built  on  a  rock,  higher  than  all  powers  of  dark- 
nefs  ;  now  a  key  is  put  into  thy  hand,  to  unlock  all 
God’s  treafure  ;  now  thou  art  in  the  very  lap  of  love, 
wrapt  up  ia  it,  when  here  thy  heart  reits  :  and  there- 
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fore  if  this  be  thus,  fee  it,  and  wonder  his  name  has 
moved  him  to  love  me. 

2.  \  on  111  a  1  i  find  this,  if  the  Lord  for  his  name-fake 
loves  thee,  there  is  not  any  carriage  or  paffirge  of  pro¬ 
vidence  Oi  him  to  thee,  but  he  gets  himfelf  a  name 
fit  fi  oi  lad  by  it  :  for  if  this.be  God’s  end,  every  paffage 
of  providence  is  but  a  means  to  this  end  :  hence  he 
Avili  attain  this  end  by  every  a£l  of  his  providence  to¬ 
wards  thee  :  hence  you  111  all  find  that  thole  very 
fins  that  difhonour  his  name,  he  will  even  by  them, 
(and  if  by  them,  by  all  things  elfe)  get  himfelf  a  name, 
lie  will  be  io  far  from  calling  thee  out  of  his  love, 
that  he  will  cio  thee  good  by  them.  Thofe  very  fins 
that  God  damns  others  for,  he  will  make  to  bumble 
thee,  empty  thee.  Pharifees  perfecuted  Chrift,  and 
loft  all  for  it;  Paul  was  fo,  and  it  humbled  him  all 
his  life,  u  Not  worthy  to  be  called  an  apoftle,  becaufe 

I  penecutea  the  church  of  God  and  it  made  him 
lay  up  all  his  wealth  in  mercy  ;  “  I  was  received  to 

mercy,”  i  Tim.  i.  Mary  fins  much,  and  God  for¬ 
gives  much,  and  lhe  loves  much;  others  finned  much, 
and  God  hardened  much  ;  Judas  betrays  Chrift,  and 
repents,  and  hangs  himfelf,  and  dies  from  him  ;  Peter 
denies  him,  and  weeps,  and  hence  lie  is  the  firfi  that 
preaches  him.  And  this  is  certain,  in  the  belt  hypo¬ 
crite,  fins  left  in  him,  either  never  make  him  better, 
but  blind  and  harden  him,  and  he  has  his  diitinc- 
tions  of  infirmity,  &c.  that  he  flights  them  day  by 
day,  till  all  his  days  are  run  out;  cr  if  any  good, 
it  is  no  more  than  Judas,  or  Cain,  fome  legal  ter¬ 
rors,  or  other  light  flafhes  of  comfort,  but  to  be 
more  humble  indeed,  &c.  this  he  finds  not.  Now  is 
it  not  fo  with  thee  ?  Doth  not  thy  weaknels  (Lengthen 
thee  with  Paul  ?  Doth  not  thy  blindnefs  make  thee 
cry  for  light  ?  and  thofe  cries  have  been  heard,  out 
of  darknefs  God  has  brought  light.  Thou  hail  felt 
venom  and  rifings  of  heart  againfl  Chrift,  and  do  they 
pot  mafic  thee  loath  thylelf  more  ?  that  thou  thinkelt 

never 
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never  any  fo  beholden  to  grace  ?  Do  net  thy  falls  Into 
iin  make  thee  more  weary  of  it,  watchful  againlt  it, 
lon<T  to  be  rid  of  it  ?  And  fo  fm  abounds,  but  grace 
abounds  Why  lhould  this  be  fo  ?  For  his  name-fake, 
becaufe  he  will  love  thee  ;  hence  it  is  fo  great  ar.d  un- 
matchable,  that  he  will  make  thy  poifon  thy  food,  thy 
death  thy  life,  thy  damnation  falvation,  thy  very 
oreatell  'enemies  thy  greatell  friends.  _  And  hence 
Mr.  Fox.  laid  he  thanked  God  for  his  fins  more  than 
his  (rood  works.  I  have  marvelled  at  God’s  dealings 
with  his  people,  they  depart,  and  day  long,  and  care 
not  for  returning  again;  in  that  time  a  mighty  power 
teaches,  humbles,  brings  back,  when  tncy  never 
thought  of  it.  O  the  reafon  is  God  will  have  his 
name  :  now  if  thus,  your  affurance  will  be  ftrong  and 
conftant,  but  if  you  build  thus,  I  have  done  this,  &c. 

I  have  that,  your  aflurance  will  not  hand  ;  thsreicre 
look  and  fee,  if  it  be  not  thus  with  you. 

Means  2.  Take  heed  you  do  not  build  your  affur¬ 
ance  from  a  mingled  covenant  of  works  and  grace,  for 
this  is  the  frame  of  divers  when  they  lie  under  the  fir  ft 
covenant  only  of  doing,  they  will  not  take  this  as  any 
evidence,  as  they  have  no  reaion  io  to  do,  Rom.  ix.  31. 
Nor  when  a  man  lies  under  the  fecond  covenant  of 
believing  barely,  and  if  it  be  a  dead  faith,  they  have 
no  evidence  or  reafon  fo  to  do.  Renee  they  mingie 
the  covenants,  and  think  thus ;  It  1  can  believe  in. 
G brill,  and  perform  univerfal  obedience  to  all  the 
commands  of  God,  I  fit  all  be  fafe  ;  hence  let  upon  the 
obfervance  of  both  ;  and  finding  they  can  never  do 
them,  efpecially  the  latter,  hence  are  ever  troubled, 
and  never  have  any  fettled  peace.  Hence  thofe  Ga¬ 
latians  Paul  writes  to,  perverting  and  mingling  the  co¬ 
venants,  were  troubled,  Gal.  i.  p-  &  v.  12.  Not,  bclov- 
ed,  but  that  whoever  believes  and  performs  univerfal 
obedience,  evangelically,  to  the  whole  law,  he  cannot 
but  do  well  ;  and  he  that  does  it  not,  but  lives  in  any 
one  fin,  let  him  evidence  his  faith  it  he  can.  But  I 
fpeak  when  a  man  fubmits  to  it,  Jub  forma  fttderis,  it  I 
’  ‘  G  4  can 
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Hen^e  lathed  ^ccaui'r  *  cannot  do  it,  hence  doubt, 
and  chiSi  f  n  7  °f  God’s  !we  Primarily 

Gal  v:  16  r(fpy0Ur  1 bjeihon  to  thefecond  covenant, 

“  thU  rni?'*’  feaCAe,°n  thCm  that  Waik  acc°rding  to 
him  t  r’  i  •  TAdam’s  righ^oufnefs  that  did^tie 

from  Ta  ;  h£nCe  n°  Iife>  nor  evidence 

vnheH  h  \t  “f  ‘S  an  eVer,afting’  invincible  grace, 
. ; L  ,J  by  the.  7;.!Si>ty  power  of  God,  and  hence^  here 
.cm''  e^ei lalling  evidence  and  peace,  i  Pet.  i.  8. 
„  •  '.ho®  thougb  we:,  fee  not,  yet  believing,  we  re- 

lz.l^CC'  A;r°va'  I1"  a  CJhri,lian  thei1  free  from  the 
],  '  ,  ,  /'l’  le  IS  rce  fr°m  it  as  a  covenant : 
J  ~e  though  u  be  broken  by  him,  he  is  not  call  out 
of  covenant,  or  favour,  but  he  is  not  free  from  it  as 

“‘l!’  vvhich  if  he  lwerves  he  is  to  call  himfelf, 

not  God  s  love  into  queflion  :  Why  ?  becaufe  it  has 
piv-aled^  the  Fatner  in  another,-  covenant  to  offer  life 
give  life,  and  hence  only  to  evidence  life.  Whatever 
the  law  requires  I  have,  at  that  inflant  I  did  believe' 

I  performed  it  in  a  Saviour  by  faith  :  and  that  I  my- 
,may  do  every  tittle  of  it,  I  come  unto  a  Saviour 
Jor^  ?y  faith;  fo  that  when  Satan  objefts  you  have 
110  G!5r‘‘i,  r‘Or  love  of  a  Chrifl,  becaufe  no  faith,  and 
*°  Iaith  becaufe  you  cannot  do  this  or  that.  Anfwer, 

I  cannot  do  it  indeed,  I  never  undertook  it  to  have  life 
or  love  thus,  but  I  have  done  it  in  another,  and  I  can 
co  an  things  by  Chriil,  if  he  will  help  me,  under 
whofe  grace  I  lie,  and  hence  will  be  fo  far  from 
doubting,  that  I  will  rejoice  in  mine  infirmities,  that 
I  am  a  fit  lubjedt  for  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrilt 
to  fhew  itfelf  upon.  Thus  retire  to  the  fecond  cove¬ 
nant  ever,  if  ever  you  would  get  any  fettled  peace. 
And  from  negled  of  this  flows  a  world  of  unpeace- 
ab’enefs  in  many  a  fpirit,  ever  complaining,  and  why  ? 

I  cannot  do  this  or  that,  never  peace  now  ;  but  can¬ 
not  you  lie  under  the  Lord,  that  he  would  help?  keep 
here,  and  keep  your  peace  here. 

Object .  But  many  a  Chriflian  that  retires  hither 
hath  no  peace,  and  fo  have  I  done,  yet  find  none  ? 

.  Anf. 
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Anf.  It  is  then  upon  a  double  ground  which  you 
are  to  avoid:  either,  1.  Becaufe  you  have  faith,  but  you 
imprifon  your  faith,  you  put  out  the  eyes,  and  fiiackle 
the  feet  of  faith ;  for  faith  will  conquer  and  triumph 
over  all  fins,  and  fears  of  the  world,  if  at  liberty,  1  John 
v.  4,  like  a  mailer  in  a  Ihip,  if  he  cannot  fave  the  fhip 
one  way,  let  him  have  liberty,  he  will  by  another.  If  it 
be  obje&ed,  you  have  departed  from  Chrilt,  what  have 
you  to  do  with  him  ;  I’ll  return  faith  faith  to  my  firft 
hulband.  Objebl.  But  he  is  angry  with  you.  Anf. 
If  he  be  angry  for  my  departure  from  him,  I  will  nst 
provoke  him  more  by  haying  here;  who  knows  but 
lie  may  repent  ?  Object.  But  you  cannot  go  to  him 
with  all  your  heart.  Anf.  True,  yet  I’ll  look  to  him 
to  draw  me.  Objed.  But  you  feci  nothing.  Anf 
Yet  I  will  wait.  ObjeSt.  But  you  will  wait  in  vain. 
Still  I  will  look  he  would  keep  me  from  that. 
Now  Hop  at  any  of  thefe,  trouble  comes,  fuffer  it  to 
fill  ft,  it  will  find  reft.  As  it  is  with  the  anchor,  let  ' 
it  down  but  little,  the  fliip  drives;  but  let  it  down  at 
full  length,  it  will  ride  in  ftorms;  then  it  is  wreftling 
of  faith  that  gets  the  bleffing,  where  oppofition  makes 
the  foul  take  failer  hold;  as  it  was  with  Jacob.  The 
woman  of  Canaan  got  it  thus. 

Or  2.  It  is  becaufe  they  look  for  another  kind  of 
faith,  and  hence  own  not,  as  the  Jews  the  Meffiah, 
they  made  account  to  have  received  him  in  ftate,  and 
he  came  low  ;  fo  men  look  for  a  fuperlative  faith, 
but  want  it.  But  thus  the  foul  efpoufcd  to  Chrilt,  lb 
long  as  marriage-covenant  lafts,  file  may  conclude  of 
love. 

Means  3.  Do  not  fear  the  love  of  Ghrift  is  not  to¬ 
ward  you  becaufe  he  hides  his  face,  and  departs  fome- 
times  from  you;  hulbands  remain  fo  when  they  de¬ 
part,  and  leave  the  houfe  for  many  a  day,  and  it  is 
Ample  to  fay  he  is  not  my  hulband  now.  So  here, 
the  Lord  loves  his  people,  yet  departs,  Ifa.  liv.  1,  2, 
3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  truly  it  is  very  hard  when  inward 
blows,  and  fad  defertions,  and  outward  miferies,  and 

no 
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no  Ohrid  found,  though  fought  for.  But  how  dial  l  I 
then  know  and  diicern  his  love  ?  Ar.f.  Many  things 
flight  be  laid  tms  way;  only  one  tiling  oblerve,  whe¬ 
ther  thy  love  remains  dill  to  him  for  himfelf?  for  it 
is  a  rule  that  moll  commonly  a  Chriltian’s  pureft  and 
cleared  love  appears  in  Chrift’s  abfence  from  him. 
As  it  is  with  friends,  while  with  us  we  love  them, 
but  when  gone,  we  feel  that  love  more  quick  than  be¬ 
fore.  Jeruf'alem  lies  in  the  dull,  and  now  the  very 
dud  is  beloved,  Pfal.  cii.  13,  14.  and  if  it  be  fo,  it  is 
certain  we  love  him  becaufe  he  loved  us,  and  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  love  him,  becaufe  he  continues  to  love  us 
now  look  then  it  thy  love  do  not  appear,  1.  In 
mourning  for  his  abfence.  2.  In  longing  for  his  pre¬ 
tence.  3.  In  blefiing  him  for  a  little  that  is  left  of 
himfelf,  as  feeing  fuch  want  of  him;  and  is  not  this 
for  himfelf  to  have  his  company  again,  that  though 
God  gives  thee  all  other  things,  yet  when  thou  comelt 
to  conlider  the  Lord  is  gone,  this  Unices  near,  as 
when  Ghrilt  departed  away,  John  xvi.  5,  6.  But  be- 
caufe  love  may  be  benumbed,  and  lie  dead,  therefore 
try  it  at  time  of  parting,  and  put  thy  heart  thus  to  it; 
if  he  be  none  of  thine,  then  take  thy  fill  in  thy  fin, 
and  forfake  him;  no  beloved,  here  you  lhall  fee  the 
heart  will  yield  and  melt,  John  xiii.  3,  4,  5,  6,  &c. 
and  it  will  fay,  Lord  let  me  never  fin  more  againd 
thee,  though  never  laved  by  thee.  And  take  it  for  a 
rule,  do  not  think  the  Lord  has  left  oft'  his  love  to 
you  when  you  depart  from  him,  and  he  from  you: 
but  lying  in  your  departures,  O  that  is  fad;  but  re¬ 
turn  again,  it  comforts  the  Lord’s  heart,  efpecially 
when  it  is  for  himfelf,  not  for  peace  and  falvation, 
but  though  he  never  faves  me,  O  yet  I  will  look  after 
him. 

Means  4.  Look  to  the  tender-heartednefs  of  the 
Lord  Jefus;  for  (beloved)  all  the  doubts  of  Chriftians 
arife  chiefly  from  this  head,  from  a  hard  opinion  of 
Chrift,  which  Satan  luggefts,  as  at  lirft,  Gen.  iii.  5. 

that 
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that  fo  they -might  take  in  his  wares.  God’s  people 
do  not  know  the  tender-heart  ednefs  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  ;  Satan  •  prefects  him  only  in  wrath,  when  any 
threats  are  fpoken,  all  thefe  are  mine,  i  ait  h  the  foul, 
,&c.  And  now  if  any  woman  lives  with  a  man  that 
is  of  a  hoggifh,  chutlifli  difpofition,  flic  will  be  ever 
doubting  of  his  love.  Men  do  not  know  it  I  fay,  and 
hence  when  any  mifery  or  trouble  comes,  they  grow 
jealous  of  him,  which  the  Lord  takes  exceeding  ill. 
Dent.  i.  27. 

%uefi.  How  fn all  I  know  that  tenderftieartednefs  of 
Chriit? 

Arif.  By  his  carriage  towards  men  when  he  was 
here  on  earth,  for  now  he  is  in  heaven  in  glory,  and 
we  know  not  what  his  difpofition  is:  therefore  his  life 
on  earth  was  the  living  looking-glafs  of  h is  heart  tor 
ever.  In  four  things. 

1.  Never  any  came  to  him  that  he  cat!  away,  what¬ 
ever  their  forrows  or  fins  were,  but  healed  them  every 
one,  if  they  came  to  him  with  their  miferies:  for  in 
healing  their  miferies,  he  did  but  fhew  Ins  readineis  to 
heal  them  of  their  fin;  hence  Matthew  applies  that, 
Matt.  viii.  17.  u  He  bare  our  infirmities.” 

2.  When  men  came  to  him  for  bye  ends,  not  for 
hirnfeif  chiefly,  he  rebukes  them  for  it,  and  fhews 
he  was  more  ready  to  give  hirnfeif,  than  bread  to 
them,  John  vi.  27. 

3.  Thofe  that  were  loft,  and  fick,  and  miferable, 
and  came  not  to  him,  he  went  up  and  down  to  feek 
and  fave  them,  the  tc  loft  fheep,”  Luke  xix.  10. 

4.  Thofe  that  would  none  of  his  love,  he  pitied 
and  had  compafficn  on  their  mi lerv  and  fin;  as  on 
them  that  were  fheep  without  a  fhepherd;  he  mourn¬ 
ed  for  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts;  he  wept  over  }e- 
rufalcm.  Nov/  look  upon  Chrift  the  lame  i till :  thou 
corned  to  him  in  fecret  to  take  away  all  iniquity,  to 
give  thee  hirnfeif;  tell  me,  doft  thou  think  the  Lord  if 

here  would  rejedt  thee  ever.  2.  But  I  dare  not  re¬ 
ceive 
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ceive  him.  Anf.  T.hou  wile  take  bread  from  him  dai¬ 
ly,  and  he  is  more  willing  to  give  himfelf.  3.  Thou, 
can!  1  no.  come  to  him,  nor  find  him,  but  only  fom'e- 
times,  nor  fee  him;  well,  but  then  he  will  feels  thee 
out.  4.  O  but  1  oft  reject :  yet  he  pities  thee  Hill. 
O  think  of  this  compalhon  of  Chrift,  and  make  him 

as  if  prelent;  it  is  a  fpecial  means  to  eftablilh  the 
heart  in  believing. 

Means  5.  Learn  to  know  when  you  are  bound  not  to 
give  way  to  your  fear  of  God’s  love;  for  fometimes  it 
is  the  cafe  of  many  a  precious  foul,  that  he  has  clear 
evidence  of  God’s  love  to  him:  and  what  is  there 
againll.it?  nothing  but  a  fear,  what  if  I  lhall  be  de¬ 
ceived  when  all  is  done  ?  and  hence  the  heart  finks 
exceedingly.  As  lome  women  that  have  fpecial  love, 
if  once  they  take  a  jealoufy  of  their  hufband,  it  is 
never  removed :  So  here. 

QjieJ't.  How  lhall  1  know  this? 

Anf.  Firfi,  If  thole  fears  thou  had,  drive  thee 
farther  from  Chrift,  it  is  clear  you  are  then  to  call 
them  off:  thefe  fears  that  caufe  fin  are  finful,  but  to 
be  driven  from  Chrift  is  finful,  Luke  v.  9,  10.  “  Lord 
“  depart  from  me,  I  am  finful:”  “  Fear  not,”  faith 
Chrift,  1  Sam.  xii.  20.  they  were  ready  to  call  off 
all,  “  Fear  not”  faith  he;  think  of  this,  what  it  is  you 
get  by  nurling  up  thofe  fears,  they  hinder  your  joy 
in,  and  your  love  to  Chrift;  your  bleffing  of  Chrift, 
caufe  a  dead  difeouraging  heart:  nay,  though  thev 
drive  you  to  Chrift  one  way,  if  they  drive  you  front  ' 
Chrift  another  way,  by  queftioning  his  care,  conclu¬ 
ding  again  ft  his  truth,  never  dofibt  they  are  vile. 
Mat.  viii.  26.  “  Why  did  ye  fear,  O  ye  of  little 

“  faith.”  So  far  therefore  as  fear  drives  us  to  Chrift, 
it  is  good,  othervvife  to  be  cut  off. 

2.  If  the  Lord  has  drawn  thy  heart  to  come  to  Chrift, 
and  when  undone,  every  way  fecretly  perfuaded  thy 
heart  that  thou  lhalt  have  help  if  thou  come,  and  by 
coming  haft  received  healing  virtues  of  thy  lulls  and 

vile 
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vile  affections  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  fear  not  now,  it 
is  a  fin  to  fear  I  fhall  not  have  help,  as  Mark  v.  -3. 
the  woman  with  the  bloody  iffue,  fhe  was  afraid  the 
had  prefumed,  hence  came  trembling;  but  the  Lord 
told  her,  “  Now  fear  not,  be  it  unto  thee  according  to 
thy  faith:”  only  thy  iffue  is  but  begun  to  heal.  What 
fay  you,  have  you  never  come  to  him,  never  received 
any  healing  from  him?  that  is  hard.  Surely  it  is  lb, 
that  I  would  not  be  in  my  luff  again  for  a  world. 

Means  6.  If  none  of  thefe  prevail,  but  the  Lord 
follows  thee  with  fears  on  fears,  as  wave  on  wave, 
then  fee  if  there  be  not  fome  guile  of  fpirit  in  thee, 
that  is,  fome  fin  you  have  or  would  give  way  to,  if  you 
had  affurance  of  God’s  love.  It  was  the  fpeech  of  one 
to  me,  next  to  the  donation  of  Chrift,  no  jnercy  like 
this,  to  deny  affurance  long;  and  why?  for  if  the 
Lord  had  not,  I  fhould  have  given  way  to  a  loofe 
heart  and  life,  but,  &c.  fo  if  the  Lord  fhould  deal  fo 
with  thee,  it  may  be  thou  would!!  lie  in  thy  fins,  if 
thou  hadff  peace  there,  and  it  may  be  you  have  had  it, 
but  finned,  and  not  confeffed,  not  lamented,  not  op- 
pofed:  Thus  it  was  with  David,  Pfal.  xxxii.  1,  2,  3,  4. 
Hence  when  he  confeffed,  the  Lord  forgave  in  his 
confcience  his  fin.  Men  will  withdraw  their  love 
from  their  wives  if  it  make  them  wanton,  and  deal 
fharply  with  them:  fo  one  that  never  reftored  could 
never  get  peace;  fome  ever  complaining,  never  fet¬ 
tled,  becaufe  they  have  their  truces  with  fin,  and 
would  have  peace  with  Chrift,  and  it  cannot  be.  And 
this  is  a  rule  I  have  long  held,  in  them  that  have  clear 
light  of  the  gofpel,  long  denial  of  affurance  is  like  fire 
to  burn  out  fome  fin,  and  then  the  Lord  will  {peak 
peace,  Judg.  x.  16.  And  therefore  take  this  counfel, 
and  God  will  tell  thee  thy  fin,  if  thou  art  defirous 
that  he  fhould  find  it  out,  but  get  this  mercy  from 
him,  Zech.  xiii.  9. 

Means  7.  Bring  thy  heart  to  a  flrait,  either  to 
reject  or  receive  him  to  be  thiae;  he  is  offered  to  be 
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king  arid  faviour,  and  lord  and  hufband;  now  thou 
fhalt  have  his  heart,  his  hand,  his  Spirit,  his  Father, 
his  kingdom,  ‘  his  ordinances,  his  angels,  himfelf, 
if  you  receive  him;  or  elle  if  not,  you  lliall  lofe  him, 
and  then  woe  to  thee,  when  any  mercy,  any  mifery, 
any  ordinance  befals  thee;  for  all  lliall  fuck  thy  blood, 
confume  thee,  and  fit  thee  for  eternal  ruin  :  and  then 
I  wifh,  O  that  I  had  taken  him,  but  then  too  late; 
therefore  receive  him  or  reject  him:  O  I  cannot; 
that’s  another  matter:  However  we  propound  thefe 
evangelical  commands  that  may  come  with  power,  and 
therefore  know,  that  if  they  do  not  now,  they  fhall 
arife  again  in  time. 

SECT.  ir. 

KIT"* 

Exhort .  2.  1  HIS  is  not  all  that  which  makes  vou 

j 

ready  for  Chrift,  unleis  your  love  is  fet  and  fixed  on 
him:  and  therefore  look  that  it  be  ready.  I  doubt 
not  but  that  there  is  glowing  in  your  hearts,  feme  love 
to  the  Lord,  it  cannot  be  that  all  fhould  be  quenched, 
that  all  his  kindnefs  fnould  be  forgotten,  but  remem¬ 
bered  many  times  with  fume  affliction :  but  know  it, 
if  it  be  fo,  your  lamp  is  not  yet  in  your  hand,  nor 
your  fouls  ready  to  meet  the  Lord:  For  look  as  it  is 
with  a  mighty  prince,  that  fhall  fet  his  heart  on  fome 
poor  fervant,  and  lie  requires  no  portion  but  to  love 
him  the  more,  and  Ihe  cannot  bring  her  heart  to  love 
him  more  than  other  mean  fellows,  is  Hie  fit  or  ready 
to  be  matched  unto  him?  So  here:  Hence  Matth. 
x.  37.  “  He  that  loves  father  or  mother,”  -fee.  then 

you  are  ready  when  your  love  is  fit  for  fuch  an  huffl 
band;  and  therefore  though  you  feel  fome  love  under 
the  allies  (when  vou  flir  up,  your  hearts)  to  the  Lord 
Jefus,  yet,  if  it  be  not  a  fit  iove  befeeming  his  excel¬ 
lency,  and  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  when  you  can 
draw  out  buckets  of  love,  and  pour  it  upon  other 
things,  but  lcarce  fetch  out  a  drop  for  Chrill,  and 

yet 
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yet  you  hope  that  will  ferve  the  turn;.  I  tell  you  no, 
you  are  yet  unfit  and  unready  for  him.  Look  as  it 
was  with  their  offering  the  teftimonies  of  love  and 
thankfulnefs,  Mai.  i.  14.  fo  it  is  here.  And  therefore 
my  exhortation  (hall  be  as  is  faid  in  that  Pfalm,  Pfah 
lxxxvi.  7,  8.  “  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  honour  due 

14  unto  his  name:”  So  give  to  the  Lord  the  love  that 
is  due  unto  him,  that  love  that  is  fit  for  him. 

Qucft.  What  is  that  love  the  Lord  would  havej, 
which  is  fit  for  him? 

Anf.  1.  Beloved,  I  hope,  if  you  think  not  your 
blood  too  dear  for  Chrift,  you  will  not  think  any  love 
too  much  for  Chrift:  Yet,  becaufe  1  would  not  have 
you  aim  at  ail  uncertain  mark,  and  fhoot  at  a  venture, 
I  fhall  nngle  out  that  love  which  I  hope  your  own  con¬ 
fidences  cannot  but  fay  is  fit.  And, 

1.  I  had  thought  to  have  fought  for  this  from  you, 
viz.  Give  the  Lord  Jefus  but  that  love,  no  more  love 
than  thou  haft  given  to  thy  lulls,  the  Lord  will  be 
contented  with  it,  Rom.  vi.  19.  41  As  ye  have  yield¬ 
ed,”  &c.  fo  now;  but  that  it  may  be  you  may  think 
this  love  too  bale  for  him,  yet  give  him  but  this,  and 
the  Lord  would  be  contented  with  it,  and  accept  of  it; 
and  thofe  that  lhall  not,  it  fhall  be  their  torment  in 
hell  to  think  of  this  word:  O  that  I  had  given  the 
Lord  Jefus  that  love  I  gave  to  my  bafe  lulls,  I  had  had 
him,  and  been  in  heaven  with  him.  But  I  wholly  prefs 
afecond. 

2.  Do  but  love  him  as  he  lovetli  thee,  that  is,  you 
cannot  anfwer  the  greatnefs  of  his  love,  but  do  it  for 
your  meafure:  If  you  cannot  pay  him  in  pounds,  yet 
pay  him  in  pence;  and  this  is  fit  for  him  :  For  1.  He 
is  worthy  of  love,  there  is  beauty  in  him  why  thou 
ihouldeft  defire  him ;  there  is  none  in  thee.  2.  Thy 
love  fhall  have  a  recompence,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  he  never 
can  have  recompence  from  thee.  3.  He  loves  thee 
firft  with  his  own  love,  now  that  is  unreafonable  not 
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to  reflect  his  beams,  and  return  him  his  own  again  in 
fimilitude,  if  not  in  parity. 

Queft.  Wherein  appears  the  love  of  the  Lord  to  me, 
that  fo  I  may  fee  how  to  nianifeft  the  like  love  to  him  ? 

Anf.  He  hath  loved  thee  more  than  hlmfelf,  more 
than  his  own  honour;  for  u  he  made  hlmfelf  of  no 
reputation,’*  Phil.  ii.  7.  more  than  his  own  com¬ 
forts,  he  left  the  bofom  of  a  Father,  and  bore  the 
wrath  of  a  Father  for  thee;  more  than  his  own  life, 
he  faw  thy  neck  upon  the  block,  and  God’s  axe  up 
to  give  the  bloody  fatal  ftroke;  and  he  came  in  thy 
room,  and  loved  thy  life  more  than  his  own,  loft  his 
own  before  one  hair  of  thy  head  lhould  perifli,  though 
he  knew  thee  a  traitor  to  God,  and  an  enemy  to  bini- 
felf,  Rom.  v.  10.  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  if  this  be  not  thus, 
woe  to  the  living,  woe  to  the  dying.  What  art  thou 
but  a  fad  fpefltacle  hung  up  in  thy  chains  in  this  world 
for  angels  in  heaven  to  fee  and  tremble  at,  and  for 
devils,  fins,  and  eternal  forrows,  like  fowls  of  heaven 
to  prey  upon.  Now,  is  it  not  fit  that  thou  fhouldll 
love  him  more  than  thyfelf?  his  honour  more  than 
thine  own,  nay  more  than  thy  life  ?  Rev.  xii.  n.  I 
have  known  them  whom  the  Lord  hath  revealed  this 
love  to,  that  have  thought  it  too  little  to  do;  and 
hence  have  wilhed  they  had  been  born  in  thofe  times 
that  they  might  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  him: 
Where  is  now  this  love?  Doth  not  felf-love  fwallow 
up  all?  Lord,  what  felf-feeking,  felf-ferving,  felf-mind- 
ing,  felf-honouring,  felf-pleafing,  and  the  Lord  hlmfelf 
and'  his  love  forgot,  as  if  there  were  no  Chrift,  or  in 
him  no  love. 

2.  He  hath  loved  thee  when  he  might  have  paffed 
by  thee,  and  loved  others  that  might  have  won  the 
Lord  towards  them  (I  fpeak  after  the  manner  of  men) 
rather  than  thee;  men  of  greater  place,  greater  gift^ 
and  parts,  greater  pomp  in  the  world,  but  Rom.  ix. 

Jacob  ihall  be  loved,  Efau  hated:  he  hath  palled  by 

J  \  .  kings 


I 


TEN  VIRGINS.  Hj 

-  t  ' 

kings  with  their  crowns,  and  now  fet  his  heart  on  thee 
a  babe,  when  wife  ones  kn  >w  him  not;  foolifh,  when 
prudent  ones-  lee  him  not;  weak,  when  flrong  and 
mighty  receive  him  not.  Yea,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaketh, 
i  Cor.  i.  28.  “  Bale  things,  and  tilings  which  are  not.” 
God  hath  made  thee  nothing  in  thine  own  eyes* 
Behold  his  love,  and  now  do  the  like  for  him.  It 
may  be  fometime  thy  carnal  eye  fees  more  glory  in 
the  creature  than  in  Chriit;  more  in  the  honour  of 
man,  than  in  the  honour  of  a  Chriit,  &c.  And  hence 
mightell  fet  thy  heart  on  them  rather  than  on  Chriit, 
becaule  ftrongly  tempted  lo  to  do;  and  it  may  alter 
feme  fcourges  be  laved  at  lalt,  yet  pals  by  them,  and  fet 
thy  heart  only  on  him.  We  judge  of  a  friend  by  the 
tidies  of  trial;  and  of  a  ChrilHan,  by  a  time  of  tempta¬ 
tion.  Now  a  Balaam,  a  witch  may  not  dare  in  time 
of  temptation,  to  fall  into  it.  Oh  get  one  Itrain  high¬ 
er,  and  go  one  Hep  farther  than  a  witch,  though  I 
might  let  my  heart  loole  after  the  world,  I  will  not 
love  it,  the  love  of  the  Lord  de Serves  it,  the  love  of 
the  Lord  con  drains  me  to  give  my  love  to  him,  and 
not  to  the  world,  though  I  might  hide  it,  and  have 
pardon  for  it. 

3.  He  loves  thee  although  thou  wrongeft  him,  Ifa* 
xliii.  22,-26.  when  he  is  fo  wronged  that  he  is 
ready  to  give  thee  up,  yet  Hof.  xi.  8,  9.  cc  He  is  G  d 
and  not  man;”  nay  which  is  more  wonderful,  where 
fin,  there  grace  abounds.  Hence  David  makes  this 
an  argument,  Pfal.  xxv.  11.  44  Forgive  becaule  it  is 
great.”  And  hence  Moles,  Deut  xxxiii.  9.  44  Be- 

44  caufe  it  is  a  {tiff-necked  people.”  Oh  therefore 
love  him,  though  he  fmites  thee,  though  he  for  fakes 
thee,  wherein  he  may  feem,  but  indeed  doth  no 
wrong  to  thee,  but  love  thee;  chaflifement  is  part  , 
of  the  portion  of  fons,  not  of  baftards,  Heb.  xii* 

6.  8.  but  do  as  that  woman  when  fine  came  to 
the  hake,  gave  away  her  cloaths,  fonie  to  one9 
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louie  to  anot aer,  “  N  >w  farewell  friends,  and  worlds 
welcome  love  Chart.”  So,  if  the  Lord  comes  to  take 
away  all  from  thee,  the  child  of  thy  body,  the  hut 
band  of  thy  youth,  the  wife  of  thy  bo  fora,  the  comforts 
of  thy  life,  provifims  from  thy  family,  bread  from-  thy 
mouth,  bid  farewell  to  them,  give  them  into  the 
L  md’s  hands,  and  now  fay,  welcome.  Ghrift.  It  is 
ulual  lor  Garibians  at  fir  ft  cmiverlion  and  efpoufing, 
the  L  >rd  loves  them  dearly,  and  tenders  them,  ihews 
nothing  but  love  to  them,  and  then  their  love  is  fre-fli; 
afterward  come  hard  frnfts,  and  winter- dorms,  and 
cold  blalts  of  difpleafed  afflictions;  now  the  foul  ap¬ 
prehending  anger,  and  nothing  elfe,  it  grows  difcou- 
raged  f>  dies:  when  if  it  could  flay  and  wait,  it  fhould 
fee  all  from  love,  and  doing  it  the  greateft  good.  O 
remember  this:  he  doth  afflict  me,  he  doth  depart  from 
me,  he  doth  fear  me  with  hell,  yet  I  will  love  him- 
never  a  whit  the  lets:  Though  the  Lord  buries-al!  the 
bleffirigs  he  gives  me,  yet  my  love  fhall  live,  and  if  it 
do  fall  it  fhall  a  rife. 

4*  He  loved  thee  when  in  thy  low  ertate,  Pfal.cxxxvh 
23.  even  when  as  no  eye  pitied  thee,  Ezek.  xvi.  nay 
when  thou  wert  vilert,  at  the  height  of  thy  fin,  under 
deeped  depths  of  mifery,  and  draughted  captivity,  after 
friends  had  almort  ceafed  to  counfel,  word  and  Spirit 
could  do  no  good,  after  confidence  had  warned  thee. 
O  love  him  when  he  is  in  his  lowed  ertate,  when  his 
enemies  perfeCute  him,  and  his  feeming  friends  forfake 
him.  Before  you  came  to  this  land,  you  thought 
Ghrift  and  perfection,  Ghrift  and  the  meaneft  condi¬ 
tion,  nay  Ghrift  and  death  would  be  fvveet:  the  Lord 
it  may  be  doth  or  will  try  your  love;  and  here  you 
find  Ghrift  and  Ioffes  in  eftate,  C^onft  and  croffes  in, 
your  family,  Chrift  and  many  fears,  and  toils,  and 
cares.  Do  you  love  him  now  as  well  as  ever  you  did 
for  all  this?  O  never  was  my  heart  worfe!  I  doubt 
not  but  a  difcerning  Chriftian  may  fee  how  all  the 
world  is  againlt  Ghrift,  nay  many  traitors  in  his  own 
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family,  who  love  the  bag  more  than  Chrtft.  Many 
foolifh  virgins  who  love  their  fleep  and  floth  more  than 
Chrifl:;  nay,  the  hearts  and  fpirits  of  his  own  friends 
declining,  that  there  is  not  that  life  of  Chrifl:,  that 
prefence,  and  favour,  and  power  of  Chrifl  in  hearts, 
in  prayers,  in  lives,  and  no  complaints  of  this:  Now 
is  the  fittefl  time  of  love,  when  no  eye  fees,  when  no 
heart  loves  him,  or  cares  for  him,Pfal.  cxix.  126,  127* 
“  Therefore  I  love  thy  commands,”  when  he  is  fliut 
out  of  every  heart,  when  none  to  receive  him,  if  any 
love  it  will  appear  now. 

5.  He  doth  love  thee  cotiftantly  every  moment,' 
John  xiii.  1,  2.  He  hath  thee  every  moment  in  his 
bofom,  every  moment  thou  art  finning,  and  he  is  par¬ 
doning.  Sin,  and  Satan,  and  hell,  and  wrath  are 
every  moment  waiting  to  hurt  thee,  and  he  is  every 
moment  watching  over  thee,  redeeming  of  thee.  Every 
moment  fin  and  juflice  cry  againft  thee,  and  yet  he  is 
continually  “  making  interceflion  for  thee,”  If  a.  xxvi. 
2,3.  Every  moment  he  is  bleffing  when  thou  art  fin¬ 
ning.  O  the  unknown  love  of  the  Lord  Jefus  !  O 
thefe  fits  of  love  are  not  fit  for  him.  A  man  every 
moment  warming  him,  but  ftill  is  cold,  it  is  a  fad  fign 
that  death  is  near:  You  can  love  him  fometimes  in  a 
fermon,  but  foon  after  cold  again,  or  in  a  facrament, 
and  prefently  heart-dead  again:  or  after  anfwer  to 
prayers,  and  fome  fpecial  deliverances,  and  then  the 
heart  is  unaffected  again,  and  a  little  pang  of  love 
mult  content  Chrifl:  if  he  ceafeth  one  moment  to  love 
thee,  and  to  manifeft  it  to  thee,  then  ceafe  to  love  him; 
if  he  ceafeth  not  to  love  thee  dearly,  never  to  leave 
thee,  O  then  ever  love  him. 

Object.  But- we  have  fuch  diflraCtions  and  cares? 

Anf.  Men  in  love  will  follow  their  work,  and  wo¬ 
men  will  do  the  houfewifery  of  the  houfe,  and  yet  love 
is  at  no  time  to  feek  to  their  hulbands,  and  fhall  the 
Lord  have  lefs  ? 

6.  He  loves  thee  with  an  unmeafurable  love,  Rom, 
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v.  20.  u  Where  fin,  there  grace  hath  abounded:’* 
hence,  Eph.  ii.  3,  4,  “  love,”  and  “  great  love,” 
ver.  7.  “  Exceeding  riches  of  his  grace:”  For  there 
is  in  Chrift, 

1.  A  created  love.  One  man  loves  another  ex¬ 
ceedingly,  as  Jonathan  did  David.  Now  he  hath  the 
perfection  of  all  human  or  angelical  love  towards  his 
people  put  in  him. 

2.  Increated  love,  infinite  love  of  a  God,  and  hence 
it  is  unmeafurable.  He  thinks  nothing  he  doth  too 
much,  nothing  he  gives  too  dear:  hence  when  the  world 
is  (lain,  Satan  call  out,  when  he  is  out,  fin  mult  out; 
when  feme  fins  are  removed,  the  relt  muft;  when 
they  are  out,  then  death  mull;  when  death,  then  hell. 
And  when  there  is  no  life,  no  grace,  he  works  it;  it 
decays,  he  reltotes  it;  it  cannot  aft,  he  quickens  it; 
it  cannot,  doth  not  grow,  he  waters  it.  He  hath 
given  thee  the  earth,  and  the  clays  of  peace  and  pa¬ 
tience;  thole  are  too  little:  he  calls  thee,  and  when 
thou  canfl  not  come,  draws  thee,  and  gives  thee  par¬ 
don:  that  is  too  little:  he  gives  earth  to  thee,  that  is 
too  little,  for  they  are  made  co-heirs:  he  gives  pro- 
mile  to  thee,  that  is  too  little:  he  gives  himfidf  and 
Spirit,  and  can  he  cl)  more?  Yes,  we  cannot  drink  in 
all  that  goodnefs  and  love;  hence  he  gives  eternity  to 
thee,  and  he  fliall  more  and  more  enlighten  thee:  not 
only  let  thy  f  ul  live  to  blels  him,  but  thy  poor  body, 
and  every  dull  of  it,  to  be  raifed  up  to  glory  with 
him.  What  the  Lord  promifed  to  Abraham,  “  In 
<l  bleffing  I  will  blefs,”  that  portion  is  thine.  O  now 
love  him  without  meafure.  “  O  how  I  love  thy  law?’* 
how  did  David  love  it?  I  cannot  tell;  but  if  he  loved 
the  word  of  Chrift,  then  much  more  the  perfon  of 
Chrift,  the  prefence  of  Ghriit,  everlafting  fellowfhip 
with  Chrift.  O  take  heed  of  giving  Chrift,  and 
meafuring  out  unto  Chrift  his  portion,  his  allowance, 
that  when  the  Lord  comes  to  you  for  more  love  (as  he 
doth  daily)  you  give  him  that  anfwer  which  many 
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do  in  their  practice,  you  have  let  him  have  as  much 
as  you  can:  fo  that  you  cannot  {.pare  any  more  from 
yourlelves,  Irani  a  bale  world,  from  wife,  and  child, 
and  creature,  from  a  flotbful  courfe:  you  hope  the 
L>rd  will  accept  of  that  little  he  hath.  I  confeis  that 
a  little  water  in  a  fpring  is  better  than  much  that 
Comes  by  land  fluids,  but  be  fur e  it  be  a  fpring,  elfe 
not  accepted.  Beloved,  time  was  you  lived  without 
C  hr  ill,  did  nothing  for  him:  now  you  do,  and  what 
thou  daft  this  year,  didlt  halt  year,  and  no  more:  Will 
you  thus  flint  the  Lord?  Either  do  more,  give  more, 
or  mourn  you  cannot:  O  one  life,  one  heart  is  too  little 
for  him.  It  hath  put  me  to  lad  fears  of  many  men’s 
eflates  to  fee  this  frame,  a  world  of  fin  without  meafure 
every  day:  where  is  ihe  Chriltian  that  loves  the  Lord 
every  day?  how  can  any  then  lay  much  is  forgiven, 
when  they  do  not  love  much. 

7.  lie  loves  thee  now  in  glory,  there  hath  prepared 
a  place  for  thee,  John  xiv.  1,  2,  3,  where  he  longs 
for  thee,  John  xvii.  24.  You  know  Pharaoh’s  butler 
when  exalted  to  his  place,  forgot  poor  JuTeph.  One 
would  think  now  the  Lord  Jefus  is  in  glory,  and  hath 
G  d.  and  angels,  and  his  kingdom  to  content  him,  he 
ihall  never  look  after  fuch  a  worm,  fuch  a  poor  help- 
lefs  creature  as  thee.  But  as  the  High  Priefl  carried 
the  names  on  his  bread,  and  precious  flones,  f>  the 
Lord  Jefus  hath  thy  name  writ  upon  his  very  heart. 
O  now  love  him  when  he  exalts  thee  to  glor) ,  to  give 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth  with  peace  and 
quietnefs.  When  Germany  lies  in  blood,  and  Eaflern 
churches  {lain  by  the  dragon,  devoured  by  t lie  Turk, 
when  England’s  lights  and  lamps  are  going  out,  no 
people  have  fuch  peace,  Inch  glory,  in  fo  fmall  a  time. 
Beloved,  now  where  is  love?  The  churches  ol  Chrift 
never  loft  their  love  fo  much  as  when  they  had  their 
peace,  and  have  been  fixteen  hundred  years  a-learn- 
ing  by  afflictions  and  persecutions,  how  to  enjoy  them 
peace,  and  to  have  their  love  fmell  as  fweet  as  when 
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beaten  moft,  and  yet  have  not,  but  like  the  globe  without 
t  ic  ciols  in  the  emblem  rolling  and  running  farther  and 
iai  tlier  from  God,  m  cruce  quies.  O  unrealonable,  to  love 
lim  whom  he  tenners  moft.  Does  not  prayer  grow 
cold  lor  the  name  of  Chrift?  then  love  grows  cold.  Does 
not  plenty  of  means  make  tny  foul  flight  means?  when 
you  went  many  miles  to  hear,  and  had  fcarce  bread 
at  home,  O  you  thought  if  once  you  had  fuch  liberties! 
but  when  they  are  made  yours,  now  what  fruit.  Doft 
not  fail  in  affedions  to  faints?  O  love  dies,  Chrift 
deals  not  fo  with  thee,  and  who  knows  but  in  rocks 
and  mountains  of  the  wildernefs  thou  mayeft  lament 
thefe  evils  Which  peace  breed  now? 

8.  He  loves  thee  fo  as  when  any  evil  touches  thee, 
he  has  a  feeling  of  it,  and  is  grieved  at  it,  Judg.  x! 
16.  I  fa.  Ixiii.  9.  nay,  he  then  comforts  thee  moft, 
both  in  them,  and  by  them,  John  xiv.  27.  “  Not  as 

“  the  world  gives  peace,  fo  I  give  it  to  you:”  O 
then  grieve  thou  for  thofe  evils  that  betide  him,  the 
wrongs  that  others  offer  him,  but  efpecially  the  un- 
kindnefs  thy  own  foul  fliews  him,  Mark  v.  3.  “  He 
“  mourned  for  the  hardnefs  of  their  heart,”  Eph.  iv. 

3°-  11  Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed 

“  out  of  your  mouth,”  and  “  grieve  not  the  Holy 
“  Ohoft,”  Heb.  iii.  19.  “  Forty  years  long  was  I 

grieved  becaufe  they  erred;”  I  confefs  you  will  wrong 
him,  but  will  you,  muff  you  be  impenitent  too?  Did 
his  enemies  grieve  him  on  earth,  and  ftiall  his  friends 
grieve  him  in  heaven,  and  no  forrovvs,  no  fecret  tears? 
Is  there  no  good  nature?  But  what,  is  there  no  fpirit 
of  mourning  ?  It  may  be  many  a  day  and  week  haft 
thou  grieved  him,  and  not  a  fign  to  any  purpofe  to 
eafe  thee  of  thy  fin,  but  what  has  eafed  thee  in  thy 
fin.  O  now  comfort  his  heart  again  after  thou  haft 
moft  grieved  him;  comfort  his  fpirit  that  is  dying,  fgh- 
ing  in  thee ;  as  he  comforts  thee  by  thy  troubles, 
comfort  him  by  making  a  right  ufe  of  all  thy  fins  to 
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Ids  move  humble,  more  vile,  to  love  Him  the  more, 
and  love  thy  felt'  the  lefs,  as  the  prodigal  Ion,  Luke 

sv.  18.  20.  24. 

9.  He  loves  thee  fo,  that,  though  he  departs,  he 
will  not,  does  not  Hay  long  from  thee,  though  you 
may  think  it  long,  lla.  liv.  7.  Hence  it  is  wonder  to 
fee  when  heart  gone,  love  loll,  life  loll,  yet  fuddenly 
thou  art  brought  down  on  thy  knees:  O,  it  is  the 
Lord  that  does  it:  Thou  wall  in  f  rrow  of  heart,  he 
did  not  Hay  long,  but  came  and'  comforted  thee; 
thou  waft  in  thy  fins,  it  was  not  long  but  he  deliver¬ 
ed  thee ;  thou  wall  in  want  of  knowledge  ol  him,  it 
has  not  been  long  but  that  he  has  revealed  the  Lord 
to  thee;  thou  halt  been  in  afflictions  and  troubles,  u 
has  not  been  long  but  he  has  heard  thee:  So  give 
him  the  like  love.  1  know  you  will  lall  from  him  111 
love,  in  delight,  in  care;  but  do  not  (lay  long  from, 
him.  Sometimes  the  baits  of  the  world  will  draw 
thee  from  him  when  thou  haft  thy  eafe  and  peace; 
O  think  it  was  better  with  me  once  than  now:  when 
fears  drive  thee  from  him,  yet  return,  1  Sam,  xii.  21, 
22.  Q  here  is  that  which  hardens  hearts,  breaks  your 
peace,  and  grieves  t lie  Lord  lo  as  ne  is  forced  to  lend 
many  fad  afflictions,  becaufe  you  lye  in  your  falls:  O 
be  not  long,  nor  far  from  him.  He  returns  to  thee 
when  thou  art  molt  unkind  to  him:  return  when  he 
is  ever  kind.  He  returns  to  thee  though  he  has  no 
need  of  thee,  thou  haft  of  him:  “  He  will  not  leave 
thee:”  O  leave  not  him. 

10.  He  has  from  before  all  worlds  loved  thee,  when 
no  reafoti  for  it,  jer.  xxxi.  1,2,  3.  Thou  haft  ne- 
gie&ed  to  love  him  long,  ail  thy  youth,  nay  it  may  be 
all  thy  life;  O  you  beloved  of  the  Lord,  begin  to  do 
it  now,  when  there  is  all.reafon  for  it,  when  heaven 
calls  for  it,  earth  calls  for  it,  ordinances  plead  i  r  it, 
Spirit  faith  come,  and  calls  for  it  too.  It  may  be  thy 
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they'd  BUt  h°VV  &aU  1  G0me  t0  do  this> thu3  t0  love 

Anf.  The  Lord  only  tan  plant,  can  water  this 

grace,  yet  becauie  the  Lord  does  it  by  means,  I  will 
give  you  lb  me  now.  1  ’ 

J:  !rb!;z t0  5adrout  the  tr^  !•««*»*&,  and  to 

e  the  bitter nels  of  tae  deceitful  fvveetnefs  of  all 
creatures ;  for  this  is  a  rule  in  reafm,  a  man’s  af- 
fedions  lihe  ftreams  mull  run  ft, me  way:  and  it  is  a 
ruL  in  theology  Hop  the  affections  from  running  to 
the  c.eatuie,  and  in  a  fi  nee  re  heart  It  will  run  unto 

N"n  lL.  ’  \  n‘  ?;  lf.it  be  from  all  creatures; 
I\ou,  then, the  affedLon  is  turned  from  the  creature, 

when  u  finds  the  bitternefs  of  the  deceiving  fweetnefs 

fxt.  and  lecondiy,  finds  out  the  real  fweetnefs  of  it ; 

for  nia.ee  it  as  a  rule  when  a  man’s  heart  cannot 

f  ve  Cnrill  unlefs  it  be  when  it  is  benumbed,  it  is 

becaufe  he  has  fomewhat  elle'to  joy  his  heart;  now 

let  the  creature  yield  you  no  more  joy,  and  Chrift  has 

y-.ur  fi  ve:  indeed  you  may  and  mull  joy  in  the  real 

fweetnefs  o.  it,  and  this  will  encreafe,  and  not  diminifli 
your  love. 

Stjiift.  What  is  the  real  fweetnefs  of  the  creature ? 
Anf.  Chrilt’s  love:  O  fee  this,  if  Chrill'  fhould 
not  love  thee,  would  not  thy  life  be  death,  thy  falva- 
tjon  from  many  dangers  be  damnation,  thy  friends 
imlerable  comforters,  thy  joys  forrows?  what  good 
u-ou  d  any  thing  do  thee  if  thou  hadft  thefe  thoughts, 
ah  tilde  I  have,  but  wrath  with  them?  What  com¬ 
fort  can  a  man  take  in  his  feaft,  if  news  were  then 
Li  ought,  that  after  it  is  done,  you  mult  go  to  the  flake 
to  be  burnt?  You  that  jo,  in  ymr  £ 

frown  of  Chrift  Would  blaft  all.  O  fee  this,  PLlm 
Ixiu.  “  Thy  loving-kind nefs  is  better  than  life,  in  thy 
“  favour  is  life.”  Now  joy  for  this,  and  this  will  knit 
your  heart  nearer  to  him.  For  Jehus’  fake  ponder 
this  point. 

Lot/  2,  Tafie  the  bit.ernefs  ct  the  fweetnefs  re¬ 
gaining 
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maining  now  it  is  cMilied  ;  and  Satan  fhews  a  three¬ 
fold  fweetnefs,  before,  in,  and  after  the  enjoying 
of  it. 

Now  i.  Before,  remember  how.  they  have  drawn 
away  and  held  thy  heart  from  God,  done  thee  more 
hurt  than  ail  afflictions,  many  a  fweet  fmile  hadlt  thou 
had  from  God,  but  for  them. 

2.  In  the  enjoying  of  it,  it  is  fweet,  but  when  it  is 
fweet  to  thee,  it  is  then  moll  bitter  to  the  heart  of 
God;  when  thy  joy  is*  kindled,  the  Lord’s  forrow  is 
llirred  up  and  provoked. 

a .  After,  i.  It  will  draw  thy  heart  from  God: 
and,  2.  It  will  be  bitter  in  thy  belly  at  lafL  What¬ 
ever  fweetnefs  draws  thee  from  the  love  of  Chriil,  O 
it  will  be  bitter,  Rom.  vi.  21.  Chew  upon  this,  and 
lee  if  any  thing  here  be  worthy  of  your  joy,  and  if  not, 
then  return  to  your  firft  hufoand. 

II.  Take  the  all-fufficiency  of  the  love  of  Chriil: : 
a  woman  that  is  not  content  with  her  hufoand’s  love, 
file  will  not  love  him  as  it  is  fit.  So  when  other 
things  make  love  to  us,  and  the  Lord’s  love  is  not 
enough,  Cant.  i.  4.  “  More  than  wine  hence  “  the 
44  upright  love  thee.”  Do  but  fit  down  and  think 
what  this  is  :  If  once  he  loves  thee,  whatever  he  can 
he  will  do  lor  thee,  he  will  order  all  thy  life,  not  one 
thing  fliall  hurt  thee,  every  thing  in  providence  fhall 
work  for  thy  glory,  fins,  forrows,  &c.  fo  as  thou  fhalt 
fay  his  denials  are  better  than  his  gifts,  his  blows  bet¬ 
ter  than  fmiles,  his  withdrawings  better  than  his  pre¬ 
fence,  tliefe  evils  better  than  joys,  and  when  once  he 
loves  me,  he  will  never  leave  me,  that  come  life, 
come  death,  I  am  fafe.  O  take  this! 

III.  See  the  Lord  Jefus  now  as  he  is,  and  in  truth 
this  were  enough  to  make  any  profane  heart  love 
him,  much  more  a  faint  efpoufed  to  him,  but  the 
Lord  has  hid  himfelf  from  their  eyes,  fhall  he  be  fo, 
is  he  fo  from  yours  ?  1  Pet.  i.  8.  tc  When  feeing  not 
54  with  bodily  eyes,  but  with  faith,  ye  lovp  him,” 

1  John 
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i  Jonn  iil.  i}  2,  3.  We  (hall  tee  nim  as  he  is.5> 
Why,  fuppofe  the  day  of  doom  was  come,  Chrift  ini 
tne  clouds,  and  all  creatures  before  him,  all  angels 
mini  lie  ring  to  him,  in  all  the  glory  of  his  Father ; 
O  then  the  love  of  Chrift,  O  one  fmile,  one  word  of 
Chrilt  would  be  precious.  Lord  l  that  men  fhould  be 
111  a  dream,  oee  Chrift  a  little  higher  let  m  his  throne 
a  place  more  glorious,  though  lei’s  feen,  in  ail  the  glory 
of  his  Father,  ail  mighty  angels  miniftering  to  him, 
all  the  world  put  into  his  hand,  doing  what  he  will, 
and  ail  he  will ;  why  will  you  not  love  him  now  ?  Is 
Che  go  (pel  a  fable  ?  fay  Co  if  it  be,  then  love  him  not 
if  you  can.  When  Simeon  and  the  wife  men  favv 
him,  though  but  in  his  abafement,  they  honoured 
him,  much  more  now  when  they  fee  him  in  glory. 
It  is  a  queftion  whether  the  beams  of  the  fun  are  fire: 
Some  demonftrate  it  thus  ;  'Fake  a  glafs,  and  gather 
together  the  beams,  it  burns.  Therefore,  fo,  if  you 
would  fee  Co  as  to  be  affedted,  gather  together  the 
beams  of  his  glory  and  love  ;  thus  you  fee  the  means 
to  get  fit  love,  and  if  it  he  loll,  O  now  get  it  again, 
left  the  Lord  (train  for  it,  elfe  you  are  not  fit ;  and  if 
It  be  not  any  love  that  luffices,  much  lefs  no  love,  as 
in  many  of  you  :  but  conlider,  1  Cor.  xvi.  22.  “  He 
that  loves  not  Chrilt,  let  him  be  accurfed  O 
that  this  might  be  won  from  you  !  O  little  love  goes 
out  to  Chrilt,  who  fees  it  not !  Ordinances  of  Chrilt, 
men  are  weary  of  them  ;  the  truths  of  Chrift,  defpife 
them ;  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  they  quarrel  with 
them.  Now  recover  your  love,  the  Lord  help  you 
fo  to  do. 

SECT.  IIL 

*  1  -  1  ^ 

rin 

Exhort.  3 .  1  O  do  the  work  of  Chrift,  to  be  daily 
at  it,  and  finifhing  of  it ;  for  look  as  it  was  with  the 
head,  it  is  fo  with  all  the  members  that  are  to  remain 
a  while  in  this  life,  they  have  fome  work  to  do.  for 

the 
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the  Lord  ;  feme"  common,  feme  fpecial  work,  and 
when  that  is  done,  now  they  are  ready  to  return  home 
again.  Hence  John  xvii.  4,  5.  “  I  have  finifhed  the 
“  work,”  and  now  he  hands  at  the  door  and  knocks, 
and  is  ready  for  entrance,  “  Now  glorify  me  with 
“  thyfelf;”  and  you  fhall  find  a  faithful  heart  will 
neither  be  willing  nor  ready  to  go  till  this  is  done. 

Ueft .  What  is  this  work  I  am  to  do  ? 

Anf.  I  have  anfwered  this  elfewhere  at  large,  yet 
thefe  two  things  I  would  fay, 

1.  That  a  man’s  chief  work  lies  not  in  facile  du¬ 
ties  :  for  though  grace  and  Chrift’s  Spirit  makes  duties 
eafy,  his  yoke  eafy  ;  yet  there  is  a  contrary  fpirit  that 
will  make  them  hard  and  difficult  at  fir  ft. 

2.  Left  I  fhould  leave  you  uniatisfied  altogether, 
we  fhali  find  a  Chriftian  life  is  carried  with  a  double 
motion  :  1.  In  feeking  of  God  in  his  ordinances. — 
2.  Or  in  walking  with  God  out  of  his  ordinances  ; 
thefe  are  joined  together,  Gen.  vi.  8,  9.  Noah  found 
grace,  hence  fought  it,  though  not  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world :  and  hence  Noah  walked  with  God.  Hence 
we  fee  Chrilt  was  fometime  in  the  mount  alone,  fome- 
time  abroad  going  up  and  down  doing  good.  Mofes 
in  the  mount  and  in  the  camp  too.  Now  look  as 
before  a  man  is  juftified,  his  chief  work  then  is  to  feek 
God  in  his  ordinances  for  a  principle  :  fo  a  foul  now 
efpoufed  to  .(Shrift  is  to  walk  with  Chrift  :  now  walk¬ 
ing  implies  conftant  following  of  another,  or  a  con¬ 
tinual  work ;  fo  Chrift  has  work  for  you  every  mo¬ 
ment.  Hence  in  every  company,  time,  place,  temp¬ 
tation,  enquire  thus  :  Am  I  not  like  to  lofe  my  time, 
my  heart,  Chrift’s  honour  ?  What  work  has  Chrift 
for  me  to  do  ?  hold  here,  for  here  lies  vour  work. 

9  j 

Look  as  an  ambitious  man  afks,  How  ferves  this  for 
my  honour,  and  Satan  how  he  may  difhonour  Chrift  ; 
fo  do  you  aik,  how  you  may  honour  him,  Rom.  vi. 
19.  “  As  you  have  given  yourfelves  inflruments  of 
u  iniquity,”  ike.  And  now  becaufe  we  live  in  times 

and 
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and  places  wherein  men  have  fo  much  work  of  their 
own  to  go,  that  Ghriu  is  neglected,  wherein  very  few 
walk  with  (j*od.  Lienee  men  taking  men’s  examples 
fbi  patterns  and  copies  ol  their  courie,  cont  nt  them- 
felves  to  do  as  others  do:  And  this  being  a  dole  ad, 
mainly  confiding  in  wnat  is  unfeen  ;  and  b  caufe  men 
are  apt  to  pat  off  Ghrilt  with  defires,  and  ffrve  Satan 
indeed,  and  becaufe  apt  to  reiolve  all  religion  into 
feme  two  or  three  duties  or  graces,  and  becaufe  mens 
hearts  are  catching  at  comforts  and  promiles,  but  com¬ 
mands  tedious  and  burden  Lome  ;  I  ihall  prefs  mis  up¬ 
on  thefe  motives  ;  only  here  let  me  premife  when  I 
prefs  you  to  this,  it  is  not  to  a  covenant  of  works,  as 
though  you  could  ad  yourfel  ves,  but  we  look  toChrill’s 
blood  and  Spirit  to  let  on  things  ;  1  (peak  to  them  un¬ 
der  grace,  who  have  the  Spirit  without,  and  faith  with¬ 
in  to  ad  and  carry  them  here.  But, 

Mot.  i.  Whofe, work  will  you  do?  you  cannot  ceafe 
to  do  Chrift’s  work,  but  you  mult  do  your  own  work, 
(I  fpeak  not  for  idlenefs)  that  is,  you  mult  ferve  your 
luff;  now  confieer  what  good  did  thyfelf  ever  do  thee, 
nay,  Satan  never  fuch  as  thy  own  {'elf:  and  will 
you  fall  down  to  fuch  an  image  !  Shall  thy  lulls  have 
content  more  and  rather  than  Ghrilt  ? 

2.  Confider  the  Lord  will  take  care  and  charge  of 
thee,  to  do  thy  work,  to  bring  about  thy  ends  for  thee, 
do  but  thou  do  his.  Martha  was  cumbered  about 
many  things,  hence  forfook  the  better  part :  fo  men 
negleft,  forget  Chrill’s  work,  becaufe  of  fo  many  dif- 
tradions  of  their  own.  What  will  becomd  of  my 
hundred  talents?  What  will  become  of  my  wife;  child? 
Now  do  you  take  care  of  the  Lord’s  work,  take  that 
for  your  charge,  and  the  Lord  will  take  charge  of 
you.  The  belt,  readied,  and  only  way  to  have  your 
own  ends,  is  to  feek  the  Lord’s,  and  forget  your  own. 
As  in  Solomon,  his  great  work  and  care  was  to  rule 
a  hate  well,  and  the  Lord  gave  all  the  reft.  Set  thy 
face  to  the  fun,  and  thefe  fhadovvs  will  follow  you. 

The 
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The  fervant  takes  charges  of  his  mafter’s  work,  and 
he  need  not  trouble  hiinfelf  for  meat  and  drinks 
and  e  contra . 

Firit,  there  fhall  not  any  evil  hurt  thee,  whereas 
elle  thy  good  things  {hall,  11a.  xxvii.  3. 

Secondly,  All  creatures  in  heaven  and  earth  lhall 
ferve  that  man  that  ferves  his  God,  Hofea  ii,  21.  23, 
whereas  elle  they  groan  under  thee. 

Thirdly,  Angels  lhall  come  out  of  heaven  to  guard 
thee. 

Fourthly,  Nay  the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf  (hall  {land  at 
the  top  of  the  ladder,  that  when  every  thing  elfe  lhall 
leave  thee,  he  lhall  then  bring  the  beft  wine  at  the  laft, 
he  will  be  a  portion  to  thee,  Pfalm  xvi.  Phil.  iii.  8. 

3.  Confider  that  the  more  difficult  any  duty  is,  the 
more  fweetnefs  {hall  you  receive  if  you  break  through 
it ;  men  plead  difficulty,  I  plead  gain.  Hence  he  that 
overcomes  fhall  eat  of  the  hidden  manna  :  Hence 
never  any  lb  comforted,  honoured  as  Chrift,  becaufe 
never  any  went  through  fo  hot  a  work  for  the  Father 
as  Chrift,  Phil.  ii.  You  plead  the  difficulty  of  a  Chrif- 
tian  life,  and  tafte  not  the  fweetnefs  of  that  life  ;  if 
you  can  do  no  more  than  what  is  eafy,  and  pleafeth 
felf,  the  Lord  will  never  let  you  tafte  the  fweetnefs  of 
pleafing  him.  Have  you  not  fometimes  found  your 
hearts  dead  to  prayer?  yet  you  fell  to  it,  and  then  would 
not  but  have  took  the  leafon  for  a  world. 

4.  Confider,  let  the  duty  be  to  nature  impoffibie, 
yet  the  Lord  is  at  hand  to  help,  even  when  no  llrength, 
Ifa.  xl.  29.  Nay,  Heb.  xi.  34.  u  Out  of  weaknefs 
“  were  made  ftrong.”  If  you  had  no  Chrift,  no  Spi¬ 
rit,  no  promifes  to  affure  you  of  help,  you  might  then 
ceafe  afting,  and  fay  it  is  impoffible  I  fhould  ever 
overcome  fuch  evils,  attain  to  that  meafure;  but  when 
promires  to  affure,  and  Chrift  and  Spirit  at  hand,  now* 
to  plead  impoffibility,  is  to  reproach  the  Lord ;  to 
think  he  will  let  his  people  to  make  brick,  and  give 
them  no  ftraw ;  nay,  to  war  againft  God,  and  to  make 

the 

1  •*«/. 


1 


120  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

the  Lord  war  again  ft  you,  Numb.  xiv.  You  know  how 
they  cried  out  of  impoffibilities,  and  now  the  Lord’s 
anger  role  when  they  were  ready  to  enter  Canaan : 
So  when  men  are  ready  to  enter  upon  pofleffion  of 
Chrift,  and  piomiles,  then  impoflibiiities  appear. 
Confider  therefore  what  the  Lord  did  for  David1,  Gide¬ 
on,  bampfon,  who  went  out  in  the  name  and  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  and  were  helped  :  If  you  were  under 
the  law,  you  might  plead  this,  but  under  grace  it  is 
horrible  to  make  this  excufe. 

5.  Confider  if  the  Lord  do  not  help  (as  he  will  be 
free)  yet  he  will  accept  thy  will,  I  know  he  will  not 
accept  the  wifties  of  fervants,  yet  he  will  accept  the 
will  of  fons  ;  neither  will  he  accept  the  will  of  fons 
in  a  work  they  might  have  ftrength  from  him  to  do, 
and  go  not  to  him  for  it  ;  but  in  that  cafe  he  will,  as 
2  Cor.  xii.  9.  that  is,  it  is  enough,  I  accept  thee  :  and 
this  is  very  fweet,  That  for  his  own  fake  he  fhould  be 
pleafed  as  well  with  the  will  as  with  the  work  ;  for 
this  is  that  which  troubles,  I  would  have  help,  the 
Lord  gives  none ;  why  the  Lord  accepts  of  it  as  if 
thou  didft  it,  as  in  David’s  building  a  temple  :  For 
a  Chriftian’s  work  is  done  twonvays  : 

Firft,  Sometimes  by  feeling,  when  we  feel  help. 

Secondly,  Sometimes  by  faith,  by  going  to  another 
for  it  :  and  this  the  Lord  accepts  molt  mercifully  ; 
for  this  is  his  vidlory  over  all  fin,  even  his  faith.— 
When  we  fee  a  duty  hard,  and  do  not  go  to  the  Lord 
for  help,  then  we  are  overcome  properly  ;  for  out  of 
the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  perfoti  a£ts  for  Chrift. 

6.  Confider  the  Lord  will  honour  thee  (though  the 
work  doth  not.  John  xii.  26.  “  Him  will  my  Father 
<c  honour,”  both  in  this  life,  Rom.  ii.  29.  and  in  that 
to  come.  Now,  as  it  is  in  afting  parts,  it  is  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  fellow-adtors  think,  God  is  the  great  fpefta- 
tor,  God  will  efteem  of  thee,  and  confcience  lhall 
witnefs  as  much  when  no  eye  fees,  or  when  men  fee 
and  judge  amifs,  yet  the  Lord  approves;  and  at  the 
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great  day  before  men,  angels,  and  all  the  world,  i  Con 
iv.  5.  “  Then  lhall  every  man  have  praife  of  God 
and  hence  Mat.  xxv.  Chrifl’s  judgment  is  made  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  works  of  his  people  :  becatife  then  they 
ihall  not  be  compared  with  themfelves  and  their  lins? 
but  with  the  wicked  :  and  hence  to  fet  out  their  glory, 
he  reckons  up  all  they  have  done.  All  men  in  ail 
their  afts  feek  to  avoid  fhame,  and  attain  honour :  now 
if  you  did  know  a  way  for  all  men  in  the  world  to 
honour  you,  would  you  not  attend  it  ?  what  is  their 
dreams  to  God’s  honour  ?  Hence  not  one  a£t  but  is 
now  chronicled,  Mai.  iii.  16.  and  afterward  reward¬ 
ed,  1  Cor.  xv.  58.  Oh  then  give  content  to  the 
Lord. 

7.  Confider  the  peace  you  fhall  have  by  this  means., 
both  while  you  live,  and  when  you  die  :  what  is  the 
caufe  of  fo  many  doleful  clamours  of  confidence,  but 
a  loofe  carelefs  heart,  the  Lord  is  neglected;  that  when 
one  pleads  faith,  it  will  be  replied,  the  true  faith  is 
the  “  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.”  Now  is  the  faith 
of  God  a  carelefs  faith,  a  fecure,  worldly,  impenitent, 
dead  faith  ?  you  may  lit  down,  and  rife  again,  and  fay 
true,  yet  I  will  believe,  fo  you  may,  but  it  will  be 
with  fuch  a  trembling  i pint  as  you  will  find  no  peace: 
Neither  do  I  know  how  any  can  keep  his  peace  other- 
wife  ;  for  there  are  children  but  ftill-born  :  if  bom 
a  living  foil,*  thou  wilt  live  to  God,  neceffarily  I  niuft 
do  it  :  But  by  this  means,  O  there  is  unfpeakable 
peace,  Mat.  xi.  29,  30.  Hence  Paul,  “  I  have 
“  fini  fined  ray  work,”  etc.  John  xiv.  21,-24.  you  live 
without  God,  and  walk  without  God,  and  pray  with¬ 
out  God,  but  there  is  a  day  approaching  that  you  fhall 
appear  before  the  Lord  jefus,  you  fhall  with  then, 
O  that  I  had  lived  fo  and  fo  :  O  do  that  now. 

8.  Confider  the  Lord  will  have  it  done,  it  mud 
be  done;  hence  Paul  faid,  “  Necefiity  lies  upon  me* 
“  and  woe  to  me,”  See.  the  Lord  fhould  be  forfworn 
if  he  fhould  not  bring  you  to  it,  Luke  i.  73,  74,  75. 
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<c  According  to  the  oath,”  &c.  Beloved,  you  think 
lazy  defires  will  ferve  :  no,  it  mutt  be  done  :  you  lay, 
I  cannot ;  it  mull  be  better  with  you.  And  hence  look 
for  a  rod,  and  that  the  Lord  will  bring  you  into  great 
affliction  till  all  is  removed,  and  fo  purge  you;  and  if 
one  affliStion  will  not  do  it,  then  worfe  ihall  come,  he 
loves  you  better  than  fo.  And  remember  you  have 
had  warning  this  day:  you  came  hither  lor  the  Lord’s 
work,  and  now  your  own  juftles  it  out:  look  that  God 
will  take  away  the  kingdom  from  you,  or  let  oppref- 
fors  over  you,  or  fend  feme  kings  among  you  ;  and 
then  fay,  O  I  may  thank  my  walking  unworthy  of 
God  and  gofpel  for  this. 

9.  Confider  el fe  you  Ihall  make  the  blood  of  Chrift 
fhed  of  no  effect,  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15.  Now  wicked  men 
need  not  fear  this,  no  blood  Hied  for  them.  Will 
you  do  fo  ?  God  forbid  :  The  Jews  have  killed  him, 
will  you  drag  him  up  and  down  the  ftreets,  trample 
on  his  blood,  and  put  him  to  open  fhame  ? 

10.  Confider  your  time  is  but  fhort,  and  you  have 
done  but  little  work,  and  it  is  not  long  but  that  your 
crown  {hall  be  put  upon  your  head.  It  is  noted  of 
Enoch,  Gen.  v.  that  he  walked  with  God  three  hun¬ 
dred  years,  (and  that  having  fons  and  daughters,  hav¬ 
ing  family' contentments,  and  incumbrances,)  and  he 
lived  the  fiiorteft  time.  I  am  lure  angels  are  content 
to  come  out  of  heaven  to  do  the  work  of  God  :  what, 
not  do  it  here  ?  Paul  thought  himfelf  born  too  foon, 
becaufe  for  a  time  he  lived  without  Chrift.  O  but 
now  make  trial,  and  you  will  find  it  the  fweetefl  life, 
that  you  will  fay,  why  have  I  neglected  this  fo  long  ? 
And  if  thou  doll  not  find  (even  times  more  peace  there¬ 
in  than  in  all  the  world,  never  fet  foot  heie. 

§>ueft'  How  (hall  I  thus  do  the  work  of  Chrift  ? 

Anf.  I.  “  Without  Chrift  you  can  do  nothing,” 
John  xv.  5.  The  fun  runs  kill  becaufe  it  is  light  of 
itlelf;  fo  when  the  Lord  is  in  you,  you  will  do  fa. 

Hence  go  not  out  to  any  duty  in  your  own  ftrength; 
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for  then  you  will  either  not  do  it,  or  not  hold  out  in 
it:  No  man  can  hold  out  at  his  work  that  feeds  not 
abundantly  on  his  meat,  lo  here:  and  here  note  but 
thefe  two  things. 

1.  Do  not  only  in  ordinances  do  thus,  but  out  of 
ordinances  then,  as  in  particular  times  of  trial  (for 
the  Lord  will  not  give  you  in  an  ordinance  as  much 
grace  as  (hall  ferve  you  out  of  it)  lift  up  your  hearts 
to  Chrift,  and  fay  as  Chrift,  u  Father,  the  hour  is 
“  come,  now  glorify  thy  name,”  John  xii.  28.  So 
Lord,  here  is  work  to  do,  but  a  dead  heart  to  do,  but 
a  dead  heart  is  upon  me,  Lord  glorify  thy  name.  I 
have  feldom  feen  but  the  Lord  either  helped  then,  or 
at  fonie  other  time  when  thou  did II  come,  and  then 
the  Lord  puts  thee  in  remembrance  that  it  is  out  of 
refpedl  to  that. 

2.  Thus  coming  and  feeding  on  the  Lord  Jefus,  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  will  help,  and  that  fhall  be  lb;  fome  have 
never  got  ftrength  againft  fin  till  then,  but  this  has  con¬ 
quered  difficulties,  Rom.  viii.  37,  38.  lt  In  all  thefe 
“  things  we  overcome,  for  I  am  perfwaded,”  See.  So 
you  coming  helpleft?  to  a  Chrift,  all  his  Itrength  is  yours 
by  covenant.  Re  perfwaded  he  cannot  go  from  his 
word:  but  yet  we  mult  ufe  other  means  fanftified  by 
Chrift;  for  Chrift  worketh  by  means.  And  there¬ 
fore, 

II.  Find  out  where  the  caufe  of  all  your  negligence 
and  lloth  lies  in  not  doing  the  Lord’s  work,  nay  of 
your  doing  Satan’s  work.  It  may  be  you  will  fay,  you 
cannot;  I  know  there  is  that  in  faints  in  parts,  but 
this  is  not  the  main;  therefore  I  will  tell  you  thus, 

1.  Before  converfion  the  main  wound  of  men  is 
their  will,  Video  meliora  proboq ;  deqteriora  fequofr  2 
Hence  John  viii.  44.  “  His  lulls  ye  will  do.”  Hence 

Mat.  xxiii.  37.  “  You  would  not:”  they  fay  hence 

we  have  a  will;  I  fay  no.  And  hence  we  anfwer  that 
great  objection  for  poffibilities  to  keep  all  laws  by  uni- 
verfal  grace,  which  it  is  unjuft  to  punilh  for  not  doing 
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tnat  a  man  cannot  do.  We  anfwer,  There  is  a  double 
impotency.  Ex  infirmitate ,  or  Ex  nialignitate ,  when 
men  will  not,  Prov  xi.  12,  13. 

2.  Hence  it  follows  after  converfion,  though  the 
will  is  changed,  fo  that  a  man  would,  but  cannot  do 
many  things,  Ex  infirmitate ,  yet  the  great  cau  e  why  he 
cannot  do  more  is  from  the  remnant  of  malignity  not 
yet  removed.  A  man  will  fleep,  he  loves  it,  and  fe- 
cretly  loaths  the  ways  of  the  Lord:  Hence  the  church, 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  17.  complains  of  this.  A  man  fhall  find  his 
heart  wills  the  end  exceedingly,  but  when  he  comes 
to  will  the  means,  there  his  heart  is  weary  of  them, 
and  loaths  them;  a  man  will  be  carelefs,  and  this 
being  not  feen  is  not  fought  againft.  Sin  is  vilified, 
and  hence  the  enemy  to  all  good  remains  Hill.  It  is 
an  old  rule,  Tantum  poffutnus ,  quantum  vohunus .  Get 
Chrift  to  help  here. 

3.  Make  this  your  laft;  end,  to  live  unto  Chrift, 
and  to  do  his  work:  Hence  Paul  did  not  account  his 
life  dear;  this  is  your  laft  end;  for  the  end  of  being 
born  by  faith,  nay,  of  being  redeemed  by  blood,  it  is 
to  live  unto  Chrift,  Tit.  ii.  11.  When  you  cry  for 
faith,  and  peace,  and  affurance,  that  is  not  your  end, 
for  he  that  does  fo  is  a  very  hypocrite,  and  has  a  falfe 
heart,  but  it  is  to  live  to  Chrift:  Hence  Paul,  Phil, 
iii.  9,  10.  12,  13.  fought  to  be  found  in  him,  but 
further  to  know  him,  &c.  The  Father  is  glorified  in 
our  bringing  forth  much  fruit.  Hence  make  it  your 
laft  end,  and  then  your  happinefs  will  lie  in  adding  thus, 
and  that  is  a  man’s  happinefs  he  is  carried  to  with 
mod  infinite  delight.  For  prefs  people  to  do  Chrift’s 
work,  their  hearts  are  dead;  tell  them  the  Lord  Tefus 
fhall  have  a  name  by  what  they  do  for  him,  yet  dead, 
becaif  e  that  is  not  their  laft  end.  But  come  to  this, 
now  it  will  do;  a  man  cannot  bear  a  crofs,  yet  let 
him  confider,  the  Lord  fhall  gain  though  I  do  not; 
fo  for  faith,  fo  for  any  other  duty.  Men  think  it 
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good,  but  not  their  greateft  good.  Hence,  fee  Chrift 
better  than  thyfelf,  and  his  honour  better  than  thvfelf, 
and  his  honour  better  than  thy  glory  lorever.  Hence 
the  Lord  denies  us  help,  becaufe  we  afk  it  for  our  lulls, 
nor  for  himfelf,  James  iv.  3. 

4.  Keep  tliofe  glorious  apprehenfions  of  the  Lord 
and  his  ways,  which  you  have  fometimes  in  an  ordi¬ 
nance:  You  are  fometimes  near  the  Lord,  and  you  then 
fee  a  beauty  in  Chriit,  in  his  wavs,  and  then  thinkeft 
ihall  Lever  wrong  him  more?  then  (hall  you  come 
and  lofe  your  light,  and  fo  you  ever  lofe  your  Urength 
and  life.  Hence  Epiw  v.  it.  It  is  as  with  a  man 
that  eats,  but  he  loofeth  and  fpends  his  fpirits,  he  can 
do  no  more  work,  but  faints  awavr:  fee  2  Pet.  ii.  9. 
Stephen  can  be  content  to  have  Hones  about  his  ears, 
when  he  can  fay,  u  I  fee  Jehus.”  And  hence  when 
thofe  glorious  apprehenfions  come  into  your  minds, 
(lamp  them  there;  for  let  up  other  images  of  other 
things,  your  minds  and  your  hearts  will  bow  down 
every  moment  to  them.  D  >es  not  Ch rill’s  Spirit  do 
all?  yes,  but  by  this  medium,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  “  As 

64  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.” 

SECT.  IV. 

u/e  4.  Aft  ER  you  have  done  your  work,  be  ever 
humble,  and  be  ready  to  give  the  Lord  the  honour  of 
Ids  grace,  that  ever  he  gave  any  thing  to  you,  that 
ever  he  did  any  thing  by  you;  for  the  lall  end  of  all 
the  eleft,  it  is  to  ad  mite  and  honour  the  riches  of 

/  4 

God’s  grace,  Eph.  i.  5,  6.  Hence  the  fall  was  per¬ 
mitted;  never  fhould  grace  have  been  feen,  if  fin  and 
mifery  had  not  come  in.  Now,  if  this  be  our  lall  end 
in  glory,  then  the  heart  is  ready  10  have  immediate 
fellowfhip  with  Chrill  there,  when  it  is  ready  to  aft 
for  its  lall  end.  Hence,  it  is  frequent  in  the  Plalms, 
when  David  w as  in  any  llrait,  wanted  any  mercy,  nay* 
the  prefence  of  the  Lord  here;  this  is  the  lall  end  he 
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purfues,  the  Lift  word  he  fpeaks  before  the  Lord., 
“  My  frui  ftall  blefs  thee,”  as  Pfal.  lxiii.  3,  4.  and 
hence  when  ad  his  enemies  were  lubdued,  and  he 
ready  to  lay  all  in  the  duft,  he  gives  the  Lord  all, 
2  Sam.  xxii.  per  totum ,  and  xxiii  5.  Beloved,  this  is 
heaven’s  work;  Q  learn  this  fong  before  you  go  there, 
which  none  can  learn  but  the  redeemed  "and  fealed  of 
the  Lord,  Rev-  xiv.  3,  John  i.  xiv.  It  is  writ  of 
Chrill,  he  was  u  full  of  grace  and  truth;”  do  you  ever 
think  to  meet  with  him,  that  get  not  your  hearts  full 
of  the  fenfe  of  it  ?  , 

Before  I  come  therefore  to  prefs  this,  I  fhall  premife 
ihefe  two  things, 

Firfl,  That  the  Lord  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
people,  feeks  laftly  to  bring  about  the  glory  of  his 
grace:  he  regards  nothing  men  do,  if  at  laft  they  deny 
him  this:  he  refpe&s  not  what  fins  and  evils  men  have, 
if  at  lall  he  gets  this,  for  this  is  his  la  ft  end;  hence  all 
he  doth  to  his  people,  for  his  people,  by  his  people,  it 
is  for  this*  And  hence 

1.  He  leaves  them  a  long  time  in  their  graves  and 
fins,  that  they  live  like  other  men,  which  is  ftrange,  that 
he  that  has  loved  them  fo  ‘long,  ftioold  leave  them  fo 
long  to  be  as  had  as  any,  yet  this  he  doth,  becaufe  it 
makes  for  the  praife  of  his  grace,  Ephef.  ii.  4,  7.  8, 

Dead  in  fin,  that  in  ages  to  come,”  &c.  And  this 
d  th  fo  confound  God’s  people,  that  they  wifh  not 
only  heaven,  but  earth,  and  ages  to  come  may  record 
this  love. 

2.  Hence  out  of  men  fallen,  lie  picks  out  ufually 
the  pooreft  and  vileft,  the  younger  brother  lefs  loved 
out  of  a  family,  leaves  the  elder,  Rom.  ix.  n.  and 
“  the  foolifh,  and  weak  things,  and  things  that  are 
<c  not,  that  no  fiefh  might  glory,  but  in  the  Lord,” 
I  Cor.  i.  26.  31.  and  this  is  ftrange  that  the  Lord 
fhould  chufe  thus,  but  this  he  doth  to  blur  the  glory 
of  all  the  world. 

3.  Hence  the  Lord  faves  by  faith,  and  juftifies  by 

faith, 
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faith,  and  feals  by  faith,  Eph.  i.  13.  and  fan£lifies  by 
faith,  and  glorifies  by  faith,  1  Pet.  i.  3.  So  that  all 
a  Chriftian’s  life  is  a  beggar’s  life,  and  it  is  ilrange  the 
Lord  Humid  choofe  the  bafelt,  pooreit  grace  to  lave 
by;  and  the  end  is  the  glory  of  his  grace,  Rom.  iv.  x6» 
It  is  of  faith  that  it  might  be  of  grace. 

4.  The  Lord  leaves  many  wants  in  his  people, 
under  which  they  fit  fighing,  and  that  fometime  very 
long,  refufeth  to  hear  their  prayers,  that  they  may 
repair  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  fo  in  concluiion 
bleis  grace,  Heb.  iv.  16. 

5.  Hence  the  Lord  takes  away  fometimes  thofe 
feelings,  thofe  enlargements  they  had,  and  baits  them 
with  mod  vexing  fins,  and  pricking  diitempers, 
2  Cor.  xii.  7.  9.  and  it  is  to  advance  grace. 

6.  Hence  the  Lord  is  fometimes  angry  with  his 
people,  and  hides  his  face  from  them,  that  if  ever  he 
returns  in  love,  his  grace  may  be  the  Tweeter,  and  lalt 
the  longer,  I  fa.  liv.  7.  Nay,  hence  fometimes  drips 
them  fo  of  all  that  they  have  had,  or  can  do,  that  if 
you  aft:  what  have  you  now  to  fay  for  yourfelves? 
nothing  but  grace,  their  mouths  are  ftopt.  Hence 
Ffalm  vi.  “  Lord  fave  me  for  thy  mercies  fake.” 
Pfalm  li.  11.  According  to  the  multitude  of  thy 
“  mercies, v  &c. 

7.  Hence  the  Lord  fpeaks  peace  to  his  people,  that 
they  may  fay,  I  was  fo  vile,  and  yet.  loved;  O  grace! 
O  love!  Ezek.  xvi.  63.  When  they  fee  nothing  but 
ftiame,  and  fhame  covers  them,  and  are  afraid  to  appear 
before  God,  it  is  for  this  end.  I  wiiPname  no  more. 
Do  you  not  obferve  it?  Sometimes  you  ilia  1 1  find  the 
Lord  fo  ftrangely  carrying  matters,  as  if  he  did  not 
love  nor  care  for  his  people,  againlt  the  hair  and 
grain  of  their  defires,  and  when  all  comes  to  winding 
up,  it  is  to  advance  grace.  All  a  man’s  good  days, 
and  bad  days,  all  God’s  frowns  and  fmiles,  all  the 
Lord’s  food  and  phyfjc,  all  God  cares  for,  works, 
plots  for,  it  is  to  do  his  people  no  more  hurt  than 
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this  to  advance  his  grace  in  them,  and  by  them. 
All  his  he  wings  and  hammerings  of  you,  nay,  his 
knocking  you  to  pieces,  and  new  melting,  and  new 
Caihng  of  you,  it  is  that  you  may  be  veffds  of  his 
glorious  grace,  that  you  may  be  able  to  live  in  the 
air  of  God’s  grace,  to  fuck  in,  and  breath  out  grace; 
ami  let  all  the  power  ol  hell  leek  to  blur  it,  yet  grace 
fhall  conquer.  Who  would  not  be  under  grace?  O 
pooi  creature!  Satan  is  tempting,  fin  vexing,  yet 
grace  mull  reign. 

Secondly,  T.  his  I  fay,  that  God’s  own  people  do 
by  llrange  ways  and  courfes  deny  the  Loro,  and  de¬ 
prive  the  Lord  of  the  glory  of  his  rich  grace;  for 
that  being  the  diamond  in  God’s  crown,  and  the  be¬ 
loved  attribute  w  ,ich  God  intends  to  advance,  all  the 
policy  hell  is  again  11  this;  this  is  the  realon  why 
Satan’s  enmity  is  fo  bitter  againit  faith,  as  in  Peter; 
and  obferve,  however  there  be  many  temptations,  his 
end  is  to  ci ullt  faith;  the  realon  is,  as  it  is  with  an 
enemy,  i:  the  befteged  has  water  brought  to  the  city 
by  pipes,  he  ctus  off  them  and  Hops  them;  fo  faith 
fetching  all  from  grace,  and  returning  all  to  grace, 
hence  faith  is  oppoled  moll;  and  hence  ihe  unrege¬ 
nerate  pai  t  will  take  Satan’s  part,  and  doth  llrangely 
rob  the  Lord  of  the  glory  of  this;  though  I  confefs  the 
Lord  will  have  it  for  all  that  they  feek  to  fcatter  it, 
lia.  xliii.  21,  22.  It  is  llrange  to  lee  how  few  plot 
for  the  praife  of  grace;  lienee,  how  many  are  Araitned, 
nay,  do  crofs  Chrilt  in  this.  As, 

i.  If  the  Lord  give  them  not  what  grace  they 
would,  then  they  flight  what  little  he  bellows;  and 
if  lie  gives  them  much,  then  they  folace  themfelves 
in  it,  and  grow  puft  up  and  proud.  It  is  the  temper 
of  God’s  own  people  to  let  up  Inch  a  meafure  of  God’s 
grace  and  Spirit  which  they  would  have,  and  therein 
thev  do  well:  Paul,  Phil.  iii.  ti.  looked  to  the  refur. 
redtion  of  the  dead;  but  if  the  Lord  denies  them  that 
(as  he  will  make  his  people  live  from  hand  to-  mouth), 
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they  flight  what  they  have,  either  as  if  all  were  but 
hypocrify,  or  becaufe  it  is  but  little,  not  to  much 
as  they  would  have,  and  herein  they  do  ill;  lor 
here  the  Lord  lofeth  the  glory  of  iome  grace,  lor 
it  is  grace  that  you  have  the  lea  It  defires  alter; 
nay,  that  you  do"  but  know  what  it  is  and  fee  the 
want  of  it,  and  yet  ever  complaining,  and  never 
rejoicing;  for  every  degree  of  grace  in  faints,  is 
virtually  faving,  though  formally  common.  Lut 
fuppofe  the  Lord  fills  the  bottle  lull,  and  gives  as, 
much  peace,  affections,  enlargements  of  heart,  as  it 
has  aim  oil  required  (tor  there  are  Ipring-tides,  and 
Over-flowing  times  ot  God’s  Spirit),  now  they  are 
ready  to  Iwell,  and  be  putt  up  above  meaiuie,  as 
Paul,  2  Cor.  xii.  7.  “  Leil  1  fhould  be  exalted  above 
<<  meafure;”  lor  there  is  fell-love  in  taints.  Hence 
they  defire  an  excellency  in  themfelves:  hence,  when, 
they  find  none  ot  their  own,  they  are  apt  to  deck  and 
fet  out  them  (elves  with  what  the  Lord  has  done,  and 
fo  to  joy  in  this,  and  now  to  think  themlelves  better 
than  others  of  God’s  faints,  whereas  they  fhouid.be 
more  vile,  and  advance  grace  the  more,  Eph.  iii.  8. 
“  To  me  the  leaft  of  faints  ”  And  hence  the  Lord 


after  greateli  deliverances  and  mercies  lends  great  tor- 
rows,  as  to  them  in  the  wildernefs.  Hence  the  Lord 
takes  away  affeftions,  and  they  die,  that  grace  might 
be  the  more  advanced. 

2.  If  the  fins  of  their  hearts  are  common,  and  can¬ 
not  be  removed,  and  lo  teem  little,  then  they  pals 
them  by,  and  never  take  notice  of  them,  God  will 
pardon  them,  and  hence  the  Lord  has  lad  times  ot 
reckoning  (with  a  rod  in  his  hand)  with  his  own 
people,  Ezek.  vi.  9.  That  thofe  loofe  times  are  heavy 
times,  this  is  for  my  negledt,  &c. ;  but  hereby  grace 
lofeth  glory ;  for  how  can  they  lee  how  deeply 
they  are  indebted  to  the  Lord,  if  they  cannot  fee 
their  debt?  on  the  other  fide,  if  .their  fins  be 
very  violent,  and  their  diftempers  to  firong,  that 
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they  think  none  like  me,  now  their  hearts  fink,  and 
die  a«ray  and  grow  d.fcouraged,  and  all  the  ufe  they 

ZTr  13  !  *  rflY  WiU  never  be  better  with  nie, 
and  can  there  be  life  for  me  fo  dead,  deliverance,  re! 

demption  for  me  m  fuch  bondage,  love  for  one  that 

cannot  but  1-ath  mylelf,  and  if  other?  did  know  me, 

they  would  do  io  too.  Can  the  Lord  fove  me  now? 

les  beloved  that  he  can  and  will,  lfa.  lxiii.  l6. 

I  hough  Abraham  know  us  not,  yet,”  8tc.  But 
here  is  your  fin,  when  you  fliould  make  this  ufe  of 
all,  to  feel  the  more  need  of  grace  to  pity,  and  fay 
the  more  precious  fhall  grace  be  to  me  forever:  your 
hearts  now  fink.  The  Lord  brings  his  people  into 
very  low  condition  to  humble  them,  and  to  Ihew 
them  more  of  his  grace,  Pfal.  lxxviii.  19.  “  Can  God 

prepare  a  table?”  they  fpake  therein  again!!  God: 

io  it  is  here;  for  herein  the  Lord’s  grace  is  feen  to 
love  them  when  lepers. 

3.  Grace  that  has  been  fhewn  for  times  pa!!,  they 
forget  it,  2  Pet.  i.  9.  And  what  is  this  but  deilroying 
G‘id  s  grace?  !or  why  is  grace  fo  precious  at  fir  It 
converfion,  that  heaven  and^earth  are  too  little  to  hold 
praifes  enough  for  it  ?  And  afterward,  the  Lord  has 
little  love,  O  you  forget  what  once  you  were,  and 
what  the  Lord  lias  done.;  hence  1  Tim.  i.  13,  14.  J 
was  fo  and  fo,  8tc.  but  now  have  received  abundant 
grace.  You  have  had  many  meetings'  with  God, 
many  anfwers  from  God,  many  confolations  and  times 
of  re  fie  filing  and  reviving,  and  thele  forgotten  and 
buried,  the  life  of  them  after  a  year  or  two  expired. 
And  what  is  this  but  eclipfing  God’s  grace?  On  the 
other  fide,  as  for  grace  for  time  to  come,  they  fear  it, 
efpecially  when  worms  and  no  men  in  their  own  eyes! 
Hence  faith  God,  “  Fear  not,  worm  Jacob,”  lfa.  xli. 
s 4-*  1  here  is  a  certain  divining  fpirit  ^as  one  once 

told  me),  that  until  that  was  pulled  out,  no  honour 
can  the  Lord  get.  Before  you  come  to  word  or 
prayer,  thou  wilt  fear  thou  fhalt  never  get  any  good; 

'  and 
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and  when  the  Lord  gives  any,  thou  wilt  fear  thou 
ihalt  never  hold  out;  and  vvliat  promife  foever  is 
made,  thou  wilt  fear  them  fhalt  never  find  it.  And 
what  does  this  but  eclipfe  grace?  we  fhould  go  with 
boldnefs  to  the  throne  of  grace;  nay,  hence,  let  the 
Lord  fend  never  fo  much  mercy  for  the  preient,  a  fear 
will  cut  off  all,  that  all  this  will  rile  up  in  judgment 
again  It  me. 

4.  When  they  are  molt  fit  to  honour  God’s  grace 
by  faith,  now  they  will  not  believe,  not  then  above 
any  other  time:  for  then  a  man  is  molt  fit  to  honour 
grace,  when  he  feels  molt  need  of  it:  and  when  hath 
he  moft  need,  but  when  he  feels  molt  emptinefs?  why 
now  above  any  other  time  a  man  will  not  come  in, 
but  will  have  fomewhat  in  himfelf  firlt,  and  then  he 
will,  when  his  heart  is  fo  and  fo  fweetly  fettled,  Sec. 
Hence  Luke  xivu  poor,  and  blind,  and  lame,  and  halt 
compelled  to  come  in:  one  would  think  there  needed 
not  that;  but  now  when  fitted,  now  they  will  not: 
for  let  any  man  obferve  what  would  endear  his  heart 
fo  much  to  grace  as  this  :  to  think  if  it  be  the  Lord’s 
mind  to  fave  a  poor,  dead,  fcondemned  creature,  then 
happy  I!  This  is  wonderful,  this  hath  quickened 
dead  love,  and  dead  faith,  and  a  dead  heart.  And 
on  the  other  fide,  if  the  Lord  delay,  if  it  comes  not  at 
their  own  time,  then  they  diftruft  it:  Grace!  alas!  I 
feel  myfelf  never  a  whit  better:  For  there  be  two 
things  in  faith, 

Fird,  A  coming  to  Chrid,  which  is  our  work,  that 
is,  God’s  work  in  us. 

Secondly,  Receiving  what  I  come  for  from  Chrift, 
which  is  the  Lord’s  work:  Now,  the  fird  gives  evi¬ 
dence  he  lb  all  have  it,  John  vi.  35.  37.  Hence  the 
Lord  will  have  them  rejoice  in  what  Chrid  hath,  as* 
“  my  grace  is  fufficient;”  but  if  it  comes  not  prefently* 
then  they  cad  off  faith,  and  fo  call  away  grace,  I  feel 
bo  good:  hence  John  iv,  48,  Sec.  1  know  there  is  a 

feeding 
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feeming  coming  to  Chrift,  to  have  the  grace  of  Chrift; 
and  fin  too,  and  this  you  may  well  call  off:  and  a 
coming  for  his  grace  and  Spirit  only,  and  you  defpife 
grace,  and  diilrult  the  Lord  if  you  call  off  this,  or 
you  leek  to  put  the  Lord  out  of  his  working  by  a  co¬ 
venant  of  grace  (where  he  takes  his  time  as  he  pleafes), 
and  give  a  flat  lie  to  all  promifes  of  grace,  and  refute 
to  be  contented  with  Chriil’s  grace,  that  thou  mighteft 

have  the  more  attributed  to  thyfelf,  and  the  Lord  the 

lei's. 

5.  Either  they  think  not  of  the  exceeding  greatnefs 
of  the  Lord’s  love  and  free  grace  to  them ;  and  hence 
Paul  bows  to  heaven  for  this,  Eph.  iii.  16,  17.  And 
hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  look  as  it  is  with  fweet 
things,  fwallow  them  down  in  the  lump,  you  never 
take  the  fweetnefs  to  purpofe,  nor  never  commend 
them;  fo  it  is  when  men  (wallow  down  God’s  love, 
and  chew  not  upon  it;  whereas  if  they  did  but  think  of 
it,  O  how  fweet  would  it  be!  Pfalm  Ixiii.  5,  6.  Lord 
how  many  days  and  weeks  are  fpent  thus?  It  is  appa¬ 
rent,  you  have  the  profeffion  of  a  Chriftian  life;  but 
do  you  tafle  the  fweetnefs «of  a  Ghriltian  courfe?  No: 
why  if  you  did  think,  you  would;  but  you  are  weary 
at  night,  ileepy  in  the  morning,  bufy  in  the  day,  dead 
on  the  Sabbath:  hence  think  not,  hence  give  not  God 
the  glory  of  grace:  or  if  they  do  think  of  it,  and  the 
greatnefs  of  it,  then  they  cannot  think  fo  great  things 
Ihoultl  be  given  unto  them,  or  done  for  them :  that 
God  fhould  love  me  as  his  l'on,  make  me  an  heir  of 
all  he  has  with  him,  redeem  me  that  have  defpifed 
his  blood:  it  is  too  good  news  to  be  true.  Hence 
the  difciples  believed  not  for  joy,  Luke  xxiv.  41. 
Hence,  when  delivered  out  of  Babel,  we  were  in  a 
dream  ;  this  robs  the  Lord  of  grace  ;  for  the  greater 
the  love  is,  and  the  more  you  take,  the  more  love  fhall 
the  Lord  have;  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  if  you  come  to 
fay  this  is  mine. 

6.  Either  they  will  pore  only  on  their  fins,  and 

diftempers, 
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diftempers,  and  miferies,  and  never  look  unto  Chrift: 
the  brazen  ferpent,  and  fearch  for  a  righteoufnefs  of 
their  own,  and  cannot  find  it,  and  hence  pore  Hill. 
As  when  men  have  wounds,  they  only  think,  on  them, 
that  when  awakened  out  of  fleep,  they  complain  in 
their  beds  like  the  Israelites,  Exod.  vi.  9.  that  would 
not  hear  Moes  becaufe  of  anguifh.  As  the  impotent 
man  anfwered  Chrill,  John  v,  5,  6,  7.  u  Wilt  thou 
“  be  made  whole?”  he  turns  his  eyes  upon  his  mifery, 
“  I  have  none  elfe  to  help  me  at  the  time;”  here  is 
but  this  means,  and  when  I  come  myfelf,  others  Hep 
in  before  me,  &c.  Now,  fo  do  men,  and  never  look 
beyond  means,  the  Lord  can,  the  Lord  will,  and  fo 
eye  not  him:  or,  on  the  other  fide,  if  they  get  healing 
of  their  wounds,  then  they  eye  Chrift  only,  Eph.  ii.  6. 
Tney  were  exalted  in  heavenly  places,  yet  remember, 
as  verfe  11,  12.  For  let  any  Chriftian  fee  he  is 
poor  and  miferable,  but  he  is  not  much  affedled  with 
it,  nor  affliAed  with  it,  and  fo  eye  Chrift,  and  truft 
to  Chrift,  and  eafe  himfelf  here,  and  fay  we  muft 
look  only  to  Chrift,  either  you  will  hear  of  his  fall 
(yea,  and  himfelf  fhall  find  a  decay),  or  he  will  grow 
very  proud,  unfit  to  give  all  to  Chrift.  Is  there  grace 
here  ? 

7.  Either,  if  the  Lord  gives  him  any  thing  himfelf 
and  mercy,  he  will  now  add  fomething  of  his  own  to 
Chrift,  and  pull  the  veil  of  the  law  over  the  face  of  the 
glory  of  Chrift,  GaL  i.  6.  or  elfe  do  nothing  at  all  for 
him,  unlefs  it  be  when  the  good  fit  takes  him,  under 
a  pretence  that  Chrift  muft  do  all;  as  here  the  five 
wife  virgins  that  fell  afteep :  and  thus  you  fee  how 
grace  is  oppofed  by  the  children  of  grace.  Now 
therefore  my  exhortation  is,  to  take  heed  of  this,  and 
be  ever  ready  to  attribute  all  to  the  Lord,  as  they 
cried  when  the  fecond  temple  w as  building  from  be¬ 
ginning  to  the  end,  Zecli.  iv.  6,  7.  fo  that  thou  waft 
fpared  fo  long,  that  called  by  means  that  the  Lord 
fliould  by  faith  accept,  that  he  fhould  fpeak  peace, 
.  ^  '  this 
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tnis  is  grace,  that  though  viie,  yet  he  will  fave  me: 
it  is  grace,  that  though  {  can  do  nothing,  yet  he  will 

help  me,  and  afterwards  crown  me:  O  this  is  wonder¬ 
ful  grace  l  And, 

Firlt,  Do  not  only  give  the  Lord  the  glory  of 
grace  to  redeem  you  from  mifery;  for  this  you  may 
do,  and  be  lull  ready  to  give  it,  yet  perifli  at  lall  as 
the  Israelites  that  fang  God’s  praifes  did,  but  that  he 
will  lave  thee  from  greater,  that  is,  from  fin.  And, 

Secondly,  Not  only  when  you  leel  nothin?,  but 
when  you  feel  mod,  O  to  honour  grace!  And,  " 

Fluidly,  Not  to  do  it  coldly,  but  with  a  heart  in¬ 
flamed  with  a  fenfe  of  it,  that  I  live,  1  have,  1  do,  I 
am  what  1  am:  O,  it  is  grace.  So  that  nolv,  if  the 
Lord  fhall  come  and  'afk  you,  what  will  you  fay,  if  I 
will  deliver  you  from  all  mifery,  fubdue  all  fins,’  pafs 
by  all  wrong,  hear  all  prayers,  do  all  good  to  thee, 
do  much  good  by  thee,  love  thee  every  moment,  give 
a  kingdom  when  thy  work  is  done  to  thee,  and  my- 
felf  better  than  all?  fay,  Lord  I  can  never  recommence 
this ,  1  fhall  be,  1  hope,  the  more  vile  in  my  own  eyes 
forever,  and  give  all  to  grace.  O  ling  that  fong,  or 
get  that  long  by  heart  now;  for  Rev.  vii.  10.  there  is 
a  fong,  “  Salvation  to  the  Lamb,”  which  none  elfe 
could  fing.  This  is  our  work,  and  a  great  work 
indeed. 

Suicft.  How  fhall  I  do  this? 

Anf.  1.  Get  a  new  light  from  the  Lord  to  fliew 
you  clearly  the  infinite,  endlefs,  unknown  evil  of  the 
leaf!  fin;  Paul  was  a  proud  Pharifee  until  he  faw  fin,', 
and  ler.  iii.  24,  25.  for  if  fin  be  feen,  one  finile,  one 
day,  nay,  a  moment’s  breathing-time  in  this  world  will 
be  matter  of  amazement  to  thee  after  all  thou  had,  and 
had  done:  much  more,  when  thou  feed  fo  many  fins, 
and  that  in  every  thing:  Intreat  the  Lord  to  do  this. 
We  walk  up  and  down  the  world,  and  fay  we  fin  and 
grieve  the  Lord;  but  O!  it  is  not  known;  happy 
art  thou  if  the  Lord  has  difeovered  it;  then  thou  wilt 

fay, 
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fay,  Why  doth  the  Lord  do  any  thing- for  me?  could 
not  he  pick  out  Hones,  nay  toads  that  never  finned 
again!!  him,  rather  than  me  to  enjoy  him,  efpecially  13 
fm  vile  in  thee,  fo  near  God,  and  fo  near  heaven  too. 
Angels  were  hurled  down  for  one  fin. 

2.  Set  a  high  price  upon  a  little  grace;  a  man  will 
be  exceeding  humbly  thankful  for  the  giving  a  little 
of  that  which  he  highly  efieems,  much  more  forgiving 
much  of  what  we  value.  The  poor  woman  of  Canaan, 
Mat.  xv.  was  glad  of  crumbs.  How  thankful  do  you 
think  fhe  was  for  loaves?  that  made  her  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  all;  “  Be  it  as  thou  wilt;”  fo  it  (hall  be  with  you; 
for  if  you  prize  a  little,  O  when  all  fhatl  be  given,  this 
will  fwallow  you  up  into  grace.  And  it  is  certain, 

.  there  is  never  a  mercy  but  it  is  great,  if  you  ccnfider 
him  that  gives  it,  who  receives  it,  him  that  bought  it. 
But  the  mod  of  God’s  grace  in  us  appears  to  be  but 
f m all;  hence  we  prize  it  not,  and  hence  never  ready  to 
give  all  to  the  Lord  again. 

3.  Learn  to  put  a  difference  between  your  double 
being:  for  every  Chriftian  has  a  double  being:  1.  la 
himfelf.  2.  He  has  a  fubfiftence  in  Chrift.  Now 
look  upon  yourfelves  as  in  yourfelves,  you  will  ever 
complain  there;  ever  dead,  and  never  have  your  hearts 
ready  to  blefs  the  Lord.  If  you  only  look  on  your¬ 
felves  in  Chrift,  you  wifi  be  proud,  and  never  give  the 
Lord  honour.  I  fay  therefore,  put  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two;  for  men  appropriating  to  themfelves 
what  is  Chrift’s,  they  rob  Chrilt  of  his  glory.  Hence 
Paul  fo  humble,  1  Cor.  xv.  10,  11.  For,  if  you  look 
uponyourfelf,  I  am  dead,  guilty,  condemned,  weak,  here 
will  be  fhame;  if  any  life,  or  grace,  this  is  Chrift’s. 
As  a  man  on  a  mount  is  the  fame  man,  no  taller,  only 
the  mountain  makes  him  fo;  fo  think  of  thyfelf.  Or 
as  a  mud-wall,  the  fun  lhines  on  it,  but  in  itfelf  it  is  a 
mud-wall  Hill;  all  the  warmth  is  from  the  fun. 

4.  Learn  to  love  grace;  what  we  love  we  will  feek 
the  good  of  more  than  our  own?  and  commend  it. 
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Firfl,  It -is  the  only  fir  ft  mover  of  all  our  good: 
thou  fhouldft  never  have  had  a  drachm  of  peace  or 
mercy.  Why  haft  it?  The  Lord  will  have  it  fo, 
gtacc  pleads  it  may  be  fo;  this  is  the  only  petitioner 
at  court  againlt  the  cry  of  fin,  againft'the  cry  of 
juftice. 

Secondly,  It  is  t!ie  only  fupport  under  the  heavieft 
evils;  fo  me  times  God  frowns,  and  hell  fmokes,  and 
oatan  tempts,  and  fin  ragetb,  and  it  may  be  no  feeling 
of  grace,  no  1  eafon  to  ihew  there  fhali  ever  be  any ; 
now  what  have  you  done,  what  will  you  do  ?  Fly 
for  refuge  to  the  promife  of  grace,  Heb.  vi.  18.  It 
is  fuch  a  friend  as  holds  up  the  head  when  finking, 
when  dying  holds  that,  when  all  fails,  and  againlt 
which  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail.  To  him  that 
lays  hold  on  grace,  this  is  wonderful.  Paul  was  a 
man  taken  with  grace  ;  hence,  he  every  where  com¬ 
mends  it,  “  I  was  received  to  mercy,”  &c.  i  Tim.  i. 
13.  I4- 

5.  oee  how  the  Lord  loves  that  thou  fhouldft  honour 
it,  for  the  greateft  honour  grace  has,  is  by  faith ; 
hence  they  are  put  for  one,  Rom.  iv.  16.  and  the 
great  caufe  why  faith  ftirs  not,  is  becaufe  he  fees  not 
how  the  Lord  fhali  have  by  it;  the  praife  of  his  rich 
grace,  nor  how  the  Lord  loves  it  fhould  do  fo.  For, 
if  a  man  did  fef  how  by  faith  he  fhali  honour  grace, 
and  how  the  Lord  is  pleafed  with  it,  it  would  draw 
the  heart  to  be  allured,  and  to  blefs  grace;  for  when 
the  foul  feels  ltfel f  at  word,  why  doth  it  not  believe? 

I  fhali  prefume:  True,  if  you  have  this  only  in  your 
eye  to  lave  yourfelf ;  but  if  the  Spirit  prefents  the 
glory  of  grace,  and  this  draws  your  will  that  you  will 
glorify  grace,  then  you  will  fay  it  is  no  preemption 
fo  to  do,  and  fo  to  believe;  for  the  Lord  loves  his 
grace,  and  all  means  for  the  glory  of  grace.  Hence, 
he  will  ufe  faith  for  that  end,  to  honour  grace.  Oh 
therefore  fee  how  the  Lord  loves  to  have  thee  honour 
it.  This  gives  God’s  heart  full  reft;  this  is  that 

which 
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which  he  defires  mod,  beeaufe  it  is  his  end:  This  is 
that  which  all  the  bufmefs  of  the  world  is  for:  O  fee 
how  he  loves  it !  and  then  you  will  love  to  adt  thus. 
Now  fet  upon  this  lad  work:  look  over  all  your  life,, 
and  like  bees  gather  honey  from  every  flower,  and 
then  come  loaden  home;  fo  do  you,  and  look  over 
all  the  Lord’s  love,  turn  over  all  the  leaves  of  it:  The 
Lord  has  called  me;  Why?  It  is  beeaufe  Chrift  has 
redeemed;  and  why  that?  beeaufe  the  Father  has  chofen: 
And  why  me  ?  To  glorify  his  grace:  And  why  me  rather 
than  another?  No  reafon,  but  he  would.  This  I  doubt 
not  will  be  the  work  of  heaven,  I  am  glorified  beeaufe 
called,  beeaufe  redeemed,  beeaufe  elected,  for  none 
other  reafon  why,  and  here  aftonifhed.  You  have  not 
Chriflian  hearts  in  you,  that  will  now  have  no  care  to 
do  this  work  there  before  you  are  turned  off  the  ftage: 
you  poor  doubting  fpirits,  that  fee  io  much  vilenefs, 
and  cannot  be  perfuaded,  be  not  difeouraged.  W ait 
for  the  Lord,  and  fay,  if  he  (hall  fave,  I  fhali  forever 
love  him  the  more.  Now  hold  here,  and  be  ready  to 
do  fo,  and  it  is  certain  thou  art  a  veffel  of  glory,  ready 
to  fing  the  fong  of  the  Lamb,  and  fhalt  follow  him 
wherever  he  goes. 

1  * ,  1  1  ■*  *  v  » 
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CHAP.  IX.  SECT.  I. 


Concerning  the  SouPs  immediate  clojing  with  the  Perjon 
of  Cbrzfty  as  the  proper  objedl  of  faving  faith. 

\  . 

3.  Went  forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroom . 

ERE  needs  the  explication  of  three  things: 

I.  Who  is  the  Bridegroom  ? 

Anf.  The  conclufion  of  this  parable  is  the  expli¬ 
cation  of  this,  viz.  the  Son  of  Man,  the  Lord  Jelus 
Chrift,  who,  according  to  the  feveral  conditions,  or 
difpofitions  the  church  is  in,  appears  to  his  church 
under  feveral  relations  and  titles.  The  church  is  op- 
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preflTed  by  her  enemies,  he  appears  now  to  her  as  her 
prince  and  king:  the  church  wants  wifdom,  light,  and 
life,  he  appears  now  unto  her  as  an  head.  The  church 
has  been  leeking  of  his  love,  and  yielding  herfelf  to 
the  obedience  of  him  as  her  Lord:  at  lait  he  appears 
more  fully  to  her  as  an  hufband,  or  as  a  bridegroom 
with  whom  {he  is  to  have  her  neareft  and  everlalting 
fellowlhip  and  communion,  and  f>  here.  And  when 
Chrift  comes  to  lhew  molt  fpecial  love,  and  to  have 
molt  fpecial  fellowlhip  with  his  people,  he  thus  Itiles 
himfelf,  Ifa.  liv.  5,  6.  So  John  iii.  29.  And  when 
the  church  has  tailed  that  love,  Ihe  calls  him  fo. 

II.  What  is  it  to  meet  the  Bridegroom? 

Anf  To  enjoy  fellowlhip  and  familiarity  with  him* 

.  III.  What  is  it,  to  go  forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroom  ? 

Anf.  There  are  but  three  ways  of  going  forth  to 
meet  with  Chrift  in  Scripture. 

1.  When  foul  and  body  at  the  laft  day  meet  the 
Lord  in  the  clouds  of  the  air,  i  Thef.  iv.  17.  Thus 
the  whole  church,  the  bride,  fliall  appear  in  glory 
to  meet  the  bridegroom. 

2.  When  th£  foul  only  goes  out  of  the  body  by  the 
mini llry  of  angels,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  heaven,  as 
Paul  that  knew  not  whether  in  or  out  of  the  body* 
2  Cor.  xii.  3.  “  We  know  it  here  Ihali  go  out  of  the 
<c  body:”  as  Chrift  is  faid  when  he  went  to  heaven, 
u  I  go  to  my  Father,  and  your  Father:”  fo  it  goes 
forth  then  to  Chrift,  Ecclef.  xii.  7.  and  neither  of 
thefe  can  be  meant  here:  For, 

Firft,  This  fhews  the  ftate  of  the  Jewifti  church  long 
before  Chrill’s  coming,  at  leaf!  among  many  of  them. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  the  fhutting  out,  ver.  10.  is  by 
and  at  death:  hence  letting  in  is  fo  too.  Now  this 
was  before.  «  '  , 

3.  When  the  foul  goes  out  of  itfelf  by  faith:  Hence 
John  vi.  35.  it  is  called  coming  to  Chrift;  and  this 
not  any  phyfical  natural  departing  of  the  foul  out  of 
the  body,  but  ethical,  fupernatural,  by  the  operations 
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of  the  foul  lout  of  itfelf.  And  look  as  the  whole  foul 
|^y  unbelief  departs  from  G*od  m  Chrift,  fo  tne  wnole 
foul  by  faith  comes  again  to  God  by  Chrift.  The  mind 
lees,-  affe£tions  make  after  him,  will  fallens  on  him, 
and  there  depends.  This  is  the  firft  work  ol  faith, 
or  the  fir  It  Iaith,  the  coming  (as  in  all  motions  theis 
are  two  extremes)  of  the  foul  from  a  nothingnefs, 
emptinefs  in  itfelf,  to  an  allnefs  and  fulnefs  in  Chrift: 
And  as  it  is  in  other  motions,  if  there  was  a  vacuum , 
there  would  be  motits  in  inftanti  ;  fo  if  there  was  an 
emptinefs  feen  in  the  world,  and  all  the  works  of  it, 
and  in  all  fears  that  all  mountains  were  caft  down, 
'"faith  then  would  fuddenly  come  by  the  Spirit  to  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  this  coming  to  Chrift  is  not  meant 
here:  For, 

-Firft,  Thefe  virgins  were  efpoufed  to  Chrift  by  faith, 
already. 

Secondly,  At  the  firft  coming  to  Chrift  it  goes  to 
the  Lord  for  life  in  him,  and  from  him;  but  here, 
having  life  already,  they  go  forth  to  live  with  him: 
there  the  foul  goes  out  to  meet  him  in  the  gofpel,  in 
the  promile ;  here  the  virgins  go  forth  to  meet  him  in 
glory.  There  the  foul  goes  to  be  juftified  by  him, 
here  the  virgins  go  to  be  glorified  with  him:  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  meant  of  a  fecond  going  out  of  the  foul  by 
forae  fpecial  a£ts  of  faith,  after  that  it  does  believe, 
and  after  it  is  ready  for  him.  And  for  explication, 

Queft.  i.  From  whence  doth  the  foul  go? 

Anf.  It  is  chiefly  going  out  of  this  world  by  tramp¬ 
ling  this  moon  under  her  feet,  by  forgetting  this  her 
father’s  houfe,  by  a  holy  contempt  of  it,  and  a  holy 
dying  to  it,  and  all  the  glory  of  it.  For  it  is  a  thoufand 
to  one  if  Satan  does  not  entangle  here,  if  Lot  be  not 
taken  with  Sodom,  though  burnt  out  there;  and  if 
this  going  out  is  to  enjoy  the  Lord  in  another  world 
chiefiy,  then  going  out  is  from  the  cppofite  term,  from 
this  world.  Hence  Paul  fingles  out  this  mercy. 
Gal.  i.  4.  Chrift  gave  himfelf  to  deliver  us  from  this 
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evil  world.  O  fay  men,  it  is  a  good  world,  and  vood 

being  here.  It  is  an  evil  world:  it  is  fo  when  death 

comes,  but  for  prefent  it  is  belt.  No,  it  is  a  “  prefent 
evil  world.”  F  nc 

Qiitjt'.  2.  by  what  a£ts  of  faith  doth  it  sro  forth? 
Anf.  I  here  be  two  affedions  of  the  foul  that  chiefly 
toon  to  a  good  abfent,  yet  loving  that  good,  go  forth 
to  meet  it,  thofe  are  hope  and  defire;  like  the  blind 
man  and  the,  lame,  both  together  can  make  a  Ihift  to 
go.  Hope  like  the  eye  goes  out  and  looks,  defire  like 
the  feet  runs  out  and  longs.  The  going  forth  there¬ 
fore  to  meet  Chrift,.  is:  i.  By  a  real  expectation  of 
nint.  2.  By  a  longing  deiire  to  be  with  thim.  Hope 
gets  on  the  top  of  the  world,  and  cries,  O  I  fee  him, 

•  define  Hands  by,  and  longs  for  him,  O  come  Lord! 
A  carelefs  blind  world  looks  not  for  him,  the  bride 
doth,  Rev.  xxii.  17.  20.  “  O  come  Lord  Jefus,  come 

quicluy;  by  love  and  joy  we  embrace  and  enter¬ 
tain  the  bridegroom,  by  hope  and  define  we  go  forth 
to  meet  the  bridegroom.  Hence  many  things  are  to 
be  obferved,  and  yet  not  all  I  might. 

SECT.  II. 


Jloct.  x.  LAI  the  objeft  to  which  faith  chiefly 
looks,  and  cioietii  wito,  is  the  pencil  oi  the  Lord 
Jefus. 

It  is  the  bridegroom  himfejf  that  the  virgins  chiefly 
have  to  do  withal;  they  are  efpoufed  to  him  as  in 
marriage;  there  is  a  giving  of  themfelves  one  unto 
another;  they  make  themfelves  ready  for  him,  they  go 
out  to  meet  him:  It  is  him  they  love,  it  is  him  they 
want,  it  is  him  they  look  for,  it  is  him.  they  clofe  with¬ 
al:  Wborifh  lovers  look  not  after  him,  but  his:  His 
peace  to  comfort  them  when  in  horror  and  fear,  his 
mercy  to  lave  them  from  eternal  flames;  but  virgins 
look  to  him,  they  look  to  (His)  indeed,  but  it  is  him- 
felf  chiefly  they  care  for,  John  i.  12.  to  “  fo  many 
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«  as  received  him,  he  gave  power  to  be  fons,”  John 
vi.  27.  when  the  people  followed  him,  but  it  was  for 
loaves:  “  Labour  not  for  bread  that  perilheth,  but 
<<  &c.  for  him  hath  the  Father  fealed,”  Mat.  xiii.  44* 
The  man  did  not  buy  the  treafure,  but  bought  the  field : 
it  is  him  faith  feeks  for,  Jer.  1.  4.  “  they  fhall  feek 

<c  the  Lord  weeping  it  is  him  faith  chufes,  and  is 
contented  with,  u  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?” 
Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.  it  is  him  faith  glories  in,  Ifa.  xxv.  25* 
In  him  fhall  all  the  feed  of  llrael  glory.” 

-1  ,  ' 

SECT.  III. 

Reafon  x.  It  is  chiefly  and  firftly  the  perfon  of 
Chrill  that  the  Father  gives  unto  the  foul,  Ifa.  ix.  6. 
Hence  faith  lays  hold  on  him:  It  is  not  feemly  to  keep 
a  portion  from  any,  much  lets  orphans  portion.  Faith 
empties  a  man  fo  as  it  makes  him  the  poorefl  orphan  ill 
the  world;  now  the  Father  cannot,  will  not  keep  back  his 
portion,  but  gives  it  him :  Wicked  men  have  their  por¬ 
tion  in  this  world,  Pfalm  xvii.  14.  and  they  think  the 
Lord  loves  them  becaufe  he  bleffes  them:  they  have 
many  moral  excellencies  given  them,  which  makes  them 
honoured  and  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  men,  and  they  have 
honour,  and  that  is  their  reward;  they  have  bread, 
but  not  the  ftaff  of  bread;  they  have  ordinances,  but 
not  the  Lord  in  them  :  the  Lord  gives  them  anfwer 
to  many  prayers,  but  never  gives  them  himfelf,  nor 
his  Son ;  this  is  higheft  love.  But  it  is  his  Son  him¬ 
felf  he  gives  to  orphan,  fatherlefs,  helplefs  creatures; 
for  the  Lord  is  their  portion,  Lam.  iii.  24.  The  “  por- 
<c  tion  of  Jacob,”  Jer.  x.  16.  Hence  it  is  him  that 
faith  receives,  and  pitches  upon;  fo  that  the  Lord  may 
deny  them  many  outward,  many  inward  bleffings,  yet 
they  have  himfelf  that  is  better  than  all,  better,  as  he 
faid,  than  “  ten  fons.”  Children  may  be  prodigals 
for  a  time,  but  when  in  want,  they  will  then  fue  for 
their  portion.  Saints  for  a  time  may  mifpend  all 
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tildes,  talents,  ordinances  the  Lord  gives,  but  the  Lord 
will  bring  them  to  want,  and  then  they  will  fue  for 

their  portion,  and  the  Lord  will  give,  and  they  will 
receive  that. 

A e a fo n  2.  Becaufe  there  is  no  fatisfying  of  the  Fa- 
tiiei  witnout  him ;  biing  Benjamin  with  you,  or  never 
look  to  fee  my  face.  The  confcience  of  a  man  can 
Level  be  pacified  until  ood  is  fatisfied  for  all  wrongs. 
Now,  the  Lord  Jefus  has  fatisfied;  nay,  perfedted  for¬ 
ever  them  that  are  falsified,  “  by  once  offering  up 
“  of  himfelf  to  God,”  Heb.  x.  14.  Now  the  1b  u  l 
never  comes  to  have  fettled  peace  in  his  own  confcience 
(though  peace  was  purchafed  before),  but  by  offering 
up  of  the  Lord  Jefus  by  faith,  even  Chrift  himfelf: 
the  foul  wants  him,  the  Father  fhews  a  ram  in  the 
bulh,  gives  Chriil ;  and  that  the  foul  gives  him  for 
fatisfadtion,  and  offers  him  to  God  again.  As  the 
priefts  in  the  old  law,  when  the  facrifice  was  flain, 
then  it  was  offered.  God  offers  the  foul  a  crucified 
Son,  faith  takes  him  and  offers  him,  “  Lord,  behold 
“  thy  Son,”  Rom.  iii.  25.  And  hence  comes  propi¬ 
tiation  and  peace,  peace  to  fee  that  God  is  fatisfied. 
Now,  if  by  faith  we  come  to  have  the  peace  of  the 
Father’s  fatisfadtion  with  us,  then  it  muff  needs  pitch 
upon  the  perfon  of  the  Son  firff.  Hence  many  never 
have  peace,  becaufe  it  is  not  a  Son  himfelf  they  look 
for,  but  fomewhat  from  him:  they  are  blind,  and  dead, 
and  hard;  and  thefe  things  they  would  have  helped 
but  clofe  not  with  Chrift  himfelf.' 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  the  foul  can  neither  adtually  re¬ 
ceive,  nor  expedt  to  receiye  any  thing  from  Chrift, 
unlefs  it  has  fir  It  pitched  upon  the  perfon  of  Chrift. 
A  man  may  hope  he  lhall,  and  prefume  and  think  he 
fhall,  and  it  may  be,  receive  fomewhat  out  of  the  com¬ 
mon  courtefy  Chrift  fhews  to  them  that  look  towards 
him,  but  never  fliall  receive  any  faving  good  thing 
till  now,  John  vi.  53.  “  Unlefs  ye  eat  the  flefh  of  the 

“  Son  of  God,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life.” 

Look 
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Look  as  it  is  in  our  eating,  as  if  a  man  fhould  feek 
to  get  nourifhment  out  of  meat  or  drink,  not  by  feed¬ 
ing  on  itfelf;  fo  it  is  here  :  Some  faid  this  was  a  hard 
faying,  and  fo  it  is  to  a  carnal  heart,  Horn.  viii.  3a. 
And  hence  obferve  when  the  Lord  promifes  any  great 
thing  to  his  people,  Ifa.  vii.  14.  he  ever  brings  in  the 
Lord  Jefus,  that  if  he  fhall  be  given,  then  all  things 
alfo. 

Re  a  Jon  4.  Becaufe  true  faith  ever  clofes  with  Ghrift 
by  love  to  Chrift,  as  falfe  faith  clofes  with  him  out 
of  felf-love,  Cant.  i.  2,  3.  “  The  virgins  love  thee:” 

That  is  love,  indeed,  which  is  fet  upon  the  perfon. 
The  Lord  never  puts  his  pearl,  nor  fets  it  in  a  iw  ini  fix 
faith  that  contemns  the  Son:  No,  it  is  a  precious 
faith  that  loves  the  Lord.  Hence,  it  carries  the  foul 
to  the  tieloved, 

S  E  C  T.  IV, 

Ufe  1 .  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  Lord 
keeps  his  people  hungry,  and  empty,  and  cuts  them 
Ihort  of  many  lpiritual  bleffings  :  It  is  that  they  might 
clofe  with,  and  be  contented  with  the  perfon  of  the 
Son.  There  are  three  things  fome  of  God’s  people 
feek  for,  and  find  not,  if  the  Lord  intends  good  to 
them. 

1.  They  defire  the  comforts,  and  conveniences, 

and  peace  of  this  world:  O  reft  is  fweet!  and  the 
Lord  will  give  them  none  of  thefe,  or  keep  them  at 
Ihort  commons  with  thefe :  And  why  ?  That  they 
might  lay  up  their  peace,  and  find  all  in  himfelf, 
Gen.  xv.  1,2.  Abraham,  after  the  (Laughter  of  the 
kings,  was  in  fear  that  he  might  make  the  Lord  his 
fhield,  Hof.  ii.  6,  7.  “  She  fhall  feek  her  lovers,  but 

“  fhall  not  overtake  them.”  , 

2.  They  feek  for  fome  good  to  themfelves,  in  tliem- 
felves,  from  themfelves;  I  would  fain  believe  and 
cannot;  I  would  fain  do  (fays  a  man),  but  alas  he 
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grows  worfe  and  worfe ;  the  commandment  comes, 
j  ^u  will  do,  there  is  your  talk,  do  it,  yet  they  languilh 
and  oie,  and  why  lb ?  Jer.  hi.  22.  that  they  might 
look  lor  help  and  righteoufnel's  in  another.  “  In  the 
Lord  our  God  is  the  mlvation  01  Ifrasl;”  not  from  the 

mountains  the  itrcngell  helps  and  means;  in  the  Lord 
it  is  alone. 

3’  They  leek  for  grace,  and  llrength,  and  peace 
from  the  Loid  Jelus  very  importunately,  and  many 
times  very  impatiently,  and  fo  finlully  too,  and  the 
Loid  denies  them;  it  has  oeen  better  with  them  than 
now,  therefore  they  wonder  the  Lord  lhould  be  fo  full, 
..nd  they  fo  empty,  and  think  lometinies  to  feek  no 
more,  and  the  Lord  denies  a  dole  at  this  dcor  too, 
tnat  they  might  content  themfelves,  and  lay  up  their 
joys  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  “  My 

“  grace  is  fufficient;”  It  is  ftrange  that  Chrifl  fo 
sble,  lo  ready  to  help,  yet  denies:  I  confefs  it  is 
fometime  fome  lull  and  ftumbling-block  the  Lord  Jefus 
lees,  O  but  againft  that  they  feek,  and  truly  here  is 
the  caufe,  that  having  no  good  from  him,  they  might 
place  all  their  happinefs  and  felicity  in  him.  Look  as 
it  was  with  Jacob,  a  great  famine  comes,  and  all  the 
lacks  are  fpent,  and  they  are  ufed  roughly,  though 
mot  hardly  nor  wrongfully,  and  all  was  to  bring  them 
to  the  fight  and  embracings  of  Jofeph:  ail  the  time 
of  famine  was  for  this.  So  the  famine  of  fpirit  is  to 
lalt  long,  and  the  Lord  denies  fupply,  to  bring  the 
foul  to  fee,  embrace,  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord  jefus; 
The  moil  flourilhing  trees  in  God’s  houfe  fh all  have 
their  winter  feafon,  and  call  their  coat,  that  they  might 
preferve  themfelves  in  their  root.  This  is  the  great 
wound  of  many  a  believing  foul  for  a  time,  to  reft 
more  contented  with  what  he  receives  from  the  Lord, 
than  to.  quiet  himfelf  and  his  heart  with  what  is  in  the 
Lord :  Man  would  have  his  loft  happinefs  in  his  own 
hand,  and  this  the  Lord  will  not  fuffer  his  people 
to  lie  in  long,  Gen*  xxvi.  4.  and  the  bell  and  l'ureft 
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courfe  that  can  be  taken,  is  to  cut  them  fhort  of  all: 
for  faith  is  an  unconquerable  grace,  that  whatever  it 
lofes  out  of  its  own  hand,  it  will  find  it  and  enjoy  it 
in  another.  And  therefore  fee  God’s  end,  and  meet 
the  Lord  in  this  end  of  his.  See  all  in  the  Lord,  and 
fee  in  your  bleffednefs  therein  all  your  wants,  lay  it  up 
there,  that  if  you  will  boafi,  here  you  may  do  it  ail 
the  day  long:  for  this  is  God’s  greatell  plot,  to  pull 
all  men  down,  that  his  Son  may  be  let  up,  to  wither 
all  the  grafs  and  beauty  of  all  the  flowers  of  tne  field, 
that  the  glory  of  the  Lord  might  be  revealed.  I  mult 
here  give  you  a  taile,  for  it  does  me  good  to  tmim, 
and  it  will  do  you  more  good  to  enjoy  the  iweetnefs 
of  this  truth.  There  are  four  things  you  defire  ah, 
which  are  chiefly  laid  up  in  Chrift,  to  that  end  that 
you  might  in  all  wants  quiet  your  hearts  with  uni  peak- 
able  peace  there. 

i.  The  free  grace  and  love  of  the  father;  tms  is 
that  I  hope  which  you  prize  moft,  pray  tor  molt,  tear 
the  lofs  of  moil,  would  rejoice  in  the  having  of  moll, 
without  which  thy  life  is  death,  and  blefiings  curfings, 
and  death  the  beginning  of  hell.  Would  you  lee  this 
love  better  than  life  to  thee."  O  I  cannot  tee  it,  or 
but  very  little  of  it.  It  is  true,  look  upon  yourfelves 
you  can  fee  but  little,  many  fears,  many  tears,  many 
heart-forrows,  many  temptations,  many  defertions, 
many  vexing  fins,  many  denials  to  your  prayers*,  but 
O  look  up  to  that  ointment  which  is  poured  upon  this 
bleffed  head,  that  love  is  thed  abundantly  upon  the 
Son  from  before  all  worlds,  and  look  what  love, 
what  grace  the  Father  thews  to  him,  that  love  is 
thine;  thatWove  in  him  is  fhewn  to  thee,  2  Tim.  i. 
9,  10.  Here  {land  amazed  all  ye  people  of  the  Lord, 
you  have  heard  the  Lord  loves  you,  and  tometime  be¬ 
lieve  it,  but  being  under  water,  cannot  conceive  of 
it,  nor  fef  how  fie  loves  you,  how  dearly,  how  abun¬ 
dantly;  O  look  now  upon  the  love  of  God  the  father 
in  the  Son,  as  he  loves  him,  fo  he  loves  thee  a  worm*. 
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*  devil  notwithllanding  all  thy  want,  all  thy  fins,  all 
thy  nnferies,  John  xvii.  23.  26. 

2‘  Life.:  O  death  is  terrible,  and  a  dead  heart  is 

wo  u  ’  ":als  t^ie  Sreat  P^gue  that  lies  upon  men  with¬ 
out  Limit,  that  are  Grangers  to  the  life  of  God, 

lTph.  iv.  18.  Is  thy  heart  ever  fo  joyed  as  when  it 
is  molt  enlarged  for  God,  and  hath  moll  delight  and 
liberty  in  the  ways  of  God:  Alas!  thy  life  is  but  a 
lingering  fickneis,  a  poor  life  to  that  which  thou  haft, 
m  Uirift  O  look  up  there,  Col.  iii.  3.  You  think 
when  your  hearts  are  affeclec!,  and  warmed,  and 
quickened  in  prayer  by  word,  or  by  divine  thoughts,  kc. 
O,  it  it  might  be  ever  lo,  how  happy !  O,  but  it  dies 
piefemly,  and  thou  knowcfl  not  how.  Look  up  to  the 
Je^lsi  he  is  alive  when  thou  art  dead,  and  his  life 
is  thine,  and  it  is  ever  thine  in  him,  even  eternal  life, 
1  John  v.  10,  11,  12.  “  1  his  is  the  record,  that  he 

“  hath  given  us  eternal  life;”  Alas!  I  find  none. 
O,  it  is  in  his  Son,  in  whom  thou  liveft  a  better  life 
than  men,  than  kings,  than  angels.  And  I  doubt  not 
but  the  Lord  fullers  temptations  to  rob  you  of  your 
life,,  that  you  might  find  ‘it  when  it  is  loll  here,  and 
rejoice  that  when  you  have  none,  yet  here  it  is : 
Bleffed  be  God,  he  will  keep  our  lives  as  the  life  of 
Jacob  was  knit  up,  and  bound  up  in  the  life  of  the 
child;  nay  that  life  is  ours. 

3-  Conqueft  and  victory  over  all  enemies;  it  mat' 
be,  you  fay  often  the  Lord  hath  commanded  me  to 
feelc  for  help,  and  lie  will  help,  he  hath  promifed  fo 
to  do,  but  I  find  my  diftempers  Hill  raging,  Satan 
ftill  buffeting,  and  winnowing,  and  vexing,  °and  foil¬ 
ing  :  and  as  I  feel  many,  fo  I  fear  more  iorrows  be¬ 
fore  I  die,  and  then  death  and  delufion,  that  at  lalt  I 
may  be  ^deceived:,  Nay,  the  agonies  of  hell  many 
times  affault  me,  and  then  I  am  put  to  a  lofs,  that  is 
it  poffible  I  fhould  efcape?  Why  beloved,  the  Lord 
Jefus  conquered  death,  and  fin,  and  hell,  and  the 
grave,  and  Satan,  with  all  the  ftrength  of  darknefs 
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and  delufion,  and  hath  fpoiled  them,  Coh  ii.  14,  15. 
And  now  he  is  in  heaven  in  his  kingdom  triumphing 
over  them,  that  they  cannot  hurt  him.  I,  but  what  is 
that  to  me?  Why,  this  very  victory  is  thine  :  hence 
we  are  faid  to  be  dead  with  hun,  Lorn.  \i.  8.  and 
rifen  with  him,  Col.  iii.  1.  Nay,  to  fit  in  “  heavenly 
‘£  places,”  as  it  were  triumphing  in  him,  in  glory 
with  him,  Hpb.  ii.  6.  Nay,  bleb.  1..  14*  Ne  hath 
41  by  one  offering  perfected  his  people  for  ever  that 
“  are  far.aified:”  It  is  true,  you  may  rejoice  in  that 
you  fhall  conquer;  but  O  remember  this,  it  is  done 
already  in  thy  head,  and  in  thy  hufband. 

4,  Immutability  and  certainty  of  handing  in  a  hap¬ 
py  eftate;  for  this  is  that  which  fads  the  heart,  I  fhall 
fall  at  laid.  How  is  it  poflible  but  I  lliould  be  lo? 
No,  beloved,  look  upon  the  Lord  Jelus,  in  him  thou 
art;  if  he  can  fall,  if  he  can  die,  if  he  can  be  call  from 
the  Father’s  face,  then  thou  may  ell;  believe  “  that 
“  I  live,  you  fliall  live  alfo*,”  John  xiv.  19.  Adam 
indeed  was  chofen  to  be  head  of  mankind,  and  as 
when  he  flood  perfect,  we  hood,  fo  (though  mutably) 
he  falling  we  fall:  fo  we  are  chofen  in  Ghrift,  and  as 
he  ftands  unchangeably,  10  we  hand:  and  as  he  was 
tempted  every  way,  yet  did  not,  could  not  fall,  no 
more  canft  thou :  So  that,  O  that  the  Lord  would  give 
you  hearts  to  learn  this  leflon,  when  there  is  nothing 
but  want  in  thee :  Do  not  fhift  fo  much  for  a  little 
from  the  Lord,  but  fee  God’^  end  and  reach  it.  O 
rejoice,  glory  in,  and  blefs  the  Lord,  hi  his  was  Paul’s 
life,  and  the  life  of  the  churches  firlt  planted.  O 
blels  the  Lord  for  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  Ghrift;  this 
will  be  joy  in  forrow,  life  in  death,  this  is  golden  faith, 
this  will  anfwer  all  fears  ;  when  Satan  laith,  thou  haft 
not  this  or  that,  ncr  canft  not  do  this  nor  that,  and  to 
hell  therefore  thou  muft  go;  reply  again,  it  is  true,  I 
have  little,  I  am  dead,  but  Ghrift  lives  for  ever;  I  may 
fall  in  mvfelf,  I  never  can  fall  in  him ;  that  which  he 
hath  is  mine. 
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Objecl.  It  is  true,  they  may  do  this,  that  know  the 
j  Jems  is  taeirs,  but  alas!  I  know  not  that. 

Anf  It  you  do  not,  you  mult  wait  then  until  the 
.Lord  m  a  tee  htmleil  known  unto  you;  but  tell  me  will 
you  do  this,  if  you  did  thus  know  it?  It  may  be  fome 
ol  you  have  not  done  l'o,  _  unlels  by  force  fometimes 
and  you  will  find  it  one  ot  the  toughell  works  of  faith 
that  is:  What  is  a  poor  man  bitter  fo,  another’s 
wealth,  and  a  fick  man  for  another’s  health,  and  a 
naked  man  when  others  are  clothed?  Yet  beloved, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  of  faith,  and  our  union  to  the 
Lord  Jelus,  a  man  is  the  better.  A  woman  that  **is 
matched  to  a  prince  may  have  never  a  penny  in  her 
purie,  and  yet  ihe  rejoiceth  in  that  her  hulband  hath 
n.  It  is  the  fecret  nature  of  faith  to  make  a  man  all 
on-  whh  Cnrift,  in  Chrilt,  ,  in  that  manner  that  I 
cannot  find  Inch  an  union  in  the  world;  and  hence  his 
health,  his  tdoaths,  his  grace,  his  life  may  be  matter 
ot  as  much  joy  as  if  a  man  had  all  this  in  himfelf. 
And  becaufe  many  a  foul  hath  Ohrilt,  but  feeling 
fuen  tmpunc.s  in  himfeh,  as  that  he  cannot  think  fo, 
and  it  may  be  would  do  fo  if  he  faw  whether  he  might 
do  lo  or  not:  I  fitall  therefore  exprefs  my  thoughts 
to  them  thus  in  thefe  particulars, 

i  .  That  rdl  that  fulnefs  that  is  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  it 
is  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  them  that  want  'it,  John 
xvii.  19.  he  might  have  been  blefled  in  his  Father’s 
bolom  without  thee;  why  Ihould  he  therefore  live, 
and  do,  and  fuffer,  and  rife,  and  glorify  his  blefled' 
nature,  but  for  them  that  wanted  this.  He  is  filled 

with  wifdom,  life,  ltrength,  becaufe  men  are  blind, 
dead,  weak. 

2.  But  you  will  fay,  all  the  world  want  it,  and  yet 
few  in  the  world  fhall  ever  have  any  lhare  there,  there¬ 
fore  all  them  in  the  world  that  hunger  after  all  that 
good  that  is  in  him,  they  may  now  in  the  abfence  of 
it  content  themfelves  with  it,  that  there  it  is  in  him 
for  them;  for  the  Lord  fills  the  hungry,  and  fo  hungry 
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as  it  is  not  fomething  or  other  that  they  pick  out,  but 
all  Chrift,  and  all  of  that  that  is.  in  Chrift:  now  is  the 
feafon  to  eat,  if  bread  and  hunger  meet,  now  fatisfy 
yourfelf.  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  Paul  prayed,  and  the  Lord 
denied,  yet  now  the  Lord  bid  him  feed  on  his  grace : 
f0  that  when  thy  heart  alks,  what  hail  thou  to  do  with 
him  when  fo  vile?  Anfwer,  Yet  the  Lord  hath  all,  and 
I  want  him,  and  hunger  after  him.  Take  heed  of 
defpifing  his  grace;  if  thou  halt  no  hunger,  the  Lord 
be  merciful  to  thee! 

3.  If  you  have  fo  contented  yourfelves  with  him, 
as  now  you  place  all  your  felicity  in  him,  to  this  end, 
to  receive  life  from  him,  as  a  man  fatisfies  himfelf 
with  bread  that  he  may  have  life :  for  as  I  would  not 
damp  the  faith  of  the  eleft,  no  more  would  I  patro¬ 
nize  the  floth  of  the  wicked.  Many  a  man  it  may  be 
may  fay,  I  have  nothing  in  myfelf,  and  all  is  in 
Chrift,  -and  comfort  himfelf  there,  and  fo  fall  afleep; 
hands  off  and  touch  not  this  ark,  left  the  Lord  flay 
thee:  a  Chrift  of  clouts  would  ferve  your  turn  as 
well.  Run  not  to  this  temple  to  make  it  a  den  of 
your  thie villi  heart;  no,  do  you  fo  content,  or  will 
you  fo  content  yourfelves  with  him,  as  to  account 
yourfelves  happy  here,  that  all  the  world  is  dung  in 
refpeCt  cf  this;  and  this  you  do  to  fuck  and  receive 
more  from  Chrift,  and  fo  to  be  like  him:  now  hold 
here,  and  live  here,  and  rejoice  here  for  ever,  Phil, 
iii.  9,  10,  11.  Ifa.  xii.  2,  3.  Firft,  “  The  Lord  is 
“  my  fong  and  falvation;”  therefore  we  will  draw 
hence:  if  the  Lord  gives  nothing,  yet  I  have  it  in  him; 
if  he  gives  any  thing,  the  honour  fhall  be  given  to 
him.  O  take  .this  courfe:  1.  Left  you  lofe  Chrift 
and  all  too.  2.  Left  the  Lord  ever  keep  you  fliort  in 
a  complaining  condition.  3.  That  you  may  be  every 
day  and  moment  in  heaven,  and  win  the  crown  from 
every  hypocrite  who  knows  not  what  this  life  in  Chrift 
means.  4.  That  the  Lord  may  be  your  glory,  for  he 
is  not  only  the  glory  of  God,  but  of  his  people  Ilrael 

too. 
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r-T  5',  That  y°tl  may  Iove  y°urfelves  the  Ida,' and 
the  Lord  the  more. 

S  E  C  T.  V. 

life  2.  OENCE,  fee  a  neceffity  of  feeing  and 
knowing  Chriil,  before  a  man  can  believe,  or  if  ever 
the  loul  believe;  for,  if  faith  clofes  with  the  perfon  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  the  lame  faith  mull  firft  fee  that  per- 
ion:  If  it  takes  die  Bridegroom  himfelf,  it  muft  fee 
and  know  him  firft.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  efpoufed 
together  that  did  not  firft  fee  and  know  each  other? 
the  eye  muft  firft  fee,  my  meaning  is,  there  muft  pre¬ 
cede  this  aft  of  the  undemanding  to  fee  Chrift,  be¬ 
fore  a  man  can  clofe  with  Chrift  by  his  will :  for  I 
aim  not  at  this,  whether  it  goes  before  in  time,  but  in 
order  of  nature  it  does  precede,  and  abfolutely  necef- 
iary  it  is:  lienee  John  vi.  40.  “  He  that  feeth  and 

behevetli  in  the  Son  hath  eternal  life:”  This  is 
fo  neceffary  to  faith,  that  faith  itfelf  puts  on  this  name, 
Ifa.  iiii.  11.  ‘‘By  his  knowledge.”  Luke  xix.  41. 
“  O  that  thou  hadft  known.”  Ifa.  xlvi.  2r.  “  Look 
unto  me,  and  be  favecl.”  And  hence  unbelief  in 
Scripture  is  exprelfed  by  being  blinded,  Rom.  xi.  7,  8. 
for  though  Chrift  be  abfent  from  us  on  earth,  yet  that 
is  the  excellency  of  faith,  it  makes  things  abfent  pre- 
fent,  and  fees  unfeen  things,  Heb.  xi.  1.  John  viii.  56. 

Abraham  faw  my  day;”  and  that  is  the  wonder¬ 
ment  of  faints;  there  is  light  in  Crofhen  when  all 

Egypt  is  dark,  when  others  are  blinded  they  fee, 
Ifa.  lx.  i,  2.  ‘ 

S^ueft.  What  is  this  knowledge  or  feeing  of  the  Lord  ? 
Anf.  I  make  this  queftion,  partly  becaufe  this  is 
the  firft  chief  evangelical  work,  as  it  appears  to  us; 
nay,  indeed,  it  is  in  a  manner  all;  hence  Mat.  xi.  27. 

“  I  thank  thee  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things,”. 'See.  If 
this  be  right,  faith  is  right,  &c.  And  if  this  be  not, 
a  man’s  faith  is  but  a  fancy,  and  a  man’s  fanfilificatiort 
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and  reformation,  hopes,  defires,  are  but  the  works  of 
death  and  darknefs,  if  this  fan  be  not  rifen:  And 
partly  alfo  becaufe  all  the  policy  and  power  of  Satan 
is  to  blind  the  eye  here;  for  then  he  knows  men  will 
Humble  at  every  Hep,  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  He  will  help  to 
believe,  and  joy  in  believing,  and  reformation  alter 
that  joy,  that  a  man  might  content  himfelf  with  this 
joy  and  faith,  and  look  not  after  the  fight  of  Chrift. 
And  if  I  was  to  leave  the  world,  I  iho.uld  leave  this  to 
be  thought  of,  as  Chrift  told  the  woman  of  Samaria, 
u  Ye  worfhip  whom  ye  know  not,”  lo  men  believe 
in  whom  they  know  not,  and  pray  to  one  whom  they 
know  not,  and  depend  on  whom  they  lee  not,  and 
hence  do  not  wdnder  at  an  adulterous  generation 
irifing  up,  that  deny  all  evidencing  of  a  man's  juftifica- 
tion  from  his  fanclification,  and  that  it  is  but  a  lading 
thing,  becaufe  they  never  felt  what  it  meant,  be- 
caufe  they  never  knew  what  the  Lord  Jefus  meant, 
and  therefore  liften  to  it.  I  lay  therefore  firft  what 
this  knowledge  is  not,  for  every  man  has  fome 
knowledge. 

1.  There  is  a  knowledge  of  the  Lord  jefus  by 
report,  the  fame  of  a  man  may  come  where  himfelf  is 
not  feen;  fo  of  Chrift,  there  may  be  a  fame  fpread  of 
him,  and  of  fome  excellencies  in  him,  where  he  is  not 
favingly  known,  and  this  is  not  feeing  ol  Chrift;  ior 
a  man  may  live  and  die  a  damned  creature  with  this 
knowledge.  The  Samaritans  had  fome  knowledge 
by  report  of  the  Meffiah,  John  iv.  25.  u  When  he 
“  is  come  he  will  tell  us  all  things,”  lo  many  among 
us  hear  that  Chrift  is  come,  and  rifen,  and  glorified, 
and  the  Saviour  of  the  world  and  of  finners,  &c.  But 
how  come  they  to  know  this  ?  By  way  of  tradition 
and  report  only.  I  confefs  this  knowledge  may  be  a 
means  in  the  eledt  to  bring  them  to  faving  knowledge, 
as  in  the  Queen  of  Sheba  that  heard  Solomon's  fame, 
and  the  difciples,  John  i.  tc  Come  and  fee.”  But  re¬ 
probates  are  not  drawn  by  it,  as  Herod,  Luke  xxiii.  8. 
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heard  many  things  of  Chrift,”  but  never  faw  him 
till  he  came  to  judge  him.  So  here,  becaufe  they  can 
live  wed  without  Chrift,  hence  reft  content  with  the 
bare  report.  Whereas  they  that  had  difeafes,  heard 
of  his  fame,  and  came  to  fee  Jefus. 

2.  rheie  is  a  knowledge  of  Chrift  from  his  works, 
as  we  know  what  trade  and  what  artificers  many  men 
be,  becaufe  thefe  are  external  things,  yet  know  not 
the  man:  fo  there  is  a  knowledge  of  Chrift  by  his 
works,  that  by  him  the  worlds  were  made,  Heb.  i, 
and  ad  creatures  governed,  and  a  man  may  fee  him  in 
his  trading  with  others,  and  himfelf,  all  comes  from 
him,  that  a  man  may  fay,  the  Lord  has  done  all  this,  and 
that  for  me,  and  yet  Grangers  to  Chrift.  And  if  men 
be  ignorant  of  him  here,  he  may  do  fuch  wonderful* 
things  before  their  eyes,  that  they  cannot  but  wonder 
and  fay,  this  is  the  Lord’s  work,  and  yet  know  him 
not,  Mat.  xi.  20.  He  upbraided  the  cities  where  mofh 
of  his  mighty  works  were  done,  but  they  faw  him  not, 
John  xv.  24.  “  If  I  have  not  done,”  &c.  The  Lord 

may  work  Grange  temporal  deliverances,  that  you 
may  know  all  power  is  in  Chrift’s  hand  to  fave  and 
pardon,  Mat.  viii.  27.  fo  as  to  marvel  and  not  envy; 
“  What  manner  of  man  is  this  that  winds  and  feas 
tc  obey  him?”  It  is  true,  the  faints  do  know  the 
Lord,  but  they  are  not  idle  fpedtators  and  receivers  of 
him;  but  O  that  I  might  have  that  Chrift  himfelf, 
they  do  him  no  good,  give  him  no  content  without 
him;  as  he  faid,  “  What  giveft  thou  me  if  I  go  child- 
“  lefs?”  John  ix.  Chrift  had  opened  the  blind  man’s 
eyes,  and  yet  he  cries,  “  Lord,  who  is  lie!”  ver.  36, 
37,  38.;  whereas  others  fee  the  works  of  Chrift,  and 
vaniih,  or  if  affedted,  an  evil  fpirit  comes  on  them,  as 
on  Saul  when  he  favv  David’s  love. 

3.  There  is  a  literal  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
by  the  bare  letter  only  of  the  word,  and  it  is  wrought 
in  this  manner.  A  man  doth  not  only  take  up  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  by  report,  nor  from  his  works, 

but 
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but  be  hears,  reads,  is  well  catechifed  concerning  Chrift 
and  all  his  offices,  and  benefits,  that  there  is  much  . 
light  let  in;  hence,  his  mind  having  thofe  literal  rela¬ 
tions,  gueffeth  at  them,  and  conceives  of  them,  and 
becaufe  the  mind  is  carnal,  it  apprehends  them  in  a 
carnal  manner  (though  it  thinks  it  fees  Chrift  truly). 
Hence  a  man,  having  a  form  of  this  knowledge  in  his 
head,  he  may  be  able  to  exprefs  much,  and  make  a 
large  confeflion  of  his  faith,  difcourfe  of  points  of  con- 
troverfy  in  matters  that  concern  Chrift,  and  j unifica¬ 
tion  by  Chrift,  &c.  and  inftruct  others,  and  yet  having 
no  more,  know  not  all  this  while  what  the  Lord  Jefus 
is. 

Firft,  Becaufe  as  he  was  a  carnal  jew  that  had  but 
the  form  of  knowledge  in  the  law,  Rom.  ii.  20.  fo  he 
is  but  a  carnal  Chriftian  that  has  but  a  form  of  know¬ 
ledge  in  the  gofpel.  The  jews  were  exceedingly  verfed 
in  Scripture,  and  bcafted  they  heard  God,  and  fa w  God, 
Chrift  tells  them,  they  never  heard  his  voice,  nor  faw 
his  face,  John  v.  37.  that  is,  they  only  faw  it  literally^ 
not  favingly. 

Secondly,  This  is  but  a  carnal  knowledge,  which 
letter  and  fancy  beget,  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  “  He  cannot  know 
<c  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned.” 

Thirdly,  It  is  a  dead  knowledge,  or  will  be  dead 
and  uniavoury;  and  hence,  many  that  know  much  of 
Chrift,  feed  on  their  lulls  and  dunghill  delights,  be- 
caufe  their  knowledge  feeds  them  not,  fills  them  not, 
as  fancies  do  not  feed. 

Fourthly,  It  is  a  falfe  knowledge;  for  give  a  blind 
man  a  defer?  ption  of  the  fun,  or  a  taftelefs  man  of 
honey,  he  may  let  up  a  falfe  image  and  deceive  himfelf, 
and  io  doth  this.  Many  fet  up  a  falfe  image  of  Chrift, 
and  trull  to  that.  Or,  as  in  defeription  of  another 
country,  when  he  fees  it,  then  he  fees  he  was  deceived: 
fo  faints  fee  they  were  deceived,  and  faw  not  Chrift, 
nor  fin,  nor  God,  and  fo  fliall  men  in  hell  fee;  hence 
Ifa.  vi.  9.  “  In  feeing  they  fee  not:”  Flow  came  that 
to  pafs  ?  They  did  fee,  but  faw  not  really. 


Fifthly, 
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Fifthly,  It  is  fuch  a  knowledge  as  hinders  from 
faving-kno  w ledge  of  Chriit;,  John  ix.  39.  “I  came 
“  that  they  that  fee  might  be  made  blind.”  The  wife 
learned  Corinthians  mult  become  foolifhnefs,  and  the 
light  that  is  in  thee  is  darknefs.  This  light  hands  in 
your  light:  and  yet  this  is  the  knowledge  that  thoufand 
thoufands  content  themfelves  withal,  and  hence  catch 
hold  on  Chriit,  and  think  they  have  him,  when  in  truth 
it  is  but  thq  image  and  fancy  of  him. 

Queft.  What  then  is  this  knowledge  or  feeing  of  Chriit? 

Anf.  There  is  a  feeing  of  Chriit:  after  a  man  be¬ 
lieves,  which  is  Chriit  in  his  love,  &c.  but  I  fpeak 
of  that  lirlt  light  of  him  that  precedes  the  fecond  a£t 
of  faith,  and  it  is  an  intuitive  or  real  fight  of  him  as 
he  is  in  his  glory.  Chriit  reveals  his  wonderful  glory 
to  the  foul  really,  as  from  grace.  A  man  hears  fin  to 
be  the  greatelt  evil,  and  fometimes  conceives  by  argu¬ 
ment  how,  but  fees  not  the  thing  fin,  though  he  fees 
the  word  fin:  fo  a  man  that  never  travelled  into  foreign 
parts,  may  hear,  and  read,  and  fpeak  of  countries:  or 
as  herbalilts  read  of  the  nature  of  plants  and  trees,  yet 
never  faw  the  things,  nay,  trample  upon  them  when 
they  fee  them:  fo  it  is  one  thing  to  read  of  the  fun  in 
a  book,  or  to  know  it  by  relation,  another  thing  to 
know  it  by  fight.  This  is  therefore  the  faving-kno  w- 
ledge  of  Chriit,  to  fee  the  Lord  in  his  glory  as  he  is: 
not  perfectly,  for  that  is  in  heaven;  hence  we  fhall 
there  fee  him,  and  be  like  unto  him,  but  imperfectly, 
and  in  part,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  “  Changed  here  into  the 

“  fame  image.”  And  this  appears  from  thefe  four  grounds. 

1.  That  knowledge  the  faints  have  of  Chriit,  it  is 
not  by  bare  word  only,  but  alfo  by  the  Spirit.  The 
word  relates  Chriit,  but  the  Spirit  is  the  interpreter 
of  the  word:  the  interpreter  of  heaven  mult  interpret 
the  language  of  heaven.  Now,  the  Spirit  ever  fhews 
us  things  as  they  are,  even  though  they  be  deep  things, 
and  myfteries,  it  makes  them  plain,  1  Cor.  ii.  9,  io. 
“  As  the  fun  when  it  arifeth  it  fcatters  all  darknefs,  lo 
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cg  when  this  day  ftar  arifeth:”  Not  that  thefe  things 
are  revealed  without  the  word:  for  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  and 
2  Cor.  iv.  4.  left  the  light  of  the  gofpel  fliould  fliine: 

It  is  by  the  word  that  the  Spirit  does  enlighten. 

'  2.  Becaufe  the  fight  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  it 
is  as  the  knowledge  of  a  thing  in,a  glafs,  1  Cor.  xiii.  12. 

Now,  though  you  lee  not  the  man  face  to  face,  yet,  if 
you  fee  him  in  a  glafs,  there  you  fee  him  as  he  is: 

uod  videtur  in  fpcculOy  non  eft  imago ,  as  fome  think. 

A  man  may  know  another  by  relation,  or  by  fome 
picture,  but  in  a  glafs  that  is  more  full.  The  Jews 
they  law  Chrift,  but  it  was  under  vails  and  types,  and 
pictures  of  him,  this  was  obfcure:  under  the  gofpel  the 
vail  is  pulled  off,  and  with  open  face  we  fee  as  in  a  “v glafs 
“  the  glory  of  the  Lord.”  In  heaven  the  glafs  is  taken 
away,  and  then  we  fee  as  we  are  feen.  / 

3.  Becaufe  that  eftate  the  faints  are  tranflated  into  is 
a  ltate  of  glory.  Hence,  when  juftified,  then  glorified. 
Hence,  as  that  fandtifi  cation  that  is  in  the  will,  is  the 
beginning  of  the  life  of  glory,  fo  that  light  God  puts 
into  their  mind,  is  the  beginning  of  the  light  of  glory. 
Hence,  as  in  heaven  the  foul  fees  Chrift  by  the  full  light 
of  glory  perfectly,  face  to  face,  fo  in  this  life  the  loul 
fees  Chrift  really  as  he  is,  yet,  as  in  a  glafs,  imperfectly. 
Hence  we  are  laid  to  “  lee  in  part.” 

4.  In  regard  of  that  abundant  goodnefs  and  love  of 
Chrift  to  his  people.  Love  cannot  lock  up  fecrets^ 
Jofeph  hid  himfelf  from  his  brethren  for  a  time,  but 
his  bowels  melt,  he  muft  tell  them  that  he  is  Jofeph. 
Chrift  may  do  fo,  but  his  love  even  qon drains,  him 
afterward,  to  let  them  fee  whom  he  is,  John  xiv.  21. 

I  confefs  it  is  admirable  love  to  reveal  Chrift  in  the 
word  and  letter  of  the  gofpel,  to  hear  of  him  is  hap- 
pinefs,  and  if  the  Lord  faves  you,  you  will  think  fo 
too:  But  this  is  common  to  wicked  men;  there  is  a 
manifeftation  of  himfelf  as  he  is  unto  his  people.  And 
now  he  is  in  glory,  hence  reveals  himfelf  in  his  incon- 
ceiveable  glory,  that  now  a  man  eyes  the  Lord,  and 
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fuch  tilings  he  never  thought  of  before,  which  eve 
never  law,  i  Cor.  ii.  g.  * 

How  doth  the  foul  fee  him  as  he  is? 

Anf.  I,  in  tuis  cale,  rather  defire  to  learn  than  teach 

ev  en  fiom  the  meaneft ;  yet  what  is  obvious  I  fhall 
lugged  in  this  weighty  bufinefs. 

I  his  leeing  ol  him  appears  in  three  particulars. 

,  i -/rrue  having  knowledge  and  light  of  Chrill  con- 
1  lS  m  the  %hc  Pf  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  efpecially 
now  “  caught  up  to  heaven,  and  fitting  at  the  right 
“  hand  of  God>  in  all  the  glory  of  the  Father.’’ 
Look  as  at  the  judgment  day  the  Lord  fhall  break 
out  of  heaven  in  fuch  glory  as  fhall  amaze  all  the 
world,  and  all  eyes  lhall  fee  him,  that  he  fhall  not 
only  be  admired  in  himfelf,  but  in  all  his  faints,  by  all 
that  are  round  about  him:  juft  fo  doth  the  foul  fee 
him  now,  though  not  by  the  eye  of  fenfe,  yet  by  the 
eye  of  faith,  though  not  come  to  judge  the  world, 
yet  now  ruling  of  the  world;  though  not" in  the  clouds 
yet  iu  heaven;  though  hiS\ humanity  only  in  heaven, 
yet  his  God-head  beams,  filling  heaven  and  earth; 
though  not  yet  coming  in  the  Father’s  glory,  yet  fit¬ 
ting  clothed  with  the  Father’s  glory:  for,  if  a  man 
Iooks  on  cieatuies,  he  lees  Clod’s  footfleps  of  power; 
it  on  angels  and  fain ts,  God’s  image  of  holinefs;  if 
on  Chrift,  there  God  himfelf,  2  Cor.  iv.  4,  5,  6,  7. 
it  is  true,  then,.  Chdft’s  glory  fhall  be  feen  by  the- 
wicked,  but  that  is  by  lenle,  not  by  faith,  that  is  only 
in  their  minds,  but  there  is  no  fliining  into  the  heart, 
to  the  kindling  of  an  infinite  efteem  of  him:  and  this 
the  God  of  this  world  hides  from  people;  Chrift  the 
Lord  of  another  world,  in  fpite  of  Satan,  reveals  to  his 
people.  Before  a  man  fees  Chrift,  there  is  nothing 
more  bafe  than  Chrift,  even  to  the  ele£t,  and  then  the 
ways  and  work  of  Chrift,  Jer.  ii.  ix.  Have  any 
“  heathen  changed  their  gods?  thefe  change  their 
“  glory  for  that  which  doth  not  profit:”  Now  the 
Lord  will  be,  muft  be  efteemed  of  his  people ;  hence 
will  and  does  reveal  this  glory  of  his  to  his  faints, 
whereas  here,  others  are  blind,  2.  In 
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2.  In  the  beholding  of  the  Lord  as  he  comes  and 
appears  in  the  glory  of  his  covenant;  for  when  the 
Lord  reveals  himfeif  fo  as  to  caufe  the  foul  to  believe, 
and  thereby  to  make  it  one  of  his  people,  he  never 
makes  any  people,  but  by  entering  into  covenant  with 
them,  Hence,  he  ever  appears  in  his  covenant  firft, 
Ifa.  xlix.  laft.  Look  as  when  the  Lord  made  him  a 
people  at  Mount  Sinai,  Moles  came  down  from  God, 
appears  with  tables  in  his  hands,  See.  So  when  Chrift 
comes  to  make  any  his  people,  he  comes  as  mediator 
of  a  better  teftament,  Heb.  vii.  22.  “  On  Mount  Si- 

“  on,”  Heb.  xii.  22.  24.  Now  look  as  it  was  with 
the  Ifraelites,  2  Cor.  iii.  they  had  the  covenant  of 
Chrift,  and  Chrift  revealed ;  but  as  Mofes’  face  was 
covered,  fo  theirs  was,  and  Ghrift  there  was  vailed 
over  with  the  law,  even  the  moral  lav/,  written  in  hone* 
Hence  there  was  a  vail  on  their  hearts  too,  they  could 
not  fee  Ghrift,  the  end  of  the  law,  but  only  the  vail, 
viz.  the  law,  and  hence  looked  for  life  by  that,-  and 
hence  were  hardened  againft  Ghrift,  Rom.  ix.  31,  32# 
So  it  is  the  mifery  and  blindnefs  of  many  people 
at  this  day,  they  fee  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  with  his 
vail  on :  for  people  being  not  able  to  lee  and  prize  the 
glory  of  Chrift  immediately,  the  Lord  appears  with  the 
law  firft,  requiring  this  and  that,  and  they  endeavour 
to  do  it;  and  hence,  if  they  cannot,  they  comfort  them- 
Lives  with  this,  the  Lord  accepts  my  endeavours,  not 
feeing  the  hypocrify  of  them,  or  elle  they  are  never 
at  peace,  or  very  feldom;  And  why?  Becaufe  they  fee 
not  to  the  end  of  that  which  is  aboliflied,  never  favv 
the  end,  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift.  Now  therefore,  when 
the  Lord  reveals  himfeif,  the  Lord  makes  him  Self 
known  without  the  vail,  fo  that  when  confcience  cries, 
you  tnuft  do  whatever  is  commanded,  or  die;  the 
Lord  Jefus  now  comes  and  appears,  and  faith,  There¬ 
fore  fee  what  need  thou  haft  of  me,  'who  have  fulfil¬ 
led  all  righteoufnefs,  and  done  all.  Receive  me  that 
have  done  it,  and  thou  ftialt  live.  O  but  may  I  now 
as  I  lift?  Am  I  now  free  from  the’ law  ?  No,  it  is  to 
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be  thy  rule  and  life  in  heaven,  but  “  I  will  write  my 
la.is  in  thy  heart,  and  caufe  thee  to  walk  in  niy 
s-  hence,  the  foul  fees  all  done  for  him;  i. 
In  Chrift.  a.  All  that  he  is  to  do  for  Chrirt;  he  fees 
it  not  in  means,  nor  in  himfelf,  but  in  the  Lord’s  pro¬ 
mile,  and  here  faith  hangs,  and  has  peace.  For  two 
things  trouble ; 

Firft,  I  have  broke  the  firft  covenant  of  the  law, 
Chriii  appears  not  as  one  that  exahs  the  debt,  but  as 
one  that  comes  to  enrich  him  when  poor. 

Secondly,  i  cannot  walk  after  it  as  a  rule,  Chrill  ap¬ 
pears  in  this  covenant,  and  promifeth  to  caufe  him  to 
do  it;  and  hence,  after  all  departings  from  the  Lord, 
he  will  not  depart  further  by  unbelief,  but  fees  the 
end  of  the  law,  which  is  Chrill,  that  in  him  he  may 
perform  the  covenant,  and  by  him  be  firengthened  to 
walk  with  him  as  after  a  rule:  For  the  covenant  of 
grace  is  not,  Chrill  will  be  righteoufnefs  to  thee  if 
thou  wilt  walk  after  the  law  as  a  rule,  but  Chrill  will 
do  both :  and  this  the  foul  fees  in  its  glory,  elfe  it  is 
no  fight.  Hence,  2  Cor.  iii.  gofpel  Is  called  “  The 
“  miniflration  of  glory,”  which  no  carnal  heart  can 
fee;  for  the  vail  is  taken  away  when  it  turns  to  the 
Lord,  and  fees  him.  The  faints  only  with  open  face 
behold  this:  It  is  true,  for  a  time  they  may  make  of 
Chrill  a  Mofes,  as  Peter,  Luke  v.  8.  “  Lord  depart 

“  from  me,  I  am  a  finful  man.”  And  the  Lord  may 
deal  roughly  with  them  to  humble  them,  as  Jofeph 
did  to  his  brethren,  but  it  will  not  ever  hold;  and  the 
Lord  appearing  thus  to  them  that  have  been  Hung  by 
the  law,  and  that  killing  letter,  now  the  Lord  appears 
in  ineffable  beauty  and  glory;  to  others  there  is  nothing 
in  it :  they  may  fee  this,  yet  not  believe. 

3.  In  feeing  the  Lord  in  the  glory  of  his  grace,  or 
fitnefs  for  him,  and  this  is  the  main:  for  look  as  it 
is  in  marriage,  there  is  a  refpect  to  beauty  and  feature, 
and  that  draws.  Now,  a  woman  fometimes  appears 
to  one  fo,  that  though  portion  be  great,  See.  yet  he 
cannot  like,  another  can  becaufe  Cod  has  a  hand  in  it, 

and 
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and  what  fits  the  fancy,  that  is  beauty:  there  is  a 
fuitablenefs  every  way.  So  Chrift  is  prefented  with  a 
rich  portion  to  many,  and  yet  they  cannot  like,  cannot 
fee  a  beauty,  becaufe  they  cannot  fee  a  fttnels  and 
fuitablenefs  to  them,  and  for  them:  another  man  can; 
becaufe  he  fees  fitnefs  and  fuitablenels  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
for  him,  in  refpect  of  his  mifery  and  fin,  and  his  graci¬ 
ous  difpofition,  John  i.  14.  u  But  we  law  his  glory  full 
of  grace  and  truth.’7  Pi.  xlv.  2.  u  1  hou  art  fairei  than 
“  the  children  of  men,  full  of  grace  are  thy  lips:”  which 
is  fo  beautiful  in  the  Lord’s  eyes,  that  the  Father  hence 
exalts  the  Son,  for  all  the  grace  he  fhews  to  his  eledt. 
Now  what  makes  Chriftappear  fit?  Anf.  The  knowledge 
of  a  man’s  felf,  and  fenle  of  vilenefs;  hence,  Luke  vii. 
29,  30.  “  The  Phariiees  defpifed  the  counfel  ol  God 
6t  againft  themfelves,  when  Publicans  juftified  God,” 
&c.  And  it  is  a  rule,  that  the  laving- knowledge  of 
Chrift  is  dependant  upon  the  fenfible  knowledge  of  a 
man’s  fell.  Let  a  Chriftian  in  thrift  lie  in  his  fins, 
and  comfort  himfelf  in  reraiffion  of  them  without  re¬ 
pentance,  he  may  talk  of  Chrift,  but  no  beauty  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  Chrift:  So  it  is  at  firft,  the  foul  (eels  fin,  and  that 
God  is  holy,  and  will  hate  him:  then  the  Lord  fhews 
Chrift  came  to  call  fuch.  Yea,  but  I  have  no  good  and 
cannot  help  myfell:  Chrift  appears  fit  to  feek  out  inch. 
O  but  I  cannot  fee,  nor  believe,  nor  be  affedted;  Chrift 
appears  one  fit  to  do  all,  full  of  wildom  to  perform  the 
fecond  covenant.  O  but  I  want  all  things;  Chrift 
appears  all-fufficient.  O  bet  I  fhall  fall;  Chrift  ap¬ 
pears  conftant  in  his  love.  O  but  he  is  far  to  leek; 
Chrift  appears  prefent.  O  but  I  {hall  fin;  Chrift  ap- 
pears  merciful  to  bear  with,  and  heal  infirmities.  O 
but  I  fhall  believe  too  loan;  he  is  fit  to  prepare  and 
difpofe.  O  but  all  the  world  will  be  againft  me; 
Chrift  therefore  appears  fit  to  rule  all  tor  me.  O  but 
death  and  grave  may  hurt  me;  Chrift  appears  fie,  who 
has  conquered  all :  and  this  is  ever  in  the  hunts. 
Now,  left  you  fhould  think  you  have  this  when  you 


have  not,  and  know  it  not 
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1.  If  ever  the  Lord  has  thus  revealed  hlmfelf  to 
thee,  he  has  brought,  this  light  out  of  darknefs,  and 
made  thee  fenfible  of  it,  2  Cor.  iv.  5,  6.  O  you  that 
have  been  a  little  troubled,  and  then  hear  of  Chriff, 
and  then  depend  on  him,  and  wait  for  comfort  from 
him,  and  now  you  are  well :  you  never  yet  faw  him. 
-Nay,  if  truly  enlightened,  you  will  go  mourning  to 
your  graves,  for  your  ignorance  of  him,  Prov.  xxx.  2. 

and  .eldom  is  your  darknels  feen  and  felt,  but  there  is 
iome  beam  let  in. 

2*  It  damps  the  glory  of  all  the  world,  that  a  man 
lays  down  all  at  Chrift’s  feet,  as  the  wife  men, 
i,Iat.  11  As  glow-worm-liars  go  out  when  the  light 
0  un  ar'ieth,  io  all  the  comforts,  and  all  the 
mneries  of  the  world  are  nothing  now,  Ads  vii.  I 
lee  Jefus. 

_  3*  y  makes  a  man  very  vile  in  his  own  eyes, 
ila.  vi.  5.  Nay,  his  excellency  vile  as  Ifaiah  his 
tongue,  and  wonders  that  the  Lord  fhould  look  upon 
him  a  worm  who  is  fo  glorious.  “  What  am  I  that 
the  mother  of  my  Lord  fhould  come  to  me,”  &c.  He 
fees  Chrilt  fit,  and  then  fees  his  glory,  and  then  faith, 

“What,  me  Lord?”  me  to  hand  before  thee?  Lord 
depart,  I  am  a  finful  man  ! 


4.  It  neceflitates  the  heart  to  believe,  not  with  af- 
futance,  but  with  a  clinging  to  him:  hypocrites  have 
knowledge  of  Chrilf,  but  it  never  heats  the  heart; 
this,  as  file  neccffarily  heats,  and  that  which  is  put  to 
it  is  heated,  fo  here:  for  the  fight  of  the  lalt  end 
doth  neceflitate  vvhen  it  is  feen,  Ifa.  lv.  4,  5.  “  They 

lhall  1  un  to  thee,  becaule  God  has  glorified  thee,” 
f\om.  i.  16,  17.  it  is  the  power  of  God,  for  there  is 
righteoufpefs  revealed:  that  though  the  Lord  bids 
depart,  yeV.he  cannot  be  gone;  nay,  when  he  con. 
c] titles,  yet  as  Jonah  ii.  4.  fo  he  can  fee  to  a  temple 
through  the  belly  of  a  whale.  Many  fay,  may  I  be¬ 
lieve?  or  I  cannot  prize  him!  I  tell  you  when  the 
Lord  appears  as  he  is,  you  cannot  refill:  that  light, 
but  you  mult  cling  to  him. 
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~  Where  this  is,  a  man  refts  not  here,  but  fees 

more  and  more  of  him,  John  i.  49.  5°-  A  nia'1  feeS 
now  his  glory,  but  alter  he  {hall  lee  his  love,  and  a  ter 

that  he  fliall  know  his  mind,  x  Cor.  11.  9;  {  9" 

“  The  myfterv  of  his  will.”  And  then  his  conitant 

prefer.ce,  and  all  his  walkings  with  him  and  towards 
him,  fo  as  to  be  familiar  with  him,  that  m  tune  ot 
old  a^e,  he  fliall  be  an  acquaintance  ot  '-links, 

2  Cor.  iii  18.  “  From  glory  to  glory;”  whereas  an 
hypocrite’s  light  goes  out,  or  grows  not.  Hence  many 
ancient  handers  take  all  their  comfort  from  tne  fir  It  vv  01  k 
and  droop  when  in  old  age.  I  know  the  faint  s  ng  it  is 
obfcured,  and  the  Lord  hides  his  lace,  but  then  they  aie 
troubled,’  and  it  fliall  break  out  “  with  healing  m  his 
«  wings.”  Nay,  all  their  life-time  they  may  think  they 
know  him  not;  becaufe  they  have  not  thofe  meamres. 

O  therefore  fee  a  neceffity  oi  it. 

1.  You  that  are  vile,  and  ignorant  of  Chnlt,  no 
faith  yet,  no  Chrift  yet :  And  what  then?  ihy  Ims 
are  upon  thee  now,  and  wo  to  thee,  for  the  wiaUi 
“  to  come.”  O  poor  creature!  thou  daft  not  lee,  nor 
canft  not  fee ;  if  thou  didlt,  thou  would!!  not  crucuy 

the  Lord  of  glory.  -  ,  _  , 

2.  You  that  be  profeffors  of  the  church.  O  deceive 

not  yourfelves,  if  the  Lord  has  enlightened  you, 
blefs  him.  If  Chrift  were  here,  he  would  blefs  you, 
Mat.  xiii.  16.  Nay,  when  he  was  here,  he  did  it,  he 
doth  it  in  heaven/  “  I  thank  thee,  Father,”^  Lx, 
Mat.  xi.  25.  Luke  x.  21.  But  if  not,  all  is  unbound 
that  ever  you  had.  O  therefore  look  you  be  not 
ceived  here,  and  therefore  wait  upon  the  Lord  to  ma- 
nifeft  himfeif.  Who  knows  but  the  Lord  may  help: 
Nay,  when  you  are  feeling  of  the  infinite  need  01  it, 
and  of  your  own  woful  blind  nefs,  it  is  begun. 

S  E  C  T.  VL 

I  l  .  ■  _  ' 

Ufe  3.  SEE  the  happinefs  of  faints  (all  you  Handers 
by)  and  of  all  believers?  You  think  what  are  they  ? 

■  '  L4  What 
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What  have  they,  that  I  have  not  ?  What  get  they  by 
eekmg,  by  mourning?  They  have  the  Lord  himfelf 
not  kingdoms  nor  heaven,  nor  guard  of  angels,  nor 
pardon,  nor  comfort  or  grace  only,  but  which  is 
gi  eater,  and  than  winch  there  can  be  no  greater,  the 
-ore  ot  glory  himlelh  Is  there  any  thing  that  is  trood 
there .  It  is  theirs.  I  doubt  not  but  angels  hand 
amazed  at  this.  What  halt  thou  ?  Thou  halt  peace, 

and  ea*e,  and  duties,  and  friends,  but  no  Chrilt,  then 
poor  and  curfed  thou  art. 

t 

SECT.  VII. 

Ufe  4.  Hence  learn  to  judge  of  your  faith,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  or  tne  right  make  or  no?  whether  it  be  fuch 
a  faith  as  will  never  fail  you,  but  (hall  in  de'gpelt  mi- 
icn^s,  in  iorelt  agonies,  and  molt  furious  temptations, 
nay,  in  greateft  fins  and  delertions,  be  indeed  a  friend 
unto  you?  Is  it  fuch  a  faith  as  pitches  on,  and  clofeth 
with  tne  pencil  o,  Chrilt  himiell,  and  him  alone?  So 
that  all  the  delights  in  creatures  quiet  thee  not,  unlefs 
thou  canlt  find  him  through  them :  Nay,  no  ordinan¬ 
ces  cheer  thee,  unlefs  ttiou  canlt  fee  him  in  them  1 
Nay,  heaven  itfelf  will  not  content  thee,  but  him  in 
heaven,  1  ia).  Ixxiii.  25-  And  hence  it  is  him  thou 
Jeekelt,  him  thou  feelt,  it  is  him  thou  approve!!  thy- 
jc.i  unto,  and  lei  veil;  So  that  it  is  this  Lock  ol  Ages 
thou  trufielt  to,  Ha.  xxvi.  3,  4.  It  is  his  firength 
thou  art  ltrong  by,  it  is  his  life  thou  live  ft  by,  it  is  the 
Lord  himfelf  that  thy  faith  fathoms.  This  is  right, 

1  Pet.  ii.  7.  For  now,  what  good  can  the  Father 
deny  thee,  when  he  has  given  a  Son  to  thee?  What 
hurt  can  Satan  do  thee  by  all  his  fhakings,  when  thou 
halt  the  Son  himfelf,  this  corner-ltone,  this  horn  of 
ialvation  to  fupport  thee?  What  hurt  can  the  law  do 
thee,  when  thou  halt  righteoulhefs  in  a  Son  ?  What 
hurt  can  delufion  do  thee,  when  thou  halt  wifdom  ever 
plotting  for  thy  good,  in  fuch  a  glorious  Head  as  the 

Son  ? 


V 


TEN  VIRGINS. 

\ 

Son  ?  What  hurt  can  death  do  thee,  or  fin  do  thee, 
when  thy  life  is  in  the  Son?  u  O  lead  me  to  the 
4t  Rock,”  faith  David,  41  that  is  higher  than  I.”  G 
here  is  a  Rock  higher  than  death,  than  grave,  than 
jin,  than  Satan:  Who  can  hurt  thee  now?  But,  O 
beloved,  how  many  fall  (hort  of  “  entering  into  this 
“  reft?”  and  clofing  with  this  perfon?  And  there  are 
four  forts  of  them,  that  fpin  the, fined  thread  of  deceit 
to  themfelves,  that  think  they  believe  when  yet  they 
have  not  the  Son. 

i.  Thole  that  do  not  clofe  with  himfelf,  but  only 
come  to  him  for  feme  righteoufnefs  out  ol  himfelf, 
(for  I  fiiall  not  fpeak  of  them  that  forfake  all,  and 
follow  Chrifc  for  the  bag  and  for  the  loaves),  for  it  is 
with  all  men  living  naturally,  as  it  is  with  men  that 
have  been  rich  fhopkeepers,  but  now  they  are  broke, 
and  call  into  great  want;  fteal  they  will  not;  dig 
they  cannot,  beg  they  know  not  how ;  turn  appren¬ 
tice  to  another  they  mull:  not,  they,  have  not  been 
ufed  to  that  life;  hence  they  refolve  to  let  up  their 
trade  again,  though  they  fell  but  pins,  and  points, 
and  fmall  wares ;  and  becaufe  they  cannot  fet  up  for 
themfelves,  they  go  unto  merchants  to  help  them, 
and  run  into  their  books  on  trull,  and  defire  day  and 
patience,  and  they  will  pay  them  all  again:  now  it  is 
not  the  man  that  they  refpeft,  but  to  make  up  their 
markets  out  of  him;  but  alas!  they  cannot  pay  their 
debts,  and  hence  to  prifon  they  go.  lb  it  is  here. 
God  fet  up  Adam  with  a  Hock  in  his  own  hand,  now 
he  is  broken,  and  call  into  great  want,  and  fears  the 
arrell  of  God’s  difpleafure;  now,  fin  men  dare  not, 
dig  and  help  themfelves  they  cannot,  and  to  beg  and 
live  upon  the  Lord  and  his  alms  they  know  not  how, 
indeed  they  will  not,  they  are  not  ufed  to  this  life; 
hence  feek  to  fet  up  their  trade  again,  though  in 
never  fo  fmall  duties;  and  becaufe  they  cannot  help 
themfelves,  hence  they  go  to  Chrift,  not  as  to 
an  hufoand  for  himfelf,  but  as  to  a  merchant  to  fet 
*  *’  1  *  them 
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Lem  up  again  :  and  truly  Ohrid  for  many  ends,  and 
to  hew  his  freenefs  to  his  own,  gives  many  talents  to 
uch,  which  they  receiving,  hope  to  pleai'e  the  Lord 
by;  when  I  can  get  the  Lord  to  give  me  fome  more 
knowledge,  brokennefs,  affedions,  enlargements,  abi- 
lities  to  do,  thdn  I  hope  I  lhall  pleafe  him  :  but  either 
they  Ipend  all  and  fall  away  to  nothing  before  they 
cue  or  elfe  death  comes  and  carries  them  captive 
to  the  judgment-feat  of  God,  and  there  they  fee 
they  are  run  but  the  deeper  in  debt,  and  not  able  to 
pay.  Thus  it  is  with  Papilts,  who  profefs  that  none  of 
their  own  works  fave,  but  his  works  in  us,  and  his  blood 
meriting,  that  thefe  fhall  fave.  Hence  they  trull  not 
to  what  they  do,  but  to  what  the  Lord  does,  againft 
which  very  faith  the  apollle  difputes,  Rom.  iv.  5.  Thus 
it  was  with  the  Jews,  divers  defpifed  Ohrid,  and  fought 
a  nghteoulnefs  of  their  own  ;  others  cried,  Lord, 
Lord  ;  Lord  there  be  thefe  fins  that  wring  my  con- 
icience,  cate  me  of  them,  here  be  thefe  duties  I  mud  do, 
elfe  never  laved,  and  my  heart  is  dead,  O  affedt  me,’ 
and  help  me  to  do  them  :  there  be  fuch  works  I  am 
10  perform,  and  have  no  llrength  to  pray,  to  prophefy, 
Lord  alii (l  me,  Mat.  vii.  21,  22.  “  Depart,  I  know 

v‘  y°u  n°b”  never  accepted  of  you  ;  you  thought 
thefe  things  would  pleafe  me,  you  doled  not  with 
me,  O  now  depart  from  me,  from  my  fellowlhip,  my 
bofom,  my  prefence  :  for  this  is  ever  their  frame,  they 
think  to  pacify  God  by  what  they  do,  and  though 
they  think  his  jullice  cannot,  yet  they  hope  there  is 
Inch  indulgence  in  his  mercy  (hat  he  vvill  accept. 
jl  b u .>  it  w as,  Iia.  1  v i  1 1 .  2.  for  this  is  their  temper,  they 
are  not  wounded  with  the  want  of-  Ohrid  himfelf,  but 
with  fome  jarrings  againd  the  law,  for  which  they 
fear  they  mud  die.  Hence,  not  feeing  into  the  fpiri- 
tual  nature  of  the  law,  they  are  wounded,  not  llain  by 
the  law  :  they  hope  they  lhall  live  if  they  can  leave 
fuch  fins,  perform  fuch  duties,  feel  fuch  abilities. 
Now  having  made  trial  at  home,  they  go  to  Ohrid, 

and 
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and  feek  him  with  delight  for  to  work  this  or  that, 
and  then  they  are  well:  now,  if  they  do  not  receive  at 
prcfent,  then  they  hope  by  feeking  to  find  in  time,  it 
he  doth  not  help  them,  then  they  thall  be  well.  Hence 
they  ever  live  in  feme  fin,  and  know  it  not,  as  thefe 
did,  and 'as  the  young  man,  IVIat.  xix.  And  thus  it 
is,  as  it  is  with  two  princes,  one  is  in  trouble  by  inro- 
ders;  he  fends- for  aid  to  another,  but  doth  not  caft 
down  his  crown,  and  put  himlelf  in  iubjedlion  to  the 
other.  So  men  will  be  kings,  and  hence  fend  for  aid 
again  ft  the  inrodes  of  feme  fin  that  flings  confidence, 
but  put  not  themfelves  under  the  Lord  Jelus.  Bting 
thofe  mine  enemies  hither,  Luke  xix.  27*  one 
word,  as  the  wound  is,  fo  is  my  clofing^  with  Chrifl: 
if  one  be  in  outward  trouble,  now  to  Chi  iff  he  goes 
to  deliver;  if  preffed  with  inward  trouble  for  fome 
fins,  now  to  Chrifl  to  remove  them,  and  fo  to  pacify 
confidence;  if  with  want  of  Chrifl  himlelf,  now  he  goes 
for  himfelf. 

2.  Thofe  that  clofe  with  promifes  without  Chrifl  him¬ 
felf,  and  divide  between  them  two,  that  ftrip  Chrift 
of  thefe  his  fwadling- clouts,  make  their  gain  of  thefe, 
and  let  himfelf  go.  1  confefs  all  a  Chriflian’s  wealth 
is  laid  up  in  promifes,  not  in  words  and  fyllables,  for 
they  are  dead  things,  but  Chrifl  in  them,  and  Cod’s 
faithfulnefs  in  them,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  4,  5.  This  is 
all  my  falvation,  for  all  fulnefs  is  in  Chrift,  he  is  rich, 
but  what  am  I  the  better?  nay  the  more  miferable, 
for  all  emptinefs  is  in  me;  therefore  in  the  promife 
lies  my  peace.  And  this  is  a  Chriftian’s  fupport  in 
all  troubles,  and  hence  he  calls  anchor  here,  but 
here  is  his  frame,  he  lays  not  hold  on  them  without 
Chrift,  but  by  them  goes  to  Chrift,  and  there  refts, 
John  vi.  46.  u  He  that  has  heard  of  the  Father 
“  cometh  unto  me.”  Give  children  milk  in  the  difh, 
they  cry  ftill,  they  mufl  have  it  from  the  mother,  and 
there  fuck:  fo  2  Pet.  i.  2,  3.  Now  there  are  others, 
that  finding  fome  work  in  themfelves  without  Chrift, 

and 
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and  thinking  that  it  is  faving,  and  fo  a  good  fi™,  • 
hence  are  miltaken,  and  clofe  with  it  without  Chrift! 
and  now  tney  think  it  is  well.  I  doubt  not  but  the 

iromife8^  HeT?'  T/°?d  themfelves  with  that 
ptomiie,  He  that  confeffeth,”  &c.  Prov.  xxviii  i, 

not  underftandmg  of  it,  Mat.  iii.  «  Say  not  within’ 
younelves,  we  have  Abraham  to  our  father-”  that 
prom ne  kept  them  off. from  Chrift,  Mat.  xxii.  Some 
came  not  to  the  feaft,  fome  came,  but  without  a  wed! 
dmg  garment.  It  is  with  thefe  men  as  it  is  with  men 
hat  come  to  buy  wines,  they  tafte  them,  and  con¬ 
tent  themfelves  with  a  tafte*  another  buys  the  thing  - 
a  amt  doth.fo;  another  taftes  the  fweet,  and  after 
tails  to  the  unpardonable  fin,  Heb.  vi.  Or  as  it  is 

tT!^  mman  lllat  fueS  <;°rn  °n  the  Sr°und,  he  buys 
nc  field,  another  he  gleans  fomewhat,  and  contents 

himfeh  with  that.  I  here  is  in  one  word  a  double 
error : 

I'trft,  When  a  man  fhall  clofe  with  Chrift  with¬ 
out  prom  lies ;  and  hence  feek  to  be  feated  withont 
a  promife.  Hence  fay  fome,  you  muft  not  gather 

any  evidence  from  any  qualification  you  feel  in 
yourfelf.  -  J 

Secondly,  When  men  flxall  fnatch  and  nibble  at 
promiles,  and  mifapply  them,  not  clofing  with  Chrift 
•  in  them  and  by  them;  I  have  confeffed  my  fin,  and 
repented,  and  run  away  with  this  without  Chrift  O 
time  will  come  the  Lord  will  fay,  how  cameft'thou 
in  hither;  what  haft  thou  to  do  to  take  my  promifes 
into  thy  month?  to  arm  thvfelf  againft  Chrift  by  pro¬ 
mifes  to  make  a  fpoil  of  Chrift’s  grants,  and  let  him 
be  crucified  ?  When  Saul  rent  off  Samuel’s  garment 
he  laid,  “  he  Lord  fhall  rend,”  &c.  i  Sam.  xv. 
27>  2ti-  1  he  letter  kills,  all  promifes  without  Chrift 

flay,  becaufe  they  keep  the  familhing  foul  from  bread 
itfelf. 

.3-  Thofe  that  clofe  not  with  promifes  only,  but 
.with  Chi iit  himfelf,  but  it  is  only  with  the  image  and 

fancy 
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fancy  of  him,  which  they  think  is  himfelf.  In  true 
faith  the  Father  reveals  the  Son  as  he  is,  or  the  Son 
reveals  himfelf  as  he  is,  and  faith  hence  clofes  with 
him  as  he  is,  John  vi.  40.  But  fome  there  be  that 
hear  of  him,  hence  think  what  he  is.  Hence  a  carnal 
mind  imagines  of  him  as  it  imagines  of  a  king  in  a 
far  country,  and  falls  down  to  his  image,  and  trulls 
to  it,  and  depends  on  it,  and  joys  in  it,  until  a  man 
comes  to  be  converted,  or  to  die :  and  then  he  fees 
the  deceit.  Or  if  he  did  fee  him,  yet  he  can  fee  no 
beauty  in  him  to  defire  him.  There  is  many  a  man 
in  this  cafe  that  trulls  to,  and  joys  in  Chrift,  whom  if 
he  did  know  he  would  loath.  John  came  preaching 
the  gofpel  to  (hew  them  Chrilt,  they  all  came  to  him, 
and  rejoiced  in  his  light,  but  it  was  but  for  a  feafon  : 
for  when  he  came  to  Chew  them  u  there  he  is,’’  John 
i.  29.  not  one  man  flirs  when  he  fhews  them  Chrilt, 
and  ver.  35.  “  only  two:”  and  chap.  iii.  32.  Iso 
man  received  his  teftimony.  This  is,  beloved,  the 
great  fin  and  caufe  of  all  the  reft,  if  they  had  known 
they  would  not  have  crucified  the' Lord  of  ,  glory. 
Chrift  is  not  feen,  hence  not  thought  of,  hence  not 
efteemed,  hence  men  boaft  not  in  him  :  Nay,  it  is  the 
great  plague  under  means,  that  in  leeing  they  fee  not. 
4<  Lord  how  long?”  You  fay  Chrift  is  never  fo  clearly 
true,  but  thou  in  feeing  mayft  not  fee;  and  if  it  be  feen, 
thus,  then  look  for  ruin,  Ifa.  vi.  9,  10,  ir,  12.  We 
fay  Chriftians  want  not  light,  but  life  and  affedlions, 
O  beg  for  light  that  will  bring  affections,  elfe  all  affec¬ 
tions  will  dry  up,  if  not  fed  with  this  Spring,  John  v.  37  0 
What  people  had  fuch  means  as  they,  yet  they  had  not 
eyes  to  fee  ? 

4.  Thofe  that  do  not  clofe  with  the  bare  fancy  of 
Chrift,  but  with  himfelf :  but  it  is  not  for  himfelf, 
and  for  his  holinefs,  but  only  for  his  peace,  and  con- 
folations  and  joys.  Like  a  lick  woman  that  comes  to 
the  phyfician,  not  to  marry  her,  but  to  heal  her,  cure 
her,  and  fo  comfort  hera  Or,  if  Ihe  doth  come  to 

marry 
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rnarry  him,  it  is  only  to  fatisfy  her  luft,  or  to  have  her 
irom  trouble,.  &c.  In  a  word,  they  receive  Chrift, 
that  he  may  give  contentment  to  them,  and  not  that 
hereby  they  may  alfo  give  contentment  unto  him.  They 
dole  with  Chrift  to  make  them  happy,  not  to  make 
them  holy;  but  they  thus  doling  with  him,  think  they 
have  him,  and  hence  rejoice  exceedingly,  and  hence 
have  a  love  to  him,  and  hence  have  fome  kind  of  com¬ 
munion  with  him,  and  hence  think  they  are  efpoufed 
to  him,  and  more  familiar  with  him  than  others,  and 
hence  verily  look  with  t-hefe  41  five  foolifh  virgins,” 
to  embrace  the  ioridegroom  :  That  look  as  a  faint  from 
a  falfe  apprenenficn  or  Chrift,  to  be  none  of  his,  may 
be  very  lad,  lore  his  joy,  nay  his  very  love,  in  the  a£t 
of  it,  nay  his  communion  and  boldnefs  to  go  to  him, 
nay  his  expedition  of  him;  lb  from  a  falfe  conceit 
that  Chrift  is  mine,  e  contra .  Thus  a  man  is  grievoufly 
troubled  with  the  light  or  God’s  anger,  and  with 
horror,  and  ufeth  all  means,  at  laft  he  fees  only  Chrift 
can  do  it,  and  hence  leeks  lor  and  prizeth  his  love 
for  his  own  eaie,  for  as  horror  may  be  his  grcateft 
evil,  fo  love  to  eafe  him  may  be  his  greateft  good: 
.At  laft  he  is  fully  peri  waded.  How?  By  anv  work 
or  word?  No,  but  God  has  perfwaded,  and  it  is  now 
fealed,  hence  joy.  But  now  there  is  matter  of  more 
trouble,  holinefs  and  dole  walking  with  Chrift,  this 
is  troublefome;  he  cares  not  for  Chrift,  to  help  him 
here;  but  devileth  how  to  keep  Chrift  and  joy  without 
holmeis.  Hence,  let  a  world  oi  fin  lie  upon  them, 
they  be  not  troubled  with  that,  they  look  up  to 
Chrift;  or  if  they  fee  and  be  troubled  at  it,  they  take 
it  as  a  burden,  not  as  the  greateft  burden.  Hence 
(fay  men)  you  mult  not  judge  of  your  eftate  by  any 
thing  or  qualification  you  feel  in  yourfelf,  for  thefe 
may  fail  your  eye-light  in  mifty  times  (but  we  mult 
follow  it  then,  and  not  reft  till  we  fee  and  find  it;  for, 

“  without  holinefs  no  man  lhall  fee  God.”)  Hence  a!!b 
let.  there  be  never  fo  many  falls,  yet  fay  they,  never 

call 
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call  your  ftate  into  queftion,  hence  they  profefs, 
we  cannot  move  till  we  be  moved,  and  if  I  do  not,  it 
is  not  my  fault.  Hence,  if  minifters  do  preach  any 
things  which  are  not  about  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  or 
the  excellency  of  a  Chriftian  in  Chrift,  or  the  empti- 
nefs  of  the  creature  to  prepare  for  Chrift  (which  are 
indeed  of  great  ufe)  and  prefs  to  any  work  or  fervice 
of  Chrift,  they  are  legal  preachers,  and  bring  people 
under  a  covenant  of  works.  Whereas,  if  we  preach 
duties,  and  leave  them  as  ligns,  before  being  in  Chrift, 
they  are  fo;  but  here  to  preach  any  duty  ot  the  law, 
is  part  of  the  l'weet  will  of  Chrift.  Tell  us  (fay  they) 
what  we  lhould  do.  What  can  a  man  do  ?  “  He  can  do 
“all  things  through  Chrift True,  but  Chrift  inuft 
come  to  aft  it.  Yea,  but  he  has  a  faith  to  fetch  it, 
1  John  i.  6.  Many  faid  they  had  communion  with 
him,  1  John  ii.  3,  4.  It  feems,  they  faid  “  they  had 
“  no  fin,”  as  now  fome  fay,  God  fees  no  fin  in  jufli  - 
fied  people,  God  looks  to  the  new  creature  only,  it  is 
not  I  but  fin:  if  the  Spirit  help  not,  it  is  not  my  fault. 
Not  many  days  fince  it  did  lie  upon  the  fpirit  of  one, 
who  feeing  Chrift  has  undertaken  all,  clofed  with  him, 
rejoiced  in  him,  not  for  this  end,  not  from  the  beauty 
they  faw  in  holinefs,  nor  bitternefs  of  finfulnefs,  but 
becaufe  they  lhould  be  eafed  of  the  work.  I  have 
known  them  that  have  lived  in  fome  fin,  and  promifed 
the  Lord  fhall  be  bleffed  if  he  lave  them  in  their  fin; 
and  conceiting  he  would  have  loved  him;  thus  thefe. 
In  a  word,  the  foul  of  man  defires  reft  and  peace,  feeks 
for  it  in  creatures,  feeks  to  fatisfy  itfelf  there,  there 
it  cannot;  hence  feeks  for  it  (as  many  dying  men  do) 
in  Chrift,  not  in  the  grace,  but  in  the  joy  of  Chrift; 
not  in  Chrift’s  holy  prefence,  but  in  his  comforting 
prefence;  feeking  the  utmoft  perfection  of  a  Chriftian 
in  the  feal  of  the  Spirit,  not  in  the  mighty  actings  of 
the  Spirit  for  God.  Hence  he  is  deluded,  and  fancies 
he  has  Chrift,  and  hence  joy.  Sin  is  the  great  evil,  hence 

the 
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the  end  of  Ghrifl’s  coming  is  to  take  it  away.  Hence 
i  a  man  cioie  with  Clirift,  to  remove  horror,  not  fm, 
and  io  has  not  clofed  with  him  for  his  holinefs,  yon 
never  doled  with  Chrift  for  the  end  of  his  coming, 
not  for  his,  but  only  for  your  own  ends,  and  fo  it  is 
not  lnm,  but  his,  2  Cor.  ii.  15.  The  gofpel  is 
-a  favour  to  them  that  perifly-  if  Qf  death  to  death. 
O  confider  of  thefe  things  if  it  be  not  thus,  i  John  v. 
ii,  12.  Hail  thou  the  Son  for  thy  portion  ?  Doll  thou 
lee  his  glory  full  of  grace  to  accept  and  handily  thee, 
thou  haft  hie:  u  not  tlie  Son,  but  only  fomething  from 
him,  O  cleat n  and  not  life?  The  bonds  of  death,  not 
life,  are  upon  tnee,  which  no  creature  can  unloofe 

unlefs  the  Lord  come  to  thy  grave-fide  and  unloofe 
thee. 


SECT.  VII. 


Ufe  5-  Of  Exhort,  i  O  clofe  with  the  perfon  of  the 
Lord  Jefus:  you  will  think  this  is  not  a  right  courfe 
thus  to  do.  We  cannot  do  it.  Enf.  Vet  the  gofpel 
has  commands  and  entreaties  wherewith  Ch rift’s  Spirit 
goes  to  the  elect;  and  if  you  could'  fee  Chrilt  in  the 
minillry  of  man,  you  fhould  feel  it ;  and  hence  we  look 
it  Ihould  be  fo:  And  belides,  faints  that  have  faith  and 
power,  are  quickened  by  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God. 
Confider  therefore, 

i.  All  men  are  fallen  into  a  hottomlefs  gulf  of  mi- 
fery  and  fin,  though  once  righteous.  Hence  God’s 
truth  having  faid,  “  He  that  fins  fliall  die  :”  Hence 
jultice  comes  out  to  do  execution,  and  when  the  neck 
of  all  men  thus  lies  on  the  block,  yet  mercy  pities, 
and  faith,  O  fpare,  lave?  Satisfy  me,  faith  juftice, 
then  I  will:  Hence  mercy  fends  forth  a  Son,  when 
no  men  nor  angels  could  help,  and  he  takes  fiefh, 

takes 
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takes  all  their  fin,  fulfils  all  righteotifnefs,  bears  their 
forrows,  and  by  “  one  offering  perfects  for  ever  them 
“  that  are  fandtified  ;”  and  having  done  this,  is  now 
at  the  right  hand  of  God  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  all 
creatures  fubjeft  to  him,  all  excellencies  being  met 
together  in  him :  fo  that  now  he  is  the  delight  ol  God, 
the  joy  of  heaven;  fo  that  whatfoever  thou  canft  want, 
or  lofeft,  if  thou  hadft  him  thou  {halt  find  it  in  him : 
and  alto  whatever  he  can  do  for  thee,  in  his  time  thou, 
{halt  receive  it  from  him,  Deut.  xxxiii.  26.  29,  “  Who 

“  is  like  the  God  of  Jeihurun.” 

2.  Now  there  is  a  univerfifl  offer  to  all  people 
where  the  gofpel  comes;  enemies  aie  entieatecl 
to  be  reconciled  ;  for  though  he .  has  not  died  for 
all,  yet  now  being’  king,  iuch  is  his  excellency, 
that  he  is  worthy  of  all:  Hence  commands  all  to.re- 
ceive  him :  and  if  this  be  a  condemning  fin  to  rejeft 
him,  it  is  then  a  command  lies  upon  you  to  receive 
him’  and  the  foundation  of  this  offer  is  your  wants 
and  miferies.  ,You  are  dead,  O  come  to  him  there¬ 
fore  lor  life:  weak,  guilty,  blind,  O  therefore  come 
to  him  for  pardon,  peace  and  life.  Not  fulnels, 
nothing  but  emptinefs  is  the  ground  of  this  offei , 
Jer.  in.  22. 

3.  -Hence  there  is  nothing  on  God’s  part,  nor  yet 
on  your  part  that  can  keep  you  from  him.  No  fins,  no 
wants,  utile fs  it  be  your  will,  Mat.  xxiii.  37*  Fneie- 
fore  now  whoever  will  fliall  have  him,  let  him  take 
him,  Rev.  xxii.  17.  There  be  two  afts  of  the  will, 
election  and  refolution,  I  mult  have  him,  which  if  you 
will,  nothing  that  ever  thou  did  ft  or  canft  do  can 
pleafe  the  Father  fo  much  :  fo  that  he  will,  1.  Adopt 
thee  to  be  his  Ion,  John  i.  12.  As  e  contra.  2.  Thou 
{halt  enrich  thyfelf  with  a  greater  bleffing  than  if  hea¬ 
ven,  and  earth,  and  all  glory  was  put  into  thy  hand, 
as  the  Lord  himfelf  is  better  than  all;  and  hence  once 
thine,  ever  thine,  none  fliall  pull  thee  out  of  his  hand, 
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2  IV.  i.  5.  And  it  (hall  rejoice  the  heart  of  Chrifi 
ruin  Teh  in  heaven,  when  as  his  bride  thou  give!!  to 
um  thy  good  will,  Ifa.  Ixii.  5.  And  if  you  do  not 
ktls  the  Son  he  will  be  angry,  Pfalra  ii.  And  God 

knows  whether  now  the  laid  word,  the  laid  offer  is  to 
be  made  to  thee. 

ObjeSl.  2.  But  l  find  fuch  fins  in  me,  that  till  they 
are  gone  I  dare  not.  J 

Anf.  Then  you  will  firld  remove  fin,  and  after  re¬ 
ceive  Chrift:  firld  be  your  own  laviours,  and  then 
make  him  another:  you  fhall  never  do  it.  O  clofe 

with  him  to  take  fin  away,  becaufe  fick,  therefore  re¬ 
ceive  him. 

ObjeEl.  2.  But  I  have  no  will,  my  heart  is  endeared 
to  my  fin. 

Anf.  Therefore  refign  up  thyfelf  to  him  to' give  thee 
a  will  (put  it  into  his  hand  as  bad  as  it  is,  this  is 
fpoufe-like),  and  to  take  away  that  will  to  fin,  fo  thou 
/halt  have  him;  “  I  am  my  beloved’s,  he  is  mine:” 
For  the  Father  looks  to  the  law,  and  faith,  Sinner,  if 
thou  believe,  thou  flialt  be  faved.;  now  lie  under  the 
Spirit,  and  you  are  where  you  lhould  be;  refill  here, 
you  refill  the  Holy  Ghoid.  O  but  fin  is  dear.  Con- 
lider,  r.  What  good  did  it  ever  do  thee.  2.  Has 
Chrifi  Hied  his  blood  or  no;  if  not,  O  the  wrath  of 
God  is  to  come;  if  he  has,,  O  wilt  thou  offer  this 
wrong  to  his  blood,  that  a  lull  fhall  be  dearer  than  it, 
thy  bloody  knives  dearer  than  the  life,  and  death,  and 
mercy  of  a  Son:  O  therefore  if  any  foul  has  any  lufl 
dear,  I  befeech  you  by  ail  the  bitter  1'orrows  of  Chrill, 
not  to  reject  fo  great  falvation. 

ObjeEl.  3,  But  mull  I  receive  Chrifi  with  my  own 
fdrength  ? 

o 

Anf.  No,  you  cannot,  nor  ought  not;  but  if  the 
Lord  puts  flrength  in  thee,  put  it  forth.  Many  fol¬ 
lowed  Chrifi  for  loaves,  but  none  that  ever  came  to 
him  for  himfelf  that  ever  he  put  away,  Pfalm  lxxxi. 
11,  12,  13.  “I  Ihewed  much  love,  but  they  would 

“  none 
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*£  none  of  me;  O  that  they  had  hearkened.”  At  this 
inftant  God  may  give  thee  a  heart. 

ObjeSl.  4.  But  I  fliall  never  get  my  fins  removed 
that  I  feel,  which  I  think  cannot  (land  with  grace. 

A iif*  God’s  promile  and  reafon  is  crofs  to  thy  fears; 
if  a  fon,  all  things  alfo  though  many  years  hence, 
Rom.  viii.  32.  If  not  by  receiving,  is  it  by  rejecting 
that  thou  fhalt  attain  thy  end!  It  is  true,  thou  halt 
fallen  off  by  thy  fin  from  Chrift,  becaufe  thy  falls 
have  made  thee  fall  off  by  unbelief  from  him,  and  made 
thee  fay,  either  I  do  not  believe,  or  the  Lord  intends 
no  good  to  me :  you  have  had  no  ftrength,  becaufe: 
not  fatisfied  with  meat. 

Object.  5.  But  I  may  prefume. 

Anf.  Is  it  preemption  to  honour  Chrift,  and  to 
have  him  honoured  in  thee?  No,  Dolt  thou  think  if 
the  Lord  fliall  after  all  thy  fins,  and  in  the  midft  of  all 
thy  miferies  give  thee  Chrift,  lhall  he  not  be  honour¬ 
ed  by  this?  Yes,  who  can  ever  have  fuch  caiife  to  love 
him  as  I?  Shall  not  thy  receiving  of  him  by  faith 
honour  him?  Yes,  Rom.  iv.  20.  Canft  thou  difhonour 
him  fo  much  as  by  rejecting  him?  When  he  has  laid 
down  his  life,  fliewed  his  love,  offers  himfelf;  now  to 
rejett  him,  it  is  to  offer  greateft  contempt  to  him  and 
his  love  that  can  be :  lienee  can  you  honour  him  fo 
much  as  by  this?  Do  never  fo  much  without  him,  he 
Is  unfatisned:  do  this,  he  is  well-pleafed.  Nay,  after 
all  thy  fins,  yet  he  faith,  “  Return  to  me:”.  Nay,  no¬ 
thing  elfe  is  fuch  a  means  to  honour  him,  by  doing 
for  him.  If  fo,  grant  thou  art  vile,  unworthy,  poor, 
yet  for  the  honour  of  the  Lord  Jefus  do  it,  who  is  but 
little  honoured  iu  the  world,  and  ftand  out  no  longer: 
thus  receive  him,  and  then  know  it  you  are  fons,  and 
rejoice  in  it,  and  do  it  now  while  the  Spirit  is  upon 
thee,  and  remember  now  not  to  change,  Jer.  ii.  11. 
As  women,  O  I  would  not  change;  fee  how  happy 
is  thy  joys  :  But  Lord,  who  has  believed  our  re¬ 
port  ? 
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^ricfu  How  may  the  foul  come  to  clofe  with  the 
perfon  of  the  Lord  Jefus? 

Anf.  i.  Before  any  man  clofe,  that  is,  fee  and  fay  he 
doth  clofe  with  the  Lord  as  his  own,  he  mull  feel  a 
want  of  the .  Lord  and  his  prefence,  not  only  of  his 
Comforting',  but  of  his  holy  prefence;  for  fome  people 
there  be  that  never  felt  a  want  of  Chrift  at  all,  they 
are  great  and  grievous  fmners,  but  they  truft  to  Chrift, 
and  though  he  kill  them,  yet  they  will  trull  to  him : 
others  are  in  rnifery,  and  they  feel  a  want  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  hence  dole  with  Chrih  for  that,  Plalm  Ixxvii. 
35.  Others  are  in  horror,  and  know  not  what  to  do, 
and  they  feel  a  want  of  the  comforts  of  Chrill,  and 
lienee  clofe  with  Chrift  for  that,  and  if  they  find  it,  they 
depart  from  Chrill  by  loofenefs  of  life,  if  not  by  defpair 
of  heart,  as  Saul,  1  Sam.  xxviii.  ct  God  anlwers  me 
tc  not  by  Urim,”  he.  Others  feel  a  want  of  fome 
righteoufnefs  from  Chrill,  the  having  of  which  fup- 
ports  and  fuflains  them  without  Chrill,  till  with  the 
prodigal,  when  all  is  fpent,  then  they  think  of  bread 
at  home,  and  the  want  of  which  makes  them  to  have 
lefs  efteem.of,  and  defire  after  Chrill,  but  they  are 
full  of  objections  againll  the  thoughts  of  doling  with 
him,  but  hence  they  clofe  with  Chrill  for  that.  Others 
there  are  that  feel  a  want  of  the  Lord  himfelf,  and 
hence  clofe  with  him  for  himfelf;  fo  that  let  a  man 
have  all  bleffings  in  the  world,  the  purity  of  ordinances, 
never  fo  many  elapfes,  and  droppings  cf  divine  light, 
and  life  and  comfort  in  thefe  ordinances,  that  he 
wonders  the  Lord  fhould  be  fo  good  to  him,  yet  he 
flail  find  (if  right)  his  foul  fecretly  unquiet  and  un- 
fatisfied  till  he  has  the  Lord  himfelf.  As  the  favour 
of  meat  makes  a  man  that  wants  it,  cry  the  more 
after  it,  long  the  more  for  it ;  fo  the  favour  and  fweet 
of  all  creatures,  all  ordinances,  all  duties,  do  not  Hay 
but  llir  up  the  foul  to  leek  Chrill,  when  he  is  himfelf, 
]er.  1.  4.  a  They  fliaJl  feek  the  Lord  weeping.” 

II  ence  firlt  they  felt  a  want  of  him.  “  The  full  foul 

“  loaths 
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loath s  the  honey-comb.”  Let  the  Lord  be  never 
fo  fweet,  let  him  do  them  never  fo  much  good 
more  good  he  doth  them,  the  Ids  they  regard  him, 
Ter  ii  6.  “  They  faid  not,  where  is  the  Lon. 
Therefore  that  foul  that  truly  clofeth  with  the  Loru, 
mull  firft  feel  a  want  of  the  Lord,  and  fay  them  ordi¬ 
nances  are  not  bread,  thefe  creatures  are  not  ot  eat. 
all  thefe  parts,  gifts,  duties  are  not  bread,  hran  noe 
bread.  All  this  favour,  this  iweetnefs  u  is  not 
Hence  I  peri ili  for  want  of  bread,  I  have  creatures 
ordinances,  affections,  comforts,  duties,  but  O  no 
Chrill.  Like  the  prodigal,  Luke  xv.  17.  O 
do  not  only  fee,  but  feel  the  want  of  the  Loiu  Jem,, 
you  that  never  had  him  yet;  nay,  you  that  nave  him, 
you  cannot  have  more  of  him,  but  by  feeling  more 
the  want  of  him.  O  it  was  a  marvellous  expremon 
of  Moles,  when  the  Lord  began  to  be  weary  o.  t.icir 

company,  Exod.  xxxiii.  15-  “  ^  thou  SToe»  ROt  "'lth 

“  us,  carry  us  not  up  hence,”  that  is,  Let  us-  rather 
die  than  live  without  thee.  Mary,  when  Chrm  was 
crucified,  the  carcafe  of  the  Lord  was  gone,  hie  at 
there  weeping:  O  much  more  foi  tue  Lou  nmie  1 
It  is  obferved  by  fotne  for  the  faddefl  fpeclacle,  to  lee; 
Jefert  town:  O  what  is  it  to  fee  a  deiert  hedi,  w  iCto 
no  Chrill  inhabits  ?  Or  a  city,  and  no  inhabitants. 
And  hence  it  is  Rome’s  curfe,  to  be  made  “  an  habita- 
“  lion  of  devils;”  fo  here.  "What  is  hell,  but  tuL,  to 
fee  not  Abraham,  but  to  fee  Chrill  afar  eft?  and  thyfelf 
{hut  out.  It  may  be  it  is  no  forrow  now,  but  it  wm 
be.  It  is  a  fad  thing  to  fee  a  man  “  rife  up  early, 
“  go  to  bed  late,  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,”  and 
yet  gain  nothing,  Phil.  i.  2 1.  1  his  is  very  tad.  Cianlt 
is  our  gain,  all  the  creatures  you  have,  means  you  u*c, 
duties  you- do,  comforts  you  receive,  tney  ate  gmn, 
nay,  the  more  God  does  for  thee,  tue  mom  tnou 
lofeft,  if  no  Chrill,  becaufe  now  thou  art  full  by  this 
means.  O  therefore  get  a  heart  lenfible  ot  the  want 
of  the  Lord.  Think  there  is  a  Chrill,  whole  glory  i 
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the  amazement  of  heaven,  bat  O  I  fee  him  not. 
Happy  forever  are  they  that  have  him,  but  O  I  have 
him  not.  Your  hungry  bellies  cannot  want  bread,  if 
t  ney  do,  they  are  never  quiet  till  they  have  it.  Is  the 
.Lord  no  better  ?  Lord  grant  this  contempt  be  not 
revenged  with  fpiritual  plagues!  Some  of  you  know 
not  your  want,  others  feel  it  not,  you  can  live  without 
iiini,  worfe  tnan  Saul,  he  went  to  Urim,  and  lamented 
111  Sreat  diftrefs,  “  He  anfwers  me  not!”  O  you  feel  no 
di  1't re fs,  becaufe  of  this,  I  have  him  not!  Nay,  worfe 
than  Dives,  that  begged,  O  a  drop  of  “  water  to  cool 
“  my.  tongue!”  Why  cry  not  you,  O  the  Lord  Chrift 
to  comfort  my  heart'!  Why  is  not  all  this  fulnefs 
longed  for!  O  therefore  let  nothing  elle  comfort,  and 
let  nothing  difcourage,  but  make  this  ufe  of  all,  O  I 
want  him! 

2.  To  the  right  ciofing  with  his  perfon,  this  is  alfo 
^equii^d,  to  take  the  biiternefs  oi  fin,  as  the  greateft 
evil:  El fe  a  man  will  never  clofe  with  Chrift,  for  his 
holineiS  in  him,  and  from  him  as  the  greateft  good. 
*or  told  you  that  that  is  the  right  ciofing  with 
Chrift  for  himfelf,  when  it  is  for  his  holinefs.  For 
aik  a  wnorilli  heart,  what  beauty  he  fees  in  the  perfon 
of  Chrift,  he  will  after  he  has  locked  over  his  kingdom, 
his  righteoufnefs,  all  his  works,  fee  a  beauty  in  them, 
becauie  they  do  ierve  his  turn  to  comfort  him  only. 
Afk  a  virgin,  he  will  fee  his,  happinefs  in  all  ;  but 
*hat  which  makes  the  Lord  amiable,  is  his  holinefs, 
which  is  in  him,  to  make  him  holy  too;  as  in  marriage, 
it  is  perfonal  beauty  draws  the  heart.  And  hence  I 
iiave  thought  it  reafon,  he  that  loves  brethren  for  a 
little  grace,  will  love  Chrift  much  more.  Hence  if 
a  man  feels  not  the  want  of  Chrift,  the  bitternefs  of 
iin,  as  his  greateft  evil,  he  will  never  fee  nor  admire 
Chrifl’s  beauty,  much  lefs  clofe  with  it.  Hence 
John  xvi.  o.  “  Convinced!  the  world  of  fin,  becaufe 
“  they  believe  not  in  me,”  that  is,  of  that  chiefly. 

G  thefe  wrongs  done  againft  the  Lord !”  Why  not 
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of  wrath  and  hell?  O  fm  is  the  evil,  and  then  it  ap- 
pears  exceeding  evil,  when  not  again  it  g<xl  D 

but  again  ft  a  Son.  “  Saul,  why  perieeuteil  thou  • 
Acts  ix.  Why?  Did  he  not  give  m  lulls  and 
dence?  Yes,  but  in  allthefe  he  law  he  perlecuted 
And  after  faddell  fearch,,  1  have  feared  toe  want  oi 
this,  is  the  great  caufe  ot  all  a  man  s  do  ing  amm  nu  1 
Chrift.  1  would  but  alk  where  was  judas  s  wound. 
Was  it  reding  in  a  Pharifaical  righteoulnels  without 
Chrift?  Without  Chrift,  no,  for  he  toidook  aU  and 
followed  Chrift.  Was  it  want  of  profellion  oi  mm, 
preaching  for  him  !  No.  Was  it  lor  want  of  com- , 
reunion  with  him?  No:  one  im  he  lived  in,  he  had 
his  bav.  And  hence  when  many  went  U  ou\  him, 
he  {luck  to  him,  John  vi.  Judas  ftiU  cleaves  to  liim  : 
vet  even  then  Chrift  calls  him  a  devil,  wliicti  if  evei 
he  had  tafted  the  bitternefs  oi,  he  would  not  have  lived 
in,  nor  died  defperately,  feme  think  unpardonably 
without  Chrift,  and  fo  fm  more  again  ft  him.  Let 
any  man  living  fhew  me  how  he  can  dole  with  Cht  ill, > 
and  yet  love  one  fin  :  I  will  be  his  bond-man,  that  can 
fay',  I  clofe  with  Chrift  as  my  hufband,  and  jet  i  iOva 
my  whore  too.  Let  any  man  living  dole  with  Cm  ut, 
and  keep  his  fin,  or  hide  his  fm,  or  let  it  be  n.J, 
his  clofing  with  Chrift  lhall  harden  him  iu  his  fin*- 
and  fo  he  ilis.ll  die  without  Chrift  in  his  ims,  ciS  a 
\yrit,  Exod.  xxi.  24.  As  it  was  with  Joab.  who  lied 
to  the  horns  of  the  altar,  io  it  is  with  many  men,  uicy 
fin,  and  confefs  and  fin  under  all  laws;  why?  i  lie  \  fly 
to  Chrift,  and  this  emboldens  them,  hat  dens  tncin  ; 
why  ?  Becaufe  they  never  tafted  the  bitternefs  of  fm. 
I  know  a  man’s  fin  may  be  crucified  beiote  it  is 
mortified,  as  it  may  be  buried  alter  it  is  deacu  C  die  re¬ 
fer  e  I  befeech  you  look  to  this,  you  fail  not  here.  Ivla- 
ny  of  you  are  troubled,  O  take  heed  oi  being  com¬ 
forted  until  you  get  the  Lord  to  do  this  for  you,  or 
tinlefs  you  depend  upon  the  Lord  for  this  in  his  time. 
Some  apply  comfort  when  they  iee.no  good:  I  oar' 
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not  to  myfelf  or  others :  O  therefore  imagine  thou 
oica  hear  the  Lord  fpeaking,  why  clod  thou  perfecute 

™eV  1S  arraan  fo  Srieved  at  any  thing  that  erodes 
mmieif.  becaufe  a  man  loves  himfelf,  becaufe  he  thinks 
his  good  lies  there  mod :  O  fee  thy  good  more  in  Chrid 
than  m  thyfelf,  Ads  ix.  4.  O  me,  me  in  whom  all 
j,oo  io,  O  to  perfecute  him!  I  wo  men  here,  and  one 

is  in  horror,  and  the  other  not;  O  it  is  becaufe  God 
lets  it  on :  io  here. 

3*  lVlake  the  Lord  Jefus  prefent  with  you,  and  fee 
him  ready  before  you,  and  fee  him  willing  to  give 
himfelf  unto  you,  even  to  thee  in  particular.  Thofe 
that  give  themfelves  in  marriage,  feparate  themfclves 
from  all  company,  and  get  alone  together,  and  give 
themfelves  one  unto  another:  fo  fever  thyfelf  front  all 
die  woild,  and  let  the  Lord  really  before  thee,  as  David, 
Plalm  xvi.  8.  and  fo  clofe  one  with  another.  For  two 
things  keep  from  Chrid.  Either, 

Firft,  They  care  not  for  him,  and  the  caufe  is,  they 

make  him  not  prefent,  only  have  a  notion  and  reDort 
of  him.  h 

secondly,  They  dare  not  ciofe  with  him,  becaufe 
they  fear  he  is  not  willing  to  clofe  with  them,  with 
Oiheis,  not  witn  me;  lo  that  all  the  Scriptures  they 
read,  all  the  promifes  they  hear  are  very  l'weet,  but 
they  look  on  them  as  fpoken  to  others.  Hence, 
Acts  ii.  39..  “  For  the  promile  is  made  to  you,  and  to 

them  afar  off ;  be  thou  never  fo  far  off,  if  thou 
received  him,  he  will  receive  thee,  Luke  ii.  14. 

“  Good  will  to  men:”  O  fee  this  good-will  in  the 
Lord  to  have  thee  receive  him,  though  thou  had  no 
money,  nay,  becaufe  dead  and  vile,  nay,  becaufe  not 
icnfible.  Lev.  iii.  17,  18.  O  wonderful!  becaufe 
fenfelefs  of  mifery,  therefore  clofe  with  him.  1.  Is 
it  not  his  command  it  fhould  be  fo?  2.  Is  it  not  a 
fin  to  reject  him:  will  fee  not  be  angry  with  thee  to 
reject  him  ?  3.  Are  not  his  conditions  eafy,  fo  as  he 

has  undertaken  to  do  all  that  which  thou  fayed  thou 
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caral  not?  Why  wilt  not?  i.  O  if  I  were  a  child,  a 
ion  in  covenant,  I  would,  but  becaufe  ether  wife, 
hence  I  dare  not.  Anf  John  i.  12.  Receive  him, 
he*  will  make  thee  a  ion.  2.  O  but-  my  wants  are 
many.  Anf.  Receive  him,  he  will  make  thee  rich, 
Ifa.  tv.  1,  2,  3.  O  but  I  find  my  heart  endeared  to 
creatures.  Anj.  1  John  v.  4*  u  1  iris  the  v i£toi  y  that 
overconieth  the  world,  even  your  faith.  4*  ^ 
but  I  fhall  fall  back.  Anf.  No,  Jer.  iii.  22.  “  Return, 

“  and  he  will  heal  thy  backfliding.”  5.  O,  but  I 
fhall  never  be  able  to  do  any  thing.  Anf  Yes,  dole 
with  him,  and  thou  ihalt.  6.  O  but  i  am  very  vile 
before  the  Lord  after  all  Ido.  Anf  Yet,  Eph.  v.  25, 
26,  27.  He  Brail  make  thee  amiable,  only  receive 
him,  let  thy  heart  on  him  alone.  Now,  clo  you  think 
fie  bears  a  good  will  toward  you?  Can  you  deny  it? 
Shall  not  this  overcome  thee,  that  the  Lord  of  glory 
ihould  fall  in  love  with  thee,  and  bear  good  will  to 
thee  a  leper,  and  tnat  can  a  do  notmng  for  him,  and 
vet  for  all  this,  O  this  will  draw  thee.  Pf.  xxxvi.  6,  7. 
C  o  how  great  is  thy  loving  kindneisy’  this  makes  a 
heart  of  Heel  to  yield,  jer.  xxxi.  1,  2,  3.  O  this 
will  cut  you  in  hell,  O  hard  hearts  that  defpifed  fuch 
grace ! 

4.  If  the  ferious  thoughts  of  this  do  not  draw  thee 
at  leak  not  fo  fully;  look  up  to  the  Lord  to  reveal 
hirafelf  unto  thee  to  be  thine.  Lor  as  no  man  can 
take  Chrift  until  God  gives  him,  fo  no  man  can  fay 
he  is  his,  until  the  Lord  Brews  him  that  he  is  Ins. 
And  as  the  creature  cannot  refill,  but  take  when  the 
Lord  gives:  fo  it  cannot  but  iee  the  Lord  when  he 
reveals  himfelf  as  indeed  he  is.  And  look  to  lee 
him  to  be  yours  by  feme  proiiiife;  for  there  is  a  fee¬ 
ing  Chrift  mine  is  great  fulgor  without  the  light  of  a 
promife,  and  fpirit  in  it.  Is  Chriil  yours?  \  es,  I 
fee  it.  Hew?  by  any  word  or  promile?  No,  this 
is  a  delu lion.  The  other  is  by  promife,  and  that 
opened  in  the  gofpcl,  Eph.  i.  13,  34.  He  faith  not  in 
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whom  after  ye  were  fealed  you  believed,  but  e 
And  how  believed?  by  hearing  the  gofpel.  Hence 
amts  re  urn  to  this,  Pialm  li.  8.  «  Let  me  hear  the 

voice,”  i  Pet.  u.  i,  2,  3.  And  this  is  that  which 
has  kn,  the  hearts 'of  laints  to  Chrift  forever,  “Q 
thou  hail  the  words  of  life  For  there  is  a  voice 

t0.the,[TntS,  engraven  ^  all  mercies,  in  all 
afflictions,  m  all  God’s  leadings  of  them,  though  it  be 

m  a  wudernefs,  but  beloved,  cnlv  the  Word  can  tell 
me  the  meaning  of  thefe  words  of  love.  So  there  is 
love  of  Chrift  revealed  according  to  a  promife,  not 
by  it,  and  love  lpoken  in  mercies,  but  the  Word  in¬ 
terprets  them  and  clears  them  to  be  no  delufions  •  I 
mean  the  Spirit  there  :  This  is  judged  to  be  a  good 
anfwer  to  Rapids,  who  fhall  be  judge  of  contrroverfies  ? 

e  anfwer,  that  which  fliall  be  judge  at  the  lalt  day 
mult  oe  judge  now  :  but  fo,  Rom.  ii.  16.  John  xii.  48? 
^o. whether  does  God’s  Spirit  feal,  or  the  devil  delude? 
R  is  a  great  controverfy  if  you  have  not  a  word  to  fee 
God’s  love  by,  but  think  you  have  a  way  to  fee  it 
without,  this  Word  fliall  judge  you.  O  look  therefore 
ior  the  Lord  by  a  word  to  do  it,  and  fay,  “  SpeakLord;” 
and  if  by  word,  look  not  for  it  without  a  work  on 
your  own  heart.  Some  Chriftian’s  have  relied  with 
a  work  without  Chrilt,  which  is  abominable;  but 
alter  a  man  is  in  Chrift  not  to  judge  by  the  work,  is 
ftrft  not  to  judge  Iroin  a  word.  For  though  there 
is  a  word  which,  may  give  a  man  dependence  on 
Chrift,  without  feeling  any  work,  nay,  when  he  feels 
none,  as  abfolute  promiles,  yet  no  word  giving 
aihtrance,  but  that  which  is  made  to  forne  work ; 

lie  that  believeth,  or  is  poor  in  fpirit,”  &c.  till 
that  work  is  feen,  has  no  affurance  from  that  promife. 
Tell  him  God  has  pro  mi  fed-  to  pour  “  clean  water,” 
Ezek.  xxx vi.  Yes,  for  fome,  not  for  me.  Secondly, 

It  is  not  to  judge  by  the  Spirit,  for  the  apoftle  makes 
the  earned  of  the  Spirit  to  be  the  feal ;  now  earned  is 
part  of  the  money  bargained  for,  the  beginning  of 
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heaven,  of  the  light  and  life  of  it. :  He  that  fees  not 
the  Lord  is  his  by  that,  fees  no  God  his  at  all :  O 
therefore  dp  not  look  for  a  Spirit  without  a  word  to 
reveal,  nor  a  word  to  reveal  without  feeing  and'feel- 
ing  of  feme  work  firfi ;  I  thank  the  Lord  I  do  but 
pity  thofe  that  think  otherwife  .  if  a  fheep  of  Chrift, 

O  wander  not.  Object.  But  I  have  waited  long  for 
this.  Anf.  True,  therefore  more  need  to  wait  hill, 
it  may  be  now  it  is  not  far  off.  Object.  O  but  it  may 
be  he  will  not,  if  I  knew  that  I  could  be  quiet.  Anf. 

Down  proud  heart,  O  take  heed  of  that  pride  :  art 
not  worthy  never  to  hear  a  voice  from  God  ?  Be 
filent  then,  and  humble,  and  now  hear  what  the  Lord 
will  fay,  he  fpeaks  in  a  Hill  voice,  Pialm  lxxxv.  8. 
do  as  they  in  that  Pfalm  did  ;  thou  had  done  thus 
and  thus,  O  hear  us,  turn  us,  and  then  lie  dill  and 
liden  :  O  do  thus,  elfe  you  make  God  a  liar  if  the 
word  comes,  1  John  v.  10,  xi.  and  when  thou  haft 
him,  O  change  him  not. 

Firft,  What  dod  want,  and  where  wilt  go  to  find 
it  but  there  ;  any  creatures,  and  all  the  excellencies 
of  them  are  there,  and  in  time  of  trouble  he  will  be 
indead  of  ali,  and  alfo  blefs  all. 

Secondly,  Dod  want  grace  to  honour  a  God  ?  it  is 
in  him  the  fulnefs  of  it.  Dod  want  God  and  his  love  ? 
thou  had  him,  and  now  all  his  love,  his  care,  his 
wifdom  is  thine.  O  wonder  at  thy  lot  and  portion, 
and  fay.  Lord  I  have  enough.  Thus  much  of  the 
firlt  doctrine. 
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J'econd  coming  of  Chrift. 
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Obfero.  z.  That  the  church  and  people  of  God,  aftei 
they  are  truly  elpoufed  to  Chrift,  and  made  in  am 
meafure  ready  for  Cdiiri ft,  they  now  are  no  more  o 
this  wo:  Id,  but  looic  out  or  it,  and  verilv  expedt  the 
lecond  coming,  and  glorious  appearing  of  Chrift. 

It  L  true,  they  Iook  lor  his  coming  and  company 
at  the  lalt  period  of  their  life,  but  this  they  look  upon 
but  as  their  welcome  in  the  way,  until  the  lall 
trumpet  fliall  blow,  and  that  they  fhall  meet  the  Lord 
in  the  clouds  coming  in  the  air,  i  Thef.  iv.  18.  which 
is  the  lalt  and  chief  time  of  coming  they  look  out  for. 
The  Jive  wife  virgins  did  here  verily  look  for  him; 
the  five  foolilh  feemingly  did  fo  too:  That  look  as  it 
was  beloie  the  firlt  coming  of  Chrilt,  all  their  thoughts 
and  fearchings  of  heart  were  after  the  day,  and  time, 
and  glory  of  it,  i  Pet.  i.  io,  11.  And  the  nearer  his 
coming  was,  the  more  ardently  was  he  expedited : 
Hence  fuch  flocking  to  John’s  miniftry.  Hence  Simeon 
waited  long  for  the  “  confolation  of  Ifrael,”  So  the 
cfpoufed  and  beloved  of  the  Lord  look  out  for  his 
coming  now.  lie  has  left  them  as  orphans  in  this 
world,  he  has  divers  of  his  eleft  yet  to  bring  home, 
and  enemies  to  put  under  his  feet,  and  then  they  know 
he  will  come,  and  this  day  they  look  for  ;  as  Chrifb 
expects  it,  Heb.  x.  13.  By  the  fame  Spirit  they  look 
for  it. 

This  is  that  which  Chrift  fo  often  preffes  on  his  dif- 
xiples,  forefeeing  the  ilumbers  of  the  world,  to  be  ever 
watching  for  his  fecond  coming;  and  hence  thefe  alone 
are  accounted  bleffed,  Luke  xii.  37,  38.  That  let 
Chrilt  come  at  any  watch,  O  bleffed.  The  duration 
of  the  world  from  the  firlt  to  the  lecond  corn  in  2,  is 
but  as  it  were  a  night  divided  into  feveral.  watches; 
the  faints  are  the  watchmen  of  the  world,  who  you 
know  look  for  day-light,  though  it  be  long,  it  is  but 
a  night;  it  will  be  morning:  All  the  relt  are  like  birds 
at  their  chaff.  And  hence  he  tells  them  the  realon  of 
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the  uncertainty  of  his  coming,  makes  this  the  end  of 
it.  They  are  evangelical  commands  with  which  tneie 
o-oes  a  power.  Look  through  all  the  primitive  church 
in  the  golden  age,  they  had  all  this  itamp,  i  Cor,  i .7. 
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Waiting.”  1.  Thef.  i.  xo. 


To  wait  for  Chrift 

i  VV  aillllR*  "  X.  x.  aw.  ^ 

.«  from  heaven.”  Nay,  Heb.  ix.  28.  He  proleffeth 
:ho!e  only  may  know  the  iruit  of  nis  mlt  coming,  t  at 

u  now  look  for  him.” 

SECT.  II. 

Reafon  1.  BECAUSE  they  really  forefee,  and  fee 
fuch  a  day,  2  Pet.  ill.  3,  4-  “  I*  the  laft  days  hall 

“  come  [coffers,  faying,  where  is  the  promife  of  ms 
“  coming?  all  things  are  as  they  were,”  and  hence  live 
in  their  lulls,  die  in  their  own  dung,  and  never  look 
for  it.  But  thefe  forefee  it  really,  and  hence  look  for 
it.  Men  that  live  on  land,  and  love  the  imoke  ol  their 
own  chimneys,  never  look  out  to  other  coalls  and 
countries,  or  to  a  itrange  land;  but  feamen  that  ,aie 
bound  for  a  voyage,  and  have  a  pilot  with  them  that 
has  feen  the  coaft,  that  is  it  they  look  for;  fo  men 
that  live  in  this  world,  and  are  well  neie,  look  not 
after  Chrift  nor  his  coming,  but  they  that  have  a  pilot, 
a  Spirit  to  fhew  them,  this  day,  this  coaift  and  are 
bound  for  another  world,  they  look  out  for  mis;  they 
lee  it  two  ways; 

1.  By  the  eye  of  faith  in  the  promife,  2  Pet.  iii.  13. 
And  this  makes  the  foul  fee  it,  when  all  things  feenx 
to  be  againtt  it,  and  hence  expefts  it;  for  that  is  the 
difference  between  faith  and  nope,  ffaidr  with 

Chrift,  and  all  the  glory  of  Chrift,  in  the  promifes  as 
prefent,  hope  hence  fteps  forth  and  lays  hold  upon  the 
performance  itfelf  as  abient.  Faith  cntei  tains  the 
promife  as  a  faithful  meffenger,  and  fees  tnat  this 
meffage  is  true.  Hope  runs  out  of  doors  and  leaves 
it  with  faith,  and  looks  for  the  Loid  himlelf, 
Heb.  xi.  1. 

2.  By 
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faints  do  not  only  fee  thin,,-,  :n  ,  g  ,F‘  5 

and  words,  but 'fee  thud  as  n  etters  and  fy1Iables: 
The  wicked  fee  the  1  t  f  ^ 

(and  in  feeing  fee  not)  but  no-  *i  T*  ’  and  heaven, 
Now  the  glorious  coming  of  odd  tlien,lPeIves‘ 

***“*  h™  d0  ^  feeTbut^re- 

‘‘  fliews  thWn^hin^to^cone^M  ^  Which  Spirk 

“  eye  hath  not  f'en”  T  J,°hn  XVK  x3’  “  Which 
y  iidui  nor  teen.  t  hat  look  as  their  head  rhdfl- 

SMP^w^nsiw 

ly,  yet  fornetimes  when  the  Snirit-  of  r*  1 •  7 

clouded  o,  r  ■  opuit  of  Crod  iS  not  over¬ 

clouded,  they  fee  it  more  evidently.  For  this  is  thV 

great  plague  of  the  wicked,  they  (he  nothing  ao  >• 
and  in  hell  they  fee  how  they  have  been  deceived  1  So 

glvnom  impreffions  on  the  mind  of  t i'ingsP'»Tth«  am 
They  know  th.ngs  that  the  eye  fees  no®  as  th-r  are 
Inat  look  as  Abraham,  John  viii.  56.  “  faw  drill’s 

day  and  was  glad,”  though  afar  off;  f0  the  faints 
by  the  fame  Spirit.  Now  why  did  Noah  di-I  f-  > 
and  ,00k  for  a  flood  ?  Becaufi  he  faw  i^  ^ 

?3  Z  ,S/aid’  ‘‘They  knew  not,”  Mat.  xxiv. 

Lord  made  it  not  known.  Noah  did,  the  other  did 
not.  Hence  tne  faints  cannot  but  look  for  it. 

worid^wortli  i?r#Ufe  fee  nothin«  eire'  ^  this 
wodd  worth  looking  after,  no,  not  for  the  prefent. 

Tor  if  a  man  fees  the  day  of  the  Lord,  yet  has  fome 

prey,,,  h,s  eye  in  thin  world,  and  hi/gamn  before 

. 1  hl!  hl!ntin3  >o  catch  liis  venifon, 
hou  h  lie  comes  too  late  for  the  bleffing.  But  the 

worth  the?8  illS  PS°pIe  ?•  fee  nothill2  in  the  world 
worth  tne  hawking  or  catching. 


/ 


1.  The. 
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1.  They  fee  the  glory  of  another  day,  another  world, 
and  this  puts  out  the  glory  of  this,  and  hence  makes 
them  look  for  that;  and  hence  when  Chrift  would 
comfort  his  difciples,  he  promifes  nothing  here,  but 
tells  them,  44  In  my  Father’s  houfe  are  many  man- 
“  fions.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place,  and  I  will  come  to 
u  you  again,’5  John  xiv.  i,  2,  3.  And  hence  they 
feeing  this  to  be  endugh,  look  for  this. 

2.  They  fee  an  end  of  all  thefe  things,  of  ail  the 
glory  of  them,  and  that  thefe  fummer  fwallows  will 
take  their  wings,  and  fly  away  in  greateft  extremi¬ 
ties.  Hence  they  look  to  eternal  things,  the  Lord, 
and  his  coming,  2  Cor.  iv.  18.  44  We  look  not  at 
u  temporal  things.” 

3.  They  find  the  Lord  croffing  them  of  what  they 
look  for  in  this  world,  fometimes  of  outward  comforts, 
and  fometimes  of  the  performance  of  fpiritual  pro¬ 
mifes.  And  when.  God  thus  44  hedgeth  their  way 
“  with  thorns,”  then  they  “  think  of  their  firffc 

“  hufband.”  Look  as  it  was  with  Abraham,  Heb. 

# 

xi.  13.  You  know  firangers  when  their  way  is  un¬ 
comfortable,  ever  and  anon  look  for  their  Lome: 
Abraham  was  heir  of  the  world,  yet  he  fojourns  as 
a  ftranger  in  it,  in  tents,  14  becaufe  he  looks  for  a 
<c  city,”  ver.  10.  So  here,  faints  are  the  heirs  of 
all  creatures,  yet  the  Lord  makes  them  firangers 
here,  and  hence  they  look  for  fomething  elfe.  The 
things  God  has  promifed  to  his  people  are  very  great, 
but  not  accompli  filed.  Why?  Becaufe  full  accotn- 
plifhment  is  left  till  the  fail  day,  that  hope  may  wait, 
and  that  we  may  live  by  faith.  God  has  promifed 
to  44  take  away  all  tears;”  O  welcome  that  day! 
This  world  cannot  do  it,  £nd  the  Lord  here  will  not, 
1  Cor.  xv.  19.  44  If  our  hope  were  only  here,  we  were 
44  in  oft  miferable.” 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  they  fee  and  are  fenfible  of  their 
deliverance  from  wrath  to  come:  There  has  been 
much  wrath  in  the  woild  feen,  but  yet  the  great 
wrath  is  to  come;  what  that  is,  they  fee;  what  their 

efcapc 
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efcape  from  it  is,  they  fee.  Hence  they  look  for 
Uirilt,  when  he  fhalh  appear  like  the  riling  fun,  and  ' 
like^a  bridegroom  from  his  chamber  to  comfort  them, 

1  I  nell .  i.  10.  for  the  devils  look  for  this,  day,' 
and  natural  men,  but  feeing  wrath,  wifli  themfelves 
under  rocks  and  mountains,  and  feek  to  fmother  it  : 
bat^  faints  feeing  themfelves  delivered,  hence  calmly 
look  for  it. ^  The  lenie  ot  this  love  makes  them  lay, 
O  when  will  he  come,  that  1  may  “  fee  him  with 

“  thefe  eyes!”  They  fear  not  (for  why  Ihould  they) 
the  terror  of  this  day. 

Reafon  4.  Became  the  Lord  has  given  unto  them 
the  firft-fruits  of  glory,  and  of  that  day  of  glory, 
hence  they  look  and  wait  for  it.  You  know  the  firli- 
iruits  were  part  of  the  whole  vintage,  hence  they 
gave  thanks  ior  all,  becaufe  they  then  looked  for  all, 
Exod.  xxiii.  Rom.  viii.  2 3.  iC  We  having  the  fir  11- 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  wait  for  the  adoption.”  Look 
as  it  is  with  the  wicked,  that  have  rejected  (Shrift,  and 
counted  his  blood  a  common  thing,  and  done  defpite 
to  God’s  Spirit,  there  remains  nothing  “  but  a  fear- 
fill  looking  ior  ot  vengeance,”  fo  here  e  contra . 
Rom.  v.  x,  2,  3,  4,  5,  “  Being  juftifted  by  faith,” 

now,  1.  “  Peace  with  God.”  2.  Accefs  by  Chrift 
to  God.  3.  Standing  in  that  grace.  4.  Shedding 
of  love,  hence  not  only  hope,  but  “  glory  in  hope  of 
“  the  glory  of  God.”  There  is  none  efpoufed  to 
Chrift,  but  tafte  this  love,  feel  the  warmth  of  his  fel- 
lowlhip,  feel  the  abundance  of  his  love,  but  is  is  but 
in  a  little  mealure,  in  the  firft-fruits,  hence  they  look 
for  and  expect  the  red  at  his  coming.  They  are 
fometimes  full  of  fears,  what  if  ihut  out  at  la  11  ?  But 
when  they  feel  the;  firft-fruits  of  glory  at.  that  day,  now 
they  verily  look  for  his  coming.  Chrift  died,  we 
know,  but  it  was  not  poflible  for  hi  rtf  to  be  held  long, 
and  hence  role  again,  and  then  looked  for  glory, 
and  then  was  taken  up  to  glory:  So  here;  the  faints 
lie  dead  in  the  grave  of  fins  and  fears,  but  it  is  not 

poflible 
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psffible  for  them  ever  to  be  held  here  ;  hence  when 
“  rifen  with  Chrift4”  they  look  upon  “  things  above,” 
and  are  waiting  for  glory,  and  at  laft  are  taken  to 
dory  with  himfelf.  Look  as  Jacob,  Gen.  xlix.  18. 
laid,  “My  foul  waiteth  for  thy  ia'lvation;”  when  the 
Hakes  and  pins  of  his  flefhly  tabernacle  are  fooling, 
f0  the  Lord  is  looking  him  from  the  excellency  of  this 
world  ;  though  he  minds  other  things,  yet  he  recals 
Juirafetf,  “  My  foul  waiteth  for  thy  falvation,  O  Lord.” 

SECT.  III. 


ENCE  let  all  flefh  take  notice  that 


Uft  -E  •  JL  — 

tli ere  is  fuch  a  time,  and  day,  and  coming  of^the  Lord 
Jefus.  This  was  the  apo  filers  argument  to  prove  a 
reiurredlion,  u  Ghnft  is  rifen  *”  and  to  prove  this,  and. 
fo  a  re  fur  refit  ion  from  the  dead  at  Chriffis  comings 
t4C  el ie  your  faith  is  vain,55  ?.  e.  expefitation  of  him 
vain,  1  Cor.  xv.  14.  17*  Men  think  it  eafy^  to  be* 
lieve  a  refurrefiVion,  and  a  lecond  corning  of  Chrift 
for  that  end;  but  an  hoverly  flight  work  is  quickly 
done,  and  an  hoveriy  faith  is  quickly  wi  ought*  But 
when  a  man  comes  to  look  coniiderably,  Is  there  fuch. 
a  day  indeed  ?  Is  there  now  in  the  third  heavens  that 
will  fire  this  whole  world,  and  gather  his  faints  to  his 
glory  ?  Now  it  is  very  hard.  It  is  uiual  with  Satan 
to  pierce  with  extremities,  that  when  they  do  begin 
indeed  to  dole  with  Chrift,  and  receive  comfort  from 
him,  to  finite  them  with  thoughts:  Is  there  a  Chrift) 
and  is  there  fuch  a  time  of  coming  ?  Now  of  ail  the 
arguments  to  convince  and  perluade,  methinks  there 
is  none  like  this,  viz.  That  there  be  a  generation  of 
men  in  the  world,  that  verily  look  for  this  day  and 
fee  it,  and  have  the  'fir ft  fruits  and  beginnings  or  it 
already  in  their  fouls.  A  number  of  people  that  once 
never  minded  it,  heard  of  it,  but  looked  not  for 
it,  now  to  fee  it ;  flefh  and  blood  could  not,  Satan 
would  not  reveal  it,  hence  God  that  cannot  lie,  has 

N  fhewn 
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flicwrt  it  unto  them,  fo  as  they  are  in  a  manner  eye. 
witnefles  of  it  men  will  believe  eye-  witneffes  of  an v 
nmg,  e  pecially  if  many.  Such  are  the  efpoufed  of 

th?  Lo,'d  a11  aSes-  “  The  things  which  we  have 
‘  heard  and  feen  we  fpeak.” 

Object.  But  may  they  not  be  deceived,  and  conceit 
that  which  is  not  ? 

,  Anf.  True;  but  divine  revelation  of  any  truth 
tnat  cannot  deceive ;  for  that  is  no  fancy  of  the  head' 

nor  delufion  of  Satan.  Now  this  is  a  fecret  the  Spirit 
makes  known.  ‘ 


.  x‘  1,1  that  it  fills  the  mind  and  feeds  the  heart  with 
»f,  that  it  carries  unto  God  with  wonderment  of  blef- 
ing  h,m  that  ever  he  law  this*  Fancies  cannot  feed 
Specially  in  greateft  agonies  :  Now  they  chufe  mife- 
ry  on  this  ground,  rather  than  prefent  peace  here, 
lieu.  xi.  35.  “  Not  accepting  deliverance.” 

^2.  In  that  it  works  effects  crofs  to  nature,  nay,  to 
ail  a  man’s  lulls  in  them.  Noah  forefaw  a  flood  nigh, 
but  he  might  be  deceived.  No,  it  is  faid,  “  he  fear- 
“  ed,”  kept  clofe  to  God,  and  it  came  ;  fo  here. 

3.  This  light  whereby  they  fee,  is  not  onlv  fweet 
and  glorious,  and  crofs  to  heart  and  lulls,  but  it  is 
fudden,  as  with  Paul,  when  going  to  perfecute  “  fud- 
“  denly  there  fell  a  great  light,”  and  fo  he  faw’chrift. 
So  when  a  man  goes  on  in  his  fin,  and  fuddenly  the 
Lord  reveals  this  and  that  by  a  word  (elfe  it  is  a  de¬ 
ceit)  which  all  angels  could  not  do  before,  fo  as  to 
fee  it,  and  that  none  can  reveal  it  as  he  fees  it,  efpe- 
cially  to  bring  this  light  out  of  darkeefs,  this  muft  be 
miraculous  power,  and  no  dream.  But  what  do  I 

fpeak  of  feeing  ?  they  feel  the  beginnings  of  it  in  the 
firft-fru  its  of  it. 


For  two  great  things  fliall  be  at  that  day. 

Firft.  Then  all  the  eleCt  fliall  have  their  fill  of  love. 
Secondly ,  Triumph  in  Chrift,  when  in  the  clouds 
with  him.  Have  they  not  the  firfl  here?  Rom.  v.  5. 
The  feeling  of  which  love  cannot  be  a  fancy,  for  it 
cannot  conceive  of  it,  nor  hold  it.  This  is  an  infinite 

love, 
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love,  and  that  in  the  midft  of  the  fence  of  fin  and 
death.  That  many  times  they  are  even  fain  to  lay* 
Lord  hold.  2.  Triumph,  Rom.  v.  3.  and  that  m 
afflictions,  which  make  them  by  experience  fo  to  feel 
God  in  part,  that  they  triumph  for  time  to  come.  It 
is  true,  at  times  they  look  down  the  tower,  and  fo 
tremble,  but  while  they  look  up  here,  then  they  tri¬ 
umph,  having  accefs  to  the  grace  wherein  they  fland, 
fo  then  look  for  it,  there  (hall  be  fuch  a  day,  and  fucli 
a  coming  of  Chrilt,  Rev.  i.  7.  The  Father  has  ex¬ 
alted  the  Son  to  ineffable  glory.  But,  Lord  !  who 
fees  him  as  thefe,  in  his  glory,  or  to  come  forth  out 
of  his  glory  ?  It  is  but  table-talk.  But  “  behold  he 
“  comes,  and  every  eye  {hall  fee  him.”  The  Lord 
pities  you,  and  holds  out  bowels  of  love,  and  faith  * 
O  receive  me,  O  caft  away  thofe  bloody  knives  that 
have  pierced  me  ;  and  fends  his  Spirit  like  his  hand 
to  draw  you.  But  O  do  you  not  kick  his  bowels*, 
do  you  not  pierce  his  hands  and  feet  daily  ?  And 
when  you  have  done,  no  tears  !  But  he  comes,  and 
you  that  pierce  him  fhall  fee  him,  &c.  Conlider  of 
it,  therefore,  you  that  doubt  of  this,  you  that  think 
not  of  this,  and  hence  live  and  He  in  your  lufts*  and 
defpife  him.  Behold  he  comes  ! 

S  E  C  T.  IV. 

Ufe  2.  HeNCE  behold  the  happinefs  of  all  them 
that  be  efpoufed  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  that  their  hopes 
are  laid  up  in  another  world,  at  the  day  of  the  com¬ 
ing  oi  the  Lord  Jefus,  1  Cor.  xv.  19*  R  had 

“  hope  only  in  this  life,  we  were  of  all  men  moll  mi- 

ferable*”  Bscaufe  none  fo  foolifh,  or  fo  fenfible  of 
mifery  as  they,  but  our  hopes  llretch  to  another  lile, 
to  the  fecond  coming  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Sup- 
pofe  a  man  had  all  the  crowns  of  the  world  caft  at 
his  feet,  but  at  laft  to  be  dragged  before  the  judgment- 
feat  of  Chrift,  and  there  to  Hand  quaking,  what 
fhould  he  be  the  better  ?  What  though  faints  have 
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*}lpt*  ;f‘'erif  j!1  thi»  WOr,d>  but  at  la fi  “  with  thefe 
c>cs  they  (hall  lee  the  Lord,”  and  ftand  triumph- 

^  before  him,  and  have  a  real  fight  and  certain  ex- 

isthefe  ?  °  tlU3'  pe°pIe  *“  the  WOrId  fo  Sreat 

Quell.  JVbat  do  they  wait  and  expedi  for  f 

Anf.  Great  things,  which  may  allonifh  the  whole 
creation. 


2.  1  hey  look  for  him  “  to  change  their  vile  bodies  ” 
tnat  this  their  Hulband,  at  the  marriage-day,  fiiould 
take  away  thefe-vags,  “  and  make  them  like  unto  his 
gionous  body,”  brighter  than  the  fun  ;  fo  that  burn 
them,  cut  them  in  pieces,  they  fee  Ghrifi  loves  both, 

and  hence  holds  fword  and  foul  in  one  hand,  and  fcab- 
bard  in  another,  he. 

2.  1  ney  expect  he  fhould  take  away  all  their  fins, 
nnd  make  them  like  unto  himfelf,  engrave  on  their 
KmL  perfectly  his  own  image,  that  their  enemies  they 
^eel  now,,  they  look  they  “  fliall  never  fee  them  more.’*" 
t  John  iii,  2.  And  as  no  evil  like  it,  no  mercy  like 
thi^  ;  and  no  evil  to  faints  like  this,  that  yet  they  fhould 
grieve  the  heart  of  fuch  a  Hufhand, 

3*  They  look  he  fhould  take  away  all  farrows  ancl 
tears  from  them,  for  this  the  Lord  promifeth,  and  be¬ 
gins  to  execute  now,  but  it  fliall  be  perfected  then  ;; 
Iia.  xxv.  8,  p.  And  hence  called  C£  the  times  of  re- 
fi e filing.  Acts  iii.  ip,  20.  It  is  true,  the  fpoufe  and 
church  is  now  forrowful  to  the  very  heart  many  times, 

but  there  is  a  time  coming  that  they  fliall  never  for- 
row  more. 


4*  I  nev  look  he  fhould  take  away  all  fiiame  from 
them.  For  no  people  in  the  world  is  laden  with  more 
calumnies  and  reproaches  by  the  wicked  and  by  hypo- 
elites,  and  haid  fpeeches  irom  the  godly,  and  they 
doubt  whether  they  he  fons  or  no..  Now  then  the 
whole  vtforld  fliall  fee  they  are  fons,  and  fliall  ftand 
amazed  at  them,  and  fliall  not  doubt  of  it,  nor  them- 
felves  ;  for  the  Lord  fliall  proclaim  it,  and  they  fliall 

hear, 
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hear,  Tlicfe  are  my  jewels,  and  this  they  look  for, 
i  John  iii.  I,  2. 

5.  They  then  look  for  recompence  to  all  their  la- 
“  hour  of  love”  to  him  and  his.  Hence  x  Cor.  xv. 
58.  “  Knowing  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the 
“  Lord.”  Hence  the  apoltle  oft  defers  men  for  that  re- 
compence  till  now.  “  The  Lord  lhew  mercy  to  the 
“  houfe  of  Onefephorus  in  that  day,”  2  Tim.  i.  18, 
So  that  fome  hereticks  have  thought  iouls  fleep  till 
then.  They  may  pray  and  no  anfvver,  feek  to  do  good, 
and  do  none.  Q  but  the  Lord  will  recompence  them 
abundantly. 

6.  They  look  then  to  “  be  ever  with  the  Lord,” 
1  ThelT.  iv.  17.  Never  to  be  parted  from  him,  never 
to  live  without  him,  nay,  never  to  go  away  from  un¬ 
der  his  wing,  out  of  his  bleeding  bofom  of  love  and 
endlefs  and  unfpeakable  compaffions  any  more :  And 
being  with  him  to  fee  his  glory,  and  never  fee  the 
depth  of  it,  and  to  have  the  Lord  to  ferve  them,  Luke 
xii.  37,  38.  and  giving  whatever  they  call  for,  and  all 
this  when  thoufand  thoufands  lhall  at  this  time  be 
crving  for  a  drop  of  water,  and  cannot  get  it.  Now 
all  this  they  look  for,  and  more  too:  Which  is,  1.  Cer¬ 
tain.  For  “  hope  maketli  not  alhamed.”  2.  Which 
fills  their  hearts  with  glory,  and  unfpeakable  glory 
too  :  for  it  makes  it  fo  clear  and  certain,  that  they 
have  it  all  already  ;  for  though  abfent,  hope  makes 
it  as  prefent,  Rom.  viii.  24.  He  doth  not  lay  we  {hall 
be,  but  “  we  are  laved  by  hope.”  Faith  takes  bold 
on  the  beginning,  hope  on  the  end.  O  the  heavy 
wrath  of  God  tipon  a  world  of  poor  blind,  ignorant 
men  that  have  no  hope,  no  hope  of  Chrid,  no  hope 
of  glory,  unlefs  a  flattering  dead  hope.  W hat  a  fad 
thing  is  it  to  think  of  a  number  of  men  that  are  buri¬ 
ed  in  the  world,  and  never  to  awaken  until  they  iee 
Chrilt  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  coming  to  be  reveng¬ 
ed  on  them.  O  methinks  I  fee  them  falling  down 
before  the  Judgment-feat,  and  crying  out,  O  that  we 
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had  known  of  this  day  !  Q  alas  that  I  had  hope  !  but 
not  fuch  an  hope,  but  am  now  deceived.  O  it  is 
otherwife  with  faints,  they  fhall  find  what  they  hoped 
for,  and  infinitely  more.  What  hurt  can  any  do  them  ? 
Let  all  the  world  come  again!!  them,  their  Hufband 
will  come,  and  will  kick  them  under  his  feet.  Let 
them  load  them  with  reproaches,  fill  their  hearts  with 
lot  rows,  and  their  eyes  with  tears,  their  Lord’s  com¬ 
ing  will  comfort  them.  Let  Satan  tempt,  and  a  Fa- 
thei  hide  his  face,  behold  the  Lord  cometh,  that 
fhall  deliver  and  redeem  them  !  O  fee  their  blelfe'dnefs, 
and  let  it  draw  you  to  make  up  the  match  with  Chriii, 
that  never  did  it  yet  !  Ide  has  been  wooing  of  you, 
longing  for  you,  and  you  wooing  of  him  again,  Lord 
take  me  !  What  hinders  you  then  from  linking  the 
match,  and  concluding  it  l  To  give  thyfelf  this  day 
to  him,  and  take  him  only,  rejoice  in  him  only,  when 
nothing  thou  doll  can  be  fo  pleafing  to  him.  And 
now  you  may  look  and  believe  what  one  day  you 
fhall  to  your  comfort  feel.  And  account  yourfefveq 
moll  wretched  creatures  until  the  Lord  be  pleafed  to 
efpoule  you  to  himl'elf, 


SECT.  V. 

Ufd  3.  Of  Examp.  Or  hence  learn  what  to  judge 
of  thole  that  never  look  for  the  coming  and  company 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  :  It  is  with  them  as  it  was  with  the 
Israelites,  when  Mofes  was  gone  into  the  mount,  and 
flayed  there  long,  the  people  made  their  calf,  and 
went  to  their  feafting  and  rejoicing  :  So  the  Lord 
Jefus  being  gone  for  the  Spirit  of  life,  and  to  prepare 
a  place  of  glory,  it  being  now  long  fince,  they  make 
idols  of  their  jewels,  and  of  their  own  excellencies, 
and  of  whatfoever  is  glorious  in  their  eyes  in  this 
world.  Or  as  Chrift  compares  the  fecure  world, 
ct  As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Noah,  fo  fliall  it  be  or 
as  in  the  days  of  Lot,  when  they  never  knew  nor 
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looked  for  it,  though  told  of  it,  fo  it  is  with  them-. 
Do  you  think  thefe  are  efpouled  to  Chrift,  or  made 
ready  for  Chrift,  whole  glorious  appearing  is  never 
or  feldom,  or  the  lealt  thing  in  their  thoughts,  and 
are  far  from  feeing  and  felting  it  before  their  eyes 
Now,  becaufe  if  you  afk  men,  Do  you  look  lor 
fuch  a  time  to  fee  the  world  conlumed,  and  the  Lord 
revealed,  and  your  glory  with  him  ?  Every  one  will 
fay  Yes,  becaufe  indeed  they  have  a  dead  hope,  1 

fhall  therefore  give  dilcoveries  of  it. 

Si*H  i.  Thofe  whofe  hearts  prize  (though  their 
heads  do  not)  and  whofe  eyes  aie  dazzled  with  the 
withering  glory  of  this  world.  When  men  lie  under 
{not  for  a  fit,  for  Ghrift’s  difciples  wondered  at  the 
beauty  of  the  temple)  a  great  mittake  of  all  things 
here,  and  put  that  good  in  them  which  is  not,  and 
that  worth  upon  them  which  they  ought  not.  lor 
he  on  whofe  eyes  the  Sun  of  glory  has  rifen,  and 
looks  for  the  glory  which  (hall  be  revealed ;  looks 
upon  a  dunghill  world  as  (Grangers  do  upon  their  inn, 
and  as  travellers  do  on  their  tents,  make  a  fhilt  to 
rub  it  out  for  a  time,  but  O  home.  O  4,4  that  glory 
“  that  fiiall  be  revealed,”  Heb.  xi.  13.  .  They  were 
ftrangers,  becaufe  “  they  looked  for  a  city  : 7  Nay, 
they  look  upon  thefe  things,  as  God  and  Chrift  judge 
of  them  (for  they  have  Chrilt’s  mind)  x  Cor.  ii.  15. 
which  (land  for  cyphers  in  the  Lords  book.  Nay, 
they  look  upon  the  very  miferies  of  this  world  for 
Chrift,  greater  treafnres  than  the  happinefs  of  it,  and 
hence  chufe  it,  and  account  their  (cars  their  crown, 
their  ihame  their  glory,  their  Ioffes  their  gain,  their 
forrows  their  joys,  as  Heb.  xi.  25,  26.  Moles  ch'  fe 
to  fuffer,  and  efteemed  Chrifl’s  -  reproach  his  glory. 
And  why?  “  He  had  an  eye  to  the  recompence  of 
reward,”  and  faw  the  'God  invifible.  And  2  Cor. 
iv.  17.  u  It  works  an  exceeding  weight  of  glory.” 
Look  as  it  is  with  a  man  that  is  born  to  great  hopes 
of  a  crown  and  kingdom,  and  therefore  brought  up 
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not  in  ^  country  but  in  the  court ;  let  a  poor  man 

°  ,f  him  h,3,tlftched  houfe,  and  promife  him  if  he 

‘  AT1?  T*d  lve  VVlth  h,ro’  and  fcrve  him  in  his 
patched  clothes,  what  will  he  lay?  No,  begone  to  your 

tento,  a.n  a  grcatei  man  than  you  can  make  me, 

o  here  ;  a  man  that  is  born  and  begotten  to  a  lively 

hope  ol  a  crown  now,  by  the  refurredion  of  Chrift 

mid  ^ brought  up  under  the  wings  and  care  of  Chrift’ 

to  the  hopes  of  a  better  world,  offer  never  fo  much’ 

piomife  never  fo  fair,  I  am  greater  than  all  the  world 

can  make  me,  I  mull  not  have,  if  I  love  Chrift,  and 

I  cannot  have,  if  he.  loves  me,  both;  and  hence  looks 

to  honour  then,  and  peace  and  glory  then,  Col.  iii. 

T"’  3‘  /  c  13  olear’  then,  thou  looked  upon '  the 
tilings  of  the  world  as  great  things  ;  O  to  have  fuch 
honour,  fuch  an  ellate,  fo  many  cows  and  goats,  fo 
much  ground  paled  in,  fo  many  ploughs,  lands  and 
oxen  fit  for  labour,  fo  much  gain  to  come  in  every 
year,  and  Inch  parts,  and  gifts,  and  duties  to  get  me 
a  name,  to  live  before  the  bell  men,  and  to  be  good 
fgns  (to  comfort  me)  of  the  favour  of  God:  This  is 

a  goodly  thing,  the  very  hopes  heat  and  warm  the 
heart. 

1.  It  you  do  not  feel  pangs  in  parting  with  a  friend, 

a  o  orn-bleffing  io  oear,  you  are  not  dead  yet  to  it 
nor  riien  to  a  lively  hope  of  better  things.  ? 

2.  He  that  does  not  prize  the  evils  of  the  world, 
inore  than  the  good  in  it,  his  eyes  are  dazzled  with 
it  .  It  the  life  of  the  world  be  not  death  to  thee,  the 
comfort  of  the  world  borrow  to  thee,  O  they  draw 
toy  hear t  bom  Ooq  ;  hence  called  lying  vanities. 
Look  as  it  is  with  a  king  or  matter  that  gives  talents 
to  uie,  they  cad  them  by,  and  fifh  for  thenrfelves, 
they  look  not  for  the  coming  of  their  matters  :  So 
the  Lord  gives  you  his  ordinances  and  word,  to  life 
for  him,  and  you  fcramble  for  yourfelves,  to  enrich, 
and  hondur  and  comfort  yourfelves,  you  look  not  for 
the  Lord.  Faftors  that  go  far  fof  wealth,  they  will 
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not  bring  home  fione  and  rubbilh,  which  they  know 
U’ill  not  go  in  their  own  country,  hence  other  things 
that  are  of  more  price  he  fpends  his  time  for ;  io 
liere.  What  do  you  do,  you  that  eat  tnc  bread  of 
carefulneis,  lell  your  commodities  dear,  and  fet  ycui 
buyers  on  tainter-hooks  ?  I  look  to  be  rich.  ^  fou 
that  can  fpeak  well,  aud  have  parts,  and  profefs  iair- 
ly  •  but  go  into  your  clofets,  God  is  negledled  in 
your  hearts,  your  conftant  union  to  Chrill,  depend- 
ance  on  Chrill,  approving  yourfelves  to  Chrill,  is  not 
maintained.  I  would  laiii  be  honoured.  You  are 
come  far  from  your-  own  country  :  Why  did  you 
depart  thence  ?  To  be  free  from  trouble.  And  now¬ 
here,  what  flay  you  for?  O  for  eafe.  Will  thefe 
coins  go,  and  be  taken  at  the  laft  day  ?  No,  you  look 

not  for  that.  v 

Sign  2.  They  that  fay  they  look  for  Chrill,  but  do 
not  rejoice  abundantly  in- hope  of  this  time.  Some¬ 
times  the  hopes  of  God’s  people  begin  to  die,  and 
then  comfortlefs,  but  when  their  hopes  are  up,  and 
flirring,  and  not  wounded  by  fome  fin  or  fieeping, 
there  is  a  double  joy  that  now  they  have. 

1.  This  alone  comforts  them  and  fills  them,  John 
xiv.  i,  2,  3.  So  that  they  wonder  at  God,  though 
they  have  never  fo  little  here,  to  have  thefe  bleffings  - 
now,  and  everlafling  glory,  endlefs  companions  and 
mercy  at  that  day,  John  xvi.  22. 

2.  This  joy  is  glorious  joy,  higheft  comfort,  Rom. 
v.  3.  “  We  glory  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.5> 
Difgraced,  but  then  honoured;  hated  of  men,  but 
then  loved  of  Chrill ;  poor,  but  then  enriched  ;  mi- 
ferable,  but  then  bleffed  ;  empty,/ but  then  filled;  fa- 
therlefs,  friendlefs,  but  then  glorified.  O  I  tell  you, 
naileries  thus  confidered,  are  fweet !  Gan  it  be  other- 
wife  ?  Now  you  fay  you  hope  and  look  for  this  day. 
Where  is  your  comfort  of  it  ?  Where  is  your  glory- 
in  it  ?  Afts  i.  11,  12.  compared  with  Luke  xxiv.  52. 
So  thou  wilt  be  in  the  temple,  nay,  in  the  fields,  re- 
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joicing  and  bleffing  the  Lord,  that  ever  he  fhould  in¬ 
tend  to  fet  tiiee  at  his  right-hand,  at  that  great  day 
of  his  coming.  No  man  but  has  lomething  to  joy 
his  heart.  It  is  “  corn  and  wine  and  oil,”  and  not 
“  the  light  of  God’s  countenance”  at  this  day  ?  It  is  a 

fign  they  never  look  for.  Do  the  world  rejoice  in 
their  hopes,  and  not  faints  ? 

-%»•  3-  They  that  content  themfelves  with  any 
meafure  of  holinefs  and  grace;  they  look  not  for 
Chriil’s  coming  and  company.  For  faints  that  do 
look  for  him,  though  they  have' not  that  holinefs  and 
grace  they  would  have,  yet  they  reft  not  i'atisfied 
with  any  meafure,  i  John  iii.  3.  “He  that  hath  this 
“  hope  purifieth  himlelf  as  he  is  pure.”  Ghrift  finds 
us  not  lovely,  but  makes  us  lovely,  by  putting  on 
bis  own  garments,  imprinting  his  own  image.  Hence 
faints  content  not  themfelves  with  any  drefiings,  till 
made  glorious,  and  fo  fit  for  fellowftiip  with  that 
fpoufe.  And  when  the  foul  fees  this  love  to  be  a  fon, 
and  then  to  be  proclaimed  heir,  O  this  makes  them 
fet  Chrift  himfelf  as  a  pattern  to  walk  by.  Now 
therefore, 

1.  When  men  fhall  think  this  way  is  bad,  and  ano¬ 
ther  way  of  fome  faints  is  good,  and  take  a  copy  of  his 
courfe  from  them,  and  now  is  well,  this  only  is  to  be 
pure  as  man  is  pure. 

2.  When  a  man  leaves  not  till  he  gets  fuch  a  mea¬ 
fure  of  faith  and  grace,  and  now  when  he  has  got  this, 
contents  himfelf  with  this  as  a  good  fign,  he  lliall  be 
faved,  he  looks  not  for  Cfuift.  Or, 

3.  When  men  are  heavily  lostden  with  fin,  then 
dole  with  Chrilt,  and  then  are  comforted,  fealed,  and 
have  joy  that  fills  them,  and  now  the  work  is  done, 
and  they  are  pall  grace,  and  pall  repentance,  and  daily 
cleanfing,  now  they  ftudy  not  what  to  do  for  Chrifl, 
that  neither  family  nor  church  where  they  live,  are 
the  better  for  them. 

4.  When  men  ill  a  11  not  content  themfelves  with 

any 
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any  meafure,  but  wifh  they  had  more,  if  grace  would 
grow,  while  they  tell  clocks,  and  fit  idle,  and  fo  God 
ruuft  do  all,  but  do  not  purge  themfelves,  and  make 
work  of  it,  (indeed  faints  purge  not  themlelves  of 
themfelves,  for  dirty  hands  will  never  wafh  a  foul  face) 
but  by  a  daily  dependance  on,  and  importunity  of 
faith,  ligh  after  the  Lord  to  do  it  ;  verily  if  not  thus, 
you  look  not  for  Chrilb,  2  Pet.  iii.  11,  12.  14.  For 
if  you  did,  you  would  fay  and  think,  if  to  be  like 
him  be  my  glory,  O  then  that  I  might  have  it  now. 
Sons  that  are  born  to  their  hopes  in  the  court,  will 
go  in  the  court-fafhion  :  beggars  that  are  born  and 
brought  up  under  hedges,  content  themfelves  with 
their  rags  ;  fo  here  :  Lord  where  is  this  Spirit  ?  ef- 
pecially  even  among  us.  There  is  Icarce  any  but  ei¬ 
ther  would  be  honelf,  and  then  hopes  God  accepts  of 
his  will,  or  will  be  fo,  and  then  it  is  fo  much  as  will 
credit  or  comfort  him.  Lord,  where  is  the  man  that 
mourns  for  this  ?  How  far  fhort  he  falls  of  Chrifl,  of 
Chrifl’s  prayers,  Chrift’s  fpeeches,  Chrifl’s  meeknefs, 
but  only  patches  up  his  comforts  with  feme  ends  of 
gold  and  filver,  and  fherds  of  honefly  :  He  hath  heard 
others  teach  and  preach,  and  get  fome  iherds  of  know¬ 
ledge,  thence  he  fees  what  others  are,  and  do,  and 
gets  fomewhat  to  be  like  them,  have  jve  not  cried 
out,  men  are  too  good  to  be  better  in  our  own  land  ? 
And  unlefs  a  few  under  affliction  or  temptation,  who 
is  ?  I  pray  God  fuch  a  race  come  not  over  hither, 
where  God  looks  you  fhould  get  a  higher  pitch  ;  put 
off  your  wildernefs-fhoes,  get  thofe  fins  removed  that 
provoked  Gcd  there  ;  or  elfe  befides  the  mifery  of  a 
heart-brand  upon  thee,  thou  dolt  not  look  for  Chrifl, 
and  therefore  art  either  not  efpoufed,  or  afleep ;  and 
fhalt,  if  not  by  the  word,  by  the  terror  of  God  be 
dreadfully  awakened,  O  New-England,  New-England! 
that  art  now  making  a  conquelt  of  the  world,  and 
feekell  for  the  fpoil  of  it  to  enrich  thyfelf,  to  recover 
thy  Ioffes,  and  therefore  make  ft  a  truce  with  thy  dif- 
•  :  tempers 
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tempers  for  a  time,  and  doft  not  purge  thyfelf  as 
Giirdc  13  pure,  I  dare  not  yet  tell  thee  what  ChriA 
Jefus  has  to  lay  unto  thee  !  Therefore  think  of  this, 
that  do  not,  he  fltall  come  in  a  time  when  thou  looked 
not  for  him  :  And  haft  not  fo  much  grace  as  the  five 
fool  i  lb  virgins  had?  This  is  the  frame  of  men  and 
proteflors ;  what  are  they?  They  were  troubled, 
humiliation  is  paft;  they  have  looked  for  falvation  by 
Cnrift,  tfiat  is  pan ;  they  liave  been  comforted,  that 
is  paft  ;  what  holinefs  ?  They  will  pray  in  families, 
keep  company  with  faints,  ,get  into  Chrift,  receive 
Sacraments,  that  is  paft.  What  lack  they  yet  ?  Many 
wants,  but  God  accepts  their  defires  for  what  they 
want,  and  that  is  their  circle  ot  honelty  now,  and 
there  reft.  Is  it  not  thus?  Is  this  to  purge  like  Chrift? 
If  any  have  more,  O  wonder  at  the  Lord  for  it.  But 
if  not,  O  thy  doom  ! 

SECT.  VI. 

Ufe  4.  o  You  efpoufed  and  beloved  of  the  Lord, 
look  for  his  coming,  look  for  his  company ;  the  world 
looks  not  for  him,  becaufe  they  care  not ;  “  Will 
“  yoil  alio  depart  ?”  Has  he  called  thee  as  a  virgin 
forlaken,  and  not  comforted,  as  a  wife  of  youth, 
and  given  himfelf  to  thee,  and  given  thee  a  heart  to 
give  content  to  him,  and  thyfelf  to  him  in  lieu  of  his 
love,  life  and  all,  if  it  might  do  him  any  good  ?  O 
are  you  born  to  lo  great  hopes,  and  are  they  not  worth 
the  looking  after?  God  forbid.  Do  this  therefore, 
efpecially  in  thefe  five  cafes. 

1.  In  cafe  of  ftrangenefs  felt  between  thy  foul  and 
Chrift:  It  may  be  thou  thinkeft,  O  he  that  has  faved, 
preferved  me,  called  me,  when  I  never  looked  after 
him,  redeemed  me  when  a  captive,  every  moment 
pardons  me,  a  daily  friend  untome,  that  has  given 
me  ordinances,  given  me  the  comfort  of  them:  But 
O  yet  to  be  a  ftranger  tc  him,  this  cuts:  O  look  now 
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for  this  time,  1  Theft  iv.  j ty,  18.  when  thou  fhalt 
fee  that  bleeding  heart,  that  has  loved  thee  -above  all 
princes  and  angels,  that  body  in  the  glory  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  be  as  familiar  with  him  as  thou  art  known* 
O  look  for  this,  for  it  fhall  be  lo. 

2.  In  cafe  God’s  prornifes  are  not  made  good  to 
thee.  For  at  that  inilant  a  man  believes,  he  gives 
Chrift  and  all  things,  all  grace,  all  confolation,  all 
glory,  but  it  is  in  the  promife,  becaufe  he  would  iravfc 
them  live  by  faith  a  while  here,  as  by  fenfe  in  heaven  ; 
and  being  wrapt  up  in  the  promife,  they  feel  it  not, 
only  plead  with  God  :  Haft  thou  not  faid,  Lord,  thou 
wilt  fubdue  iniquities,  purge  me  as  gold  is  tried  ?  Why 
then  do  I  go  ehildlefs,  gracelefs  ?  No  more  grace,  no 
more  Spirit,  no  better  heart  for  thee  ?  O  now  the 
keart  calls  in  queftion  God’s  promife,  or  finks  ?  G 
Flow  remember  this  day,  for  the  perfect  reftitution  of 
all  things,  perfect  accomplifhment  of  all  prornifes  is 
referved  for  this  time,  Ifa.  xxv.  9.  Thou  prayeft  for 
many  things,  but  they  come  not ;  Chrift  referves  the 
payment  till  this  day.  What  a  comfort  is  this  ?  What 
&  fweet  fpeech  was  it  of  Jofhua,  Jofh.  xxiii.  14.  “One 
Ling  hath  not  failed,”  when  he  had  conquered  the 
Fand.  So  then  when  the  conquefl  is  made,  to  fee  all 
:he  prornifes  made  good  to  thee. 

3.  In  cafe  of  God’s  abfence  or  withdrawing,  or 
vhen  thou  feeleft  but  little  of  his  prefence  here  in 
lis  providences  or  in  his  ordinances,  private,  public, 
md  that  in  New-England  too.  Thou  haft  found  one 
lalf-hour’s  time  w ith  the  Lord,  alone,  fweeter  and 
setter  than  a  thoufand  worlds.  O  but  this  holds  not  t 
rhou  mayeft,  it  maybe,  wait  on  the  Lord  in  his  or- 
finances,  and  go  away  with  a  fad  heart,  O  I  cannot 
ee  him,  and  canft  not  find  out  the  canfe  why  fo  hea- 
vy>  and  vile,  and  fo  loatheft  thyfelf,  O  now  think  of 
his  day,  X  Go r.  xv.  28.  Then  God  fliall  be  “  all  in 
‘  all,”  then  thou  fhalt  have  thy  fill  of  love,  and  fill  of 

JtOd. 
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4*  In  cafe  ol  for-row  for  the  uproar  of  the  worlcT 
againft  God  and  Chrift,  and  the  wrongs  done  to 
Ch rid  and  his  people  ;  to  fee  Gh rift  crucified,  and  cry- 
fpare  my  life  ;  and  faying,  “  If  you  feek  me, 
“  let  thefe  little  ones  depart yet  they  are  abufed, 
and  every  one  againft  Chrift,  as  this  day  the  world  is 
coming  to  the  laft  fit  of  madnefs  againft  the  Lord  of 
glory.  O  now  remember,  and  look  for  this  day, 
i  Cor.  xv.  25.  “  He  rauft  reign.”  Lord  what  a  com¬ 
fort  will  it  be  to  fee  Chrift  king  then  ?  Men  come  to 
fee  him  king  here,  but  O  what  will  it  be  when  he  fhall 
come  himlelf,  to  lee  all  fecrets  open,  and  the  Lord 
glorified  in  himfelf  and  people,  of  all  creatures  ?  Look 
for  this,  to  fee  the  great  and  laft  plot  of  God  brought 
to  perfection.  O  think  that  is  our  day,  that  is  our 
victory  ! 

5.  When  you  come  to  die,  and  think  of  leaving 
thy  carcafe  to  rot  in  the  duft  a  long  time,  O  think 
and  look  upon  this  day  !  “  They  that  hear  (hall  live.” 
Why  do  I  die  ?  John  v.  28,  29.  “  They  ihall  then 

“  come  out  of  their  graves,”  &c.  Thus  look  for 
this. 

Motive  1.  All  creatures  look  for  this  in  a  manner, 
Rom.  viii  22,  23.  Nay,  Chrift  and  faints  in  heaven 
look  for  this  day,  Heb.  x.  13.  “  From  thence  ex- 
“  peCting  till  his  enemies,”  ckc.  Nay,  devils  look  for 
it,  but  tremble  :  Only  a  fecure  world,  locked  afleep 
to  their  eternal  wo,  look  not  for  it. 

2.  This  will  help  you  to  ride  all  ftorms,  bear  all 
knocks  chearfully.  Our  hope  is  our  helmet,  our  hope 
is  our  anchor,  Heb.  vi.  19.  Eph.  vi.  17.  You  will 
meet  with  them  here,  it  may  be,  before  you  die. 

3.  The  Lord  has  called  you  (out  of  this  world,  he 
might  have  left  you  iti  it,  and  given  you  your  hope, 
your  portion  here,  and  then  wo  to  thee  ;  but  he  has 
called  thee  to  this  hope,  that  if  princes  of  the  world 
.^new,  they  would  lay  down,  nay,  caft  their  crowns  at 

thy 
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thy  feet  for  it,  and  fay,  O  that  I  were  in  that  man’s 
cafe  !  Eph.  i.  18.  “  Hope  of  his  calling.” 

4.  Hope  and  expedition  of  all  other  things  fhall 
fail,  if  God  loves  thee,  he  will  make  you  know  what 
it  is  to  forfake  your  portion.  If  not,  they  fhall  fail 
you  when  you  die,  this  fhall'  not ;  it  “  makes  not 
46  alhamed.” 

5.  Methinks  this  is  the  glory  of  a  Ghriftian,  that 
he  turns  his  back  upon  the  world,  and  lives  and 
waits  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

6.  O  this  will  give  Ghrift’s  heart  full  content, 
when  he  fhall  come,  Luke  xii.  37.  “  He  will  make 

thee  fit  down  to  eat,  and  ferve  thee.'”  The  Lord 
Jefus  himfelf  fhall  only  then  pour  out  to  thee,  and 
give  thee  whatever  thou  called  for,  honour  thee,  as  it 
were,  above  himfelf.  When  thou  art  at  relt  in  hea¬ 
ven,  he  will  be  at  work  for  thee. 

V 

7.  If  not,  he  may  “  come  in  an  hour  thou  looked 
“  not  for  him.”  Chrift  may  fay  to  thee,  From  hence¬ 
forth  deep  on. 

What  means  are  there,  to  make  me  look 

for  him  ? 

Anf.  1.  Get  fome  promife,  that  thou  mayed  believe 
the  Lord  is  thine,  elfe  thou  wilt  never  look  for  him  ; 
or  if  you  do,  you  will  be  deceived;  for  “  hope  is  of  things 
not  feen.”  Nay,  commonly  when  the  Lord  brings  any 
man  to  his  hopes,  having  given  him  a  promife,  and  faith 
to  believe  it,  the  Lord  in  the  mid-way  feems  to  crofs  his 
promife.  When  the  Lord  promifes  life,  glory,  peace, 
honour,  joy,  fulnefs,  heaven,  they  fhall  then,  and  never 
fo  much  before,  feel  darknefs,  fhame,  trouble,  farrow, 
hell.  For  the  Lord  tries  them  by  this,  and  “  tribu- 

“  lation  breeds  experience,  and  experience  hope.” _ 

Hence  you  mud  iirft  get  a  promife  of  Chrid  and  glory, 
before  you  can  hope  for  it,  or  expedt  glory,  and  then 
you  may,Heb.vi.  18.  For  the  promife  will  fupport  hope, 
when  heart,  and  drength,  and  all  fhall  fail :  Nay,  it 
will  expedt  contraries  out  of  contraries,  Gen,  xxii.  5. 

“  i 
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I  will  come  again  to  you;”  compared  with  Heb. 
xi.  1 8,  19.  So  that  foul  that  has  a  promife  may  fay, 
when  he  conliders  God’s  power,  and  what  glory  he 
gives  to  God  by  believing  it,  God  has  fa-id  he  will 
comfort  me,  he  will  cleanfe  me,  he  will  give  me  glo¬ 
ry  !  I  will  have  all  thefe  out  of  my  forrow,  my  fm, 
my  hell. 

Take  heed,  therefore,  cf  two  extremes. 

FJrft,  Of  hoping  without  a  promife,  for  that  is  but 
faith  feared  out  of  its  wits,  when  it  comes  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  ;  1  hope  fo,  and  1  have  had  joy  and  perfuafion 
of  it. 

Secondly,  Of  not  expecting  when  God  gives  a  pro- 
mife.  Can  you  live  one  day  without  i!t  ?  It  may  be 
you  have  no  feeling  yet :  But  Ifa.  xxv.  8,  9,  10.  Doll 
thou  wait  for  the  Lord,  i.  e.  from  a  fenfe  of  emptlnefs, 
for  all  fulnefs  thou  lha-lt  find  in  part  here,  and  fully 
then,  and  fay,  44  Lo,  this  is  our  God,  we  have  waited 
for  him  ?”  When  a  man’s  anchor  is  ftrong,  and  in 
good  ground,  he  will  look  for  fafety,  when  in  the  har¬ 
bour  :  Q  thou  -affl'Cled  and  toffed  with  tetri  pelts,  the 
Lord  has  brought  thee  at  la  ft  to  Chrift,  after  many 
drivings  to  and  fro,  and  it  clafps  about  him  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  promife  ;  if  God  changeth,  then  thy  comfort 
may  not  :be.  If  revelations  come,  I  know  they  may 
deceive,  but  a  promife- cannot. 

2.  Fear  the  terror  of  the  Lord  at  this  clay,  fear 
parting  from  him :  I  fpeak  not  of  doubting,  but  the 
holy  fear  of  faints,  for  that  is  the  nature  of  fear,  it 
makes  a  man  eye  the  thing  feared;  as  Jacob,  when 
Efau  was  meeting  him.  Noah  fears  and  looks  to 
fafety  in  and  by  an  ark,  Heb.  xi.  7.  Lot’s  children 
took  not  his  counfel,  they  feared  mot,  hut  “he  feem- 

ed  as  one  that  mocked  to  them.”  Paul,  2  Cor. 
v.  10,  11.  “  knew  the  terror  of  the  Lord,”  hence 

looked  far  him,  fought  to  approve  himfe’lf  unto  him; 
Men  that  fear  not  parting  with  Chrift,  will  never  look 

nor  care  for  him.  And  let  it  be  a  ftrong  fear,  elfe 

it 
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it  will  never  carry  you  above  your  cares  and  forfeit- 

ings  of  the  world. 

Queft.  How  fliall  I  tear  thus  ? 

A,tf.  Un lei's  the  Lord  put  it  into  your  heart,  none 
can ;  for  the  fecurity  of  the  world  is  not  fleepy,  but 
deadly  :  Men  are  bound  up  as  ilrong  as  with  chains 
of  death ;  that  till  they  feel  the  mifery,  they  cannot 
fear  it  ltrongly.  O  look  up  to  the  Lord,  to  unchain 
thofe  chains  ot  death. 

2.  Know  the  happinefs  of  them  that  fhall,ever  be 
with  Chrift,  what  is  the  fvveetnefs  of  Chrilt’s  love, 
and  worth  of  it.  Imagine  the  lail  day  come,  and  all 
the  dead  raifed,  Chrift  with  flaming  fire,  all  the  wick¬ 
ed  on  the  left  hand,  and  then  lent  away  with  “  De- 
“  part  ye  curled  all  the  faints  on  the  right  hand, 
and  then  O  come!  and  when  all  is  difpatched,  them 
to  go  up  to  heaven,  and  when  gone,  there  to  be  for¬ 
ever  rejoicing,  triumphing  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
Almighty  ;  and  now  what  it  will  be  to  be  far  off  from 
Chrift,  weeping,  never  to  be  pitied  more.  O  he 
that  was  fo  full  of  pity,  no  heart  then  to  pity,  no  hand 
to  help !  I  can  but  only  paint  this  fire.  O  that  the 
Lord  would  help  you  here,  that  fo  you  might  look 
out  for  him.  Sailors  lleep  in  calms,  and  fo  it  may  be 
have  many  here  in  this  place  ol  reft.  Others  of  you 
take  heed,  I  will  tell  you  your  bar.  It  may  be  moft 
eftates  are  brought  low  and  funk  ;  when  you  fee  that, 
now  you  either  look  back,  or  look  for  Lot’s  accom¬ 
modations,  and  focb  an  eftate  as  is  loft,  it  may  be 
you  will  fpy  f>me  hope  of  it,  and  then  follow  the  game, 
and  never  look  out  till  you  die.  The  Lord  keep  you. 
'from  it!  You  then  will  not  look  up  for  Ghrift’s  com¬ 
ing  at  the  'aft  day,  or  in  his  ordinances  here  :  If  thou 
dufl  fo,  had  it  not  been  better  thou  hadft  been  buried 
in  the  fea,  or  left  in  forrow  on  the  fhore?  O  take  heed'1 
therefore,  look  for  the  coming  and  company  of  Chrift, 
and  let  this  be  enough,  and  becaufe  you  cannot  look 
for  him  in  the  clouds  now,  O  lock  and-  wait  for  him 
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m  his  ordinances  ;  and  confider  if  efpoufed  ones,  look 
for  his  coming  then,  and  for  perfect  knowledge  of 
him,  and  communion  with  him,  then  think,  Lord, 
v,hat  a  heai  t  have  I,  that  look  not  for  him  here  ! 
Lut,  Lord,  “  Vv  ho  will  believe  our  report  ?” 

Thus  they  went  out  by  hope  and  expe&ation  of  his 
coming  .  Low  the  lecond  thing  follows,  they  went 
forth  with  longing  defires  after  his  coming. 

,  .  '  »  , 

4  CHAP.  xr.  SECT.  I. 

i  bdt  Celiever s  do  long  and  defire  for  the  Appear anc e 
and  Second  Coming  of  Chrift. 

t  # 

Doct-  3>  r  |  HI  A  r  all  thofe  that  are  efpoufed  to 

Chrift,  and  beloved  of  Chrift,  they 
ought  not  only  to  look,  but  to  long  for  the  coming 
of,  and  their  everlafling  communion  with  the  Lord 
Chrift  Jefus.  For  the  confummation  of  their  mar¬ 
riage  with  him,  that  though  he  be  gone,  our  hearts 
may  be  with  him,  before  our  fouls  be,  or  before  our 
fouls  and  bodies  be  ;  that  though  we  may  die,  and 
lie  down  in  the  dull,  our  defires  may  live  and  lie  in 
heaven,  and  cry,  “  Come  Lord.”  Now  do  not  think 
this  point  true,  and  fo  far  good  if  \ve  could  reach  it, 
but  this  is  a  high  pitch  :  for  you  mu  ft  long  for  it. 
God  forbid  a  Chriftian  efpoufed  to  Chrift,  fliould 
plead  that  work  too  much,  which  hypocrites,  “  the 
“  five  foolifh  virgins”  in  their  kind  attained  to.  See 
prefidents  for  this  in  all  ages ;  Abraham,  and  thofe 
in  his  time,  who  was  “  father  of  the  faithful,”  Heb. 
xi.  15,  16.  “Abetter  country,”  where  they  might 
have  fellowfhip  with  the  Lord,  and  “  hence  God  is 
“  not  afhamed  f  See.  As  if  the  Lord  were  afnamed 
of  all  them  to  be  his  people,  that  profefs  themfelves 
fo,  but  defire  not  this.  I11  Chrift’s  time,  Simeon, 
Luke  ii.  29.  with  xxv.  where  “  he  waited  for  the 

“  con- 
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“  confolation  of  Ifrad,”  &c.  to  enjoy  more  of  him. 
In  the  apoiile’s  time,  it  is  alio  that  which  they  all 
felt,  2  C  >r.  v.  2.  “  In  this  we  groan  earneflly,”  &c. 
But,  you  will  fay,  it  may  be  this  was  becaufe  of  mile- 
ries,  and  want  of  ordinances,  &c.  Therefore  fee  in 
the  lad  age  of  the  church,  when  the  New  Jerufaleni 
was  built,  and  when  peace,  and  when  Chrifl’s  face  was 
feen  in  his  houfe,  yet  then  the  “  Spirit  and  the  bride 
“  fay  come,”  Rev.  xxii.  17.  They  are  the  laft 
breathings  of  John  and  the  Spirit  in  him.  “  Lord 
“  Jefus  come  quickly.”  But  Cant.  viii.  14.  the  church 
there  entreats  her  beloved  to  “  fly  away  to  the  moun- 
“  tains  of  fpices,”  that  ihe  might  enjoy  him  out  of 
this  world. 

SECT.  II. 

Reajon  1.  OECAUSE  they  are  bound  to  love 
Chrift  and  his  appearing  :  to  love  his  looks  when  he 
fhall  appear  to  the  world,  2  Tim.  iv.  8*  rI  he  crown  of 
glory  comes  as  it  were  by  iucceffion,  not  only  to  me, 
but  to  “  all  them  that  love  his  appearing.”  Now,  can 
there  be  any  love  of  him  and  his  appearing,  and  not 
fo  much  as  any  defire  after  him  and  after  it  ?  Cer¬ 
tainly  there  is  no  love,  or  if  there  be  any,  it  lies 
languifliing  :  For  anfwerable  to  our  love  to  any  thing, 
is  our  defire,  what  we  love  only  we  defire  only  ;  what 
we  love  not  at  all  or  but  little,  we  defire  not  at  all  or 
but  little;  fo  here.  Now  therefore  to  queltion,  May 
a  Chriftian  defire  it  ?  is  to  queftion  whether  a  Chrifti- 
an  ought  to  love  the  Lord  jefus  or  no.  We  are 
bound  not  to  love  earth,  hence  bound  to  love  Chrift 
and  his  fellowfhip  in  heaven.  Let  him  be  Ana- 
V  thema”  that  doth  not  fo. 

Reafon  2.  Becaufe  the  Lord  Jefus  longs  for  them, 
John  xvii.  24.  throughout  which  chapter  he  prays  as 
if  ifi  heaven  already.  u  Hence  I  am  no  more  in  this 


44  world,  and  where  I  am,  let  them  be  alio.”  He  was 
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on  eartn,  but  looks  on  himfelf  as  in  heaven.  That 
as  it  was  with  the  high  pnell,  he  carries  the  names  of 
the  twelve  tribes  on  his  heart,  “  befet  with  precious 
“  hones,”  very  dear  to  him,  “  into  the  holy  of  ho¬ 
lies,”  lo  Chrift.  Not  that  he  lees  any  beauty  in 
them  of  their  own,  why  he  Ihould  deftre  them,  but 
becaufe  he  freely  loves  them,  and  dearly  loves  them, 
as  being  given  him  of  the  Father,  and  as  having  coll 
him  dear ;  and  hence  if  he  loves  them,  he  longs  for 
them  :  Now,  if  he  longs  for  them,  ought  not  they 
much  more  to  long  for  him  ?  Pl'alrn  xxvii.  8.  “  Thou 
“  fa  id  ft.  Seek  my  face:  Thy  face,  Lard,  will  I  feek.” 

1.  He  longs  for  thee  now  in  glory,  when  one 

would  think  his  thoughts  and  heart  Pnould  be  Aval- 
lowed  up  with  it,  and  fhall  not  we  long  for  him  here 
in  the  valley  of  myrtle-trees,  in  rnifery,  on  the  dune-- 
hill?  '  6 

2.  He  longs  for  thee  when  thou  haft  nothing  to 
make  him  defire  thee;  he  has  all  that  thy  heart  can 
defire,  being  the  very  bofom. delight  of  God  himfelf. 
Rev.  xxii.  penult.  He  did  but  fay  he  would  come, 
and  John  defires,  O  come.  But  doth  be  long  for 
thee  ?  Now  not  to  long  for  him.  If  this  love  be  not 
worth  longing  for,  truly  it  is  worth  nothing. 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  this  is  our  laft  and  ultimate  end 
that  we  are  made  for,  chofen  for,  bought  for,  called 
for,  fealed  for,  that  at  laft  we  might  be  with  the  Lord, 
•and  be  made  perfect  in  one,  2  Cor.  v.  5.  “  He  that 
“  lias  made  us  for  this,  is  God,”  &c.  For  the  whole 
Trinity  enjoying  infinite  fweet  fellowlhip  with  him¬ 
felf,  hence  defire  it  might  be  communicated,  in  Chrifl 
it  is  fo,  and  now  the  laft  end  is  attained.  Now  if 
this  be  our  laft  end,  ought  we  not  to  defire  it  ?  Then 
we  ought  not  to  defire  to  be  bleffed,  nor' to  defire 
the  Lord  may  be  glorified.  Nay,  you  know  that 
whatever  we  make  our  laft  end,  it  will  fwallow  up  all 
our  defires  after  any  other  thing.  This  is  the  center 
and  reft,  and  journey’s  end  of  our  tired,  weary  fpirits. 

And 
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And  the  truth  is,  when  we  make  it  our  laft  end,  we 
cannot  but  defire  it. 


sect.  III. 


Ohjett.  But  ought  not  a  man  to  de fire  to  live 
here  in  this  world,  as  David  and  Iiezekiah  did. 

May  not  one  fin  in  this  defire  ?  f  . 

Anf.  i.  It  is  true,  44  precious  in  the  fight  of  the 

m  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  faints,”  not  only  in  regard 
that  they  are  as  precious  to  him  when  they  come  to 
die,  as  while  they  live,  as  gold  when  it  is  melting  is 
as  precious  to  the  goMfmith,  as  when  whole,  and  it 
may  be  more  too,  becaufe  it  is  then  made  better;  but 
Hi fo  becaufe  he  will  not  lightly  call  away  their  lives. 
He  that  bottles  their  tears,  and  will  not  let  them  be 
Sll  will  not  eafily  let  go  their  lives,  and  if  God  will 
not,  they  ought  not  upon  every  flight  occafion  to 
defire  their  death,  and  lols  of  theii  lives  to  be  with 


the  Lord. 

Now,  there  are  two  cafes  God’s  own  people  may 
defire  to  remove  hence,  where  though  there  be  lumc 
fire,  I  confefs,  yet  there  is  more  Imoke  than  fite, 

more  fin  than  grace. 

i.  In  cafe  they  meet  with  much  unkind. nets  frpm, 
and  many  for  rows  in  the  world,  and  behold  the  fins 
of  it.  Thus  it  was  with  Elias,  i  Kings  xix.  4*  VWio, 
when  Jezebel' threatened  his  life,  fled,  and  would  needs 
fet  fail  prefently  and  be  gone  ;  io  it  is  with  God’s 
people,  when  they  lee  enemies  without,  the  univei  fai 
rot  of  profeffion,  that  they  think  they  are  almoft  left 
alone  ;  when  God  hath  begun  to  do  good  by  them,  as 
by  Elijah,  but  they  think  their  bell  days  are  pall,  there 
is  all  they  fiiall  do,  and  God  himfelf  it  may  be  meeting 
them  with  fome  croffes  in  this  world  ;  now  prelently 
they  grow  weary  of  their  lives,  and  defire  to  die,  which 
is  nothing  elfe  but  a  pang  of  dilcontent,  truly  God 
will  not  buffer  it,  nor  you  ought  not  to  defire  it  to  die 

O  3  away 
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y  m  'ucn  a  nil  \;  No,  the  Lord  has  work  for 

,  l'J  dlj’  and  a  j°urney  to  go.  This  defire  is 
na,ught,  and  it  is  but  a  weed,  and  to  be  pulled  up, 

thau  grows  out  of  fuch  a  root  as  a  difcontented  heart 
for  c  ruffes.  I  confefs  God  ufes  furrows  as  means  to 
imoke  us  out  of  our  hive,  and  we  may  ufe  them  for 
that  end,  but  not  only  or  chiefly  them,  nor  from 
a  pang  or  moody  fit  of  difcontent. 


2.  In  cafe  they  delire  death,  and  not  life,  before 
they  be  ripe  for  death.  Hufbandmen  defire  their  corn 
in,  but  it  is  folly  to  defire  it  before  it  be  ripe,  and 
tnen  they  may.  I  confefs  it  is  the  commendation 

ot  °me  tree,s’  \f  not  only  good,  but  if  ripe  betimes, 
ana  it  is  the  honour  of  a  Chriftian,  to  be  ripe  for 

death  betimes,  yet  Hill  before  he  is  ripe  he  is  not 
to  defire  it. 

Queft*  Now  when  is  this  ? 


r  I-  Whlle  the  Lord  h'des  his  face,  and  denies 

full  allurance  of  his  love,  in  this  cafe  as  a  Chrillian 
cannot,  fo  he  ought  not  (if  it  were  the  Lord’s  will) 
defire  to  be  gone  as  yet,  and  this  is  one  reafon  why 
David  and  Hezekiah  defired  life,  not  death  as  yet, 
God  nao  bioken  their  bones,  and  his  arrows  were  yet 
in  their  hearts  ;  now  a  man  is  to  defire  he  may  itay 
a  little  while  longer,  that  he  may  “  fing  the  fong  of 
tlie  Lamb,”  and  tell  the  world  “  what  the  Lord 
h,nh  done  for  him,”  and  that  he  may  not  fet  in  a 
cloud  and  die  in  horror.  Mariners  long  to  be  on  fhore, 
but  before  they  come  there,  they  would  not  venture 
in  a  milt,  but  lee  land  firft,  fi>  fhould  we  defire  to 
Le  tue  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.  Nay,  though 
the  Lord  gives  his  people  a  protniife,  which  fiays  their 
hearts,  and  is  a  twig  to  keep  them  from  linking,  nay 
when  he  gives  them  fome  joy,  yet  Hill  God  has  pro- 
mifed  to  reveal  more  of  himfelf  and  his  Chrill  in  the 
promife,  feeing  him  but  darkly  now  i  Now,  they 
ought  not  to  defire  but  wait,  as  in  Simeon’s  cafe, 
“  Now  let  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,”  having  long 


“  waited 
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<«  vvalted  for  the  confolation  pf  Ifrael.”  Children  that 
will  be  up  before  it  is  day  mult  be  whipt,  a  rod  is 

molt  fit  for  them,  flay  till  it  is  day. 

2  While  their  work  remains  unfimfhed,  ana  Im 
Lord  has  got  little  or  no  glory  from  them,  though  they 
may  have  clear  evidence  of  the  Lord  s  love  .  C  * 
hinifelf  defired  it  not  till  now,  John  xvu.  5.  U  tl‘  u 
couldft  fcale  heaven  before  thy  work  was  done,  the 
Lord  would  fend  thee  down  from  thence  again,  as  le 
did  the  foul  of  Lazarus,  and  truly  to  do  the  work  ot 
Chrift  one  moment  here,  is  better  than  to  have  a  tnou- 
fand  years  felicity  in  heaven,  nakedly  confidered  in 
itfelf,  in  as  much  as  the  honour  of  Chnlt  is  a  thou- 
fand  times  better  than  our  own  good.  It  may  be  there 
is  much  work  within  doors,  many  odd  diftempers  to 
be  cafhiered,  fpiritual  decays,  It  may  be  there 

is  work  without,  Chrift  has  many  enemies  in  the  world, 
many  prayers  are  yet  to  be  fpent  agatnli  them,  ”lucl1 
good  to  do  for  his  church,  many  tears  to  be  filed  for 
them,  for  praying  trade  is  pall  in  heaven.  It  may  be 
fome  friends  yet  to  be  converted,  thou  nan.  been  a 
Tcandal  to  them,  it  may  be  as  yet  few  have  been,  or  can 
fay  they  be  the  warmer  or  better  for  thee  ;  that  work 
is  yet  to  be  done  :  It  may  be  God  has  fome  fecrets  to 
reveal  by  thee  before  thou  diefl,  ftay  therefore  a  while, 
while  your  work  is  done  ;  it  is  true,  thou  hall  but 
one  talent,  but  'little  thou  hall  or  canfl  do  ;  yet  God 
looks  you  fhould  improve  it  wliilll  he  is  gone.  A 
man  that  will  needs  to-bed  at  noon-day,  befoie  night 
comes,  what  deferves  he  but  a  cudgel  ?  So  he  that 
will  die  before  his  night  comes,  and  while  it  is  light 
to  fee  and  work  by.  When  therefore  you  apprehend 
your  work  even  done,  then  as  not  omy  Chi  ill,  but 
Paul,  not  only  Paul,  but  God’s  watchful  fervants  have 
fecret  warnings  of  death.  And  as  mariners,  when  they 
can  fee  no  land,  yet  by  their  foundings  can  tell  they 
are  near  land  or  fands,  then  you  may  deftre  it,  foi 
then  you  are  ripe,  but  it  is  fin  to  do  it  otherwi fe. 

O  4  ,  Aud 
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ltfedd”Hbut3y“iheh,S„Hh  "n Hi  v “U"lS  ?“  ft 

S;  To  concede  all,  „e  arc  ' J|? 

xvith  Ghnft,  as  a  man  deli  res  Mcl^n-  «  i  ,  .  .  ,ui 

do.,,  r ^  it 

nrit,  before  the  end.  Now  m  -m,  .!  •  s 

done  by  God  upon  us,  and  by  us  for  thlflord  again' 

***  " 

SECT.  IV. 

vrMVvn"  We  fee  the  vilenefs  of  the  great 

be  in  pan  T '  r' ^  whoIe  WorId’  "hichW 
m  part  alfo  in  God’s  dearelt  faints,  viz.  in  their 

lungiy  lu flings  and  dropfy  defires  after  the  fiveet  of 

ame  idT  his  lif13  ,Y°U  Jhaii  have  a  man  that 

rioh  nnf  f  ref°rmS  hl3  Courfe*  forfakeshis  own 
r.ghteoufnefs,  no  man’s  tongue  can  tell  him,  his  own 

commence  cannot  bear  witnefs  again!!  him  that  he 

lives  in  any  unlawful  courfe  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  fo 

and  may  be,  and  will  be  fo.  Shall  I  tell  you  therefore 

what  hurts  them  ?  They  are  inordinate  Idlings  after 

lawful,  things  in  them  ft  Ives,  and  thefe  they8  ferve 

r  3;  Part!y  they  grieve  them,  if  they  do  not 

iat  sly  a„a  ferve  tnetn ;  partly  becaufe  they  pay  them 
wan  pleafur.es  and  delights  if  they  do.  Hence  “  fer. 

monmf-  3  pl£afureS”  t00;  thefe’  tops  rf 
mountains,  are  feen,  now  when  floods  of  wickednefs 

egin  to  abate,  thefe  Will  continue  while  the  life  lalls 

^  bUt  aC“rdi^ 

b-JfJhl-eat  ,°Ut,aI1  defi,'e  after  the  Lord  W™  and 
hio  fellowflnp,  that  he  cannot  long  for  the  Lord  Tefus. 

bor  a  man  can  lay  out  no  more  than  he  has,  now 

When  his  defires  are  lavilhed  and  let  out  to  other 

things,  how  can  he  lay  out  any  on  Chrift  ?  And  thus 

tne  Lord  of  glory  comes  to  bear  moll  horrible  con. 

-nipt,  that  he  is  nor  worth  defiring  in  fuch  a  man’s 

books. 
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books.  Thus  it  was  with  them,  Luke  xiv.  18.  “  E- 
«  ver’  one  refilled.”  Why  ?  Becaufe  of  their  oxen, 
and  wives,  and  farms,  lawful  things,  but  they  lulled 
too  much  after  thefe,  Vv  hen  a  harlot  leeks  to  fatisfy 
her  lulls,  file  cares  not  how  far  her  hufband  be  off, 
never  defires  his  coming  home  ;  io  here  :  Many  a  one 
complains  he  cannot  defire  the  Loid  Jeius,  which  I 
confefs  is  in  mercy  to  fome.  But  where  is  the  caufe 
of  it  ?  O  they  are  running  in  another  channel,  and 
fpent  on  other  things  :  What  a  heavy  curfe  is  this? 
Some  never  think  oi  death  once  in  a  moon,  much  lels 
long  for  Chriil,  defire  not  his  fellowfliip  here,  much 
lefs  there.  ^Vnd  why  ?  Becauie  oi  their  lulls  that  eat 

out  all. 

2.  Suppofe  they  do  not  thus,  but  your  heart  is  di¬ 
vided,  fo  that  you  long  for  thefe  things  now,  and  pre¬ 
serve  your  longing  for  him  againlt  you  come  to  die; 
yet  thefe  will  make  you  lole  his  fweet  fellowfliip.  For 
a  man’s  affections  are  precious  things,  and  it  is  a  pity 
any  elfe  fhould  have  them,  they  are  all  little  enough 
for  Chrift,  and  Chriil  is  worth  defiring  and  longing 
for,  and  he  Hands  upon  it,  and  will  make  them  know 
that  have  him,  that  all  is  too  little  for  him,  and  they 
fhall  give  him  all  before  he  give  hirafeif  to  their  com¬ 
fort.  Hence  deny  him  thefe,  and  never  think  to  have 
himfelf,  and  his  fellowfliip,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25,  26.  u  It 
“  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  Flow  ?  By  defiring 
not  earth  nor  heaven,  but  him.  Hence  he  faith, 
“  Thou  deftroyelt  all  them  that  go  a- whoring  from 
“  thee,”  ver.  27. 

3.  Suppofe  thou  fhouldft  have  him  at  laft,  yet  he 
will  never  defire  thee,  never  take  any  delight  in  thee, 
until  that  you  come  to  get  your  affections  unloofed 
here,  Pfal.  xlv.  10,  11.  Doth  he  not  find  a  flrange- 
nefs  between  Chriil  and  thy  foul  ?  Dolt  thou  not  hide 
his  face?  Doth  he  not  foon  depart  from  thee,  though 
he  appears  fometimes  to  thee  ?  Doth  he  not  let  thee  lie 
like  a  broom  behind  the  door,  and  doth  little  by  thee, 

either 
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heavv  !hd?in?°^ith°rUt  T  and  is  there  not  a  fad  and 
heavy  thing  ?  Why,  fayeft  thou,  doth  the  Lord  deal 

thus  with  me  ?  O  thy  heart  is  yet  after  thy  father’s 

houfe,  n  thou  did  forget  it,  then  thou  would  “take 

pleafure  .n  thy  beauty.”  What  pleafure  can  earth 

fhle  ?  ,ee’  W  len  thCn  the  L°rd  takes  no  pleafure  itv 

ObjeSl.  But  may  not  a  man  defire  thefe  thinsrs  ?  If 
we  may,  how  far  ?  V 

i  •  Anf'r  l'  “  man  niay  ,avvfu]iy  defire  them,  provided 
his  defires  are  not  fwallowed  up  in  them,  but  run 

tarougn  them  to  Chriit  himlelf.  For  it  is  not  luft 
properly  to  defire  a  creature,  or  any  pleafure  in  it ;  but 
to  defire  it  for  itfelf,  and  for  pleafure’s  fake  :  For  now  a 
man  makes  a  gcd  of  it.  Thus  it  was  with  the  Ifraelites, 
Txod.  xvn.  “  Give  us  water  that  we  may  drink;” 
io  give  me  fleep  that  I  may  reft,  give  me  clothes  that 
I  may  be  warm,  give  me  an  eftate  that  I  may  be 
rich,  Sec.  Now  when  a  heart  defires  them,  but  his 
delires  end  not  there,  but  run  through  them  to  Chrift, 
that  he  flings  down  all  comforts,  and  faith,  What  is 
tins  to  fellowfhip  with  Chrift?  Thus  far  a  man  may 
deiire  and  rejoice  in  them,  and  it  is  a  fin  to  do  other- 
VVI  e\  Nehem.  ix.  35.  A  man  may  be  content  to  have 
a  lpnng  run  through  his  ground  to  the  fea,  to  be  fwal¬ 
lowed  up  there,  but  to  fwell,  and  rife  and  overflow  his 
ground  and  houfe,  that  is  not  fafe,  he  may  be  drowned 
io :  So  men  come  to  be  drowned  in  their  luffs,  that 
let  them  ivvell  within  doors. 

II.  A  man  may  defire  them,  if  he  doth  not  fpend 
moie  defire  upon  tnem  than  they  be  worth.  A  man 
may  defire  them  for  a  good  end  as  he  thinks,  but  then 
he  lays  out  too  much  upon  them.  A  man  may  fpend 
too  much  in  his  inn,  when  he  takes  it  up  only  as  a 
way  to  his  home. 

1.  They  are  perifliing  things,  therefore  let  them 
have  perifliing  defires.  “  The  world  pafleth  away.” 
They  are  paffengers  by  us,  that  flay  to  reft  with  us  for 
a.  time,  let  them  have  paffengers  welcome. 

2.  The  1 


2.  They  are  not  neceffary  things,  let  them  have 
therefore  "indifferent  defires  :  I  mult  have  Chrift,  and 
his  Spirit,  &c.  not  thefe  things  :  They  are  to  be  fought 
not  in  the  firfi,  but  in  the  fecond  place.  Therefore 
fay  firlt  Chrilt,  now  let  me  have  Chrift  :  Men  lay  now 
thefe  things,  then  Chrilt.  I  fay  now  the  Lord  Jelus, 

whether  ever  you  have  them  or  no. 

HI.  Now  all  fuperfluity  of  evil  defires  are  to  be 
crucified,  Gal.  v.  24.  u  1  hey  that  are  in  Chrift, 
have  crucified,”  8cc.  Chrilt  was  not  a  oeac,  but  fir  ft 
a  crucified  Chrift  before  ;  fo  no  faint  living,  but  he 
hath  fome  fuperfluous  defires,  but  though  they  live, 
they  do  crucify  them,  fo  ought  you.  There  are  two 
things  in  crucifying, 

1.  There  are  extreme  pain  upon  the  crofs. 

2.  A  looking  for  death:  So  then  lulls  are  cruci¬ 
fied. 

1.  When  you  tafle  the  bitternefs  of  your  lufts,  by- 
putting  them  on  Chrift ’s  crols.  O  the  wrongs  they 
have  done  to  the  Son  of  God  !  And  do  this  with  vio¬ 
lence,  fay,  you  fliall  to  the  crols,  lie  that  looks  to 
Chrift  with  a  frolic  heart  to  kill  his  lufts,  fhall  never 
find  him. 

2.  Now  looking  and  longing  for  their  death,  by 
holding  them  there.  Unleis  the  blood  of  Chrift  flay 
thefe,  I  will  never  have  any  death  for  them.  For  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  will  never  kill  a  lull,  no  more 
than  all  the  reafon  will  perfwade  the  ftomach  not  to 
hunger.  The  belly  hath  no  ears. 

Thus  you  are  to  moderate  your  defires  after  thefe 
things  :  Which  I  fpeak  of, 

F irft,  Becaufe  it  is  a  wildernefs  of  fin,  Pfal.  cxvi. 
14,  15.  Which  it  may  be,  you  feel  brings  leannefs 
on  your  foul.  And, 

Secondly ,  Becaufe  it  is  the  fin  of  profperity  and 
peace  which  God  hath  given  us,  which  will  grow  up 
and  choke  the  word,  that  all  ordinances  and  truths 
will  in  time  be  faplefs,  favourlefs  things  unto  us. 

Thirdly , 
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ibirdiy,  ijecauie  I  have  had  ftrong  fears  latelv 
o  lome  unexpected  trials  among  us,  and  I  fliould 
be  glad  if  ,t  might  not  be,  if  the  freedom  from 
gem  might  make  us  better,  elfe  I  fay  let  them  come 

Fourthly ,  Becaufe  it  is  a  rare  thing  among  us  to  fee 
fuch  burning  lamps  as  look  and  long  for  Chrift’s  com! 
ingV  which  when  I  confider,  though  there  be  other 
cames,  yet  one  great  one  is  this,  O  the  heart  is  gone 
away  by  violent  lulls  after  thefe  things  here '  Q 
therefore  take  heed  of  them!  And  therefore  confi- 


i.  You  fliall  have  Ghriffc  and  his  fellowlhip,  if  in- 
deed  you  long  for  him,  John  iv.  10.  That  is  his 
love,  you  are  not  fo  defirous,  but  he  is  a  thoufand 
tunes  more.  Thou  mayll  deftre  thefe  things,  and  if 
God  loves  thee  mifs  of  them.  God  will  make  thee 
poor  when  thou  wouldll  be  rich,  bafe  when  thou  wilt 
be  honoured,  and  when  you  would  have  honey,  he 
will  give  you  flings;  and  caufe  you  have  to  thank 

here^°rd  ^  that  ^  W*il  n0t  give  y°U  your  l)0rtion 


.  2*  ^  tf|OU  them,  and  doll  defire  them,  and  God 
gives  them,  and  thou  letteft  Chrill  go,  thou  hadft  bet¬ 
ter  a  thoufand  times  be  without  them;  Pl'al.  lxxviii. 
30,  31.  “  The  meat  was  in  their  mouths,  and 

111  the  wrath  of  God  came  upon  them.”  ,  If  the  Lord 
gives  thee  Chrill,  happy  forever ;  if  thefe  things  when 
thou  doll  fo  defire  them,  O  woe  forever ! 

3.  The  fellowlhip  of  the  Lord  Jefus  thou  ihalt  never 
lofe.  Death  fliall  not  part  thee  from  that,  nothing 
fhall  rob  thee  ol  that ;  but  look  after  and  long  for 
thefe  things,  they  fliall  perifli  and  die  away.  “  All 
“  flefh  is  grafs,  the  word  of  the  Lord,”  and  the  Lord 
himfelf  much  more  “  end-ureth  forever.” 

4-  Why  dolt  thou  defire  thefe  things  ?  for  fome  fweet 
in  them.  Why  is  not  all  that  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  enjoying  him  ?  “  It  pleafeth  the  Father 

that 
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“  that  in  him  fhould  all  fulnefs-  dwell,”  1°  l^at  tllou 
fhalt  drink  as  out  of  a  pure  fountain  all  that  is  there. 
If  there  be  any  fweetnels  here,  he  gave  it,  it  is  much 
m„re  eminently  in  himfelf,  Etted.  xxhr.  ...  “  They 
“  faw  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  eat  and  dian'.  & 
they  meat  up  with  them  >  O  no.  But  the  fight  of 
him  was  meat  and  drink  and  all  unto  them.  As 
therefore  you  defire  ChrifLs  fellowfhip,  O  long  no 

more  after  thefe  things  here  ! 

Ufe  2.  Hence  fee  death  is  not  to  be  feared,  but  de- 

fired  of  all  faints.  It  was  an  odd  fpeech  of  a  Heathen, 

*  It  is  ill  to  defire  death,  and  worfe  to  fear  it he 
meant  not  becaufe  of  any  good  in  it,  but  becaufe  we 
mull  die  r  But  death  brings  us  into  eternal  fellowfhip 
with  the  Lord  Tefus.  It  does  faints  more  good  than 
all  ordinances,  all  afflictions,  (wherein  we  complain 
we  can  get  no  good)  than  all  means.  It  brings  us 
Tnto  hTs  fellowfldp,  i.  Quickly,  as  Chrift  was  caught 
up  fo  the  foul  by  Chrift  to  himfelf.  2.  Immediately; 
for  the  next  thing  we  fhall  lee  is  Chrift  himielf,  our 
huftand  himfelf,  and  then  fee  the  kingdom,  and  then 
wonder  at  the  Lord.  3.  Everlaftingly,  never  to  part 
more.  O  fear  it  not  therefore,  Chrift  has  fweetened  it 

to  you. 

«r 

SECT.  V. 

Ufe  3.  Hence  fee  a  clear  foundation  and  ground- 
work  of  longing  for  fellowfhip  with  the  Lord  Jefus? 
in  his  ordinances'  here.  This  is  that  I  fhall  exhort  to® 

For, 

1.  You  cannot,  fhall  not,  muft  not  now  go  to  him 
in  heaven,  nor  enjoy  fellowfhip  with  him,  nor  mee^ 
him  in  the  clouds,  though  you  do  long  for  that  day  ^ 
but  in  his  ordinances  you  may  meet  with  him  now. 
And  truly  thofe  whom  we  love  and  long  for*  if  we 
cannot  go  to  their  houfe,  or  find  them  at  home,  we 
are  glad  to  meet  with  them  abroad.  As  with  thofe 

who 
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who  (land  before  princes,  if  we  cannot  be  with  them  on 
the  throne,  or  at  court,  we  will  deSre  to  be  wi  hem 

»avid  rK£x“4"« '« <?“"$"• ,°  ",c 

“  and  that  I  will  fee k  for  ”  T I,defu'eti' 

What  is  rh-r  n  -if,  ’  U°Ugh  1  never  have  it. 
vv  nat  is  that,  David  ?  Is  .t  to  wear  the  crown  in  Tern 

thy  feet  1‘,  ‘i.'rf  a,‘  ®ne  licU  the  dull  of 

tny  tea .  Is  it  to  have  thy  name  fpread,  and  thin* 

honour  great  through  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  wo  Id  > 

?iorf“t,‘,trhat„I  may  dWe11  ia  the  courts  7L 
.  d  b  h°n fe  all  the  days  of  my  life,”  and  that  fee 

ing  I  cannot  fliall  not  die  prefently,  and  fo  go  to  fee* 

‘  a21;'7  ln  heaYen>  therefore  that  I  may  fee  hUeau- 
y  here,  enjoy  him  here,  and  that  not  for  fome  years 
but  all  the  days  of  my  life.  y  ’ 

2.  Ought  you  not  to  long  to  tafte  and  pafs  through 
the  forro.ws  of  death,  that  you  may  be  with  him  ? 
,7nd  Jie  Chn.t’s  ordinances  more  bitter  than  death 
tnat  you  are  loath  to  break  through  the  difficulty  of 
them,  .that  in  them  you  may  enjoy  him  ?  The  truth 

L  M  WIU  many  a  man’  that  hich  is  his  llrength 
of  his  hidden  contempt  of  Chriil,  and  his  love  to  his 

Jloth,  that  he  had  rather  die  than  pray,  and  be  damn¬ 
ed  eternally  than  to  follow  the  Lord  in  an  ordinance 
till  he  has  found  him  gracloufly.  How  come  God’s 
own  people  to  lament  this,  if  there  were  not  this  ? 

i  J;  1  re"’emnber  a  fvveet  fPeec!l  of  one  with  God, 

,  1  ,C  a  Ch7  han  °ught  H  prepare  for  a  facrament 
as  he  would  prepare  to  die;  for,’  faith  he,  ‘  there 
is  but  tnis  difference,  when  we  die  we  go  to  Chriff 
\\n  a  facrament  Chriil  comes  to  us.”  What  he 
laid  of  a  facrament,  I  fay  cf  every  ordinance,  in  eve¬ 
ry  ordinance  Chrift  comes  to  us,  when  we  die  we  go 
to  him  Now-  ought  you  to  long  when  you  are  ab- 
lent  to  be  with  him,  and  will  you  not  care  for  him, 
nor  long  to  fee  him  and  enjoy  him,  when  he  comes 
to  you  ?  And  fo  be  world  than  poor  naked  Indians, 
C.hnlt  comes  not  to  them,  no  dews  fall  down  on  their 

QiJboahs 
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Gilboahs,  no  manna  at  their  tent  doors,  and  hence 
they  live  without  him,  and  defire  him  not ;  and  when 
he  comes  to  you,  do  you  fee  no  beauty  in  him  now 
why  you  fhould  defire  him  ?  Will  you  thus  requite 
him  for  his  love,  O  foolilh  children  and  unwife  ? 

a.  Truly  beloved,  you  can  have  but  little  evidence, 
you  do  defire  the  Lord  Jefus’  company  in  heaven  at 
the  lad  day,  that  long  not  vehemently  after  him  in 
his  ordinances  now.  “  You  have  followed  me  in  the 
“  regeneration,”  faith  Chrilt, *Mat.  xix.  28.  therefore 
“  you  ihall  fit  with  me  upon  thrones.”  If  Chrih’s 
prefence  here,  a  little  of  himfelf  be  burdenfome,  what 
will  it  be  in  heaven  then  ?  “  Depart  from  me,”  faith 
Chrilt;  I  was  in  prifon,  and  you  vifited  me  not;” 
Shall  you  depart  for  not  vifiting  an  imprifoned,  per- 
l'ecuted,  fick,  forrowful  Chrilt  in  midlt  of  miferies, 
and  fliall  not  you  depart  for  not  vifiting  a  comforting 
Chrilt,  a  teaching  Chrilt,  an  intreating,  embracing 
Chrilt  in  the  midlt  of  h  is  ordinances.  If  the  Lord 
tries  you  with  water,  with  a  little  of  himfelf  here,  and 
you  care  not  for  him,  long  not  after  him,  and  hence 
let  all  leak  out  again,  how  fliall  the  Lord  truft  you 
with  wine?  With  full  fruition  of  himfelf  in  heaven? 

5.  O  beloved  have  you  ever  found  him  in  the  or¬ 
dinances  ?  If  not,  O  the  heavy  wrath  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  upon  thee:  If  you  have,  if  ever  he  has  comforted 
thee  when  fad  and  forrowful,  if  ever  quickened  thee 
when  death  and  darknefs  did  lie  upon  thee,  if  ever  he 
did  deliver  thee  when  diilrefied,  O  then  take  heed  of 
defpifing  him  in  his  ordinances  now,  but  long  for  him 
again,  “  That  I  may  fee  thee  as  I  have  feen  thee,’5* 
Pfalm  lxiii.  2.  Let  them  that  never  found  him  deal 
fo  with  him.  Peter,  when  he  faw  Chrift’s  glory  on  the 
mount,  14  Lord,  (faith  he,)  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.” 
Has  the  Lord  ever  transfigured  himfelf  before  thee,  fo 
as  he  has  appeared  in  another  manner  to  thee  in  his 
ordinances  than  ever  thou  faweft  before?  Then  fay,  fee¬ 
ing 
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|ng  Lord  I  cannot  come  to  heaven  to  thee,  it  is  good 

eing  in  the  mount,  in  thy  ordinances  with  thee,  it  is 
good  being  here,  i  Pet.  ii.  2,  3,  4.  I  know  brethren 
you  have  many  employments  in  the  world,  and  are 
called  away  to  them,  and  cannot  ever  be  with  the 

•Lo/d>  yet  ,Iet  y°ur  Ion£ings  be  there,  nay  though  call 
out  of  God’s  light,  yet  look  to  the  temple ;  this  will 
give  you  peace. 

6.  This  if  I  may  have  leave  to  fpeak  plainly,  is  the 
great  fin,  one  of  them,  of  New-England.  Men  come 
over  hither  for  ordinances,  and  when  they  have  them 
neg!e£t  them;  or  if  it  be  too  horrible  to  live  in  a  grofs 
negled  of  them,  yet  who  maintains  his  fellowfhip  with 
Uirifl  ?  Or  longing  after  the  fellowlhip  of  Chrifl  in 
them  ?  And  therefore  I  fhall  ftay  a  while  on  this 
point.  Men  that  are  lick  of  confumptions  have  fome- 
times  a  mighty  lloinach  after  meat,  and  when  it  is 
brought  them,  they  are  weary  of  the  very  frnell  of  it, 
and  then  lay,  truly  I  had  thought  I  could  have  eaten 
10  much;  fo  men  loath  ordinances,  nay  the  cooks  that 
drefs,  and  the  dilli  that  brings,  and  the  mini  dry  of 
Chrilt  Jetus  that  provides  the  meat,  becaufe  confum- 
ing  and  pining  away  in  their  iniquities.  I  know  many 
ufe  ordinances,  but  are  they  not  indifferent  whether 
they  find  him  therein  or  no  ?  Now, 

1.  When  men  had  enough  by  them  to  live  comfort¬ 
ably  upon,  then  God  and  his  ordinances  were  defired 
by  them  ;  but  here  men’s  removing  begetting  want, 
want  of  the  creature  joined  with  fear  and  diitrull  of 
God’s  providence  to  provide  for  them  and  theirs, 
either  fink  their  hearts,  that  ordinances  are  not  fweet, 
no  more  than  Mofes’  meffage  to  a  people  in  anguiih, 
or  meat  to  a  wounded  man  ;  or  elfe  makes  them 
hungry  after  the  creature,  and  hence  lavifhing  out  their 
dcfires,  that  they  have  none  after  the  Lord  himfelf. 

2.  When  men  are  perfecuted  by  enemies,  driven 
into  corners,  or  to  towns  fix  miles  off  to  find  a  facra- 
jnent,  or  hear  a  fermon,  then  the  gofpel  of  peace, 

and 
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■and  them  that  brought  the  glad-tidings  of  peace,  their 
feet  were  beautiful,  and  then  men  thought  if  on$ 
fabbath  here  was  fo  fweet,  where  ordinances  are  much 
corrupted,  if  feme  of  them  be  fo  comfortable  in  the 
midfl  of  enemies,  O  how  fweet  to  enjoy  them  all 
among  faints,  among  friends  ?  And  lo  I  know  they 
be  to  fome,  and  I  hope  to  more  than  I  know  ;  but 
New -England's  peace  and  plenty  oi  means  breeds 
ftrange  fecurity ;  and  hence  prayer  is  negletied  hete  - 
There  are  no  enemies  to  hug;  you  in  heaven,  nor 
no  chains  to  make  you  cry  ;  hence  the  gofpel  of  C hi  i it 
in  it  is  flighted.  Why?  Here  are  no  four  herbs  to 
make  the  Lamb  fweet.  And  if  I  get  no  good  this 
fabbath,  this  fermon,  this  facrament,  this  prayer,  I  hope 
I  fhall  fome  other  time,  when  my  heart  is  better,  and 
my  bufmefs  is  over  :  Not  confidering  that  the  days 
of  trouble  may  be  near,  or  God’s  final  farewel  may  be 
quickly  taken. 

3.  It  was  a  fad  fpeech  of  a  brother  lately*  which 
has  oft  affeCted  me,  that  ‘  A  man  may  pray  out* 

4  hear  out  all  the  grace  of  his  heart  Meaning  this* 
when  God  begins  to  work  upon  a  man’s  heart  at  firft* 
then  prayer  and  word  is  fweet,  fiay  a  while  they 
hear  out  their  hearing,  and  pray  out  their  praying  :  fo 
as  in  praying,  they  pray  not,  and  in  hearing,  they  hear 
not!  Would  to  God  there  were  not  a  generation  of 
thoi'e  men  among  us,  that  having  been  lo  olt  lermon- 
trod  and  prayer-beaten,  that  now  their  hearts  are  har¬ 
dened,  and  being  ufed  to  ordinances,  and  being  fo  long 
ridden  under  them,  I  wifh  they  were  not  tired,  and 
jaded  under  them  before  they  come  half  way  home, 
that  they  had  rather  lie  and  die  in  the  high- way,  than 
get  up  and  with  mighty  groans  and  invincible  wreft- 
liijgs  of  heart  feek  after,  and  fo  find  the  Lord  in 
them. 

4.  There  is  no  place  in  all  the  world,  where  there 
is  finch  expectation  to  find  the  Lord,  as  here,  and 
hence  men  biefs  the  Lord  for  our  rifing-lufi,  when  it 
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is  fetting  every. where  elfe  :  Here  therefore  they  come 
and  find  it  not,  hence  not  confidering  the  great  and 
iafi  temptation  of  this  place,  whereby  God  tries  his 
friends  before  he  will  trull  them  with  more  of  himfelf, 
viz.  deep  and  frequent,  defertions,  they  give  in,  and 
therefore  care  not  lor,  nor  defire  after  tnofe  plaiilers 
which  they  feel  heal  them  not,  nor  that  food  which 
they  find  nourifhetli  them  not.  It  is  firange  to  fee 
what  a  faith  fome  men  have  tiiat  can  clofe  with  Chrift 
as  their  end,  and  comfort  themfelves  there  ;  it  is  not 
means  (fay  they)  but  Chrift,  not  duties  but  Chrift, 
and  by  this  faith  can  comfort  and  quiet  themfelves  in 
the  neglea  and  contempt  of  Chrift  in  means,  as  infal¬ 
lible  a  brand  of  God’s  eternal  reprobation  of  fuch  a 
foul  as  any  I  know.  So  that  this  is  New-England’s 
fin.  Is  not  prayer  negleaed,  wanting  place  and 
heart?  If  not  in  family,  is  it  not  in  fecret,  yet  doth 
it  not  die  ?  Didft  thou  ever  find  thy  fpirit  fo  flrait- 
sied  ?  Where  are  the  mighty  groans  ?  What  is  be¬ 
come  of  meditation  ?  Dofi:  thou  not  let  fabbaths,  fer- 
mons  pafs  over,  which  (hall  be  preached  over  again 
at  the  laid  day,  and  find  no  Chrift,  no  Spirit  in  them; 
and  thus  lie  familhing,-  and  yet  not  cry  for  bread?  If 
it  be  not  fo,  I  am  glad,  God,  angels,  faints,  and  [ail 
the  world  lhall  call  you  blelfed :  If  it  be  fo,  I  dare  be 
bold  to  prophefy  ruin  to  this  -  place  and  people,  and 
that  you  or  your  pollerity  lhall  either  in  woods,  or  in 
the  land,  or  in  hands  oi  your  enemies  in  this  place 
huqent  with  tears  the  contempt  of  means  ;  and  you, 
even  difciples  of  Chrift,  “  fliall  defire  to  fee  one  of 
the  days  of  the  Son  of  man  ;  and  fliall  not  fee  them. 
Ter.  via.  13,  14.  “  Let  us  go  into  ftrong  holds, 

f-cc.  I  know  there  are  many  that  do  meet  the  'Lord, 
but  are  you  not  apt  to  fall  afleep  again  ?  O  therefore 
let  me  intreat  you,  if  the  Lord  has  efpoufed  you  to 
himfelf,  if  you  have  any  longings  after  him  in  heaven, 
feeing  thofe  defires  cannot  be  fulfilled  prefently,  O 
long  to  meet  him  here,  and  fo  long  to  meet  him,  as 

that 
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that  you  may  indeed  meet  with  him  and  with  more 
and  more  oi  him. 

‘ :  \  ■  '  '  •,  ’  •  •  ;  J  (  »  I  j  '  ;  , 

SEC  T.  VI.  • 

Quell.  W HAT  is  it  to  meet  Cbrift ,  and  to  have  f el- 
lowjhip  with  ban  in  his  ordinances  P 

Anf.  I  have  been  oft  afked  this,  and  for  the  fake  of 
them  that  be  weak,  I  fliall  give  you  a  take  oi  it. 

i.  Therefore  look  as  it  is  with  a  man  that  receives 
any  common  mercy  ironi  God,  from  Chrift,  if  he 
fees  not  the  Lord  jefus  really  giving  it,  he  enjoys  it, 
but  not  Chrill  in  it,  though  he  get  fome  good  cut  of 
the  thing:  So  let  a  man  receive  more  knowledge  of 
truths  and  more  truth  be  difcovered,  more  promifes 
revealed,  more  affections  and  life  dropt  into  the  heart, 
which  may  do  a  man  fome  good,  yet  ii  he  fees  them 
as  feparated  from  Chrift,  if  he  fees  not  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  jefus,  if  he  fees  not  promifes  fpokeh  from  hea¬ 
ven  by  Jefus,  if  he  looks  not  on  all  commands  as  part 
of  the  fecret  of  jefus,  if  he  receive  affections,  and  by 
them  behold  not  the  Lord  Jefus,  he  doth  not  at  that 
time  enjoy  the  Lord  Jems.  For  he  now  indeed  en¬ 
joys  his  gifts,  but  by  thefe  he  doth  not  enjoy  him  : 
And  therefore  then  a  man  may  be  laid  to  have  fel- 
lowlhip  with  Chrift  in  an  ordinance,  when  by  all  the 
light  and  life  and  comfort  there,  he  comes  to  fee  him, 
and  fees  them  all  in  him,  and  feeing  a  tranfcendeni; 
glory  in  him,  fees  and  beholds  a  hidden  glory  in 
them.  This  command  is  a  fecret  of  jefus,  this  pro- 
mife  the  fweet  voice*  of  jefus,  thefe  confolations  the 
comforts  of  Jefus,  thefe  meHeogers  the  miniiters  of 
Jefus,  thefe  ordinances  the  kingdom  of  jefus.  And 
therefore  look  throughout  all  the  fcriptures,  you  fliall 
fee  our  fel  low  {hip  with  Chrift  both  in  heaven  and 
here;  it  is  expreil  by  u  feeing  of  the  Lord,1’  John 
xvii.  24.  Pfd.  Ixiii.  2.  and  xxvii.  4.  I  have  oft  laid 
to  my  friends,  the  great  iin  of  Ghriftians  is  to  fee  fcrip. 
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tures,  ordinances,  truths,  commands,  blows,  kind- 
r.eiles  as  not  flowing  from  and  abiding  in  the  Lord 
Jeius,  to  fee  them  feparate  from  Chrill,  and  not  Chrifc 

;lnd  them  t0Sether and  hence  promifes  comfort  not, 
bccaule  you  receive  them  not  as  fpoken  by  Tefus  : 
v^ommands  awe  not,  becaufe  not  as  the  voice  of  [efus: 
i.very  truth  vs  not  dear,  becaufe  you  fee  it  not  as  the 
-bridegroom’s  voice.  Parents  that  have  had  rude 
children,  have  turned  them  out  of  doors,  they  them- 
j'-I  ves  have  fent  them  cloaths  and  money  out  of  pity, 
but  themfelves  have  not  been  feen,  that  they  might 
leek  for  a  father’s  houfe  at  lall:  So  when  God  is  an¬ 
gry  with  fome  of  his  people,  he  doth  fend  to  them  in 
his  providences  and  ordinances,  becaufe  he  pities 
them,  but  himfelf  is  not  feen.  Why?  That  at  laft 
they  might  come  home,  and  feek  to  fee  his  face  again,, 
and  fay.  What  good  does  all  this  do  me,,  if  I  fee  no 
God  ?  I  confefs  he  that  receives  gifts  from  another, 
ought  to  be  thankful  ;  but  a  heart,  that  loves  and  longs 
niter  the  Lord,  will  lay,  here  is  bleffing,  means,  truth, 
warmth,  but  Lord  when  wilt  thou  come  thyfelf?  Q 
labour  for  this  ! 

2.  When  a  man  feels  the  power  of  .the  Lord  jefus 
in  his  ordinances;  this  is  the  lecond  part  of  David’s 
defire,  Plal.  lxiii.  2,  3.  “  That  I  may  fee”  not  only 
thy  glory,  but  “thy  power;”  for  there  is  never  a 
child  of  God  but  feels  a  llrong  party  within  him  a- 
gniiill  Chrill,  fo  that  he  cannot  feek  Chrill,  cleave  to 
Chrill,  live  to  Chrill  ;  now  you  will  find  in  fome  or¬ 
dinances  your  hearts  fliaken  and  troubled  for  fin,  and 
fome  defires  and  confolations  llirred  up,  and  hopes 
never  to  be  as  you  have  been :  But,  beloved,  all  dies 
and  falls  down  again  :  Now,  I  confefs  there  is  forrie- 
what  of  Chrill  in  all  this;  but  yet  content  not  your- 
felves  with  this,  becaufe  you  want  a  power,  or  until 
you  find  a  mighty  power  of  Chrill  by  little  and  little 
lubduing  fin  ;  for  when  Chrill  comes  into  the  heart 
indeed,  he  comes  with  his  power,  Pfal.  xxiv.  7,  8. 

“  The 
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***The  Lord  of  Hofts,  mighty  in  battle.  His  flefli  is 
«  meat  indeed.”  Col.  i.  29.  Chrill’s  power  works 
in  man  mightily.  If  you  enjoy  never  fuch  comfort, 
but  find  not  a  power  in  pulling  down  thy  lulls,  theie 
is  no  Chrift.  If  a  man  be  fick,  and  he  eats  his  meat, 
and  great  care  be  had  to  tend  him,  but  the  difeafe  is 
flronger  than  the  ftrength  of  nature  and  food  ;  afk  him. 
Do  you  eat  ?  Yes,  but  it  doth  me  no  good  ;  fo  here  . 
Such  comfort,  fuch  a  Chrift  doth  you  no  good,  un  lei's 
you  feel  a  power.  O  long  to  meet  Chrift,  and  enjoy 

Chrift  thus  !  '  ‘  "Y 

Queft.  How  /ball  I  do  this  P 

Jbif.  1.  Mourn  bitterly  for  the  Lord’s  abfence,  as 
for  one  of  the  greateft  evils  that  can  befal  thee.  For 
Chrill’s  pre fence  will  never  be  Ivveet  to  him  that  can 
live  without  him,  and  can  you  look  for  him  then  ? 
John  xvi.  22.  “  You  have  now  forrow,”  which  he 

laid,  filled  their  hearts,  but  I  will  fee  you  again 
vifit  you,  come  down  to  you  by  my  Spirit  again,  and 
you  lhall  rejoice,  and  none  fhall  take  it  away  :  And 
therefore  it  is  noted,  the  firft  that  had  comfort  was 
Mary,  when  fhe  fat  at  the  fepulcher  weeping,  John 
xx.  11,  &c.  And  therefore  do  but  obferve  your  own 
hearts,  when  your  hearts  have  been  ioaked  in  grief, 
for  want  of,  or  for  the  abfence  of  Chrift,  O  I  have 
lived  without  him,  and  prayed  without  him,  and  heard 
without  him,  and  fpoke  without  him,  him  that  hath 
pitied  me,  fpared  me,  overcome  me,  laid  down  his 
life,  fent  his  Spirit  to  me !  that  then  you  fhall  more 
or  lefs  fee  the  Lord,  and  feel  the  power  and  prefence 
of  the  Lord.  O  beloved,  fhall  not  heaven  be  fweet  to 
you  without  him,  and  fhall  earth  be  fweeter  than  hea¬ 
ven,  that  you  can  live  here  without  him  ?  Beloved, 
whatever  you  account  of  it  now,  in  hell  the  fting  of 
all  forrows  fhall  be  this.  O  Chrift  hides  his  face ! 
One  frown  ihall  be  more  bitter  than  death,  than  a 
tHoufand  deaths,  and  fhall  it  be  lo  in  hell,  and  fhall 
not  many  frowns,  many  days  be  more  bitter  than 

P  3  death  ? 
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few,  Sh.allrit  be/°  ,t0  tLvi!s’  and  not  to  faints  ? 
fha11  the  ,ndlnS  of  Ghrifl’s  face  from  enemies  be 
leavy,  and  fliall  not  his  friends  take  it  to  heart?  If 

you  do  not,  then  think  not  to  meet  him,  but"  that 
word  and  prayer  fliall  be  dead  drink  to  thee;  but  if 

you  do,  I  tell  thee,  if  he  manifelts  himfelf  to  any,  he 
will  reveal  himfelf  to  thee. 


2.  I  nze  and  love  his  prefence,  his  face,  th'e  lifting 
tip  of  the  light  of  his  countenance.  Princes  will  not 
come,  or  if  they  do,  not  (lay,  or  if  they  perceive  their 
company  is  a  burden,  and  is  not.  e  {teemed;  np  more 
wih  the  Lord  Jefus.  They  that  are  fallen  in  love  to¬ 
gether  will  find  out  each  other,  though  it  be  at  mid- 
nignt,  prize  ChriPi’s  company,  and  you  will  not 
complain  for  want  of  time,  and  fay  you  cannot,  but 
you  will  find  him  out  in  word,  in  prayers,  though  o- 
thers  be  fall  afleep,  Matth.  xiii.  44.  'When  the  man 
“  fells  all,”  now  he  “  buys  the  field,”  has  it,  and 
enjoys  it.  You  would  have  the  Lord’s  company  and 
fellow  (hip,  I  believe  you;  but  what  will  you  give  for 
it.  I  will  tell  you.  It  may  be  you  will  give  him  the 
bearing  for  it,  and  give  him  a  few  good  willies,  and 
a  few  good  words,  and  a  little  leilure.  But  will  you 
turn  the  whole  world  behind  your  back,  and  what¬ 
ever  you  have  out  pf  doors,  that  he  may  come  in : 

1  hat  now  it  is  not  honour,  nor  wealth,  nor  life,  nor 
eafe,  nor  heaven,  but  him,  and  that  not  only  in  hea¬ 
ven  but  in  his  fwadling-clouts,  his  ordinances  here, 
believe  it  falvation  is  at  your  doors.  Z'accheus  being 
a  low  man  of  ftature,  'gets  out  of  the  crowd,  Hands  in 
the  way,  and  the  Lord  bids  him  come  down.  Do 
thus  when  you  come  to  any  ordinance,  I  tell  you,  it 
is  better  than  an  hoft  of  angels  com  palling  thee  about 
with  praifes.  O  that  you  had  the  life  of  experience! 
Halt  thou  not  found  him  better  than  friends,  than 
means,  than  thyfelf?  O  that  you'would  believe  exrie- 
rience! 


3.  Make  it  not  your  talk  but  your  trade  to  feek  for 

him, 


1 


ten  virgins. 
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liitn,  that  you  may  enjoy  him  here.  Make  Uis  youi 
bufinefs. '  Men  make  it  not  their  mam  bulmeL  to  leek 
out  Chrift,  but  only  fome  work  they  mult  ch.pax.lt 
by.  the  by.  They  make  it  not  their  trade  but  then 
talk  which  muft  be  done.  Efau  would  have  the  ble.- 

fine,  but  it  is  his  hunting  that  he  delights  in.  i0lj- 

ihail  have  a  man  that  is  a  dole  worldling,  come  and 
hear,  and  joy  therein,  but  his  trade,  his  h^ait  is  a  .^r 
that,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  31.  Look  but  on  a  Chriftian  at  his 
firlt  converiion,  what  great  gains  gets  lie  t.»en..;  4 

is  his  trade  to  follow  the  Lord,  afterward  he  is  idle, 
and  then  feels  little,  Mat.  xiii.  46.  Like  a  mercnant, 
he  ventures  all,  and  then  finds:  Now  you  ihalldind 
him,  Heb.  xi.  6.  “  He  is  the  rewarder,  not  of  them 
“  that  feek  him”  fluggilhly,  but  “diligently.”  v»  hat 
do  you  elfe  feek  for?  “  Why  fpend  you  your  money 
“  for  that  which  is  not  bread?”  Or  ii  there  be  ougnt 
elfe  that  is  neceffary,  let  thy  care  be  lor  him,  and  his 

care  fhall  be  lor  thee.  _  , 

4.  Look  before  thou  corned  to  an  ordinance,  it  tnere 

be  no  luft,  no  {tumbling  block  of  iniquity  that  thou 
harboured  in  thy  heart,  or  iufterelt  to  remain  in  the 
fight  of  God,  Ifa.  lix.  i,  2.  I  have  known  in  expe¬ 
rience,  and  leen  it  in  fcripture,  oi  God  3  people,  and 
others  have  taken  on,  that  God  hides  his  lace, 

And  this  has  been  found  to  be  the  caufe,  either  fome 
fm  not  yet  fubdued  or  mortified,  or  lome  iin  that  they 
have  not  gone  for  pardon  of  to  the  blood  of  Clink, 
and  fo  tin  pardoned.  When  both  theie  have  been  le- 
moved,  the  Lord  has  appeared,  Lxod.  xxiv.  10.  Alter 
the  covenant  made  by  blood,  t£  they  faw  the  God  of 
u  Ifrael,”  Ezek.  xiv.  3.  “  Should  1  be  enquired  of  by 
“  them  that  let  the  It  ambling- block  oi  their  iniqui- 
‘c  ties  &c.  Come  therefore  to  an  ordinance  that 
the  Lord  would  take  away  thy  fin,  do  not  come  to  it 
that  you  may  be  comforted  in  your  fin,  10  mat 
though  there  be  fm  in  your  heart,  yet  the  Lord  wid 
not  call  that  in  thy  diih,  when  thou  comell  to  him  to 
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take  it  away  It  may  be  you  know  n0(le<  u  „ 

enow  not  what  fpint  you  are  of.”  Get  the  Lord 
to  dtfeover  it  thee.  J-or£l 

lbrkHttle^Fn^S1,  deaVe  tbe  d°rer  to  Chrifl 

<hr  ,t  to  his  people,  he  lets  them  fee  their  end  the 
height  of  grace  and  glory  the  Lord  will  bring  them  to 

mLBi^b7/rl-the  m  °fk’  and  tafle  Sxt  a 
but  tne  hrll-fi  uits.  Now  there  is  Satan’s  noli 

cy  to  make  them  flight  what  they  have,  becaufe  they 

"hat  th7  w°uid  mive.  Hence  Chrifl  eflran! 
^eshimfelf  greatly:  Do  you  thus  defpife  my  love? 

7°!  ’Ve  Cl°'S,t0  l,hnfor  'irtle,  and 

,£  ,  ;  Jobn  K  5°-  “  1  hou  fhalt  fee  greater  things 

“  and'VeL0’ I’'16  S°',\  of  God’  and  angels  afcendin°g 
and  delcendmg  on  him.”  Think  that  I  feel  or  have 

and  Oft  o'7  Want  °f  graC£’  and  Peace’  aild  ™rcy, 

tht  i?1,  °  5  u  mercy !  That  1  have  the  O 

this  is  mercy,  this  brought  them  to  Chrifl  himfelf  af- 
terward.  O  unthankfulnefs  flops  God’s  heart !  God 

Wl  1  neVrer  cea,fe  Pour*ng  out  on  thee,  that  art  pouring 
out  prunes  on  him  ;  for  elfe  man’s  kindnefs  fhould  ex- 
ccecl  the  Lord’s. 

1  hus  you  lee  the  means,  now  ufe  them,  and  lon<r 
ior  the  Lord  Jelus  in  them,  and  fo  long  as  that  you 
may  meet  him  ;  and  do  it  prefently,  elfe  you  may  feek 

‘lnc  not  Jnid  1)1  m>  and  “  die  in  your  fins-,”  John  viii. 
-r.  A  lad  and  heavy  fpecrch.  Has  God  Angled  you 
out  of  all  people  in  the  world  to  enjoy  him,  and  will 
you  now  forlake  him,  and  be  eaten  up  with  your  lots 
anu  buried  in  the  bellies  of  your  hearts,  or  fit  griev¬ 
ing  that  your  ellate  are  funk!  It  may  be  hypocrites 
will  forfake  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  “  Will  you  alfo  de¬ 
part?”  Others  care  not  for  him,  others  long  not 
.utci  him,  others  give  him  no  meeting;  will  you  de¬ 
part?  “Lord,  to  whom  /hall  we  go?  O  and  lon<r 
ior  more  of  him,  “  forget  what  is  behind,”  and  heir 
and  pray  as  if  thou  never  didrt  fo  before,  as  if  ‘ 

i  v  '  /  *1 


now 


/ 
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and  "long  for  the  Lord  in  them  the  more,  for 


with  the  Lord  ?  O  it  fhall  be  in  thy  bofom  !  Lord, 
thee  have  I  longed  for,  thee  have  1  iought  lor,  wept 
for  here,  becaufe  I  could  not  come  to  thee  prefently 
in  heaven.  Now,  Lord,  let  me  come  to  thee,  and  lo 
go  triumphing  to  glory. 


SECT.  VII. 

Ufe  7.  Hence  we  fee  no  Chriftian  ought  to 


content  himfelf  with  any  meafure  of  knowledge  or 
fellow Ihip  with  the  Lord  jefus  here.  For  if  full,  perfed 
and  immediate  fellow  (hip  with  him  in  heaven  and  at 
the  1  aft  day  ought  to  be  the  mark  he  aims  at,  and  jour¬ 
ney ’send  of  all  his  defires,  then  he  is  not  to  fit  dovvn 
in  "the  mid-way,  but  to  breathe  and  afpire  a'fter  Hill 
more  and  more  ot  him.  Ihus  Paul,  though  fully 
fealed  with  the  Spirit,  yet  lie  makes  this  his  mark, 
Phil.  iii.  14,  15,  16.  1  Pet.  i.  10,  11,  12,  13.  The 

apoftle  tells  them,  the  prophets  looked  after  ‘‘  the 
**  grace  given  in”  their  times,  “  therefore  gird  up 
“  your  loins,  and  hope  patiently  for  grace  to  be 
“  given  you  at  the  revelation  of  Chrift  Jefus.”  Met! 
that  have  preferment  in  their  eye,  and  are  to  come  on 
by  degrees  to  it,  never  content  themfelves  with  any 
(though  they  will  not  flight  what  they  have)  until  they 


come 


/ 
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come  to  their  higheft  :  You  are  born  to  great  hopes 
fl.ght  not  what  you  have,  but  look  after  more,  a  Pet’ 

Hence  three  forts  are  to  be  greatly  blamed.  For 
a,  .t  1S  with  fmful  Jufts,  f0  it  is  with  fpiritual,  they 
aie  endleis,  infinite,  and  unfatiable ;  if  they  want 
_  ley  are  not  fatisfied  ?  if  they  have,  they  are  whet  on 
in  their  appetites  after  more.  O  let  it  be  fo  here  1 

i.  home  there  be  that  are  fo  far  from  thirftine  af¬ 
ter  more  of  him,  that  they  have  forfaken  his  fellow- 
hup,  and  lie  Hill  content  it  fliould  be  fo.  Time  was 
Iiorror  was  upon  their  confidences,  trouble  in  their 
minds,  and  heat  of  ahTdion  laded,  that  their  prayers 
.  v/ere  many  their  tears  abupdant,  they  could  not 
take  their  red  in  the  night,  but  pray  they  mult,  they 
could  not  hear  of  a  fermon,  but  through  wet  and 

fP\  t0  u  •  and  lt  may  he  the  Lord  “  drew  them  with 
t  ie  cords  of  a  man,”  and  laid  meat  before  them, 
ant  wce  tned  their  labours  with  great  hopes  to  them  ; 

ut  toe  bather  not  having  drawn  them  with  an  invin¬ 
cible  power,  and  knit  them  by  an  indiffoluble  union 
to  Ohrid,  they  are  now  fallen  off  from  Chrift,  John 

V’  y° u  °hferve  it,  he  looks  not  after 

liKij!,  peak,,  not  one  word  to  them,  becaufe  content’ 
P  he  without  him.  .Would  to  God  th'is  were  not 
tlie  tempers  °f  Hints  that  know  it  was  better  with 
you .  once  than  now,  and  God  “  hedgeth  your  way 
1  with  thorns,”  and  gives  you  no  red.  But  O  the 
grievous  wrecks  of  profeffors !  One  can  fee  fome 
boards  and  planks  at  low*  water,  but  that  is  all,  jer. 

ii-  13,  14.  The  Lord  will  fetch  you  home,  if  he  loves 
you,  by  weeping-crofs. 

1.  Some  there  are  that  fall  not  to  forfake  the 
Lord /  but  like  the  door  on  the  hinge,  and  wheel  on 
the  pin,  hang  and  turn  about  where  they  did.  Thus 
God’s  own  people  are  very  apt  to  do,  and  hence  the 
apdue  wdheth  them  to  take  heed  of  it,  from  a  dread- 
fid  argument,  ITeb.  vi..  4,  5,  6,  7. 


Firfl, 
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Fir  ft,  Becaufe  the  Lord  at  firft  converfion  draws 
his  people  fweetly,  drives  them  gently  ;  being  weak 
and  young  infants,  as  yet  keeps  them  in  Ins  arms,  that 
they  may  find  a  greater  good  in  him  titan  in  the  world  . 
but  afterward  he  fullers  Satan  to  tempt,  himieit  dtfeits 
them,  leads  through  a  wildernefs  of  fins  and  miseries, 
that  they  may  know'  what  is  in  their  own  hearts. 
Hence  now  if'they  will  have  mercy,  they  mult  fetch 
it,  fight  for  it,  and  overcome  ;  now  hence  floth  is  apt  to 
prevail  for  a  time,  as  with  the  difciples. 

Secondly ,  Becaufe  before  they  have  Chrift,  they  feel 
a  total  want,  afterward  but  a  partial,  and  hence  apt 
to  be  full  and  felf-confklent  in  what  they  have,  their 
ftomachs  are  fiaid  by  fome  bits,  and  hence  the  Lord 
is  fain  to  withdraw  the  feeling  of  all  that  which  they 
had  before,  that  they  feeling  how  foon  thefe  vanifii, 
might  hunger  after  more  :  as  the  difciples  could  have 
been  content  with  Chrift’s  being  upon  earth  with 
them,  then  faith  he;  “The  Spirit  will  not  come,” 
hence  away  he  goes,  that  they  might  have  more  of 
him  in  the  Spirit.  But  this  is  too  common  with  many 
hypocrites. 

1.  When  men  ferve  their  turn  of  Chrift.  There 
is  never  a  hypocrite  iiveth  but  clofeth  with  Chrift  ior 
his  own  ends  ;  for  he  cannot  work  beyond  his  prin¬ 
ciple.  Now  when  men  have  ferved  their  own  turns 
out  of  another  man,  away  they  go,  and  keep  that 
which  they  have.  An  hypocrite  clofeth  with  Chrift 
as  a  man  with  a  rich  fhop ;  he  will  not  be  at  colt  to 
buy  all  the  fhop,  but  fo  much  as  ferves  his  turn. 
Commonly  men  in  horror  feek  for  fo  much  of  Chrift 
as  will  eafe  them,  aiid  hence  profefs  and  hence  feek 
for  fo  much  of  Chrift  as  will  credit  them,  and  hence 
their  defires  after  Chrift  are  foon  fatisfied.  Appethns 
finis  eft  infnitus . 

2.  No  hypocrite  though  he  clofeth  with  Chrift,  and 
for  a  time  grow  up  in  knowledge  of,  and  communion 
with  Chrift j  but  he  hath  at  that  time  hidden  lulls, 

and 
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thorns  that  overgrow  his  growings,  and  choak  all 
lalt ,  and  m  conclufion  meditates  a  league  between 

Sthe-nrhh‘V  ft  *1?  feel<S  to  reconcile  them  to- 
'  Cl\‘.l  ic  laith’  °ut  wi‘h  every  luft,  and  let 

e  °  m>'lelt  come  J  no,  faith  fin,  let  me  Hay  here 
remember  what  eafe,  what  honour  I  bring  you  I 
cannot  leave  you:  Now  a  man  moderates,  I  wiU  keep 
my  luft  becaufe  1  love  it,  but  1  will  keep  it  as  my 
burden  that  I  may  have  Chrift  with  it.  Chrift  calk 
to  feek  for  more  of  h.m ;  lull  faith  no,  the  work  is  hard, 
and  duties  are  difficult.  And  it  is,  it  may  be,  to  no 
purpo  e  to  feek  you  have  other  irons  in  the  fire,  many 
worldly  bufineffes  :  Now  here  men  moderate  ;  do  noit 
fay  thou  wilt  leek  no  more  after  him,  nor  indeed  ufe 
means  diligently  lor  more  of  him;  be  fure  only  you 
give  him  tome  defires  to  be  better,  and  this  will  ferve 
the  turn.  The  Lord  Jelus  woos  many  a  foul  whom 
he  never  matches  himielf  unto ;  one  comes  and  wins 
the  heart  afterward,  and  makes  the  match  ;  fo  here  : 
Ihe  lu.ts  of  a  man’s  heart  grow  fweeter  than  Chrift 
and  his  ordinances,  and  hence  there  is  no  heart  to 
eek  alter  more  of  Chrift,  when  the  match  is  once 

made  wita  the  world,  and  affections  won,  2  Tim  £ 
IV.  10.  • 


3.  Some  feek  for  more  of  Chrift,  but  it  is  of  an 
idol-ch rift,  not  as  manifefting  himfelf  in  and  by  a 
word  :  for  look,  as  any  aCt  of  obedience  is  an  aCt  of 
will-worlhip  and  imagery,  that  we  have  not  a  parti- 
CUiar  demand  lor,  or  is  not  direCtly  deducted  from 
rule  m-the  word;  fo  that  aft  of  faith  is  an  ad  of  will- 
worlhip,  which  fees  and  chafes  Chrift  as  his  own, 
when  he  has  not  a  particular  promife  for  it;  it  is  an 
imagination  of  Chiift,  not  Chrift;  and  vou  have 
more  of  your  own  imagination,  not  more  of  the  Lord 
Jehio,  1  i  et.  i.  2  j.  Monks  had  fublime  contempla¬ 
tions  of  God  ;  Luther  calls  them  fuch  as  looked  upon 
a  Dens  Cbriftus  abfolutus , — not  beholding  the  beams 

pi  bis  love  and  glory  in  the  word.  O  therefore  la- 

bour  . 
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hour  for  more  of  fuch  a  Chrift,  as  the  word  holds 

forth.  And  look  as  in  heaven. 

Firft,  They  are  all  one  with  him  in  fellowlhip,  tiie 

Father  in  him,  and  he  in  them,  and  they  in  him,  and 

fo  made  perfeft  in  one.  „  ,  n  .  .  ,  , 

Secondly,  They  have  his  fellowlhip  only:  io  do 

yon  long  for  more  of  his  fellowlhip,  fo  as  to  be  made 
more  one  with  him,  and  him  with  you,  fo  as  he  may 
be  your  ftrength,  and  life,  and  peace,  and  for  his 
fellowlhip  only  ;  otherwife  you  may  go  without  him 
at  laft,  Luke  xiii.  26,  27-  “  Have  we  not  eat  and 
«  drank  in  thy  prefence,”  fee.  The  Jews  before 
Ch rill’s  coming  had  Chrift’s  prefence  then,  but  a 
greater  meafure  of  it  is  given  to  the  church  fince  his 
refurreaion  and  glorification  ;  for  it  was  referved  to 
honour  Chrift  in  his  firft  coming.  But  hovy  many 
are  there  that  fee  not  the  Lord  Jefus  fo  as  they  did 
under  vails  l  either  get  more,  or  fay  Chrift  is  not 
rilen,  John  xiv.  16.  Chrift  pronnfes  to  fend  his  difci- 
ples  another  comforter  :  who  was  that  ?  the  Spnit  of 
truth  whom  the  world  could  not  receive,  becaufe  it 
knew  him  not:  Why,  had  the  difciples  no  Spirit  now 2 
yes,  he  was  in  them,  but  not  that  full  meafure,  with 
which  they  were  not  as  yet  fealed,  yet  they  knew 
they  had  him,  and  that  Chrift  was  theirs  too.  So 
haft  thou  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ?  O  beg  for 
more  of  it,  not  for  miraculous  gifts,  foi  that  is  in 
vain,  but  more  of  the  fpecial  powerful  pielence  and 
fulnefs  of  it ;  for  it  is  that  the  world  cannot  receive, 
I  have  oft  feared  that  it  is  the  great  fin  of  this  laft  age, 
to  comfort  and  let tl e  Ghriiiians  in  their  weak  begin¬ 
nings,  as  though  there  were  no  more  of  God  s  Spirit 
to  be  poured  down  in  times  of  the  gofpel.  But  con* 
fider, 

Firft,  What  came  you  into  this  wildernefs  to  lee  - 
Reeds  lhaken  with  the  wind  ?  No,  for  more  of  the 
Lord  Jefus; -and  will  you  now  forget  the  end  for 

which  vou  corns  >  It  may  be  you  never  found  lels,  no 

but 
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raorf°dH3  f7ty,ing  °f  y0U  that  y°u  might  feek  for 
-then  defpifed  him.  °  t0  ^  Jdus>  and 

Secondly,  You  have  here  more  means  to  have  fel 

with  what  you  have  had.  If  you  do,  Kt 
00k  for  but  that  the  Lord  ihould  take  away  ordi/an- 
,'  S’  “  th*y,do  y°u  R0  more  good,  and  eafe  you  of  the 

‘L  L.T‘‘ Hofi=  1  "  r“d  *» »*ta? 

7  tuaL.  it  is  chat  I  have  oft  thought  of,  whv  are 
the  wicked  exalted,  and  faints  debafed ?  the  work  are 

bell  baidTgh  T  reCeiVC  the!r  pIagL1CS’  nor  the 

,  f°°J  enouSh  to  partake  ofbleffings.  You 
have  had  fome  means,  to  do  you  fome  good,  here 
}  ou  nave  more,  that  you  may  receive  more  good 

°ear^s!  'f«. 

vo  ,r  vn  •?  ge  .y°?  lf  y0a  be  goId’  or  fl*mes  to  de- 
ar.  '{  y°u  «e  but  rottennefs  and  ftubble  But 

is  t.as  tnus .  the  Jews  did  long  for  Chrift, -and  when 
ie  came  they  crucified  him,  they  loved  the  prophets 
tney  lliall  have  prophets  and  their  blood  to<£  to  flay 

mem;  you  love- the  meffengers  of  Chrift,  be:  they  , 

have  them  Lord,  but  defpife  them,  they  have  them, 
but  condemn  them,  they  have  them,  and  though  they-, 
w.  not  call  them  out  ot  their  places,  yet  they  will 

I  "7/  th<r,ir  ffnts’  and  grieve  thy  Spirit 'in  them, 
h3t  U‘ey.  W1  1  make  tkem  glM  to  bury  themfelves,  and 
eave  them  places.^  You  fliail  have  prophets  and  their 
blood  too,  and  their  tears  and  lorrows  toe.  But  whv 

■°° C?rft:  uStrme  perfuade :  O  labour  for 
more  of  Chrift  in  his  fervants,  in  his  ordinances,  in 

ms  provinces,  m  his  .faints, v  until  at  laft  thy  defires 
Leak  thy  veflel,  and  carry  thee  up  to  behold  the 
Loid  m  heaven.  It  there  were  never  faving  work  of 
grace  wrought,  but  thou  haft  only  relied  in  duties 
without  Chrift,  now  lell  thyfo.f  out  of  all  for  him. 

It  there  be  any  that  the  Lord  has  fettle^there  on  his 
promiiC  which  never  can  be  fhaken,  hold  your  fted- 

faflnefs;,  4- 
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faftnefs,  but  yet  dill  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

SEC  T.  VIII. 

Ufc  5.  Of  Exhort.  Oil  long  to  be  with  the  Lord 
Jefus.  Before  a  man  has  Chrift,  now  his  defires 
ihould  be  to  have  him;  when  he  has  Chrift,  now  his 
longing  fhould  be  to  be  with  him.  Do  thus  in  this 
place,  efpecially  in  this  age.  I  have  oft  thought  one 
great  end  of  God’s  bringing  his  own  people  into  this 
place,  is  to  learn  them  to  die,  and  be  with  Chrift. 
Men  have  heard  of  Chrift,  and  paffed  through  the 
waves  of. .death,  and  ftood  many  a  week  within  fix 
inches  of  death  to  fee  Chrift  here;  well,  when  you. 
come  here,-  God  viftts  you  with  troubles,  temptations, 
Ioffes,  defertions,  fears  for  future  times  ;  here  it  may 
be  you  fee  (as  l'ome  fee)  an  “  end  of  all  perfection,” 
church-builders,  church-ordinances,  church- profelfors, 
&c.  or  if  they  find  the  Lord,  it  is  foon  gone;  why  alt 
is  that  you  might  long  to  be  at  home. 

Motive  x.  The  Lord  when  he  called  Abraham  out 
of  his  own  country  to  his  friends,  he  followed  the 
Lord  lie  knew  not  whither.  You  live  now  out  of 
your  father’s  houfe  and  from  all  your  friends  that  long 
to  fee  you,  nay  are  left  among  enemies,  and  you 
know  whither  you  are  to  go,  “  to  God  the  judge  of 
“  all,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and 
“  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect.” 

Motive  2.  Look  but  upon  the  men  of  this  world, 
they  long  for  things  here,  though  but  temporal;  tho’ 
they  have  no  Chrift.  O  long  for  this  though  thou  haft 
no  world. 

Motive  3.  When  Chrift  would  needs  go  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  John  xi.  16.  faith  Thomas,  “  Let  us  go  and  die 
“  with  him,”  and  ihall  not  we  go  to  live  with  him? 

Motive  4.  Did  Mofes  forfake  Egypt’s  honours,  trea- 
fures,  and  embraced  the  reproach  of  Chrift  as  far  bet¬ 
ter  ? 
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ter?  O  if  God  fliould  fet  thee  up  in  a  throne,  O 

^epart  from  it  to  enjoy  the  glory  of  Chrift  himfelf 
m  glory  ! 

Motive  5.  Grant  death  be  dreadful,  yet  when  fol- 
diers  lee  their  captain  upon  the  walls  among  the  ene¬ 
mies,  they  will  prefs  hard  after  to  follow,  though  they 
die  m  the  breach.  To  part  with  fin  is  bitter,  or  to 
part  with  Chrift;  but  to  part  with  the  body  fora 

time,  and  call  off  the  clothes,  this  will  be  found  to  be 
exceeding  fweet. 

Motive  6.  Friends  that  fend  to  us,  and  provide  for 
us  in  a  defart  place,  we  long  to  fee  them.  Now  who 
ha^  clothed  tnee,  comforted,  pardoned,  revived,  found 
thee,  kept  thee  tnat  nothing  hath  hurt  thee  ?  nay  that 
thy  fins  hai  e  humbled  thee,  and  done  thee  good  ;  G 
ii  is  Chrilt !  Wilt  thou  not  fay,  who  and  where  is  he 
that  doth  all  this  ? 

Motive  7.  O  confide r  how 'glad  the  Lord  Jefus  will 
be  of  thee,  though  the  world  and  thou  art  weary  of 
thyfelf,  Zeph.  m.  17.  Luke  X.  21.  “I  thank  thee,  O 
Father  lo  will  the  Lord  lay  then. 

Means  i.  Labour  for  affurance  that  Chrift  is  thine, 
elfe  you  will  fear  death  and  hell  that  follows  it,  and 
fuch  an  affurance  as  does  not  only  chafe  away  vexa¬ 
tion  and  anguilh  of  fpirit,  but  fears,  at  leaft  in  the 
power  of  then  :  for  there  is  many  a  Chriftian  can  find 
the  propofition  true  in  the  word,  “  He  that  comes  to 
“  Chrift  he  will  not  call  away the  Spirit  clears 
God’s  work,  and  his  own  experience,  and  faith, 

“  1  hou  Cornell  unto  Chrift;”  now  when  he  comes 
to  make  the  conclufion,  though  he  dares  not-  fin  a- 
gainft  clear  light  and  evidence  of  the  Spirit,  and  con¬ 
clude,  “  Yet  I  lhall  be  a  caft-away yet  he  dares  not, 
nor  cannot  for  a  time  conclude  fully  ;  why  ?  becaufe 
of  fome  fears,  what  if  I  ftiould  be  miltaken,  and  when 
I  die,  all  prove  naught  ?  and  while  this  fear  lafls  you 
will  not  long  (till  needs  mull)  to  be  with  Chrift ;  for 
while  you  fear  or  fufpeft  Chrift  as  an  enemy,  you 

will 
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vill  not  heartily  love  him,  nor  long  to  be  with  him  : 
herefore  get  thele  tears  removed* 

Oueft.  How  way  this  be? 

An/.’  Rom.  viii.  15,  16.  By  the  Spirit  of  adoption 
anly;  for  though  1  do  not  exclude  the  work  ot  anc- 
tified  reafon  from  the  witnefs  of  the  Spirit,  yet  this 
fay,  that  all  the  men  in  the  world,  nor  all  the  wiklom 
and  reafon  of  man  can  never  chafe  away  all  rears, 
fcatter  all  mills,  till  the  Spirit  itfelf  faith,  Peace  and  be 
Hill,  and  puts  its  hand  and  feal  to  the  evidence;  till 
the  Spirit,  not  by  an  audible  but  powerful  voice,  thews 
and  perfwades,  A£ts.  xii.  13,  14^  *5’  i6.y  T-ney  a 
been  praying  for -Peter,  Peter  knocks,  the.  ani  c 
faith,  Peter  is  their ;  now  fee  their  unbelier  aiter 
fuch  a  mighty  Spirit  of  prayer,  “  It  is  his  angel,”  fay 
they,  and  could  not  be  perfwaded  till  he  came  m  and 
ihevved  himfelf.  So  the  foul  is  praying,  a  man’s  own 
fpirit  goes  out  and  fees  there  is  more  unbelief  and 
fear,  fay  no,  it  is  a  delufion:  Well  the  Spirit  Hill 
knocks,  and  the  foul  opens,  and  then  he  comes 
in,  and  the  foul  is  aftonifhed.  And  that  you  may 

have  it,  . 

1.  See  there  be  no  guilt  upon  thy  commence,  no 

refervation,  love,  liking  to  fome  ^luft,  Heb.  x.  22* 
For  thefe  fears  are  commonly  the  -fruit  of  guilt 
which  is  not  walked  away,  but  “  by  the  blood  of 
“  fprinkling.” 

2.  Pray  for  the  Spirit,  Pfalm  lxxxv.  4- — 9.  fay 
they,  i*  I  urn  jjs  from  fin.  2.  T.  urn  Irom  thy 
u  wrath  when  the  bather  is  angry,  then  no  good 
word.  3.  The  end,  **  that  our  hearts  may  rejoice 
u  in  thee.  4.  Shew  us  mercy.”  5.  Then  they  come 
to  lilten  after  it;  for  many  times  a  friend  fpeaks  not 

becaufe  he  has  us  not  alone. 

3.  Mourn  heavily  for  want  of  it,  Pfal.  li.  8.  and  fo 

look  for  it  in  a  word. 

Means  2.  Labour  to  partake  of  the  fellowfliip  of 

ChrifPs 
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Ghrift’s  refurredion,  elfe  no  defires  can  be  raifed  up 

Quell.  What  is  that? 

Anf.  Look,  as  we  then  have  fellowfliip  with  Chrill 
and  with  the  church  in  miferies,  when  we  from  the 
erious  apprehenfion  ol  their  lorrows,  condole  and  fuf- 
fer  with  them,  fo  with  Chrill  in  glory,  when  from 
enous  deep  apprenenfions  of  his  glory,  we  reign  with 
him  we  are  nlen  with  him;  for  let  a  man  be  affur- 
ed  Child  is  not  his  if  he  knows  not  what  the  worth 
and  g.ory  of  his  fellowfliip  is,  a  man  will  then  never 
■long  to  be  with  bun  :  O  therefore  labour  to  compre¬ 
hend  this  glory  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  that  by  the  fpi- 
m  of  revelaaon,  Eph.  i.  17,  18.  The  word  reveals 
he  giory  of  faints,  that  there  is  a  kingdom,  that  they 
ihall  be  perfect  in  one,”  that  they  fhall  have  that 
glory  the  Father  has  given  to  Chrill,  John  xvii.  22. 

.  Sf*  *he  SP‘nt  to  fliew  ^ee  the  thing  what  this 
is;  elfe  fomething  in  the  world  will  make  you  look 
back.  There  are  falfe  fpies  that  vilify  God’s  kingdom 
to  his  faints,  O  fay  it  is  a  good  God,  and  country, 
ana  Chrill,  and  mercy  and  love;  “  let  me  go  up  and 

“  poffefsit.”  O  get  the  Lord  to  give  thee  but  one 
glimpfe  of  this.. 

Thus  much  of  the  firfl  verfe. 


CHAP.  Xir.  SECT.  L 

Shewing  that  there  are  Hypocrites  in  the  heft  and pureft 

Churches . 

Ver.  2.  And  five  of  them  were  wife,  and  five  were  foolijh. 

T^ROM  this  fecond  verfe  to  the  fifth  there  is  fet 
down  tne  difference  appearing  between  the  vir¬ 
gins,  wherein  the  Lord,  the  fearcher  of  hearts,  makes 
an  open  difeovery  of  the  particular  eftates  of  thefe  vir- 

’  gins 


TEN  VIRGINS.  2 43 

gms,  for  all  the  bed  churches  efpecially  to  take  notice 
of,  to  the  fecond  coming  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  This 

difference  is  fet  down, 

1.  Generally,  in  this  2d  verfe. 

2.  Particularly,  in  the  3d  and  fourth  verfes. 

I.  Generally  in  this  verfe. 

1.  That  feme  of  them  were  fincere  and  wife-heart¬ 
ed,  to  the  number  of  five. 

2.  Others  of  them  were  foolifh  and  falfe-hearted,  to 
tbe  number  of  five  more.  So  that  the  fum  is  this,  one 
half  of  them  were  indeed  virgins,  another  half,  were 
in  appearance  virgins;  the  one  part  were  virgins  in 
the  fight  of  God,  who  faith  they  are  wife ;  the  other 
were  fo  in  the  judgment  ol  man,  and  hence  called 
foolifh  ones.  In  this  general  defcription  therefore  of 
them,  we  may  note, 

j Firfty  Their  defcription,  from  the  number  of  each 
fort,  viz.  five. 

Secondly ,  From  their  different  qualities  or  qualifica¬ 
tions,  holy  wifdom  or  prudence  in  the  one,  finful  fol¬ 
ly  in  the  other.  He  does  not  fay  five  were  holy  and 
five  profane  ;  five  were  friends  to  the  Bridegroom* 
five  were  periecutors  of  him,  but,  u  Five  were  wife, 
<c  and  five  were  foolifh.”  W  hy,  the  virgins  are  de- 
feribed  by  the  number  of  ten,  I  fpake  before,  either  be- 
cauie  it  was  a  perfe£l  number,  and  fo  fignifies  the  eflate 
of  all  virgin-churches;  or  bscaufe  it  was  the  cuftom  not 
to  exceed  the  number  of  ten,  to  honour  them  at  their 
marriage.  Now  why  five  of  them  were  wife,  and  five 
foolifh,  as  though  the  one  half  of  them  only  were  fin- 
cere,  the  other  falfe,  this  feems  to  carry  the  face  of 
truth;  but  I  am  fearful  to  rack  and  torment  parables, 
wherein  I  chiefly  look  unto  the  fcope,  and  that  is  this. 
That  not  one  or  two  but  a  great  part  of  them  were  fin- 
cere,  and  a  great  part  of  them  falfe.  Ana  hence  the 
obfervations  out  of  thefe  words  are  thefe,  omitting 
all  the  refi. 

Qhferv .  1.  That  when  tbe  churches  of  Chrift  Jefus 

Q,  2  prove 
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prove  virgin  churches :  and  are  mod  pure,  yet  even 

then  there  will  be  feme  fecret  hypocrites  that  fhall 

rmngie  themfelves  with  them.  Or,  there  will  be  a 

number  of  hypocrites,  mingling  themfelves  with  the 
purelt  churches. 

,  (J'jferv-  2 •  i  hat  when  the  churches  are  vinrin- 
'churches,  the  hypocrites  in  thofe  times  will  be  evan¬ 
gelical.  Or,  The  iecret  hypocrites  of  pure  churches - 
are  evangelical. 

°kferv.  3.  That  there  are  certain  fpecial,  faving 
qualifications  of  heart,  whereby  arifes  a  great  internal 
difference  between  fmcere-hearted  virgins  and  the 
doled  hypocrite. 

Obferv.  4.  That  the.fpring  or  one  main  principle  of 
evangelical  fincerity  or  hypocrify,  lies  in  the  under- 
itandmg  or  mind  of  man. 

SECT.  II. 

rp 

Obferv.  x.  A  HAT  there  is  'and  will  be  a  mixture 
oi  clofe  hypocrites  with  the  wife-hearted  virgins  in  the 
pureff  churches. 

This  I  might  manifed  out  of  feveral  feriptures, 
from  leveral  times.  Toole  but  upon  Jofias’s  time, 
where  there  was  as  great  a  reformation  as  under  any 
king  before  him,  2  Kings  xxiii.  25.  Yet  Jer.  iii.  10. 
and  iv.  3,  4.  Look  on  the  apodle’s  time,  and  what  a- 
podacy  afterward.  The.  apodle  complained  of  it, 

“  Every  one  leek  their  own,”  Phil.  ii.  21.  “  Many 
“walk,”  &c.  Phil.  iii.  18,  19.  Whom  he' could  not 
think  on  “without  tears.”  The  mydery  of  iniquity 
began  to  work  even  then.  Chrid  manifeds  this  by 
divers  parables,  Mat.  xxii.  14.  “  Many  are  called,” 

and  fo  called  as  to  come  in,  and  fo  fit  and  not  to  be 
known,  till  the  Lord  looks  on  them.  And  here  the 
wife-hearted  could  not  dilcern  and  keep  out,  but  o- 
pened  the  door  for  the  five  foolilh.  Look  as  it  is  faid, 
Job  i.  6.  “  There  was  a  day  the  fons  of  God  pre- 

“  fented 
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tt  fented  themfelves  before  the  Lord,  and  Satan  came 
«  ;n  alio;”  fo  here.  I  fhall  not,  do  not  ipeak  of  e- 
very  particular  church,  but  of  the  ilate  of  the  church¬ 
es  in  o-eneral.  >  For  it  is  poffible  there  may  be  a  Phila¬ 
delphia,  “  a  new  Jerul'alem  which  comes  down  from 
“  heaven,”  a  “  golden  foundation,”  and  for  a  time 
“  no  hay  nor  Hubble  built  upon  it:”  But  this  is  rare, 

and  not  ulual  nor  general. 


SECT.  III. 

\  %  .  . 

Reafon  i.  FrOM  Satan,  the  ancient  enemy  of  the 
purity  of  the  church;  he  being  an  unclean  creature 
himfelf,  if  he  could  he  would  make  heaven  itielf  un-  . 
clean;  but  that  is  beyond  his  reach;  hence  he  leeks 
to  make  heaven  on  earth  unclean;  hence  he  will  get 
into  paradiie,  and  if  he  cannot  come  in  the  fhape  of 
a  man,  yet  in  that  of  a  ferpent  to  beguile  and  pollute 
innocency  there:  He  will  tollow  Chrill  into  the  wil- 
dernefs,  and  tempt  him  there,  and  hence  will  feelc  to 
get  into  churches,- to  pollute  them.  And -it  he  can¬ 
not  pollute  the  church  by  unclean  ordinances,  he  will 
then  feek  to  defile  it  by  unclean  perfons,  Matth.  xm. 
25.  The  tares  be  in  Judea  like  the  wheat,  yet  indeed 
annoy  the  wheat.  And  how  come  ti 
are  iown  there,  i.  e»  hid  for  a  time,  and  mingled,  and 
die  there  too:  Who  does  this?  Why  the  enemy 
did  it,  fo  that  Satan  will  do  it.  -If  there  be  a  devil  in 
the  church,  he  will  fow  his  tares. 

Objeft.  But  we  fee  him  not. 

AnJ \  No,  it  is  therefore  faid  <c  he  went  away,”  his 
care  is  over,  now  they  are  fown.  Look  as  it  is  the 
Jefuits  policy  at  this  day,  the  end  of  their  order  is  to 
raife  up  the  collapfed  ruins  ol  Rome,  and  to  bring  ail 
Chriftendom  (and  if  it  be  poffible  all  the  world)  to 
the  helliffi  bondage  and  blind  obedience  of  the  See  of 
Rome.  Hence  fome  kingdoms,  becaufe  they  cannot 
conquer  them  by  power,  they  leek  to  do  it  by  craft; 

O  t  hence 


THE  parable  of  the 
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pa  ty  within  from  whom  they  may  have  intelligence, 

nd  hence  they  fhall  do  well  enough  with  them :  So 
Satan  ieeking  the  ruin  of  the  church,  feeks  to  make 

Chiefly ty  Wlthm  the  Church)  for  one  of  thefe  three  ends 

Either  that  he  may  divide  the  church,  that 
wnen  any  error  fhall  be  hatched,  he  may  have  his 
grty  to  maintain  it,  and  his  faction  to  plead  for  it. 

2.  That  he  may  corrupt  it,  if  he  cannot  divide  it 
that  the  tares  may  luck  out  the  heart  and  life  and  pow- 
r  of  godhnels  in  the  hearts  of  the  cleft;  for  you 
know  it  is  not  the  briar  but  the  ivy  that  fucks  out  the 

-1  e  and/aP  the  tree>  and  it  is  not  prophane  prick¬ 
ing  persecutors,  but  feeming  friends  to  the  church, 
that  luck  out  the  heart  and  life  of  it.  It  was  not  Te- 
roboam’s  greatnefs,  but  the  old  prpphet’s  gravity-and 
ieeming  pieiy  that  fucked  out  the  fpirit  and  fap  of  the 
young  prophet,  i  Kings  xiii.  That  fo  by  this  little 
leaven  he  may  defile  the  whole  lump,  and  fo  provoke 
wrath  again  ft  them  all. 

3.  If  he  cannot  do  either,  yet  that  he  may  blur  and 
Earn  the  glory  of  the  church  :  For  the  greateft  glory 

ln  'Jie  world  is,to  fee  a  temple  built,  not  of  Hones,  or 
gi  .iCi,  or  pearl,  but  of  living  precious  faints,  holy  to  the 
.Lord  only  and  his  Son,  and  the  fight  of  which  in  hea¬ 
ven  fhall  be  one  part  of  the  glory  in  heaven.  Hence 
Satan  will  do  what  he  can  to  blur  it;  that  though  the 
greateft  glory  God  has,  fhines  in  his  church,  yet  that 
he  may  blur  it :  And  hence  Jude  faith,  “  Some  that 
“  crept  in  unawares,  were  fpots  in  their  feafts.”  And 

2  Pet.  ii.  2.  “  By  reafon  of  whom  the  way  of  truth 

“  lhall  be  evil  fpoken  of.” 

Reafon  2.  From  the  officers  chiefly  of  a  church, 
who  when  they  fliould  be  full  of  eyes,  as  they  are  de- 
Icribed,  Rev.  iv.  And  thefe  eyes  fliould  'be  ever 
watching,  they  are  then  fleeping,  Matth.  xiii.  25.  For 
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it  is  not  the  having,  fo  much  as  the  afting  of  grace 
that  helps  men  to  read  and  under  land  the  book .  of 
the  fcriptures,  and  the  book  of  men’s  hearts  and  lives, 

2  Pet.  i.  o.  Hence  in  affiftion  and  temptation  we 
know  the  Lord,  and  his  mind,  and  our  own  hearts, 
and  the  world  belt :  When  Jonathan  eats  the  honey  , 

“  his  eyes  are  open.”  Now  lometimes  the  wa  c  1 
are  not  ading,  or  watching,  but ,  fleeping,  and  hence 
thole  are  taken  for  wheat,  that  indeed  are  but  tares. 
The  book  has  a  fair  fuperfcription  or  frontifpiece,  an 
they  fo  fleepy  they  do  not  read  it  through,  and  lo  ei¬ 
ther  fee  no  fault  at  all,  or  if  any,  they  be  but  errata 
in  the  printing,  and  weakneffes  to  be  born  with,  or 
if  they  do,  yet  the  man  is  commended,  and  has  a  name 
to  live  when  indeed  he  is  dead,  and  fo  this  lerves  the 
turn,  and  though  he  comes  in,  yet  they  mall  do  well 
enough  with  him,  though  indeed  they  herein  have  but 

a  wolf  by  the  ears.  r  _  , 

Reafon  2.  In  regard  of  hypocrites  themfelves,  who 

mull  be  like  themfelves,  ever  to  aft  for  their  own  ends; 
for  they  ever  have  an  evil  eye;  now  it  makes  for  their 
ends,  to  join  themfelves  to  the  pureft  churches  ot  the 

Lord  Jefus. 

x.  Sometimes  it  makes  for  their  honour:  Hence 
you  know  the  church  of  Sardis  loll  her  power  ot  life, 
for  that  is  a  burden;  yet  kept  their  name  to  live,  for 
that  is  an  honour.  For  if  men  live  Gut  of  church  fel- 
lowfhip,  that  is  a  great  ihame,  and  now  they  have  lit¬ 
tle  love  from  faints;  indeed  the  wicked  may  honour 
them,  but  what  is  that  to  the  honour  ot  the  whole 
church?  Who  would  think  Saul  Ihould  have  cared 
for  Samuel,  that  dealt  fo  plainly  and  lharply  with 
him?  Yet,  “  O  honour  me  before  this  people;” 
that  is  the  bufinefs.  There  are  many  excellent 
gifts  Chrift  pours  down  upon  his  church:  il  Simon 
46  believes  alfo,”  %A£ts  viii.  and  would  give  any  mo 
ney  for  thole  gifts,  that  he  might  be  wondered  at  as 
he  was  before.  A  man  feeing  other  gifts,  and  the 
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love  they  have  thereby,  even  a  Simon  may  deSre  f„ch 
E  S,  and  a  m.gh.y  power  of  grace  to  animate  ,1,2 
to  1  Its,  and  would  give  any  money  for  this  that  he 
may  be  wondered  at.  Some  refined,  poliflfod  fpirits 
fcom  honour  of  bale  men,  and  hence  fiifla  for  2X’ 

CnnliLu,  2ni  '!  is  l)ra"Se  'hat  Judas  follows 
•  ,  ,  ,,  ^cg,  ^lat  was  lo  poor,  yet  he  did  un 

cane  7  ^  and  a  half  waiting,  fo ’little* 

in  n  V  ■  f  1  13  r  range  that  nien  frould  feek  to 
j  *  001  C  lurc  ies  for  that,  yet  they  do  and  will  fo 
long  as  they  have  any  lots  to  give,  or  purfes  to  lend 
ot  hearts  to  take  care  and  provide  for  Pthore  that  are 
joined  to  them.  You  fhall  have  many  poor  Chriftian 
men  but  be  kind  and  bountiful  to  Lm,  yolt 

fore  IluT  int°n 3117  terr0rS’  Catdl  themat  yourplea- 
ure  with  a  filver  hook,  until  they  fee  their  gain 

glows  little,  and  refpeft  lels,  and  then  they  fall  off. 

j.  -i  heir  comfort  for  union  to  the  church  of  God 

i.  Covers- their  fin  and  hides  it  from  the  eyes  of  the 

WOr  ‘  .  ^  sieves  walk  without  iufpicion  in  true  men’s 
companies,  and  thus  they  make  the  “  houfe  of  pray- 
er  a  den  of  thieves,”  and  this  is  fome  comfort. 

1  or  hypocrites  they  can  carry  it  cleverly  that  none  fee, 
though  God  fee  it  is  no  matter.  It  will  not  be  thought , 
that  a  member  of  a  church  dares  do  luch  a  wicked- 
nefs,  yet  fo  it  is  fometimes.  2.  Comforts  their  con¬ 
science  in  their  fin;  men  love  their  lulls,  but  what 
L°  refPea  to  Ordinances  of  Chrift?  yes,  and  fo  con¬ 
science  is  quiet,  and  fin  lives  too.  Ter.  vii  3  Be 
caufe  there  is  much  comfort  in  God’s  ordinances,  and 
m  attending  on  God  there,  not  only  verbal,  but  the 
vilmle  gofpel  is  fweet,  the  facraments  :  hence  they  join 
themiei  ves  as  in  John’s  mini  (try,  “  You  rejoiced  for 
‘‘  a  feafon,”  not  only  in  Chrilt,  but  in  communion  of 
taints,  efpecially  in  dangerous  times,  that  a  man  fears 
the  judgements  of  God  will  come  on  thofe  places  where- 
evei  they  live  without  them.  And  now  they  are  quiet 

when 
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■when  got  into  the  cities  of  the  Levites,  from  the  pur- 

fuer  of  blood.  r  , 

Reafon  4.  In  regard  of  the  faints  themfelves.  . 

Firft,  There  is  feen  many  times  a  divine  majelly 
and  excellency  in  them,  which  has  a  drawing  virtue 
with  it,  that  many  out  of  refpedt  to  that,  dole  with 
them,  as  Gen.  xxvi.  27,  28.  God  makes  Balaam  to 
fee  Ifrael’s  glory  in  his  tents,  and  he  cannot  cuiie  (it 
he  might  have  all  the  world)  but  mult  blefs  them. 

Secondly ,  There  is  much  charity,  which  thinks  no 
evil,  that  where  they  lee  evils,  they  cover  them,  where 
there  is  but  little  good  appearing,  they  hope  there  is 
more  than  they  fee,  the  “  king>  daughter”  being 

all  glorious  within.” 

Thirdly ,  There  is  a  fpirit  of  humility  in  them,  to 
think  that  others  appear  far  better  than  themfelves, 
until  God  difcovers  them,  efpecially  in  that  they  are 
yet  un  fettled. 

Fourthly ,  A  fpirit  of  defire  to  have  all  as  near  the 
Lord  as  they  can,  and  though  there  be  evils  in  them, 
yet  they  hope  that  will  make  them  better. 

Reafon  5.  From  the  Lord  himfelf :  who  has, 

Firft ,  Referved  this  exact  leparation  as  one  part  of 
his  own  glory  at  his  fecond  coming  :  Then  he  fhall 
feparate  iheep  and  goats. 

Secondly ,  Becaufe  fome  are  very  ferviceable  to  his 
church,  and  fo  to  Chrilt,  as  Caput  politician ,  both  in 
regard  of  outward  means  of  fubftance,  and  all'o  with 
edifying  gifts  :  hence  into  his  family  he  will  let  them 
come,  being  fervants,  and  like  carriers  that  carry 
another’s  money  and  wealth  to  him,  and  then  turns 
them  out  of  doors. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  of  a  certain,  real,  yet  not  thorow 
work  of  the  Lord,  whereby  he  draws  them  to  fome 
fello  wlhip  with  the  church,  his  members,  and  fome 
kind  of  fellowfhip  with  his  Son  ;  yet  it  not  being  a 
thorow,  effectual,  almighty  drawing  they  prove  un- 
found,  John  vi.  65. 
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Jr^T)Vhe  L°rd  might  manifeft  the  exceed- 
-  San  f,a  fs  ,°  !11S.  wrath  m  tome;  for  God’s  lad  end 
.  all  the  wicked,  is  to  Ihew  the  greatnefs  of  it,  Rom 

ix;  21,  22.  yet  in  iome  more  than  others:  and  hence" 

profidfi t  iem  U,P  ln  the  church  t0  8^^  eminency  of 
P  ion,  and  parts,  and  honour,  that  all  the  faints 

a  lo  may  admire  God’s  grace  to  themfelves  the  more- 

that  when  -  two  in  the  field,  one  lhall  be  taken’ 

another  left;”  that  they  ihould  fit  in  the  fame  feats’ 

and  yet  fome  called,  others  left,  and  of  them  that  are 

called,  to  leave  many,  and  love  me;  and  that  men  of 

great  parts,  and  I  a  poor  Ample  one,  to  chufe  fuch 

a  bale  thing,  to  confound  the  wife,  the  mighty.  But 

!?, '  , 13  Jaid,°f  Pharaoh,  what  meant  all  the  miracles? 

,  the  bumblmgs  of  heart  ?  and  yet  he  would  not  let 
v  em  go.  For  this  caufe  have  I  raifed  thee  up  ” 

-  ctilT;?6;  “  0f,al!  ** thm  haI>  ™  (» 

.  ,  a  J  not  one  1S  but  the  Ion  of  perdition,  that 
‘  the  fcnpture  might  be  fulfilled.”  So  here. 

'  .  -  '  r  i\ 


SECT.  IV. 

Vfe  i.  JPh  I S  ferves  to  clear  us  in  this  country 

™  3  foul  afperfion  that  is  cad  out  of  the  mouths  of 

pulpits  upon  us,  that  we  hold  the  churches  of  Chrift 

to  have  no  hypocrites  in  them.  We  anfwer,  that 

tdo  ,  ,f  hypocrites  could  be  openly  and  ecclefiadically 

difcerned,  they  fhould  not  be  received  in,  nor  kept  in 

oecaule  matter  fit  to  ruin  a  church  are  not  fit  to  make* 

a  cnurch  :  yet  we  fay  there  will  be  tares  and  wheat 

there  will  be  chaff  and  corn,  there  will  be  wife’ 

and  foobfh  virgins,  there  will  be  good  and  bad 

mingled  together  in  the  churches  until  the  world’s 
end. 

Ufc  2.  Of  Advice .  lo  the  watchmen  of  the  chur¬ 
ches  :  Nay,  to  all  that  profeis  themfelves  to  be  their 
brethren’s  keepers  ;  to  all  that  are  wife-hearted  virgins, 
not  to  lavifh  your  charity  too  far,  it  is  a  precious 

grace, 
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grace,  and  you  have  little  enough  for  them  that  are 
fincere,  but  to  bear  a  jealous  heart,  and  to  labour  for  a 
quick  dilcerning  eye  to  find  out  them  that  will  min¬ 
gle  themfelves  among  you.  1  his  was  the  commen¬ 
dation  and  honour  of  the  Ephefians,  Rev.  ii.  2.  I  con- 
fefs  it  is  a  finful  extreme  to  cry  down  all  the  virgins  as 
foolifh  when  there  be  tc  five  wile.,?  Satan  will  feek 
to  break  the  bond  of  brotherly -love  by  lowing  falfe 
reports,  and  horrible  fufpicions:  and  it  is  a  hard  thing 
for  a  Paul,  after  the  Lord  has  wrapt  him  up  to  the' 
third  heaven  in  revelations,  not  to  be  puft  up,  and  in 
feeing  himfelf  at  a  difiance  from  other  men,  not  to 
defpife  and  condemn  them  that  have  not  rifen  fo  high 
as  he,  efpecially  ina  difcontented  fpirit  nothing  will 
pleafe  them.  A  falfe  heart  when  he  fees  more  than 
others  as  he  thinks,  now  thinks  highly  of  himfelf,  as 
fome  great  reformer  of  churches  and  world,  efpecial¬ 
ly  if  men  of  lhallow  heads;  and  hence  do  cenfure 
and  condemn  all  that  do  not  magnify  them,  and  re¬ 
verence  their  judgments,  and  the  dull  of  their  feet. 
And  yet  it  is  another  •finful  extreme  to  fwallow  down 
all  flies  that  be  in  the  cup,  and  to  think  too  charita¬ 
bly  of  every  one  that  does  profefs.  Children  that 

have  no  children  themfelves,  will  make  children  of 
*  * 

clouts,  and  then  love  them  :  and  hence  many  a  foul 
lies  bleeding  to  death,  becaufe  they  have  fuch  tender 
friends  as  will  not  fearch  them.  And  I  doubt  not 
but  many  in  hell  may  fay,  O  that  1  fliould  live  a- 
mong  fuch  and  fuch,  and  they  never  deal  faithfully* 
with  me. 

Objeffi •  If  a  man  walk  fairly,  fliould  I  cenfure  him? 

Anf.  No,  but  yet  maintain  a  holy  jealoufy  over 
them,  as  Paul  did  over  the  Galatians  :  This  Hands 
with  love,  as  it  was  with  Job,  chapter  i.  5.  As  it  is 
with  chirurgeons,  it  is  love  to  cut  to  the  quick-  Love 
them  becaufe  they  appear  to  be  ChrifPs,  and  are  fo  to 
thee,  and  this  fhall  have  a  reward;  but  yet  be  jealous 
in  love,  becaufe  there  may  be  that  hid  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  yet  feen.  It  Jt 
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;  i.  It  may  be  thou  raayeft  fave  a  foul,  and  they 
Will  love  thee;  or  el le  thou  lhalt  clear  juflice  by  being1 
a  witnefs  againlt  them.  ” 

2.  It  is  the  chief  work  for  Chrift  here,  there  being 
no  profane  ones  among  us,  to  overthrow  the  king! 
dom  oi  hypocriiy,  as  well  as  of  civility  and  profane- 

.  3-  You  w 1 11  fave  the  Lord  a  purging  and  cleanfmg 
time ;  for  when  Chrdl  purges  not  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft  in  his  faints  and  ordinances,  he  will  with  fire 
Here  I  might  give  rules  for  difcerning  mens  fpirits' 

Firft,  Mark  their  fpeech;  for  “  by  thy  words  thou 
lhalt  be  jultified :  and  many  times  one  word  will 
give  a  light  to  fee  all,  as  in  Simon  Magus:  as  with 
men  in  a  labyrinth,  found  out  by  one  thread. 

Secondly ,  Mark  them  that  you  fee  not  grappling 
with  fin  and  temptation;  for  if  we  fee  them  without, 
that  they  are  not  yet  tried,  therefore  obferve  them 
hese,  nere  is  their  trial,  when  time  ol  temptation 
comes. 

Thirdly ,  Get  thyfelf  to  Hand  at  a  diftance  from  fin- 
ful  men,  from  all  the  world;  “  We  know  we  are  of 
“  God,”  i  John  v.  19.  As  men  that  are  in  the  wa¬ 
ter  look  only  to-themfelves,  but  {landing  fafe  on  fhore 
they  fee  others  drowning;  I  (peak  this  becaufe  I  fear 
the  churches  are  lo  bufy  about  their*  own  things,  that 
their  watch  is  not  kept :  If  they  fee  no  grofs  fin,  then 
all  is  well.  ; 

Ufe  3.  Hence  be  not  offended,  if  you  fee  great  ce¬ 
dars  fail,  liars  fall  from  heaven,  great  profeffors  die 
and  decay:  1.  Do  not  think  they  be  all  fuch.  2.  Do 
not  think  the  elect  (hall  fall.  Truly  fonie  are  fuch, 
that  when  they  fall,  one  would  think  a  man  truly  fanc- 
tified  might  fall  away,  as  the  Arminians  think,  x  John 
ii.  19.  “They  were  not  of  us;”  I  fpeak  this  becaufe 
the  Lord  is  {baking,  and  I  look  for  greater  apoila- 
fies;  for  God  is  trying  all  his  friends  through  all 

the 
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the  Chriftian  world  :  in  Germany,  what  profeffion  was 
there  ?  who  would  have  thought  of  it  ?  The  Lord  who 
delights  to  manifell  that  openly  which  was  hid  fecretly, 
fends  a  fword,  and  they  fall ;  others  in  other  places 
receive  the  word  with  joy,  the  Lord  lends  pei  lecution, 
ar.d  fearing  men  more  than  the  filth  of  fin,  and  anger 
of  Chrifi,  they  fall :  others  hand  it  out  there,  and 
fuffer  and  venture  thither,  and  Iffachar-like,  iee  reft 
is  good,  and  crouch  under  their  burdens,  and  *o  they 
fall.  Others  have  had  fweetnefs  in  ordinances,  the 
Lord  departs,  and  fo  they  fall.  Others  have  corrupt 
hearts,  and  received  the  truth  in  the  form,  not  in  love, 
and  Hood  in  defence  of  the  truth,  not  in  love  of  the 
truth,  the  Lord  lets  error  loofe,  and  they  fall.  Well, 
never  be  offended  at  this,  I  am  not,  becaule  I  never 
knew  a  man  fall,'  but  he  loved  fome  lull,  and  was  never 
broken  from  fin,  and  although  this  is  not  fcen  wdien 

they  do  fall,  it  offends  not  me. 

Ufe  4.  O  therefore  fearch  your  own  hearts  :  when 

Ghrilt  laid  unto  his  difciples,  One  lhall  betray  me  : 
“  Lord  is  it  I  ?”  fay  they  :  fo  when  not  one,  but  many. 
Lord  is  it  I  ?  O  many  a  Chriftian  lies  fait  afleep,  ne¬ 
ver  comes  to  a  thorough  fearch,  a  firidf  watch.  Do 
but  conlider  this:  1.  That  in  churches,  nay  pureft 
churches,  many  ly  hid,  not  dilcerned.  2.  *1  hou  mayelt 
be  one.  3.  If  thou  beeft,  that  of  all  men  living  none 
lhall  fo  deeply  fink  in  hell.  4.  That  all  ordinances 
lhall  tend  to  this  end,  and  all  thy  joys,  all  thy  afflic¬ 
tions  :  and  therefore  O  fearch  before  the  Lord  fearch, 
and  fay,  Lord,  as  no  man’s  p-uinlhments  and  plagues 
can  be  like  mine,  nor  fins,  if  I  perifh,  lo,  if  pardoned, 
loved,  never  any  lhall  have  fuch  caufe  to  blefs  thee  ; 
and  therefore  take  not  up  with  weak  and  ground! efs 
hopes,  but  love  that  hand  that  fmites  and  wounds  thee; 
for  this  difeovery  is  to  awaken  thee  :  But  you  have 
fo  much  bufinefs  you  will  not,  cannot,  See.  Consider 
what  a  fearful  thing  it  is  to  be  hung  up  as  for  a  gazing- 
flock  to  faints,  fo  an  everlafting  terror  to  the  damned 
themfelves.  »  chap. 
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CHAP.  XIII.  SECT.  L 

Containing  a  Difcovery  of  Gofpel- Hypocrites. 

Obfetv.  2.  ^  H Al  the  moil  hidden  hypocrites 

r  ,  °  t"e  Pureft  churches  under  the 

gofpel,  are  evangelical  or  gofpel-hypocrites. 

tor  thele  that  were  foolifh,  were  not  fuch  as  in  ap¬ 
peal  ance  refled  in  the  law,  or  in  a  covenant  of  work^; 
but  they  had  efcaped  thofe  entanglements,  and  now 
Were  virgins,  that  plead  their  intereft  in,  and  their 
commumon  and  fellowfliip,  and  love-knot  with  Chrift- 
they  had  now  their  lamps  ready,  and  made  much  pre¬ 
paration  for  him;  and  they  did  wait  for  him,  and 
verily  looked  to  have  eternal  fellowfhip  with  him  their 
.Beloved,  infomuch  that  they  took  their  flight  fo  high 
towards  heaven  and  Chrift,  that  they  palled  for  a 
time  the  difcernwg  of  the  wife  :  for  you  mull  know, 

that  where  the  gofpel  comes,  there  are  two  forts  of 
enemies  againft  it, 

•  °Pnn,:,.a,nd  th°fe  are  y°ur  j^iciaries,  that  feek- 
mgto  eftablilh  their  own  righteoufnefs,  and  being 

pulled  up  with  it,  can  with  pretended  good  confcien- 

ces  in  doing  God  fervice,  oppofe  the  righteoufnefs 

01  CjTf  d. 

2.  Secret  and  fubtile  enemies,  yet  feeming  friends: 
and  thele  are  your  carnal  gofpellers,  that  cry  down 
all  their  own  righteoufnefs,  and  cry  up  Chrift,  and 
lee  nothing  in  them  (elves,  as  there  is  good  caufe  fo  to 
think,  and  look  for  all  from  Chrift,  and  yet  thefe,  when 
the  Lord  comes  to  fearch,  are  found  falfe  ;  and  thefe 
are  the  worms  that  grow  in  this  wood,  in  this  build¬ 
ing,  in  thefe  churches.  Thus  it  was  in  Chrift’s  time, 
the  church  of  the  Jews  had  left  their  grofs  idolatries’ 
yet  this  was  their  ftumbling-ftone;  they  fought  to 
eftablilh  their  own  righteoufnefs,  and  hence  he°came 

t<* 
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to  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not,  and  hence 
were  cut  off  for  this  their  unbelief,  but  others  (divers 
forts  of  them)  did  receive  him,  believed  in  him,  John 
ii.  23.  Many  took  hold  on  Chrift,  and  he  took  no 
hold  on  them;  wondered  at  him,  and  entertained  him, 
when  others  did  rejedt  him,  as  Capernaum  did,  yet 
tinder  his  woe.  And  thele  are  the  fpots  of  evange¬ 
lical  purity,  wens  in  the  beft  bodies  of  the  bed  con- 
ftituted  churches.  Look  but  upon  Chrift’s  own  fa¬ 
mily,  John  vi.  69,  70.  The  difcipies  profeffed,  when 
others  departed,  “  Lord,  to  whom  fhould  we  gar1 
thou  haft  the  words  of  life  yet  faith  he,  44  I  have 
44  chofen  you  indeed  to  be  for  me,  but  one  is  a  devil,” 
viz.  Judas  the  deacon,  ftood  not  on  his  own  righte- 
oufnefs,  but  was  for  Chrift,  and  followed  him,  and 
yet  in  this  evangelical  angel  without,  is  a  devil 
within,  becaufe  he  ftill  harboured  his  lefts  within. 
This  the  apoftle  Paul  forefaw,  A&s  xx.  29,  30. 
Some  wolves  without  fliould  come,  and  alfo  fome 
cankers  within  fliould  fret,  that  fliould  draw  many 
difcipies  after  them  (in  a  church  bought  by  Chrift’s 
own  blood)  44  fpeaking  perverfe  things,”  pretending 
to  draw  difcipies  after  Chrift,  but  it  is  indeed  after 
themfelves  ;  "and  Paul  laments  this,  44  Many  walk,” 
i .  e.  profefs  Chrift  and  his  crofs,  u  yet  enemies  to  it,” 
Phil.  iii.  19.  This  Chrift  foretels,  Luke  xiii.  25,  26. 
Many  feek,  many  knock,  and  at  lalt  cry,  44  Lord, 
41  Lord,  open;”  and  in  their  life-time  they  pleaded 
communion  with  Chrift,  yet,  44  Depart  ye  workers  of 
44  iniquity.”  Jude  iv.  certain  men  are  crept  in,  turn¬ 
ing  grace  into  lafcivioufnefs  ;  for  this  is  the  very  form 
of  an  evangelical  hypocrite,  in  denying  his  ou  n  righ- 
teoufnefs,  to  eftablifh  his  fin;  it  is  advancing  Chrift, 
to  advance  his  luft.  The  Epiftles  of  James  and  John 
are  antidotes  againft  this  kind  of  poifon,  and  I  look 
on  them  as  lamps  hung  up  to  difcover  thefe  men, 
not  but  that  thefe  men  are  indeed  under  a  covenant 
of  works ;  for  there  be  but  two  forts  of  men,  and 

two 
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two  ends  of  all  men,  hence  but  two  covenants  ;  hence 
thofe  that  are  not  indeed  under  grace,  are  under  the 
law,  and  under  the  curfe  ;  but  becaufe  the  molt  iub- 
tile  hypocrites  appear  or  feera  to  be  under  grace,  and 
their  external  operations  are  chiefly  evangelical,  hence 
I  call  them  evangelical  hypocrites. 

SECT.  II. 

Reafon  I.  In  regard  of  the  power  of  the  word 
and  golpei  of  life  and  Spirit  in  fuch  churches  :  for  the 
gofpel  where  it  comes,  as  it  advanceth  the  glorious 
and  everlafting  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  ft>  it  knocks 
under  foot  all  man’s,  as  a  means  fubfervient  to  thaj 
end,  and  it  coming  with  power  and  light,  it  would  be 
too  grofs  for  hypocrites  to  maintain  life  by  works  : 
hence  Chrift  is  that  which  they  look  unto  ;  for  Chrift 
when  he  preached,  not  only  many  u  believed  becaufe 
u  of  his  miracles,”  but  u  when  they  heard  his  word,” 
John  viii.  30.  Mat.  xiii.  in  the  parable  of  the  fower, 
the  word  came  with  fo  much  power,  that  they  received 
it  with  joyr  and  did  believe,  but  fell  by  their  lulls. 
And  look  as  it  is  with  the  fun,  there  comes  light  and 
heat  with  it,  fo  there  comes, 

1.  Truth  to  the  mind,  and  conquers  the  judgments 
of  hypocrites,  that  there  is  no  life,  good,  righteouf¬ 
nefs,  but  in  Chrift,  nor  falvation  but  by  Chrift. 

2.  There  comes  fome  goodnefs  of  the  gofpel  to 
the  heart,  that  men  hearing  and  feeing  falvation  wrapt 
up  there,  O  that  is  fweet  and  good !  and  hence  their 
affeftions  and  hearts  are  in  fome  meafure  conquered 
by  the  power  of  the  over-dazzling  truth  ;  and  hence 
hypocrites  being  thus  conquered,  partly  being  of  this 
opinioa,  partly  tailing  fume  good  of  it,  defire  it  out 
of  felf-love,  expert  it  out  of  felf-delufion,'  and  profefs 
themfelves  virgins  out  of  thefe  principles. 

Reajon  2.  In  regard  of  the  power  of  evangelical 
examples  in  the  five  wife  virgins:  for  look  as  it  is  with 

living 
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livin'T  men  when  the  fun  {bines  upon  their  heads* 
they  call  their  fhadows  that  follow '  them;  lo  when 
the' Lord  jefus  fhines  upon  the  fouls  of  his  own  peo¬ 
ple,  aim  oft  every  honed  lincere-hearled  man  will  call; 
his  fnadow  that  will  be  like  him ;  hence  hypocrites 
in  thole  churches  which  are  commonly  rather  led  by- 
example  than  by  rule,  will  be  very  like  them,  and.  i- 
m  it  ate  them;  il  they  fhould  no;,  what  communion 
could  they  have  with  them,  or  wnat  love  coum  they 
receive  from  them?  for  there  is  a  mighty  power  irt 
eminent  examples  to  overbear  hypocrites,  that  if  they 
will  turn  themfelves  into  any  form,  they  mud  into 
theirs,  as  in  joafh  :  for  there  are  two  things  ut  the 
carriage  of  the  faints, 

x.  There  is  a  condemning  power  in  it;  hence  men 
fear  to  live  unlike  them. 

2..,  There  is  a  winning  virtue. in  it,  an  attra&ive 
virtue;  hence  men  endeavour  to  be  and  live  like 
them,  to  be  of  the  lame  mind,  the  lame  heart  with 
them:  and  hence  others  take  them,  and  they  take 
themfelves  to  be  iincere,  and  hence  they  are  evange¬ 
lical  gofpel  hypocrlt  £S  that  lie  hid  in  thefe  churches: 
Hence  Zech.  viii.  23.'  u  Many  Inall  take  hold  of  a 
“  Jew’s  Ikirt,  (I  doubt  not  but  fome'falfe  ones,)  we 
“  have  heard  God  is  with  you.”  And  as  Chrift* 
when  lifted  up  and  rifen,  fo  faints  draw  hypocrites 
to  them.  <.  , 

Rtcifon  3.  Bccaufe  the  gofpel  brings  the  greatelt 
and  fweeteft  confolatioiis  with  it.  Hence  a  man  un¬ 
der  the  terror  of  the  law,  and  fenfe  of  curie  for  his 
fm,  will  make  his  laft  refuge  hither,  and  hide  him- 
ielf  under  the  wing  of  the  gofpel,  not  fo  much  out 
of  love  to  Cl i rill,  or  gofpel,  but  becaufe  they  lerve 
his  turn,  and  give  him  cafe.  Like  men  fcorched 
with  heat,  and  aim  oft  ready  to  die,  the  fnadow  ol  a 
tree  is  now  very  comfortable,  and  therefore  there 
they  fit;  fo  the:e  :  Or  as  men  with  fcalded  arms, 
they  put  them  into  water,  which  gives  the  to  eafe,  no 
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f,urc;  but  becaufe  it  gives  them  eafe,  there  they  keep 

T'111’  lo  ner<;  Men  have  been  fcalded  with  wrath, 
O  now  goipel  is  very  fweet,  and  fo  are  eafed  by  it, 

never  cured  by  it.  Therefore  here  you  Avail  hear  them 
ui. ci aim  ad  works,  and  cry  up  grace  only;  where  the 

.  PUretl  cliurcbes  are,  there  are  ufually  great  avvaken- 
mgs  there  God  is  very  near  men,  and  made  molt 
•  manneu  to  mens  confciences,  and  there  are  molt 
ioul-plagues,  contempt  of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and 
henL,e  molt  dreadful  torments  of  confcience,  and 
tearful  looking  for  of  j udgment.  Now  hence  it  comes 

to  pals  when  Chrilt  is  offered,  and  general  notice  given 
to  mens  minds,  that  yet  there  is  hope  and  mercy  for 
great  finners ;  this  fills  them  with  joy  and  peace,  as 
joau  3  nearers,  John  v.  35.  and  hence  they  believe  as 
the  nony  ground,  that  had  fome  plowing,  and  hence 
received  the  word  with  joy  and  believed,  Pfalm  lxvi. 

3*  Ic  1S  a  prophefy  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrilt,  Anti- 
cund  tormented'  the  confciences  of  men,  Rev.  ix. 
Men  have  no  peace  within  nor  without.  Luther  is 
railed  up,  and  preacheth  the  doarine  of  free  -grace 
which  a  world  of  men  looking  to  their  eafe,  others  in 
truth  receive  it;  for  fome  time  before  his  death  he 
cries  to  God  that  he  may  not  live  to  fee  the  ruins  that 
vveie  coming  on  Germany  lor  their  contempt,  The 
law  is  the  minillry  oi  death,  the  goipel  propounds  I 

gieaf.  pnviledges;  with  much  more  fweetnefs  to  finners, 
and  hence  hither  men  fly. 

i\.cajon  4.  became  the  goipel  yields  thefaireft  colours 
for  a  man  s  floath,  and  llronge ft;  props  for  that.  Hence 
you  fliafl  fee  them  walking  in  this  garden.  For  the 
laft  fin  God  conquers  in  a  man,  is  his  floath.  When 
the  fwine  have  no  1  will  to  eat,  yet  thou  fhall  find  them 
in  the  mire  of  floath;  this  “  flays  the  foolilh.”  Hence 
the  bell  hypocrite  will  plead  the  goipel,  it  is  trouble- 
fome  to  the  flelh,  to  bear  a  daily  fenfe  of  the  fins  and 
wants  ot  the  iouj.  ilence  you  lliall  iee  Capernaum  re¬ 
ceive  Chrilt;  and  wonder  at  his  doarine;  and  yet 

Chrilt 
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Chrift  upbraids  them,  “  they  repented  not,9’  Matth.  xu  i 
20.  •  It  is  troublefome,  nay  impoftible  ior  a  man  to 
break  his  chains  and  get  his  foul  loofed  from  his  lufts* 
and  free  for  the  Lord.  The  gofpei  fliews  all  fulnefs 
in  Chrift,  and  that  he  mult  do  all,  a  floathful  falle 
heart  therefore  clofeth  with  Chrift  as  the  end,  but  ne¬ 
glects  him  in  the  means.  Why?  Chrift  mu  ft  do  all, 
fay  they;  and  hence  if  Chrilt  do  drop  upon  their  hearts* 
well  and  good;  if  not,  it  is  Chriit’s  fault*  he  is  a  naid 
matter,  that  gathers  where  he  did  not  fow,  and  hence 
wrapt  it  up*  A  man’s  falfe  heart  is  weary  of  the  yoke 
of  Chrilt,  and  hence  would  fain  be  eafed  of  it.  Now 
the  gofpei  promifeth  liberty  from  the  bondage  and  curie 
of  the  law,  and  a  floathful  heart  can  find  out  reafons  to 
free  himfelf  from  the  rule  of  it,  as  part  of  Chriftian  li¬ 
berty,  “  this  is  our  liberty  in  Chrilt  Jems,”  i  Pet.  ii® 

19.  And  they  rejoice  exceedingly  that  the  law  is  dead, 
as  they  did,  Rev.  xi.  10.  for  the  death  of  witnefies, 
becaufe  they  tormented  them:  I  fay  again,  they  rejoice 
not  becaufe  the  Lord  makes  them  like  himlelf,  and  be¬ 
caufe  of  his  image  reltored  by  the  goipel,  and  oecaule 
they  feel  the  power  of  it,  but  becaufe  they  are  free  from 
the  power  of  it.  It  is  an  old  deceit,  yet  fubtile,  to  re¬ 
joice,  and  love,  and  bids  Chrift,  becaufe  he  will  pardon 
fin,  though  I  lie  and  live  in  them.  Or  if  they  do  not 
free  therafelves  from  it,  the  gofpei  fliews  the  law 
within  cloiing  with  the  law  without,  to  be  an  evi¬ 
dence  the  Lord  will  not  impute  it,  and  that  it  is  not 
they  but  fin  in  them.  Hence  a  floathful  heart  will 
continue  in  his  (loath,  and  to'eafe  himfelf  of  trouble 
for  fin  and  obedience  too,  fay,  it  is  not  he,  but  fin  * 
And  hence  Arminius  makes  a  ftrange  intense  (lion  of 
Rom.  vli.  becaufe  he  faw  German  profefiors  plead 
that  for  themfelves,  the  Ifraelites  entered  not  into 
Canaan,  unbelief  caufed  it:  And  why  did  that  (hut 
them  out?  Q  there  were  walled  towns  and  difficulties, 
and  this  was  the  laft  IJlock,  and  hence  they  fell  off; 
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n°  !t  Is  in  hypocrites  now.  The  fa  fell  place  to  He  a- 
fleep  is  m  Chrill’s  lap. 

Reafon  5.  From  the  mighty  cunning  of  Satan, 
the  llrength  of  whofe  kingdom  is  made  and  continued 

'  ^r^r^S>  ""u've  x'-  41-  Hence  “  he  will  turn  him- 
int°  an  angel  of  light,”  and  fuffer  men  to  go  to 
,  and  ?dPe!>  to  avoid  the  fearch,  that- they  may 
oe  ('  ’rh,’s  ln  appearance,  and  his  in  deed,  2  Cor.  iv. 
4-  He  has  a  mighty  power  over  men  to  blind  them : 
Tor  there  be  three  things  which  trouble  men  ufually, 
anc.  make  them  queftion  their  eftates,  and  the  gofpel 
quiets  and  abfolves  them  from  all. 

1  r*  ^on^c\ence»  that  cries  dolefully  fometimes, 
tire.e  fins  fhail  have  thefe  woes.  Yes,  unlefs  I  be- 

Heve;  but  I  believe,  and  trull  to  Chrilt,  and  flee  to 
^od’s  mercy. 

2.  .Miniilry,  that  cries  and  fearcheth  into  the  deep- 
efl  windings  of  men’s  hearts,  that  men  cannot  but  fee 
tnat  Chrid  has  eyes  of  flaming  fire  to  fee  through  them. 
Now  hence  men  avoid  the  ftroke  and  power  of  all  mi¬ 
ni  dry,  thus  it  is  with  me,  thus  it  will  be  with  me,  but 
I  believe  and  trull  to  Ghrili.  And  hence  men  bear 
back  like  brazen  walls  all  blows. 

3.  God’s  judgment-feat.  What  tho’  men  fee  you 
tiol,  yet  God  leeth.  Why,  they  have  finned  thev* 
confefs,  but  Chrilt  has  buffered;  they  have  finned, 
but  they  trull,  See.  Micah  iii.  n.  u  Is  not  the  Lord 
<c  among  us?”  Look  as  it  was  with  Joab,  “  he  runs 
u  to  the  horns  of  the  altar,”  yet  there  he  perifheth, 
there  he  would  die,  there  was  the  laft  refuge  from 
fearch  and  death,  fo  here. 


SECT.  III. 


Ufe  i.  JT1ENCE  do  not  think  your  eflates  good, 
becaufe  you  look  only  for  juflification  by  Chrilt,  and 
look  only  to  God’s  Lee  grace,  and  count  of  grace  in 
uhrilh  It  is  a  common  error  for  men  to  think,  fee 
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in<r  they  be  of  this  opinion,  only  to  look  for  grace  m 
Ghrilt  to  think  that  therefore  their  efiates  are  lalie, 
and  they  are  jullificd  by  Chrifi.  Why  there  may  be 
fuch  a  power  of  word  and  Spirit  to  conquer  their  judg¬ 
ments,  as  thole  Papilts  that  have  been  pu  ading  ag«mit 
it,  have  been  overcome  by  it.  Thou  may  1.1  receive 
the  notions  of  it  in  thy  head,  but  the  power  of  it  never 


into  thy  heart.  ...... 

ObjeSl.  x.  But  my  heart  has  been  anected  with  tins, 

to  fee  when  my  fins  delerve  death,  yet  there  is  mercy 
for  the  vileft  in  Chrifi. 

An/.,  Thou  may  it  tafte  and  joy,  and  yet  fall  oh  at 

laft.  J  T  i  t 

ObjeSl.  2.  But  I  have  fellowfhip  with  the  Lord  je- 


Anf.  Thou  mayft  eat  and  drink  in  his  prefence,  and 
yet  be  bid,  “  Depart,  I  know  you  not,  a  worker  of 

“  iniquity.”  ,y  ■' 

ObjeSl.  3.  But  I  have  “  efcaped  the  pollution  of  the 

“  world,”  2  Pet.  x.  20.  And  that  through  this  know¬ 
ledge  of  Ghrilt,  his  love  has  much  moved  me  to  part 


with  my  fins. 

Anf.  It  may  be  fo,  and  it  may  wafh  thee  from  all 
external  pollutions,  and  yet  thy  fwinifli  nature  re¬ 
main  Hill  hidden  from  thee,  but  feen  of  an  all-feeing 
God. 

ObjeSl.  4.  But  I  look  for  Chrifi,  and  wait  for  him, 
pud  defire  him,  and  all  that  are  wife  think  well  of 
me. 

Anf.  You  may  do  all  this,  and  yet  you  may  be 
found  foolilli  lor  ali  this.  Lvangelical  woix- 


which  is  accompanied  with  falvation  in  Some,  it  may 
be  hypocritical  in  thee:  And  therefore  take  heed  you 
do  not  take  fliews  for  fubftance.  For  look  as  in  the 
golpel,  God’s  utmoft  perlection  of  wifdom  and  love 
appears,  lb  the  molt  hidden  and  admirable  delufions 
of  Satan  are  evangelical.  There  his  power  is  em¬ 
ployed  to  undermine,  and  fo  to  keep  his  head.  O 

R  2  that 
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on  the  parable  of  the 

ribrf  zz  T ,,re 

£“  |*  “*  th«  lm  b«n  troublSTi* 

t  a  long  tm*  a,  lali  loots  >„  Ghrilt,  and  there  refls, 
hear®  al1  fermons,  and  there  {till  {Jeeps  and 
S**?*”*"  •'■e«il,  hat  neter 

Smn  iJnl/'f  ‘  ?,beAV  ’  theu  he  comes  to  die,  and 
andfi,nkr;f0r  V  7  5  at  !allthe  wickorf„uffdieS, 
denlv  I'  ’  an,d  ,?arkn£tfs  aPProaches,  and  then  fud- 

afar  off  iPYni°  !6‘  ’  Wh£re  he  feeS  Chrift  and  ^ints 
alar  cff:_  And  what  has  deceived  them?  O  their  faith 

dut  oT  th-rm  o°,fee  TChrUl  fhakinS  them  off  as 
da  t.  O  they  w.fh,  O  that  I  had  known  or  feared  this 

before!  and  will  you  not  fear  now?  As  for  you  pro- 
one  ones,  that  can  feoff,  and  drink,  and  break  fab- 

A,  a?d  ld  7’  y°ur  judgment  is  writ  upon  your 
oie-  leads  but  O  take  heed  you  that  have  efcaped 
tueie  pollutions,  left  you  deceive  yourfelves  here.  To 
ihew  you  that  deceit  particularly,  it  is  not  my  time 
yet, ; but  go  alone  and  think  fadly  of  it,  I  may  look 
lor  J unification  by  Chrift,  and  wait  for 'Chrift,  and 
yet  perifti.  O  let  me  be  lure  I  get  luch  a  faith  as  will 
not  deceive  me  here ;  Should  not  a  man,  you  will  fay, 

trul  tain  ft.  \es,  when  you  can  in  truth;  but  thy 
trult  may  be  but  prefumption. 

i  f'A2y^alce  noc  up  therefore  every  opinion  and 
doctrine  from  men,  or  angel,  that  bears  a  fair  {hew 

of  advancing  Chrdt;  for  they  may  be  but  the  fruits 
°  evangehcal  hypocrify  and  deceit,  that  being  deceiv¬ 
ed  themlelves,  may  deceive  others  too  ;  Matth.  vii  i  e- 
Beware  of  them  that  come  in  Iheep’s  clotbinr,”  in 
the  innocency,  purity,  and  meeknefs  of  Chrift  and 
ius  people,  “  but  inwardly  are  wolves,  proud,  cruel, 
icmonous,  Ipeaking  evil  of  what  they  know  not,  by 
‘  their  iru>ts  you  lhall  know  them.”  Do  not  think 
beloved,  that  Satan  will  not  feek  to  fend  delufions 
aniong  us;  and  do  you  think  tlrefe  delufions 
will  come  out  of  the  popilh  pack,  whole  inventions 

fine  11 
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fmell  above  ground  here?  No,  lie  muft  come,  and 
will  come  with  more  evangelical  fine- (pun  devices.^ 
It  is  a  rule  obferved  among  Jeiuites  at  this  day,  u 
they  would  conquer  religion  by  lubtilty,  never  oppole 
religion  with  a  crofs  religion,  but  let  it  againlt  ltie.i ; 
fo  oppofe  the  gofpel  by  the  gofpel :  and  look,  as  chur¬ 
ches  pleading  for  works,  had  new  invented,  deviled 
works;  fo  when  faith  is  preached,  men  will  have  then- 
new  inventions  of  faith  ;  i  fpeak  not  this  againlt  the 
dodrine  of  faith  where  it  is  preached,  but  am  glad 
of  it ;  nor  that  I  would  have  men  content  themielves  / 
with  every  form  of  faith  ;  for  1  believe  that  molt  men’s 
faith  needs  confirming  or  trying,  but  I  (peak  to  prevent 
danger  on  that  hand.  For  it  was  that  which  Chiilt 
did  foretel,  Matth.  xxiv.  24.  “  Many  falfe  Chrift’s 
“  fhould  arife,”  i.  e.  inch  as  fliould  mifapply  Chrili, 
that  had  a  fpirit  for  Chrili,  which  was  a  lpirit  againlt 
Chrili,  and  would  “  deceive,  if  it  were  poffible,  the 
“  very  elect for  coming  with  Chrill’s  Spirit,  they 
dare  not  oppofe  them,  let!  tliey  oppole  the^Spirit  of 
Chrili;  the  only  remedy  is  to  hold  to  Chrill’s  word, 
and  not  depart  one  hair’s  breadth  from  it,  Rev.  iii.  xo. 
and  to  a  word  well  underllood,  ano  then  difpute  no 
more.  Satan  comes  to  Eve,  and  bids  her  eat;  no, 
God  forbid,  yet  eat  to  be  like  gods  ;  he  dazzled  her 
with. that  which  was  not:  Now  fhe  fell.  Take  the 
truth  from  what  the  word*  laitli,  and  depaiu  not 

from  it. 

Ufe  3.  Here  fee  the  dreadful  ellate  of  all  them  that 
be  found  falfe-hearted  in  the  purell  churchco,  and  tiiat 

in  thel'e  three  refpe&s.  _ 

Firft,  That  they  fliould  fo  horribly  forfake  and 

blafpheme  the  name  of  God,  to  make -the  glorious 
gofpel  of  God,  and  ail  the  fweet  do&rines  of  grace  a 
cover  for  their  hypocrily  and  fin,  as  indeed  it  is  ;  for 
were,  it  not  for  this,  they  might  be  found  out  in  their 

.  R  4  ■  fms> 


or1S,;,c,l'.’0W  they  “*  bey°m'  dif“«T  of  oil  men 

c/Sp;  r°  *— *  *>**• 

worid,1  Wl'w, "being1 mtfUrttf  to'c'  th® 
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2.  That  he  fhould  lead  them  fo  far,  and  yet  in  the 

Hne  ledSdle'd1 1  wrath,  lor  a  man 

end  nH  d3y-IlSIht  of  the  gofpel,  almoft  to  the 

to  wiLer.  J°Urne7,  "  3t  l8ft  the  fun  fets’  and  he  left 

Thirdly,  In  regard  of  the  cries  of  the  very  gofpel  it- 
a  gain  it  them.  O  that  the  precious  goipel°offGod 

wTn  pS  U1,t  i°  Th  Pea;e’  l0Ve’  graCe’  mercy>  fiiould 
BeloveT  ^  h"P°Cntes’  but  never  to  be  friends, 
ten  nle  fn  h  £  13  Ve"geance  of  the  law,  and  of  the 

fo'  £n  ’re  13  v,eTance  the  golpei>  when  the 

ioai  lha11  be  orawn  before  the  tribunal  of  Chrift,  and 
1,13:1  hand  there  quaking,  ali  fins  fet  in  order  before 
you,  and  your  mouth  (hall  be  flopped.  What  fav  vn„ 
tnen  for  your  life?  O  grace  and  mercy  Lord.  Q  now 
na.l  the  gofpel  come  forth  and  fay,  ail  this  I  did  I 
pa.oe,  I  Prove  I  comforted,  I  terrified,  and  yet  ’he 
hat.i  oppofed  the  Lord,  and  me  ;  he  hath  made  a  co¬ 
ver  for  all  theie  evils,  and  therefore  Lord  let  him  never 
be  comforted  more,  John  ill.  i9.  Q  Chrift  hath  hea¬ 
vy  things  again  it  thefe  times,  tiiat  take  light  of  the 
gofpel  to  lee  to  commit  their  fin  by!  And  therefore 
lament  your  prelent  eftates,  you  that  know  yourfelves 
naught,  never  yet  drawn  to  Chrill,  never  yet  hum 
bled  at  tlie  feet  of  Chrift;  and  look  up  to  the  Lord 
whatever  milery  he  inflifts,  not  to  fuifer  thee  to  be 

deceived 


TEN  VIRGINS. 


deceived  here;  not  only  to  have  fuch  a  faith  as  may 
catch  hold  on  OhnR,  hut  he  on  thee,  and  come  unto 
the' light  to  manifelt  the  hidden  enmity  there.  Never 
was  yet  man  deceived,  but  he  that  was  willing  to  be 
deceived,  that  would  not  ufe  the  means,  and  fearcli. 


SEC  T.  IV. 


Ufe  4-  All  you,  therefore,  that  live  under  the 
light  ol  the  golpel,  confider  it  it  doth  not  nearly  con¬ 
cern  you  to  fearch  and  try  yourfelves,  whether  you* 
or  fome  of  you  may  not  be  evangelical  hypocrites  ; 
the  time  is  coming  that  you  fhall  fraud  before  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  God,  wherein  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs 
fhall  be  brought  forth  to  light,  and  it  will  be  too  late 
to  know  yourfelves  then  :  O  therefore  fearch  now* 
No  man’s  mifery  will  be  fo  great  as  this,  if  your  heart 
be  found  falfe.  I  fhall  fpeak  in  a  manner  but  gene¬ 
rally  now. 

Sign  i.  Thofe  that  do  believe,  and  yet  fail  in  re- 
fpe£t  of  the  efficient  caufe  of  faith,  it  never  had  the 
right  maker,  never  came  out  of  the  right  fhop,  nor 
mint,  it  was  never  a  faith  of  God’s  making,  but  a 
faith  of  your  own  making  ;  fo  that  it  is  a  bale  bal- 
tard  faith,  that  though  it  be  born  in  the  houfe,  it 
fhall  never  po  fiefs  the  inheritance,  becaufe  it  was 
never  -begotten  of  the  right  father,  the  Lord  never 
wrought  it,  but  themfelves  ;  for  many  a  man  is  con- 
vinced  by-' the- law,  and  fpirit  of  bondage,  that  he  mull 
die, -and  that  he  is  a  molt  grievous  iinner,  and  that 
when  he  ha's  done  all,  he  is- unprofitable,  but  yet  he 
trulls*  to  Chrilt,  and  God’s  mercy,  and  fo  believes,  he 
finds  no  great  difficulty  in  this,  nor  no  great  need  of 
the  almighty  power  of  the  Lord  to  work  this,  and  all 
men  living  fhall  never  make  him  think  but  that  he 
does  heartily  and  truly  believe  :  but  afk  him,  Have 
you  no  doubt  of  your.ehate,  and  of  Chritl’s  not  tak¬ 
ing  hold  of  you  when  you  take  hold  of  him  ?  Yes, 

but 
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but  feeing  he  has  been  troubled  about  his  eflate  and 
repented  „t  ,s  fin  (i„  his  fa|hion)  and  refbrm*£h£| 

ielf  and  family,  and  loves  the  belt  things,  he  believes 
vmhout  quelhon,  and  fo  mifapplies  promifes  to  him- 

I , ;  'J Tt  "‘"I?  “  ,”“‘1  of  'he  rerelati»"  »nd  dona, 
lion  of  Jelus  to  him  by  the  Father,  and  thus  the  Lord 

finds  tins  man  a  Chnit,  and  this  man  finds  the  Lord 

a  fait  and  the  Lord  Jefus  redeems  this  man  by  price 

and  th.s  man  redeems  himfelf  by  power,  and  fo  the 

Chr  -M  ’l  !  haVe/°me  gIory  for  providing  a  Saviour, 
n  i  fi,a11  1:a-  °ole  gI°ry  for  Paying  a  price,  and 

flmllW-'  \0t  ,Ghn  C’  W,hrh  °nl7  Can  draw  t0  Chrilt, 
lhal  lofe  his  glory;  and  fo  this  man  may  take  it  to 

h.mleL.  And  is  this  good  think  yon?  Col.  ii.  I2. 

^  Rin;n  with  Ch rift,  through  faith  of  the  operation 

r  °  ~  ‘  , 1  £  eu  3-  The  fame  power  that  raifed 

^miit  from  the  dead,  mult  raife  you  to  a  lively  hope. 

Ji.dt.  xxii.  i,  2,  3.  One  man  came  from  his  hedges 
and  high- ways  to  the  feaft  of  the  promife  and  ordi¬ 
nances  o  the  gofpel,  till  the  Lord  faw  him  without 
Chrut;  but,  John  vi.  64,  65.  unlefs  the  Father  re- 

y,ea.s,,  ln^s  ;ace’  tiie  Father  perfuades  thee  of 
kmnlt  s  rove,  you  can  never  come  to  Chrilt :  men 
know  not  thy  hypocrify,  thou  dolt  not,  but  Jefus  doth- 
and  what  good  will  thy  faith  do  thee  then  ?  It  was 
a  fweet  fpeech  of  Chrilt,  “  Thy  faith 'has  faved 
tnee.  O  heavy,  when  it  lhall  be  faid,  Thy  faith 
hasdamned  thee  !  that  which  I  thought  to  be  the  way 
ol  hie,  is  the  way  of  death ;  truly  fo  it  will,  if  you 

do  not  fetch  it  out  of  heaven. 

Sign  2.  Thofe  that  do  believe,  but  they  fail  in  the 
objedt,  /.  e.  they  clpfe  with  Chrilt,  but  they  know 
not  who  he  is  :  that  as  the  woman  of  Samaria,  that 
had  fome  lookings  to -the  Meffiah,  Hie  did  worlhip 
whom  file  knew  not:  fo  men  believe  in  one  whom 
they  know  not,  only  have  heard  the  fame  of.  For 

there  are  two  things  in  the  gofpel :  1.  The  outward 
words  and  letters.  2.  Ihe  things  contained  in  thofe 

words : 
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words  :  Hence  there  is  a  double  knowledge  of  Chrift, 

1.  A  fantacy  knowledge,  as  a  man  that  hears  of  any¬ 
thing  able  tit,  prefently  fancies  the  thing  in  his  head. 

2.  There  is  an  intuitive  knowledge,  whereby  the 
fouI  doth  not  only  fee  words  and  fancies,  but  beholds 
the  things  themfelves  :  Hence  it  comes  to  pals,  that 
many  a  man  hearing  the  lame,  and  receiving  the 
fancy  of  Chrill,  believes  in  him,  but  not  feeing  him 
as  he  is,  therein  he  believes  in  one  whom  he  knows 
not:  and  hence  the  Lord  Jefus  may  be  a  hid  thing 
to  many  a  man,  and  the  goipel  a  fealed  book,^  though 
he  lives  and  remains  in  the  very  light  of  the  fun,  and 
that  all  his  days:  Hence  Chrill  laments  Jciuialeni, 

O  that  thou  had  11  known5  but  now  hid,  hid  and 
vet  Chrift  preached.  Yes,  Dent  xxix.  4.  a  You 
iC  have  heard  and  feen,  and  yet  the  Lord  has  not  gi.v- 

en  a  heart  to  lee  to  tins  day  > 5 5  fo  it  is  with  many 
a  foul,  you  have  heard  with  your  ears  the  great  things 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  yet  the  Lord  has  not  given 
you  eyes  to  lee  5  vou  have  feen  deliverance^  on  fea, 
yet  the  Lord  has  not  given  you  hearts  to  underhand : 
and  if  fo,  all  your  faith  is  naught,  and  profeffion  and 
affebhon  vile,  and  chutes  nnferable,  2  Cor*  in.  iB# 

All  we  with  open  face,55  &c. 

Object .  But  many  fee  it  not  fo. 

Anf.  I  confefs  fome  may  fee  more  darkly,  and  be 
mourning  under  it,  yet  he  that  doth  not  in  part,  he 
to  whom  it  is  hid,  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4*  L  °ne  °f  them  that 
be  loh,  whofe  4t  eyes  Satan  has  blinded,55  John  vi.  45. 
“He  that  has  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father 
Many  hear,  but  never  learn  of  the  Father  ;  hence 
never  come  truly  unto  Chrill;  it  is  in  this  cafe  as  it  is 
with  a  traitor,  he  comes  to  the  king  for  his  life,  and 
prays  for  his  fon5s  lake  ;  the  king  fends  for  him,  and 
faith',  Flere  is  one  that  begs  for  your  fake,  do  you 
know  him  ?  For  my  fake !  I  wonder  on  what  ac¬ 
quaintance,  he  is  a  llranger  to  me,  and  therefore  I 
regard  him  not :  So  here. 
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s‘Sn  3-  Thofe  that  have  fome  kind  of  fight  of 
the  object,  and  fee  Chrilt,  but  there  is  a  wound  in 
the  (ubjett,  becaufe  their  faith  arifes  and  fprings  out 
of  an  ill  foil,  it  is  in  fueh  a  party  that  never  was  yet 
thoroughly  rent  from  his  fin,  and  here  is  the  great 
wound  of  the  moll  cunning  hypocrites  living:  for 
there  are  two  things  in  him,  ° 

i;  A  carnal  heart,  which  cannot  be  fatisfied  with 

a  fpiritual  good  with  Chrilt ;  hence  he  mull  have  his 
lull. 

-.  A  convinced  commence,  which  cannot  be  quiet- 
ed  without  Chrid  and  mercy  ;  hence  men  clofe  with 
Chi  Hi,  and  their  luiis  too.  Look  as  it  was  with  the 
ilony  ground,  and  thorny  loll,  they  believed,  but  had 
h  ICne  at  bottom,  but  roots  of  bitternefs,”  &c. 
Thele  men  can  Sometimes  plead  acquaintance  with 
Cnriil,  Luke  xiii.  26,  27.  yet  “  workers  of  iniqui- 
9 '  2  ^  e^ei  ii.  19,  20.  Some  had  efcaped  the 

pollution  of  the  world,  (that  you  may  do)  but  a  fwin- 
ilh  nature  lads,  that  they  never  felt,  or  grew  not  in 
the  feeling  of  it,  and  loofening  from  it  :  as  with  apri- 
cock-ti  ees  rooted  in  the  earth,  but  leaning'  on  the 
wall,  fo  they  on  Chrid.  O  confider  of  this,  let  a  man 
be  cad  down  as  low  as  hell  by  forrow,  and  lie  under* 
you  1  chains,  quaking  in  apprehenfion  of  terror  to 
come,  let  a  man  then  be  railed  up  to  heaven  in  joy, 
not  able  to  live  :  let  a  man  reform  and  fhine  like  an 
earthly  angel,  yet  if  not  rent  from  lud,  that  either  you 
did  never  lee  it,  or  if  fo,  you  have  not  followed  the 
Lord  to  remove  it,  but  proud,  dogged,  worldly,  Hug- 
gilh  dill,  falfe  in  your  dealings,  cunning  in  your  trad- 
ings,  devils  in  your  families,  images  in  your  church¬ 
es  :  you  are  objefts  of  pity  now,  and  dial!  be  of  terror 
at  the  great  dtty ;  for  where  fin  remains  in  power,  it 
will  bring  faith,  and  Chrid,  and  joy  into  bondage  and 
iervicc  of  liieii. 

Sign  4.  Thofe  that  believe,  yet  fail  of  faving 
faith  in  regard  of  the  very  att  of  believing  and  doling 

with 
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ivith  Chrift,  viz.  they  cloi'e  with  Chrift,  but  it  is 
without  a  high  elleem  of  him,  or  love  to  him,  they 
lave  fome,  but  right  grace  coniifts  in  a  kind  of  ium- 
mitv,  or  excellency,  elfe  it  is  not  right,  i  Pet.  ii.  5. 

“  To  you  that  believe  he  is  precious  and  hence 

it  comes  to  pafs,  .„ 

1.  That  fome  never  come  to  find  or  enjoy  Lmriit, 

becaufe  they  will  not  come  off  to  the  price  of  him, 

to  fell  themfelves  out  ot  all  for  him. 

2.  Some  fell  him  away  again  in  time  of  temptation, 
like  Efau,  that  fold  his  birth-right,  and  never  make  any 
thing  of  it;  becaufe  the  bond  is  not  ltrong  enough, 

down  they  fall  from  him. 

3.  Hence  comes  all  a  man’s  uneven  carriage. 

4.  Hence  comes  fometimes  the  unpardonable  fin, 

Heb.  x.  29.  Many  a  man  lays  claim  to  Chrilt  and 
his  blood,  and-  righteoufnefs,  that  never  knew  the 
worth  of  it;  and  this  is  Chrift’s  complaint  methinks 
in  heaven,  (and  of  faints  on  earth)  “  He  comes  unto 
“  his  own,  and  his  own  elleem  him  not,”  his  own 
love  him  not,  his  own  receive  him  not ;  hint  that  is 
the  glory  of  heaven,  the  beauty  of  the  bather,  toe 
delight  of  faints,  the  wonderment  of  angels,  he,  I  fay, 
is  not  efleemed  by  many  a  man,  that  in  his  judgment 
efleems  hint,  and  in  his  heart  does  delpile  him.  Ihere 
are  two  parts  of  this  elleem.  1.  To  elleent  hint  only, 
John  v.  44.  2.  Hint  ever  and  always,  Plaint  lxxiii. 

26.  “  Thou  art  my  portion  for  ever.”  Many  fay, 

they  elleem  Chrift,  but  to  be  ever  loving  him, 
ever  looking  on  him,  this  is  not  their  Irante.  O  think 
of  this,  fail  here  of  your  valuing  of  him,  and  you  fail 
every- where. 

Sign  5.  Thofe  that  believe,  but  they  fail  in 
their  end ;  and  thefe  may  for  a  while  in  a  hot  fit  prize 
water,  prize  Chrift  and  mercy  above  all  things  in  the 
world,  but  their  end  is  naught;  fo  that  nten  here 
may  afk  and  never  have,  becaufe  of  their  lulls  :  As  a 
man  that  lies  on  his  death-bed,  or  in  a  fea-ltorm  in  fear 

of 
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,Q  he  may  now  prize  and  take  hold  on  Chrift  to 

,ave  him.  A  man  lies  upon  the  bed  of  horror  of  heart 
he  may  prize  Chrift  to  comfort  him,  and  getting  a 
conceit  of  it,  be  wrapt  up  alfnolt  in  an  extacy  of  jov 
that  a  man  would  think  he  was  fealed  with  the  Soirit 
ot  Chrift,  and  yet  Ids  end  being  naught,  Chrift  only 
to  comfort  bim,_miffeth  of  Chrift  in  chnclufton  ;  for 
wnen  a  man  believes  indeed,  he  receives  Chrift  for 
the  end  the  father  fent  him,  viz.  to  be  king  and  fove- 
reign  of  the  whole  man  as  well  as  Saviour,  Pfahn 
xxiv.  7.  “  Open  your  gates,  that  the  King  of  glory, » 
ike.  Rom.  via.  38.  “  I  am  perfuaded,  nothino-  fhall 
“  ieparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord-” 
our  Lord'  as  well  as  Jefus.  Indeed  John  vi.  1 5.  fome 
cud  receive  Chrift  to  be  King,  but  it  was  that  he  might 
be  their  cook,  he  provided  loaves  for  them  ;  fo  here. 

I  mini  lxvi.  2,  3.  “  Becaufe  of  thy  power  thine  ene- 
“  mies  111  all  flatteringly  fubmit it  is  but  flattery 
not  faith  ;  look  to  it  therefore.  * 

Sign  6.  Thofe  that  believe,  but  fail,  in  regard 
of  the  ufe  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
thefe  we  read  ot,  Jude  4.  viz.  of  fome  men  that  did 
turn  “  grace  into  wantonnefs  for  therein  appears 
tiie  exceeding  evil  of:  a  man’s  heart,  that  not  only 
the  law,  but  alfo  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
works  in  him  all  manner  of  unrighteoufnefs  ;  and  it 
is  too  common  for  men,  at  the  fir  ft  work  of  converfion, 
O  then  to  cry  for  grace,  and  Chrift,  and  afterward 
grow  licentious,  live  and  lie  in  the  breach  of  the  law, 
and  take  their  warrant  for  their  courfe  from  the  gob’ 
pd;  I  fhall  not  name  all  the  ways  that  men  do°fo, 
but  I  will  only  fpeak  that  which  confcience  and  com¬ 
panion  moves  me  to;  not  to  begin,  but  if  poflible  to 
ftill  divifton,  and  what  I  fhall  fpeak  fhall  be  by  way 
of  prevention. 

1.  Take  heed  of  making  graces  in  a  Chriftian  the 
weakneffes  of  a  Chriftian;  for  this  is  to  make  darknefs 
light,  and  grace  wantonnefs  indeed  :  Is  it  not  ?  Take 
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heed  then  of  thinking  or  faying  counterfeit  or  falfe 
fanftification  confilts  in  feeling  fomething  in  a  man’s 
feif,  as  love  to,  delight  in  the  Lord  and  his  ways  : 
True  fanfitification  in  feeing  nothing,  no  love,  no  de¬ 
light  :  Why  the  apoftle  Paul  knew  “  that  in  him* 
“  i.  e.  in  his  flefh,  dwelt  no  good  thing;”  but  he  calls 
it  flefli  there,  and  groans  under  it,  yet  he  felt  a  law 
within,  doling  with  the  law  without,  and  bleffed  the 
Lord  for  it,  and  that  was  himfelf.  Do  you  think  the 
Holy  Gholt  comes  on  a  man  as  on  Balaam,  by  im¬ 
mediate  acting,  and  then  leaves  him,  and  then  he  has 
nothing:  Yes  beloved,  know  you  not  Ghrift  is  in  you 
(2  Cor.  xiii.  5.)  as  well  as  out  of  you  ;  in  you,  com¬ 
forting,  dwelling,  fandtifying,  preparing  the  heart  for 
himfelf.  Indeed  to  be  puft  up  with  grace,  or  reft  in  it* 
is  a  fin,  yet  that  grace  is  not  that  fin. 

2.  Take  heed  of  making  weakneffes  graces  or 
duties  :  as, 

Flrft ,  To  make  poverty  of  fpirit,  the  fight  of  no¬ 
thing  in  a  man’s  felf ;  why,  he  that  is  poor  has  hea¬ 
ven  for  his,  and  fo  Chrilt  and  promifes,  and  has  faith 
his,  at  lead  fome  feeds.  Now  to\  fee  nothing  now* 
is  to  fee  an  untruth,  and  to  tell  a  flat  lie  to  God,  and 
men,  and  fcripture  too.  Indeed  a  man  that  is  poor 
doth  ufually  fee  nothing,  but  that  is  his  weaknefs,  not 
any  grace. 

Secondly ,  To  fay  there  is  no  difference  between 
graces  of  hypocrites  and  faints.  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  I 
cannot  fee  any.  Is  this  your  weaknefs  or  your  wifdom* 
you  can  fee  none  ?  And  will  you  make  your  weaknefs 
your  religion  ? 

Thirdly ,  That  a  man  muft  not  evidence  his  juftifi- 
cation  by  his  fandtification,  I  fpeak  of  that  which  ac¬ 
companies, fa!  vation.  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  then  there 
will  be  comfort  to-day,  and  forrow- to-morrow ;  grant  it, 
but  then  confider,  1.  That  is  either  a  man’s  weak¬ 
nefs  and  ignorance  that  he  doth  not  fee  it,  or,  2.  His 
wickednefs  and  carelefnefs  that  has  flamed  that  work: 
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And  will  you  make  this  a  duty,  a  grace  ?  O  but  many 

have  been  deceived  here;  grant  it,  and  will  you  make 

yom  wretched  butene  is  of  heart  the  foundation  of  this 
conceit ! 

Fourthly,  i  hat  a  man  muft  fee  no  Paving  work, 
nor  take  comfort  from  any  promife  until  he  is  fealed  : 
No  :  why  fo  ?  Becaufe  many  tall  Chriftians  have  de¬ 
ceived  themfelves  fo,  and  deluded  themfelves  there, 
and  been  kept  off  from  Chrifl  ;  and  truly  I  believe  it 
in  part.  But  what  of  that  ?  Shall  mens  weaknefs 
be  my  religion  or  work  ?  No,  beloved,  for  a  man 
believes  faefoie  lie  is  Pealed,  Eph.  i.  k.  And  hence 
Chrifl  is  his  ;  and  now  for  him  to  deny  Ch rift  to  be 
his  own,  is  to  make  Chrifl  a  liar,  i  John  v.  10.  12, 
13.  not  that  I  would  have  Chriftians  content  them- 
lelves  here  (it  is  a  fign  you  never  knew  what  Chrifl 
meant,  if  you  do  fo)  till  he  fliall  fend  a  more  full  gale 
of  his  Spirit.  ;  ,  ■ 

3*  If  you  do  account  them  weakneffes,  yet  take 
heed  your  clofing  with  Chrifl:  do  not  caufe  you  to 
make  a  light  matter  of  fin,  either  not  to  take  notice 
of  fins  at  all,  only  look  to  Chrifl,  (it  is  not  I  but  fin, 
as  being  the  adt  of  the  outward  man  :  one  calls  this 
to  unknow  a  man’s  Pelf,)  or  not  to  be  deeply  fenfible 
of  them,  and  fo  ufe  Chrifl  as  your  fhoe-clout  to  wipe 
them  oft ;  O  this  is  dangerous  :  the  Ppirit  of  joy 
never  quenched  the  Ppirit  of  for  row.  Capernaum 
entertained  Chrifl,  and  yet  perifhed  :  O  (lie  repented 
not!  What  muft  we  repent,  after  we  be  in  Chrifl  ? 
Yes,  Jer.  xxx.  19.  “  After  1  was  turned  I  repented.” 
It  argues  a  bold  confcience,  when  men,  as  they  look 
to  no  good  themfelves,  fo  to  no  fin  in  themfelves, ;  but 
wholly  to  Chrifl. 

4.  Take  heed  of  thofe  dodtrines  which  in  {hew  lift 
up  grace,  but  indeed  pull  it  down,  or  any  part  of  it, 
as,  '  . 

Fir  ft.  To  think  that  the  latter  of*  the  whole  fcrip- 
ture  holds  out  no  more  than  a  covenant  of  works,  a 
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a  .moil  prodigious  fpeech,  though  coloured  with  ad¬ 
vancing  a  ipi ritual  covenant  of  grace,  and  no  word 

but  Chrift.  ■  ' 

Secondly,  Under  a  fhew  of  advancing  God  s  grace 

in  doing  all,  to  fay  the  ordinances  are  not  means,  but 

onlv  occasions  oi  convcriion.  .  * 

Thirdly,  Under  a  fhew  of  giving  all  to  grace,  td 

aboliih  that  plain  truth,  as  to  fay  we  are  not  juitified 
by  faith,  which  though  it  be  true,  not  really,  i.  e.  not. 
limply,  bv  faith  in  itielf  confide  red  as  a  woik;  vet  to 
fay*  [not  "relatively,  as  the  Lord  is  apprehended  by  it] 
it  is  Life.  iFvvecaft  off  the  power  of  the  truth,  yet 
let  us  not  call  oft  the  form  of  it*,  keep  the  lorm  of  whole- 

feme  words  as  well  as  truths. 

Fourthly,  Take  heed  oi  maintaining  that  a  man 
until  fealed  is  not  perfuaded  to  believe,  under  a  fhevv 
of  letting  the  Spirit  of  Grace  do  all.  And  brethren 
doth  not  the  Spirit  of  Grace  accompany  the  word  of 
grace  ?  are  not  evangelical  commands  part  of  that 
word?  is  there  not  a  power  going  along  with  them? 
what  is  this  but  to  take  from  God’s  book?  and  he  that 
fo  doth,  God  will  blot  him  out  of  the  booK.  of  liie, 
Rev.  xxii.  19.  ^ 

Fifthly,  That  a  Chriflian  is  to  gather  no  aflurance 
from  particular  conditional  promiles  under  colour  of 
receiving  all  from  Gorki  and  grace.  1  rue,  tneni 
that  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  ought  not ; 
but  for  thofe  that  have  to  do  with  them  as  their  inhe¬ 


ritance,  riot  to  apply  and  make  ufe  ol  them  for  their 
comfort,  it  is  to  trample  under  foot  Ch  rift’s  blood  that 
has  purchafed  them  for  that  end,  and  it  is  to  raze  out 
in  our  practice  the  greateft  part  almoft  of  the  covenant 
of  grace. 

Sixthly,  That  the  law  ought  not  to  be  our  rule  of 
life  under  a  (hew  of  being  freed  from  it  by  Chrift,  as 
though  Chrill  came  to  fet  hell-gates  open  for  men  to 
do  what  they  pleafe.  Shall  I  fay  any  more  ?  I  am 
weary  with  Ipeaking,  I  defire  rather  to  go  afide  and 
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mourn,  and  to  think  there  is  fomewhat  amils  why  th< 
L.ord  lets  thele  out.  You  that  are  fincere,  fearer 
and  keep  dole  with  Chrift,  and  fetch  more  life  from 
itim,  and  tnougn  accounted  under  a  covenant  o 
works  with  men,  yet  rejoice,  you  know  it  is  bettei 
with  you  in  his  fight.  And  you  that  are  weak,  be- 
ware,  and  take  heed,  and  do  not  confider  what  I, 
but  the  Iloly  Gholt  lias  cleared  this  day  :  and  as  for 
ail  tnem  that  do  turn  grace  into  lafciviotifnefs,  not  in¬ 
tentionally,  but  practically ;  not  in  all  things,  but 
iome  things:  confider  this  feripture,  Jude  iv.  men 
“  ordained  to  this  condemnation;”  they  thrive  and 
have  no  hurt,  and  they  joy,  O  but  they  have  condem¬ 
nation  enough  upon  them.  Do  but  confider  ver.  12, 
13.-  “  Twice  dead,”  dead  in  Adam,  then  quickened 
by  Chrift  with  common  gifts  and  graces,  then  die  and 
turn  grace  into  wantonnefs,  for  whom  is  referved  the 
very  blacknefs  of  darknefs  for  ever.  They  brino-  in 
painted  profanenefs.  '  . 

Ufd  3.  O  take  heed  then,  left  you  fall  fhort  of 
Chrilt  by  unbelief,  Heb  iv.  1.  Chrift  mull  do  all; 
O  but  take  heed,  ufe- means,  and  then  put  the  work 
into  his  hands  to  make  faith  right,  Heb.  xii.  1,  2. 
“  Looking  to  Jcfus  the  author  and  finifher.”*  Sum 
pole  Chrift  was  here  on  earth,  and  thou  ihouldft  beg 

it,  would  he  deny  thee?  O  no;  beg  hard  therefore 
now; 


CHAP.  XIV.  SECT.  I. 


Shewing  that  there  is  a  vaft  difference  betwixt  a  Sincere 
Ckriftian,  and  the  clojej't  hypocrite * 

s 


l)ccI,  3.  ^HAT  there  is  a.  vail  and  great  internal 
^  difference  between  thofe  that  are  lin- 
cere  indeed,  and  the  clofeft  hypocrites.  Or,  there 
are  certain  qualifications  within,  and  operations  of 
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God  upon  the  fouls  of  the  faithful,  which  make  a  ve¬ 
ry  great  difference  between  them,  and  the  clofeit  hy¬ 
pocrites. 

For  the  Lord  Jefus  here  fees  the  difference,  and 
fliews  the  difference,  though  but  generally  I  confefs 
ffn  this  verfe ;  lome  were  wife,  others  were  ioolifh.  wif« 
dom  and  lolly  are  different  qualities,  and  tnougli 
thefe  keep  their  refidence  chiefly  in  the  mind,  yet  the 
Lord  never  did  infule  any  true  wifdom  into  the  mind, 
but  there  was  a  great  change  of  the  heart,  1101  never 
was  any  man  left  unto  his  own  folly,  but  it  did  not 
only  argue  an  evil  heart,  but  did  ever  arife  fioni 
thence,  Eph.  iv.  18.  fo  that  Chrifl  not  only  fees,  but* 
difcovers  to  the  churches  a  vail  difference  for  them  to 
take  notice  of:  I  confefs  the  difference  was  not  omy 
in  regard  of  open  profanenefs,  or  common  converfation 
in  living  like  men  of  the  world,  yet  a  difference  here 
there  is.  For  the  opening  of  this  point,  I  fliall  open 
thefe  particulars. 

1.  That  the  Lord  does  make  this- inward  difference* 

2.  That  it  is  fo  great  that  the  faithful  do  fee  it. 

3.  That  it  is  fo  great  that  others  cannot  receive  it, 
when  it  is  offered. 

4.  That  it  is  fo  great  that  they  cannot  underhand 
it.  f- 

5.  The  reafons  why  the  Lord  makes  this  internal 
differe  nee. 

1.  That  the  Lord  does  make  it :  only  fome  ferip- 
tures  now,  Eph.  v.  8.  u  You  were  tlarknefs,  now  are 
<s  light. ”  Eph.  ii.  1.  a  You  were  dead,  now  are 
“  alive.”  It  is  true  there  is  a  life  hypocrites  have, 
which  puts  much  difference  between  them  and  others ; 
but  if  that  does,  what  does  the  life  of  Chrifl  in  a  man 
arifmg  from  the  death  of  every  fin?  A£ts  xxvi.  18. 
The  Lord  turns  not  only  from  “  darknefs  to  light, 
“  but  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God,”  -together 
with  which  arifes  remiffion  of  fins.  What  is  this  then 
but  a  greater  change  than  from  hell  to  heaven?  Is  it 
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not  worfe  than  hell  to  be  under  his,  not  only  tempta¬ 
tions,  but  power?  And  is  it  not  better  to  be  with  God 
atod  be  in  heaven ?  | 

2.  It  is  fo  great  that  the  faithful  do  fee  it.  I  con- 
fels  at  fir,1!  work  it  is  like,  a  confufed  chaos,  they  know 
aiot  wnat  to  make  of  it,  but  alterwards  they  can  and 
do,  i  John  v.  1 3,  19.  We  know  we  are  “  born  of 

^od,  hee  ftom  the  dominion  of  f i n , ’ ’  of  which  he 
fpeaks,  and  that  the  whole  world  lies  in  wickednefs. 
Befoie  a  man  is  born  again,  he  fees  no  difference  be- 
tvvecn  him  and  /Other  men,  but  now  he  doth;  and 
hence  it  is  frequent  in  feripture  for  faints  to  exprefs 
tncii  experience  of  their  douole  ellate,  Tit.  111.  2,  2. 
and  they  are  commanded  to  try  themfelves,  and  may 
not  only  fee  Chrift  out  of  them,  but  Chrilt  in  them 
except  they  be  reprobates,  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  and  hence 
commanded  to  give  thanks  for -this,  Col.  i.  12,  13. 

which  commands  being  evangelical,  have  a  power  to 
all  the  elect. 

•  ,  ,  \ 

3.  It  is  fo  great  that  others  cannot  receive  it  when 
it  is  offered,  they  are  fo  far  from  having  it  in  them, 
or  counterfeiting,  or  making  this  inward  work,  that 
they  cannot  receive  it,  no  not  when  the  Spirit  itfelf  . 
comes  to  work  it,  John  xiv.  17.  “  The  Spirit  of  truth 
“  which  the  world  cannot  receive .;”  it  doth  receive 
prophetical  gifts,  and  common  graces.;  but  there  is 

a  higher  and  more  divine  work  which  they  canr.ot  re¬ 
ceive,  Tom.  viii.  7.  “  It  is  not  fubjeft,  nor’ean  be 

“  fubjetl  to  the  law  of  God,”  where  the  holinefs  of 
God  appears. 

4.  It  is  fo  great  that  they  cannot  underftand  it 
what  it  is  fpiritually,  only  in  fancy,  x  Cor.  ii.  14. 

“  neither  can  he  know  them;”  and  hence  men  lie 
gropping  all  their  life  for  grace,  and  afk  and  have  not, 
becaufe  they  know  not  the  thing  they  would  have, 
John  iv.  10.  “  If  thou  kneweft  thou  would  alk,  and 

“  he  would  give.”  A  bealt  cannot  conceive  what  a 
life  a  man  leads. 


5.  Now 
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c.  Now  follow  the  reafons  why  the  Lord  doth 
make  this  internal  difference,  or  (hewing  that  there  is 

this  difference. 

SECT.  II. 

§  j  f  T  '  « 

Reafon  I.  In  regard  of  the  infinite  love  of  the 
Father,  which  he  bears  to  the  meaneii  believer  above 
the  moil  glorious  hypocrite  that  ever  lived.  t  is  an. 
everlaiting  love,  and  it  is  hke  that  love  he  bears -to¬ 
wards  his  own  Son,  John  xvu.  16.  Now  if  the  Lord  s 
love  be  not  common  to  both,  neither  is  the  work  or 
fruits  of  his  love  common  in  both,  but  a  great _  differ¬ 
ence  there  mult  be;  for  as  it  is  with  men,  lo  it  is  with 
the  Lord.  There  are  three  exprellions  <5t  ^love. 
x.  Their  looks.  2.  Their  promfes  of  love.  3.  rl  heir 

works  oi  love;  lo  the  Lord  doth, 

x.  Create  in  his  people  glorious  apprehenhons  o, 
his  bleffed  face  appearing  in  the  glafs  of  the  gotpel, 
JLc v »  xxii.  /| . 

2.  The  Lord  makes  many  promifes  of  love  unto 
his  people,  which  go' to  the  very  heart  to  chear  them, 

Hof.  ii.  14*  >  •  .  . 

3.  The  Lord  confines  not  his  love  to  looks  and 

words,  though  it  is  wonderful  to  have  the  lea  ft  of 
them;  but  you  may  read  his  love  in  his  woiks  of 
love.  Now  thofe  works  peculiar  to  them,  are  fir  ft 
and  chiefly  the  donation  of  Chrift,  for  a  man  in  re¬ 
demption  to  a  man  in  vocation:  and  then  the  pecu¬ 
liar  fruits  of  this  love  expreft  in  peculiar  operations 
upon  the  foul,  and  in  the  ioul,  which  God  s  truth  in 
the  new  covenant  promiles,  and  God’s  faithfulneis 
executeth,  Jer.  xxxi.  33*  <*tid  xxxii.,4°*  take  away 
the  u  ftony  heart,”  to  write  laws  in  the  heart, 
to  u  put  fear  into  the  heart;”  theie  are  tne  peculiar 
effefls  of  this  new  covenant,  and  they  are  operations 
in  a  man,  which  only  the  elect  feel  and  wonder  at 
grace  for,  Ephef.  ii.  4,  5.  “  According  to  his  great 
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love  hath  be  quickened  us  together  with  him:” 

.  nere  1S  a  kind  of  refurredtion  of  a  man’s  foul  when 
u  is  brought  home  to  Chrift.  Look  as  the  bodies  of 
the  taints  fhall  be  different  at  the  laft  day,  f0  when 

Ood  raifeth  their  fouls  from  the  dead  here,  there  is  a 
dinerence  now. 

Reafon  2.  In. regard  of  the  death  and  blood  of  the 
Loid  Jelus,  which  was  fined  not  only  that  he  might 
be  a  God  unto  them,  but  that  they  might  be  a  “  pe- 
“  cui|ar  people”  unto  him,  Tit.  li.  14.  “  He  gave 

“  hlty(c!t  for  h's  people,”  not  only  to  juftify  his  peo- 
pie,  but  alfo  to  cleanfe  his  church,  Eph.  v.  26,  27. 
lor  this  has  been  God’s  great  plot,  firit  to  perfect  his 
people  in  their  head  ;  and  then,  left  there  fhould  be  a 
golden  head,  and  feet  and  hands  of  iron  and  clay,  and 
bee  a  ufe  the  church  is  not  found  lovely,  therefore  the 
Lord  makes  it  lovely  by  little  and  little  here,  until  it 

appear  without  fpot  or  wrinkle”  at  the  laft  day. 
Do  you  think,  brethren,  that  Chrift’s  blood  was  ihecl 
to  work  no  more  in  his  people  than  in  hypocrites  ? 
was  it  only  filed  to  take  away  guilt  of  fin  from  God’s 
f'gi.t,  and  then  to  let  a  man  wallow  iii  the  fins  of  his 
own  heart?  It  is  true  there  is  a  work  of  fandtification 
which  hypocrites  have,  which  Chrift’s  blood  purchafes, 
for  I  believe  all  common  mercy  and  patience  comes 
by  Chrift’s  blood,  audio  ail  common  gifts  and  graces; 
but  yet,  beloved,  there  is  a  vail  difference,  their  wills 
were  never  changed,  though  their  minds  were  much 
enlightened;  hence  they  finned  wilfully.  The  Lord 
never  was  dear  to  them,  hence  fecret  defpite  grew  up, 

that  at  laft  they  committed  the  unpardonable  fin,  Hof. 
x.  26.  29. 

.  Reofon  3.  Eecaufe  thofe  graces  or  qualifications, 
together  with  the  .operations  of  them  which  are  in  the 
faithful,  are  the  fame  with  Chrift’s,  the  fame  in  kind 
and  nature,  John  i.  16.  “  from  his  fulnefs  vve  have 

“  received  grace  for  grace;”  hence  we  are  laid  to 
“  bear  his  image,”  and  becaufe  it  is  but  little  at  firft, 

hence 
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hence  “  from  glory  to  glory,”  2  Cor.  Hi.  18.  Now 
the  Lord  Telus  had  not  only  the  Spirit  which  he  had 
without  meal'ure,  but  alio  he  had  many  divine  qua¬ 
lities,  habits,  or  graces,  which  it  is  blalphemy  to  thin  - 
that  they  were  hypocritical  or  common,  which  t  te 
faithful  receive  iront  Ids  iuineis,  and  wherein  t  ley 
are  made  in  their  meafure  like  unto  him  :  fo  the 
lamts  have  not  only  the  Spirit,  but  alio  thole  peculi¬ 
ar  operations  of  it  wrought  in  them  by  the  cpuit 
whereby  they  come  to  be  made  like  unto  the  Lord 
T-ius :  ’  Hence  as  there  was  an  infinite  diitance  be¬ 
tween  the  Lord  jefus,  and  the  belt  hypocrite,  fo  the 
likenefs  that  they  have  of  the  Lord  Jei us,  makes  a 
difference  now.  And  look  as  there  is  a  difference 
between  a  plant  and  a  bealt,  a  bealt  and  a  man,  io 
there  is  a  glorious  life  which  faints  have  begun  here 
in  this  life,  which  none  have  but  themfelves,  1  Pet.  v. 
jo.  They  have  the  “  firtt  fruits,”  the  which  is  meat 
and  drink,  which  no  man  knows  of  that  lies  in  hypo- 

crify  and  fins.  ■ 

Jieafon  4.  If  there  fhould  be  no  difference,  then. 

thefe  evils  would  follow:  1.  This  lays  a  foundation 
of  contempt  of  grace,  and  of  the  beauty  of  holinefs 
in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  God’s  people:  for  look  as 
it  is  in  the  work  of,  the  Son  in  redemption,  if  Chrilt 
fhould  have  died  as  much  for  Judas  as  for  Peter,  and 
fufpended  the  adt  of  faith  to  apply  this  on  the-  free 
will  of  either,  then  Judas  had  as  much  caufe  to  thank 
Chrill  for  his  km  duels  as  Peter:  and  Peter  had  no 
more  caule  ol  blelling  Chrill  lor  his  love  in  redeem¬ 
ing  him  than  Judas;  and  what  cold  prailes  will 
he  then  give  him?  So  it  the  Spirit  ot  Chi  ill  fhould 
fandtify  or  call  a  faint  no  more  than  an  hypocrite, 
then  the  one  has  no  more  caule  to  be  tuanktul  lor 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  than  the  other:  and  vvnen  a 
'  man  comes  to  look  upon  the  work  cl  the  Spirit,  and 
the  graces  of  it,  there  is  cold  water  call  upon  thole; 
this  is  no  more  than  what  a  hypocrite  has.  Chriffc 
has  not  only  redeemed  by  price,  but  alio  by  power, 
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from  the  power  of  Satan,  fin,  darknefs,  delufion  and 
redemption  iS  T  ,l°  be  tha"kful  for  the 

that  daft  delpiiV  the  800-^0?*  U  U  then 

art  but  commonly  Llified.  ^  Whereb^  th°U 

prorai^mide^  the  ufe  °f  a]1  conditional 

Lde  loforn  inrceWOrd:  for  y°u  know  they  are 
made  to  iome  qualification  or  work  of  the  Spirit  in  a 

re!hV°me  t0lrTr!llng’  Poverty>  faith,  hunger,  loft- 
.  -is,  &c.  now,  if  there  ihould  be  no  difference  be- 

J  eo”  ee,ni”g  v':or,ks  m  hypocrites  and  thefe,  then 

Lord ^ithU‘<  ■?  the,PTileS  deftroyed ;  for  the 
I  will  It  ,  iCy  .th3t  hunger  lhall  be  fatisfied.” 

J  i  fie  I  T’  feP°Cr‘teS  f*y  huW  and  yet  not  be 

fo  r  ;  l  r  ,,  0t  thefe  Promifts  ftould  be 

fofofoi  why  ftiould  a  man  then  call  his  foul  upon 
r  °C  3  farthtLilnefs  in  the  promife,  when  it  is  but  com¬ 
mon  love  to  him  and  hypocrites  :  If  it  be  replied,  the 

one  has  Chnlr,  they  other  not.  I  anfwer,  if  is  verv 
true;  but  then  I  alky  Who  is  he  a  Chrift  to?  It  muft 
needs  be  to  a  particular  people  defcribed  in  the  word 

aid  fifhiert0 1  *ar  riUf'lt,ieS’  fl°winS  from  their  forms 
and  fuDjeds  by  winch  they  are  known?  and  now 'con- 

fider  Key  xxu  i9.  “  Is  God  a  God  of  the  dead,  and 
“  not  ot  the  living  only  ?” 

3.  Becaufe  this  makes  the  mod'  holy  men  that  e- 
ver  lived  deceivers  of  themfelves  and  others;  on- 
ly  looic  upon  John,  Chrift’s  beloved  dilciple,  and 
boom -companion,  he  had  received  the  anointing 
to  know  him  that  is  true  “  and  he  knew  him,  that  is 
iue,  _  i  John  n.  3,  Lut  how  did  he  know  that  ? 
lie  might  be  deceived  (as  it  is  ftrange  to  fee  what  a 
melancholy  fancy  will  do,  and  the  effects  of  if  as 
honeft  men  are  reputed  to  have  weak  brains,  and  V - 
ver  faw  the  depths  of  the  fecrets  of  God.)  What  is 
11:.  I  a  II  proof  ?  “  Becaufe  we  know  his  command- 
“  ments,”  /.  e.  we  have  them  writ  in  our  hearts,  and 
keep  them,  though  we  cannot  fulfil  them,  it  makes 
us  every  way  more  holy:  Chrift  doth  not  keep  them 

only, 
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only,  but  we,  through  his  grace,  keep  them :  thus  he 
proves  it  by  a  work  in  him.  Now,  thus  I  reply  ;  if 
all  works  in  the  fouls  of  faints  be  common  to  hypo¬ 
crites,  then  John  went  upon  Falie  grounds,  deceived 
himfelf,  and  all  that  heard  him,  and  ail  the  churches 
that  ever  were  to  this  day. 

SEC  T.  '  III. 

Ufe  1.  of  Confut.  I  O  the  Papifts,  who,  in  their 
writings,  leek  to  fhame  the  churches  of  Chnlt,  lay- 
ing,  that  they  deny  all  1  inherent  righteoufnefs,  or 
4  graces;’  making  a  man  j u It  by  the  righteoufnefs  of 
C  hr  ill,  and,  in  the  mean- while,  to  remain  like  a  car- 
cafe  or  ghott,  or  a  painted  lepulclire,  mil  of  rottennefs 
within#  Three  or  four  of  them  arcneio,  that  have 
fhot  thefe  arrows,  I  have  met  with,  whereby  they 
wound  the  heart  of  profeflion,  and  keen  the  .people 
in  a  profeffed  enmity  and  oppontion  again  It  the  ways 
of  God’s  grace  ;  Now  we  do  not  only  deny  this,  but 
we  profefs  that  the  Lord  doth  not  only  out  of  the 
riches  of  his  grace  accept  us  in  Chrill,  but  out  of  the 
fame  love  lends  down  the  Spirit  of  grace,  not  only 
to  make  us  civil  and  moral,  or  hypocritical,  but  that 
the  Lord  works  thereby  Inch  a  change  as  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  moll  refined  hypocrites  breathing. 
And  we  profefs,  though  our  juftification  doth  not 
confilt  in  this,  yet  whoever  hath  not  this  is  not  jolli¬ 
fied  (whatever  he  may  imagine)  in  the  fight  of  God. 
And  the  Lord  grant,  the  churches  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
may  never  open  the  mouths  of  thofe  blalpheniers  of 
his  name,  in  denying  all  righteoufnels  in  ourfelves 
at  all  ;  deny  it  to  jultify,  deny  it  not  altogether. 

Ufe  2.  of  Confut.  Of  an  oldArminian  error;  for 
.they  hold  and  -  maintain  an  >  inherent  righteoulnels,5 
but  that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  graces  of 
believers  and  hypocrites,  only  in  their  continuance, 
and  that  is  by  chance  too,  and  doubtful,  viz.  if  they 
hold  on,  and  for  this  purpofe  cite  many  feriptures, 

three 


1  ^ 2  ON  TKE  parable  of  the  ' 

three  paflages  efpecially,  that  of  Ezek.  xviii.  24.  “  If 
tae  righteous  man  foriake,  &c.  which  is  fnnhJ 
0  rotten  Phartlatcal  hypocrites  falling  far  lhort  of 

•W  Thlr n  li"‘!  l,a"-  And  Pari>W*  °f  the  lied, 
1  ty  al1  iPrang-  «p:”  where  it  is  manifeft  the  foil 

grotv^  And  IN  Whi°h  "7  that  fel‘  away  did 
f’.!le,b-  x-  29-  “  Blood  wherewith  they 
re  iandified  which  is  meant  of  fuch  as  had 

fome  inward  enlightening,  and  lading,  and  external 

proteflion  really,  not  in  appearance  only  in  them'  vet 

not  any  favmg  and  effectual  work,  but  dms  by  mak 

rirr  CNm0nI,  they  make  k  vile’  and  under  a 
colour  o,  making  all  men  watchful,  they  deftrov  all 

a;t  ,n  Ged's  fimhfulnelh  and  ifey 

man  come  to  die.  Divines  have  many  lironcr 
arguments  again li  them;  and  ihew,  however  the”? 
may  be  decays,  and  relapfes,  and  winter-feafons  of 

*‘of  r«  ?>»  ye  T  rer..thereTremains  ln  them  the  “  feed 
ot  Nod,  1  John  in.  9.  John  iv.  14. 

1  he  main  ground  of  this  their  conceit  is  double  • 

1.  halle  oblervation,  in  beholding  many  fall  off 
tnat  were  not  liars,  but  fnuffs,  glorious  profeffors  for 
a  time;  and  left -they  lhould  be  mad  without  reafon 
rei  ein,  they  fearch  the  leriptures,  and  in  four  thou- 

O  ,  yearsrhH  bqt  four  or  five  that  fall  away,  David 
oolonion,  luymeneus,  Alexander,'  and  Demas,  none 

oi  wh'en,  it  examined,  will  ferve  their  turn. 

2.  A  gicat  midake  ol  the  work  of  grace,  together 
with  their  own  experience,  for  they  conceiving  mace 

h  Cr  ,ut  a  niean  thing,  and  not  underftanding  it 
becaufe  they  never  felt  it  in  themfelves  ;  hence  make 
no  1. 1  here  nee  between  one  man  and  another,  and 
hence  maintain  apoftacy  from  grace.  I  hope  I  need 
not  dir  you  up  to  abhor  this  conceit,  confidering  what 
has  been  laid.  1  grant,  indeed,  a  man  may  fall’  away 
from  grace,  confidering  grace  without  Chrift  to  keep 
it-  But  yet  lt  is  in  itfelf  fuch  a  living  fountain, 
as  in  ufelf  does  n?t  perifli,  though  it  may;  and,  in 
rcfped  of  Child,  it  cannot.  q/  - 
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Obi  Did  not  Adam  fall  from  all  his  grace  ? 

An'r.  Yes,  became  he  had  neither  the  covenant  of 
grace  nor  the  Spirit  of  grace,  nor  power  of  grace  to 
fupport  and  keep  him  ;  but  it  is  God’s  covenant  now 
to  write  his  law,  to  put  his  fear  in  the  heart  never  to 
depart,  and  to  give  the  Spirit  of  Chnlt,  who  is .  ww 
rifen  from  the  dead.  “  Becaufe  I  live,  you  lhall  live 
“  alfo,”  John  xiv.  19.  And  “  P°^r  to  keep  us, 

!  Pet.  i.  5.  So  that  though  it  is  Chfift  that  keeps 
a  man  from  falling,  yet  the  truth  is,  he  that  does  fall 
from  grace,  as  though  it  was  a  common  fading  thing, 
or  does  fall  from  Chrift,  he  never  had  Chin  at  all, 
John  iv.  14.  “  The  water  that  I  fliail  give,  ihall  be 
a  fpring  of  living  water,”  not  of  dead  graces ;  yet 
quickened  by  the  Spirit,  and  helped  continually. 
And  it  is  kept  till  life  of  glory  comes,  where  it  is 

fwallowed  up  in  the  ocean  of  perfection. 

Ufe  3.  Hence  we  fee  the  difference  between  the 
graces  of  hypocrites  and  faints  does  not  only  lie  in  the 
efficient  cade,  via.  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  barely  confi. 
dered  in  itfelf,  for  then  there  Ihould  be  no  difference 
at  all ;  for  there  are  not  two  Spirits,  and  the  fame 
Spirit  that  works  in  the  faithful,  the  lame  Spirit  k  in 
the  unfaithful,  to  work  many  ilrange  works  in  them, 

1  Cor.  xii.  3,  4.  Neither  does  fupernatural  power 
of  the  Spirit  diftinguifh,  (I  mean  that  which  is  above 
the  llrength  of  nature,  not  that  which  is  above  the  me 
of  nature  ;  for  nature  crooks  all  God’s  works  to  it¬ 
felf;)  for  the  gifts  of  prophefy  and  common  joy,  are 
above  the  llrength  ol  mere  nature,  but  the  difference 
lies  in  the  Work  itfelf.  As  it  is  in  creation,  the  le^ff 
jpear  of  grals  has  the  fame  power  to  make  it,  that 
made  heaven  and  angels ;  is  there  no  difference  then  ? 
Yes,  it  lies  in  the  very  work  or  effed  of  that  power. 
And  as  it  is  in  a  cedar  and  a  fly,  there  is  more  excel¬ 
lency  in  the  former,  in  fome  refpedis,  but  the  latter 
has  another  life,  which  the  other  has  not  fo  the 

meanelt  believer  is  better  than  the  molt  glorious  hy¬ 
pocrite. 
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L  iAnd  u°k  aS  11  was  with  Saul>  when  he  wa< 
uned  king  there  was  a  new  fpirit  came  upon  him 

t±ntrF:  *1*  Which  common  ‘Ejects  had  not ; 
v  htri  God  makes  us  kings  and  prieits  unto  Chrift 

menehCa°meS  ^  Up°n  US’  which  common 

men  have  not.  1  know  there  is  the  Spirit  itfelf  in  the 

amts,  as  it  is  not  in  other  men :  But  how  is  it  there? 
know  it  is  there  by  faith,  but  not  only  by  this,  but 
by  certain-peculiar  elfefts  which  are  not  in  other  men. 
As  it  is  with  the  foul,  it  is  in  the  body,  hence  works 
f  ble  vvhic.i  is  not  in  any  brute-creature;  fo  it  is 
here  And  hence  it  is  laid,  “  The  world  cannot 
tt  .  ,‘ye  ,  J°hn  xiv.  17  Mai.  iii.  2,3.  “  Who 
„  *3  aJie„t;°  bear  h.s  coming,  becaufe  he  comes  to 
•  Pf!  y’  &C-  Jet  hill  the  Spirit  barely  confidered 
m  itlelr,  puts  no  difference,  unlefs  it  be  in  refpedt  of 
the  work  itfelf.  O  therefore  look  to  it,  do  not  fay 
I  have  now  the  Spirit  and  Chrift.  But  what  does 
Clmd  work  there?  John  xv.  1,2.  There  are  but 
two  forts  of  branches  there,  fruitlefs,  and  fruitful  • 
tne  difference  is  in  the  very  fruits  of  them,  &c. 

_UJe  4.  O  then  terror  to  them  that  content  them- 
idves  with  common  works,  and  fo  think  their  eflates 
good.  You  have  been  terrified,  confelfed,  and  re¬ 
pented ;  Judas  did  fo.  You  have  reformed  many 
tmngs,  and  take  delight  to  draw  nigh  to  God  in  or¬ 
dinances  ;  thofe  hypocrites  did  fo,  Ifa.  i.  You  have 
had  great  raviihments,  and  leen  the  glory  of  heaven 
of  faints,  Balaam  did  fo.  You  have  beheld  and  feen 
tne  Lord  Jelus,  as  if  prefent  on  earth;  many  favv  him 
heard  him,  and  were  lifted  up  to  heaven  by  him,  and 
fnall  fee  him  at  lall  in  glory  indeed.  O  but  my  de- 
fires  are  good  !  Many  fltall  feek,  and  not  enter.  O 
therefore  conlider  of  your  ellate,  and  tremble,  and 
fi,t  before  thee  all  the  mercy  the  Lord  embraceth  his 
people  with  !  and  fay,  O  that  mercy  for  me  !  and  fed- 
low  him  till  he  has  done  it. 
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\Tjre  c .  Hence  it  may  appear,  that  the  true 
Jiever  may  know  the  bleflfdnefs  of  his  ellate,  by 
:he  peculiarnefs  of  a  work  within  him.  For  it,  indeed, 
-here  fhould  be  no  difference  between  thole  graces 
■hat  be  in  hypocrites  and  in  faints,  if  no  difference 
between  love,  and  faith,  and  delire  in  one,  an  1 
which  is  in  another,  then  none  could  know  the  ble.- 
fednefs  of  their  eftatqs  by  any  work  ;  but  feeing  that 
the  Lord  has  made  a  vait  and  a  known  difference,  fo 
that  God  knows  it,  and  themfelves  know  it,  as  has 
been  proved,  and  all  the  world  might  know  it,  but 
that  they  want  eyes  to  fee  mens  hearts,  and  they 
fhall  know  it  at  the  laft  day  to  their  eternal  anguiih, 
“  when  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs,”  and  the  “  le~ 
“  crets  of  all  hearts  fliall  be  opened,”  then  it  mull 
needs  follow  from  the  knowledge  of  fuch  a  work  a 
man  may  conclude  his  bleffed  and  fate  ellate.  By 
work,  I  mean,  no  popifh  good  work,  nor  confider 
a  work  without  a  peculiar  word  of  piomiie  niade 
thereunto.  If  we  fhould  afk  a  woman  married  to 
another  hufband,  how  fhe  knows  fuch  a  one  is  her 
hufband,  fhe  would  manifeft  it  by  thole  peculiar  a£L 
or  works,  or  manifeftations  of  a  hufband  to  her.  She 
has  known  he  has  forfaken  great  offers,  and  come  to 
her:  Her  heart  which  was  lii o ft  oppoiite,  was  at  laft 
overcome  to  forfake  all,  then  they  entered  into  a 
peculiar  bond  of  covenant,  fo  that  they  cannot  part, 
and  though  they  do  depart,  yet  they  flay  not  long. 
Set  here:  If  you  fhould  have  afked  the  Ifraelites,  how 
they  did  know  they  fhould  be  iaved  from  the  destroying 
angel  ?  Why,  the  Lord  has  promifed  to  fave  us.  Yon 
that  do  what?  That  “  fprinkle  the  cloor-pofts  with  the 
“  blood,”  So  the  deftroying  angel  of  God’s  presence 
fhall  deftroy  millions  of  people,  and  that  in  the  night¬ 
time,  when  they  leak  fufped  it.  Notwithllanding 
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all  deliverances  miracles,  plag„es  and  repentance 
ftall  you  be  preferved  ?  Yes,  the  Lord  ha l  promii; 
it,  and  revealed  it.  To  whom  ?  To  them  that  hat 
he,r  door-pofts  fprinkled  with  Chrift’s  blood,  appr 
bended  by  the  work  of  faith,  Rom.  iii.  24  2  r.  Hel 
x.  22  If  one  fhould  have  afked  the  Lord  Jefus  hin 
fe  f,  whom  he  loveth?  he  would  anfwer,  “  his  flieep, 
Jom  x.  for  “  for  them  he  lays  down  his  life  • 

K  7  fuCb  n  °r  }r0ng‘  If  one  fllould  a(k  furthei 
who  are  h.s  flieep  ?  he  would  defcribe  them  by  fevt 

c  ,r4al.  ProPert|es,  as  he  has  done,  John  x.  Such  a 

know  me  ’  as  “  hear  me”  only,  as  “  follow  me. 

bo  if  you  afk  a  believer  that  queflion,  Flow  do  y0 

know  you  are  loved  ?  It  is  good  to  anfwer  withChrif] 

am  Ins  flieep,  for  whom  he- has  laid  down  his  I  if- 

when  I  was  loft  and  went  aftray.  But  how  do  yo. 

know  that .?  Is  he  now  to  anfwer  like  Chrift  by  theft 

properties  wrought  in  me,  or  no  ?  If  you  fay.  No 

becaufe  all  thefe  an  hypocrite  may  have,  then  the 

i-ord  jefus  has  done  very  weakly,  in  deferring  hi- 

own  flieep,  by  fuch  properties  to  be  his,  which  dif 

cover  them  no  more  than  fo  :  It  is  true,  an  hypo. 

ente  has  fomething  like  all  thefe,  but  not  thefe  in- 

deed.  It  you  fay,  Yes,  then  a  man  may  know  his 

olellcd  eftate  by  thefe.  The  promifes,  Proy.  viii  17 

“  I  love  them  that  love  me.”  But  how  do  you 

know  you  love  the  Lord  ?  There  is  the  queflion, 

It  Satan  and  blind  carnal  reafon,  alk  this  queflion, 

you  will  be  filled  with  accufations,  and  never  fatisfv 

them  ;  for  he  that  accufed  Job  to  God’s  face,  will 

much  more,  to  their  own  faces,  accufe  faints  of  hypo- 

crify.  If  uncharitable  men,  that  never  had  the  love 

of  Chrift  abiding  in  their  hearts,  you  will  never  fatisfy 

them ;  but  if  the  Lord  afk  the  queflion  in  his  word, 

hold  tnere,  and  the  work  is  fo  clear,  that  though 

tlicio  liUo  been  much  decay,  yet  after  recovery,  the 

foul  dares  eye  the  Son,  and  fay,  “  Lord,  thou  kuoweft 

a.l  things,  thou  knoweft  that  I  love  thee,”  John 
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xxi.  17.  Hence  by  this  work  you  may  come  to 
know  your  lafe  ellate. 

1.  A  man  may  know  his  bleffed  ellate  in  refpeQ:  of 
time  pall,  by  a  work,  u  e.  with  a  word  or  promife 
made  to  it,  and  the  Spirit  revealing  of  it,  viz.  the  e- 
verlafting  thoughts  and  eledtidn  of  God  toward  him, 
Rom.  viii.  28.  46  Them  that  love  God,  who  are  call- 
<c  ed  according  to  his  purpofe,”  notwithstanding  ail 
their  miferies  and  fins;  yet  love  him,  and  lb  44  call- 
44  ed  according  to  his  purpofe,”  lor  10  tne  apoille 
raifes  up  his  thoughts.  I  know  the  world  is  full  of 
want  of  love,  and  think  it  eafy  fo  to  do,  and  like  the 
devil,  are  very  kind  to  the  Lord,  as  they  think,  while 
the  Lord  pleafes  them ;  who  yet,  when  the  time  of 
patience  is  out,  fhall  be  eternal  blafphemers  of  him. 
But  there  is  fuch  love  whereby  faints  may  raife  up 
their  hearts  thus  to  fee  God’s  love,  1  Thef.  i.  4,  5* 
44  Knowing  your  election  of  God.”  How  fo?  Im¬ 
mediately  ?  Some  divines  think  angels  lee  it  not  !o, 
and  that  it  is  peculiar  to  God  fo  to  do,  but  mediate¬ 
ly;  for  our  word  came  in  power  and  in  much  affur- 
ance  to  make  you  enlarged  for  God,  to  turn  you  from 
idols  unto  God,  and  to  wait  for  Chrilt  in  heaven, 
feeing  him  here  as  in  a  glafs.  And  by  the  fame 
Spirit  Paul  faw  it,  by  the  fame  Spirit  they  might 
much  more  fee  it,  and  fo  the  ele£t  may  fee  it.  And 
if  experience  may  be  added  to  the  truth,  how  many 
of  God’s  people  daily,  knowing  their  work  of  vocati¬ 
on  and  glory,  afeend  from  thefe  lower  flairs  of  the 
Lord’s  ladder,  to  the  higheft  of  election,  and  there 
are  fw allowed  up  with  eternal  wonderment,  filling 
their  hearts  with  that  joy  and  peace,  that  the  weak  ta¬ 
bernacle  of  flefli  and  blood  cannot  bear  the  weight  of 
that  glory  long;  that  by  works  fee  the  promife,  and 
by  the  promife  of  love,  behold  eternal  thoughts  of 
love:  and  hence  promifes  are  laid  to  be  given  to  faints, 
44  before  the  world  began:”  Becaule  promifes  to 
them  that  thirft,  mourn,  believe,  &c.  'are  not  bare 

words 
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words,  but  eternal  coutifels,  in  which  you  fee  God’s 
purpofe. 

2;  In  refpea  of  time  prefent,  by  it  we  know  our 
Prelent  union  to  the  Lord  Jefiis,  1  John  ii.  4.  “  He 

“  that  failh>  1  kn°w  him,  and  keens  not  his  command- 
“  ments,  is  a  liar.”  Yes,  that  is  true  negatively, 
but  may  a  man,  ought  a  man  to  fee  or  know  his  union 
pofmvely  by  this  ?  Anf.  ver.  5.  Many  laid,  they  did 
know  and  love  the  Lord,  but  he  that  keeps  his  word 
Oh  they  are  fweet !  It  is  heaven  to  cleave  to  him  in 
every  command,  it  is  death  to  depart  from  any  com¬ 
mand.  “  Hereby  we  know  that  we  are  in  him.”  If 
it  were  polfibie  to  alk  of  angels  how  they  know  they 
are  not  devils  ?  they  would  anfwer,  the  Lord’s  will 
is  ours,  lo hei e.  How  do  you  know  you  have  not  the 
nature  oF  devils,  and  fo  in  Hate  of  devils,  bound  there 
till  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  ?  Becaufe  God 
has  changed  our  vile  natures,  and  made  our  wills 
like  unto  his  glorious  will,  &c.  So  for  forgivenefs, 
Luke  vii.  47.  “  Much  is -forgiven  her,”  Sec.  °  * 

3.  In  refpeft  of  the  hats  of  glory  for  time  to 
come.  We  may  know  our.  bleffed  eftate  by  a  work, 

1  Cor.  ii.  9..  “  Eye  has  not  feen  what  the  Lord  has 
“  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.”  Pfalm  xxxi. 
.19.  “Oh  how  great  is  thy  goodnefs  laid  up  for 
“  them  that  fear  thee!”  2  Cor.  v.  3.  “  If  cloathed 
“  with  Chrift,”  whole  Chrifl,  ver.  5,  6.  “  He  has 
“  fitted  us  for  this,  and  given  the  earneft  of  the 
“  Spirit,”  which,  Rom.  viii.  23.  “  are  firft  fruits  of 
“  glory,  therefore  we  are  confident.” 

Obj.  But  if  you  look  to  yourfelves,  you  will  have 
peace  to-day  and  forrow  to-rn  rrovv. 

Nay,  we  are  always  confident,  and  yet  Paul  did 
not  now  go  on  in  a  covenant  of  works.  Now  whe¬ 
ther  a  man  firft  comes  to  know  his  eftate  by  a  work, 
word,  and  fpirit,  fo  that  there  are  three  things  to 
evidence  our  happy'  eftate,  or  whether  two  things 
only,  viz.  a  general  word  and  fpirit,  I  intend  not  to 

difpute. 


l 


iifpute,  becaufe  it  makes  nothing  againft  the  truth 
in  hand:  Only  this  I  fay,  it  is  very  dangerous  to 
■«  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,”  efpecially  in  his 
freedom  of  working,  to  breathe  light  and  life,  and 
divine  confolation,  when  and  by  what  means  and 
promife,  and  in  what  meafure  he  will.  Chrift,  when 
he  was  here  on  earth,  would  fay  fometimes,  u  1  hy 
u  fms  are  forgiven,”  Matth.  ix.  2.  Sometimes,  44  be 
u  it  unto  thee  as  thou  believe!!,”  Matth.  ix.  28,  29- 
Nay,  “  be  it  unto  thee  as  thou  wilt,”  Matth.  xv. 
27.  If  in  thefe  inferior  things,  much  more  in  greater* 
Chrift  is  now  gone,  and  we  have  no  immediate 
fpeech  with  him,  but  in  his  word,  and  he  is  free  to 
fpeak  to  his  people  according  as  he  pleafes,  and  when 
they  need.  And  therefore  let  me  intreat  you  brethren 
to  be  wary  in  your  fpeeches  in  dafliing  all  promiles  in 
pieces.  What  Chriftian  heart  can  lee  God’s  truth 
mangled,  without  being  angry  and  mourning  for  the 
hardnefs  of  mens  hearts?  The  Lord  has  lpoken. 
peace  to  fome  mens  hearts  thus,  he  that  is  loft  fliall 
be  found,  “  He  that  believes  in  me  fliall  never  hunger* 

and  he  that  comes  to  me  fliall  never  thirft;”  and 
feeing  this,  they  conclude,  (the  Lord’s  Spirit  helping 
them,  for  fometimes  they  cannot  do  it)  peace*  For 
the  major  is  the  word,  the  minor  experience,  and  the 
conclufion  the  Lord’s  Spirit’s  work  quickening  your 
fpirits  to  it.  Now  fay  fome,  how  do  you  know  this? 
Thusyoumay  bemiftaken,  formany  have  been  deceived 
thus.  Grant  that,  and  (hall  a  child  not  take  bread 
when  it  is  given  him,  though  dogs  fnatch  at  it  ?  What 
ihould  one  do  then  ?  Bring  their  work  to  the  light, 
to  the  trial  of  the  word,  which  you  know  does  but 
two  things. 

r.  Shews  what  God  is.  And, 

2.  What  man  is,  and  fo  difeovers  and  deferibes  all 
hypocrily  of  men,  and  all  grace  of  men,  now  if  it 
will  not  bear  the  trial  of  the  word,  convince,  them 
they  have  gone  on  in  a  covenant  of  works  indeed  : 
Numb.  IVh  ;  '  T  But 


2  9°  ;  o iv  the  payable  of  the 

■But  if  it  will,  hold  there,  take  heed  then  of  falfe  wit- 
iiels  ag.iinil  ihe  truth  of  God;  fo  that  do  not  can- 

cemn  tlle  work  ChriR  in  any  man,  where  it  is  of 
tne  right  Ramp,  and  has  Ghrift’s  image  upon  it,  and 
io  pluck  men  from  .their  claim  to  ChriR’s  love  re- 
vealed  in  his  promife.  But  learn  to  difference  it  once, 
am  then  I  am  perfuaded  the  fad  differences  that  be¬ 
gin  to  appear,  would  loon  be  ended  among  all  them 
that^love  the  truth  in  ChriR  Jefus,  2  Peter  i.  4. 
“  Whereby  are  given  to  us  that  have  precious  faith* 
exceeding,  great  and  precious  promifes.”  The” 
■tpord  gives  little  to  his  people,  Oh  but  he  gives  them 
rich  promifes!  bonds  arid  bills,  and  writings  to  fhew 
foi  lien  giace,  and  riches  of  glory,  and  riches  of  peace. 
Oh  but  thefe  promifes  hypocrites  may  have!  they 
may  be  loll,  and  hunger  and  third,  and  believe.  What, 
as  thofe  do  that  have  their  interell  in  thefe  promifes  ? 
Why  are  they  called  “  precious  promifes?”  Precious 
promifes  are  not  common  things.  Precious  promifes 
are  not  the  portion  of  a  bafe  world.  Precious  things 
God  never  gives  to  dogs;  and  believe  me,  you  may- 
come  to  know  the  price  of  them  in  the  times  of  your 
norrot  on  death-bed,  that  account  them  common  now. 
Oil  but  many  red  on  promifes  without  ChriR!  That 
is  all  one,  the  faithful  by  them  come  to  partake  of  the 
divine  nature  ol  ChriR,  oi  his  Spirit,  oi  divine  confo- 
hnious,  peace,  grace,  and  this  is  not  building  on  a 
work,  or  refling  on  a  bare  promife,  when  it  carries 
you  to  ChriR  and  the  everlaRing  embraces  of  him. 
It  is  no  matter  what  promife  gives  peace,  fo  long  as 
it  lands  us  in  ChriR.  And  therefore  a  man  may  know 
his  bleffed  eitate  by  a  work,  only  let  me  put  in  three 
cautions. 

1.  Take  heed  you  do  not  in  your  judgment,  or  in 
}  our  practice  go  about  to  move  the  Lord,  to  love  you 
by  your  works,  though  it  be  of  his  making.  For 
all  works  are  fruits,  no  caufes  of  the  Lord’s  love,  for 
this  is  Popery  indeed,  and  it  is  hypocrify.  Ifa.  lviii. 
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a  4  «  Why  have  we  faded,  and  prayed,  and  de- 

“  lighted  to  draw  near  unto  God?”  &c.  but  look 
Unon  the  work  and  promife,  and  be  the  more  vde  m 
thine  own  eyes,  that  the  Lord  lltould  promue,  or  do 
any  thing  for  thee.  So  that  when  you  feel  any  lav¬ 
ing  work,  go  not  to  God  with  expectation  oi  any  gooc 
in  the  name  ot  that  work,  but  in  the  name  of  that  i^e 
grace  and  faithfulnels  of  God,  which  has  moved  him 
to  make  fuch  precious  promifes  to  fuch  as  thorn  are 
that  have  it.  “  Halt  thou  not  laid,  Solomon  mall 

reign?”  i  Kings  i.  13.  So  here. 

2.  Take  heed  you  da  not  fit  down  contented  with 
the  work,  and  quiet  yourfelves  with  that,  nevei  look¬ 
ing  to  behold  his  face,  that  gave  it,  that  wrought  it. 
The  “  poor  blind  man,”  John  ix.  had  a  mighty  cure 
upon  him,  and  iome  feed  of  faith;  the  Loid 
wrought  the  work,  but  hid  himfelf:  He.  wondered 
at  the  great  change,  was  affected  with  his  love,  at 
la  If  the  Lord  Jefus  comes  himfelf,  “  Doft  thou  be- 
“  lieve?  faith  he,  Lord  who  is  he?  I  am  he:  then 
“  he  worfhiped  him,”  ver.  35,  36,  37.  So  it  is  with  the 
Lord  in  his  way  of  working  grace:  Gh  tnerefoie 
long  to  fee  him  here  in  his  glals,  and  in  gloiy,  in 
his " face  fully!  Truly  there  is  no  wprk  of  Ghrilt 
that  is  right,  but  it  carries  the  foul  to  long  for  more 
of  it,  and  to  be  with  him  that  Las  done  it.  lYT any 
Chriftians  when  they  have  tiie  work,  run  away  with 
it  as  a  good  fign,  and  look  to  the  promife  ;  Oh  but 
long  not,  look  not  to  behold  the  Lord!  “Do  ye 
thus  requite  the  Lord,  On  ye  foolifh  people  and  un¬ 
wile?”  Were  it  not  enough  that  your  fins  make? 
but  will  you  make  works  and  promifes  alfo  a  partition 
wall  between  the  Lord  and  your  fouls  ?  1  profefs,  the 

Lord  will  fire  fuch  work  about  your  ears,  and  dry 
up  all  your  pits,  that  you  may  long  for  to  drink  out 
of  the  well  ot  life  itfelf.  And  it  is  a  black  mark  of 
unbelief,  that  fhall  keep  thee  from  reft,  Heb.  iv.  3. 
to,  11.  Oh  but  when  you  long  to  fee  him,  “Oh 

T  2  •  “  when 
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“when  fliall  I  appear  before  God!”  Pfal.  l*Ui.  2,*q,  4. 

-neri  the  Lord  wilt  fill  thee.  As  leaden  rings  with  a 

pearl,  lo  promifes  and  Chrilt  put  together  (not  divided) 
are  exceeding  precious. 

.  3'  not  t0  fee  the  work  or  promife  yours, 
ttor  receive  any  confolation  from  either,  unlefs  the 
Lord  appear  in  both,  John  x.  16.  “  They  fhall 

htai  my  voice:”  for  lo  mod  men  bring  home  hu¬ 
man,  not  divine  confolation  from  a  work.  But  Oh 
tctch  it  from  heaven!  as  in  Peter’s  redemption,  A£ts 
-^ii.  1  ou  realon,  and  others  tell  you,  and  yet  you 

are  full  of  fears  hnd  doubts;  and  thou  cried:,  Lord 
periuade  me,  Lord  perfuade  me:  yea,  hold  you  here, 
Iiow  you  are  where  you  ought  to  be.  Do  you  think 
Cm  ill  is  f  iled  with  grace  and  life  for  you,  and  not 
with  conlolation  for  you  too?  Only  ufe  means,  and 
fo  look  up  to  him. 

SEC  T.  V.; 

Oh  therefore  content  not  yourfelves  with  any  hopes 
yom  eftate  is  right,  until  you  find  this  difference; 
for  the  Lord  fpeaks  peace  only  to  his  people,  and  his 
people  are  dilterenced  from  ad  others.  Hence  how 

can  you  fay  peace  is  yours,  till  this  be  cleared  up  un¬ 
to  you  ? 

I  fhall  fpeak  to  two  forts  of  people. 

1.  1  iiole  tiiat  content  thcmfelves  with  any  thinr* 
that  may  Hop  and  quiet  confcience,  any  flight  workt 
any  poor  defires,  any  hedge-faith,  any  moral  perfor¬ 
mances,  and  groundlefs  conjectures  will  lerve  their 
turn.  And  being  full,  they  can  hear  all  fermons,  no 
wind  will  fhake  them,  no  fearching,  threatning  truths 
concern  them;  they  are  all  fo  good,  that  they  think 
the  Lord  means  not  them.  Well,  I  fay  no  more  to 
you  but  this,  know  it,  that  the  time  is  coming  that 
the  Lord  Jefus  will  try  you,  and  examine  you  to  the 
very  bran;  and  will  delcry  all  thy  paint,  and  open  all 

thy 
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thy  lulls  and  thoughts;  and  thy  nakednefs,  and  lliame, 
and  confuiion  Hi  all  be  feen  of  §J1  the  world. 

-  2.  Thole  that  content  themfelves  with  the  revela¬ 
tion  of  the  Lord’s  love,  without  the  fight  of  any  work, 
or  not  looking  to  it.  I  defire  the  Lord  to  reveal 
himfelf  abundantly  more  and  more,  to  all  that  have 
the  Lord  lavingly  revealed  unto  them,  her  this  is 
the  mifery,  Chrift  is  a  hidden  thing,  and  10  is  his  love: 

Yet  confider, 

1.  God  reveals  not  his  love  to  any  hypocrite,  but  to 
his  people,  that  have  a  work  far  beyond  them, 

2.  That  the  teiUmony  of  the  Spirit  does  not  make 
a  man  a  Chriflian,  but  only  evidenceth  it.  As  it  is 
the  nature  of  a  witnefs,  not  to  make  a  thing  to  be  true, 
but  to  clear  and  evidence  it.  And  therefore  whether 


the  Spirit  in  the  firft  or  fecond  place  clears  God’s  love, 
I  difpute  not,  becaufe  it  is  doubtful;  yet  be  lure  you 
find  out  the'*  difference,  viz.  feme  work  in  you,  that 
no  hypocrite  under  heaven  has  :  Life  what  peace  can 
you  have  ? 

1.  Hereby  you  come  to  prevent  the  flrongefi;  delu- 
fion  that  Satan  has  to  keep  men  in  bondage  to  him¬ 
felf,  viz.  to  give  men  great  peace,  and  fome  times 
great  ravifhraent,  while  they  are  in  their  fins,  that  fo 
he  may  harden  them  there  ftill,  Luke  xi.  21.  Now 
by  taking  this  courfe,  and  going  to  Chrifi  to  untie  the 
knots  of  Satan,  you  do  now  undermine  the  main  plot 
of  Satan,  you  break  his  head,  having  recourfe  to  Chriit 
to  do  this.  His  policy  is,  let  your  heart  alone,  let 
Chrifi  alone  with  that.  But  now  you  may  be  fure  all 
your  confolation  is  of  the  right  make. 

2.  Otherwife  you  quench  the  Spirit,  and  refill  the 
teflimony  of  the  Spirit,  at  lea  ft  one  great  part  of  it. 
For  the  Spirit,  when  it  does  come  to  witnefs  God’s 
love,  it  anfwers  all  the  doubts  and  objections  of  the 

foul  that  it  had  before.  Now  the  great  doubt  of 

*  * 

God’s  people  is  not  only,  Am  I  elected,  am  I  juflified 
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and  accepted:  But  am  I  called,  am  I  fanaified,  ar 
not  my  deiires,  my  faith,  my  love  counterfeit?  whicl 
I  may  have,  and  yet  go  to  hell?  Now  the  Spirit  whei 
it  comes  clears  all  doubts,  riot  fully,  but  gradually;  fo 
it  is  the  molt  clearing  witnels  ;  and  therefore,  John 
xiv.  18,  19,  20.  44  At  that  day  you  fh ail  know  tha 

y  I  am  in  you,  and  you  in  me,  and  I  in  the  Father.3 
The  Spirit  does  not  only  fay,  Chrift  is  out  of  you,  ij 


heaven,  preparing  and  interceding,  but  in  you,  fane 
tilying,  preparing  thee  for  glory,  that  art  a  veffel  o 
glory;  46  and  you  in  me”  by  faith,  by  love,  defire 
&c.  Now  when  a  man  fhall  fay,  I  look  to  no  work 
but  only  for  the  Spirit  to  reveal  the  Lord’s  love;  ii 
learning  to  deiire  the  Spirit,  he  'doth  refill  the  Spin 
of  God.  ■  •  G  \ 

3.  Otherwile  you  fhall  be  deprived  of  all  that  a 
bundant  confolation  which  the  word  holds  out  before 
you.  For  fuppofe  you  fay,  I  look  not  to  the  work  o 
God  in  me,  to  receive  any  confolation  from  that,  oi 
any  promife  made  to  that,  I  look  only  to  the  revela¬ 
tion  of  the  Spirit. 

Anf.  i.  .There  is  never  a  promife  but  the  Comfort¬ 


er  is  in  it,  and  they  are  given  for  that  end,  to  giv 
ilrong  confolation,  now  it  you  look  to  no  work,  no 
rto  conditional  promife,  nor  to  find  the  condition  i 
you  (which  yet  Chrift  puift  and  doth  work)  Lord 


what  abundance  of  lvveet  peace  do  voulofe?  Rev.  v ii 
1 7.  The  Lamb  leads  .them  to  the  41  living  fount  a i 
“  of  waters,  and  God  wipes  away  all  tears.”  An< 
for  ought  I  know  you  fhali  die  for  third  that  refufe  u 
do  it.  44  O  flow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  ferip 
44  tures  have  writ!”  all  that  God  has  fpoken!  Ough 
you  not  thus  to  be  comforted  ? 

But  2.  If  you  look  to  a  Spirit  without  a  work 
whilft  you  do  leek  confolation  from  the  Spirit,  yoi 
cannot  avoid  the  condemnation  of  the  word.  Yoi 
Jay  the  Spirit  has  fpoken  peace  to  you.  But  do  yoi 
love  Chrift?  I  look  not  to  that,  but  to  the  Spirit 

Why 
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Why  the  word  faith,  “  He  that  loves  not  him,  let 
“  him  be  anathema.”  ,  So,  Is  the  league  between 
your  fins  and  your  louls  broken  ?  Anf.  I  look  not  tci 
that.  Why  John  faith,  He  that  committeth  fin  is  ot  ■' 
of  the  devil,”  1  John  iii.  8,  9.  Are  you  new  crea¬ 
tures?  I  look  not  to  that.  Why  the  word  laith, 

«  Unlefs  you  be  born  again,  you  cannot  enter  into 
“  the  kingdom  of  God.”  And  the  Lord  knows,  bin 
on  your  death-beds,  thus  Satan  may  affault  you,  and 
then  will  the  Lord  fay,  nay,  look  to  yourfdlf.  The 
word  {hall  be  Bellhazzar’s  terror.  Corifider,  Pfalm 
xxxii.  1,  2. 

4.  Look  to  it,  clfe  you  fhall  be  deprived  of  further 
manifefiation  and  communion  with  the  Lord  Joins. 
The  Lord  reveals  not  all  of  himfelf  at.  once,  the  day 
dawns  before  the  fun  rileth,  and  there  is  a  iuither 
manifestation  of  the  Lord  in  this  life  to  his  people, 
not  for,  but  when  they  indeed  maintain  fuch  works 
before  him,  John  xiv.  21.  u  I  will  m  an  i  left  my  felt 
“  unto  him.”  How?  O  faith  Chrift,  44  I’ll  come 
6C  and  fup  with  him.”  Never  think  the  Lord  will 
difhonour  himfelf  lo  far  as  to  come  into  a  filthy  heart. 
Sin  does  and  will  grieve  God’s  Spirit,  that  he  will  on¬ 
ly  accufe,  not  fpeak  peace  to  you,  till  all  is  mended. 

5.  Life  you  may  fall  everlaitingly  away,  as  thole, 
Heb.  x.  29,  They  had  44  received  the  knowledge  of 
64  the  truth,  and  were  fan&ified,”  but  their  wilts 
and  hearts  never  changed.  O  take  heed  there  be  left 
“  only  a  fearful  looking  for  of  vengeance!”  You 
ftand  on  the  brim  of  definition  every  moment,  that 
do  it  not.  For  it  is  plain  hypocrify  not  to  bring 
works  to  the  light;  it  is  not  ceafing  to  go  on  in  a 
covenant  of  works,  John  iii.  20.  And  it  the  Lord 
does  love  you,  and  you  will  not  take  the  counlel  of 
the  word,  the  fire  of  the  Lord  lhall  try  you.  And 
when  that  comes,  and  confcience  {hall  afk,  "W  herefore 
comes  all  this  great  evil  upon  me?  when  your  mife- 
ries  fhall  be  great,  O  it  fhall  be  faid,  This  was  becaufe 

T  4  I  loved 


imv 


v  * 1 


III: 


* 
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on  the  parable  of  the 


I  loved  not  the  Lord,  I  fcrfook  the  Lord,  &c/  O 

Sn.ir  to  the  Lord  now  to  cieanfe  y°u!  Zech* 

fihK  Jt  is  trf  there  »  difference,  but  is  it  pof- 

£  f  kxi0Y,  lf’  eeinS  that  a  falfe  heart  may  go  fo 
far.  e.pecially  to  know  it  in  itfelf?  ” 

Anf.  It  is  true,  it  is  difficult  for  men,  miniflers  or 
angels  to  reveal  it  yet  it  is  eafy  for  the  Lord  Tefus 

‘°  reHa  ,I,t’  and  this  he  does.  This  light"  dif- 

“umo  ail  truth  »"EA  ar,'ie7  -"A  h“  “SH  Ieads 
and  nonottr,  as  for  God  to  kr.ow,  lo  they  partaking 

,  lhe  d'v:ne  nature,  for  them  to  know  their  own 
hearts,  Jer.  xvu.  9.  And  although  it  be  an  eafy 
tmng  for  hypocrites,  that  never  knew  what  grace 
meant,  to  be  mtftaken,  yet  after  the  Lord  has  made 
it  known  to  the  deft,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  deceive 
tnem.  As  it  is  with  apothecaries,  that  know  when 
ney  meet  wit.i  counterfeit  drugs ;  or  jewellers,  that 
know  tne  difference  between  Brilloldtones  and  pearls. 
As  the  blind  man  iaith,  Whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I 
lee;  fo  I  was  dead;  now  behold  I  live.  “  Old  things 
..  are  Pjdj^d  away,  all  things  are  become  new.”  1  Pet. 
11.  9.  1  ney  are  “  called  out  of  darknefs  into  marvel¬ 

lous  light.’  If  they  could  not  fee  a  difference,  why  would 
the  Lord  command  them  to  add  one  grace  to  another 
and  “grow  in  grace?”  May  they  not  well  reply? 
Alas;  Lord  I  know  not  tralh  from  treafure.  I  know 
nothing  thou  hall  commanded  me  to  do,  but  hypocrites 
may  have  and  do.  I  fay,  therefore,  the  work  may  be 
leen  in  itfelf,  and  that  by  a  threefold  light. 

I.  The  light  ol  the.  word,  which  is  a  divine  revela¬ 
tion  of  or  concerning  God  and  man,  and  of  man,  not 
only  as  fallen  in  Adam  (which  difcovers  all  his  fins, 
tucir  natuie,  their  end,  &c.)  but  as  rifen  again  and 
recovered  in  Ghrifi,  the  birth,  being,  breeding  of  the 
new  creature.  It  difcovers  all  hypocrify  of  the  heart, 

fo 
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fo  that  they  fliall  be  forced  to  fay,  The  Lord  ha: 
found  me  out;  and  faints  (hall  fay,  The  Lord  has 
done  me  good.  As  if  the  quelhcn  be,  Whom  doth 
the  Lord  Jefus  love?  You  need  not  go  to  heaven  ior  it, 
u  the  word  is  nigh  thee.”  Thole  that  love  Limit : 
Who  are  thofe  ?  “  Thofe  that  keep  his  command- 
“  meats, ”,  &c.  So  that  the  word  is  a  light  to  uncover 
truth  from  falibood,  the  work  of  grace  from  the  work 
of  hypocrify  ;  and  by  this  light  faints  may  and  do  know 
what  the  , work  is.  And  it  argues  dreadful  unbelief 
and  hypocrify  hot  to  do  thus,  John  iii.  19,  20,  21. 
And  this  all  the  faints  are  commanded  to  do,  2  bet. 
i.  19.  “  We  (fealed  with  the  Spirit)  have  a  fare 
“  word  of  prophefy,”  &-C.  ”  W  hicu  is  a  light  in 
“  a  dark  place both  to  reveal  God’s  heart  and  our 
hearts  unto  us  ;  hence  it  it  makes  us  wife  to  ialva- 

Uon.” 

II.  The  light  of  the  Spirit  going  with  the  word, 
reveals  the  work;  without  which  the  work  cannot  be 
feen,  no  more  than  a  book  written  in  the  fairelt  hand 
or  print,  can  be  feen  without  light  to  lee  it  by  .  And 
hence  God’s  people  cannot  prefently  read  what  the 
Lord  has  written,  &c.  1  John  iii.  24.  1  hat  look 

as  it  is  with  leripture,  Papills  lay  they  are  obfcu.e,  and 
how  do  we  know  them  ?  We  anfwer,  there  are  divine 
characters  of  majeily  and  glory  {lamped  upon  them, 
whereby  we  by  the  fame  Spirit  that  wiit  them,  lee 
them,  and  are  perfuaded  ol  them  ;  lo  here.  Or  as 
it  is  in  the  work  of  creation  :  How  can  any  fee  God 
in  it  ?  We  fay,  in  the  very  workmanfhip  appears  his 
power  and  eternity,  wifdom,  goednefs,  &c.  Now  al¬ 
though  Atheills  cannot  fee  thefe,  yet  others  do  and 
can.  So  in  the  workmanfhip  of  the  eleCi,  it  is  fo. 
It  is  the  glafs  of  God’s  peculiar  mercy  and  love  ;  now 
they  that  never  had  it,  know  it  not,  but  the  faints  do, 
by  the  Spirit  efpecially.  Thus  far  we  grant  the  Spi¬ 
rit’s  teflimony,  that  it  muft  reveal  it. 

III. 


\ 


2i>'J  'rHE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

hJIL  The  3i4ht  of  experience  and  feme  :  For  faints 
ave  an  experimental  knowledge  of  the  work  of  .race 

7  ^irtue  ot  which  they  come  to  know  it  as  cerfainlv 

(as  we  difpute  again!!  the  Papilb)  as  by  feehng  heat 
we  know  fire  is  hot-  K«,  An-  ,  y  n&  neat» 
it  is  fweer  V  J fu-  ■  n  'oS  hon^-  know 

rience.  A  13  dlver%  apparent  to  expe- 

t\J'  ^  ™edltation  of  the  work,  in  comparing  it  with 

ritiiaUiV-  7  A  fCrad  creature  cai1  perform  one  ipi- 
ltual  living  act  of  life,  no  not  a  good  thought  though 

ley  may  think  ot  good  things.  Now  the  Lord  has 

g.ven  to  his  people  amok  exa  St  rule  of  life,  hence 

by  meditation  they  may  fee  how  far  it  agrees  or  difa 

gi  ees  witii  tile  rule,  and  judge  of  a  living  aft  by  it  • 

Hen  -  °  «  T  *  1  ,“d  Lard  °f  Iife  t0  be  the£ 

“  von  ”  tV1  7  JT[  !eS  ; rkn°W  y°u  110t  Chrift  is  in 

•  }  rl  ■  .And  hence  1  never  knew  )'et  a  think- 
ing  Chniuan  deceived,  and  hence  I  fear  all  that  make 

t.this  lheir  lrade>  will  be  to  feek,  and  fo  to  beoin 

S  b,  tht° Lord  leachet!l  his  r“P,e  hidtl“  4r- 

onemi  r>  aflleS’  .<een’  not  felt!  but  in  the  ’ 
i  «>n  of  ,t  it  may,  which  is  peculiar  as  the  form 

creature  ?hpV  l  W®  k"°W  WC  J°Ve  °r  deIight  in  any 

did  Ph  ;ft  ^  1  t  rPerat,fa  °f  l0VC  and  deliSht-  How 
chd  Ghnll  manifeh  to  the  Pharifees  that  they  were 

«.  1  n,e,'r  at,?Crohe  devil  •”  Wh>^  “  his  lulls  they 
would  do.  So  how  can  any  tell  he  knows  the 

Lord,  or  loves  the  Lord,  or  believes  in  the  Lord  ! 

Gal  «‘p  ,  C°yerf.  U’  James  "•  22‘  And  hence, 

,  .  /  Pa,lth  whlch  works  by  love.’*  And  though 

) >  poc rites  aft  bice  them,  yet  there  is  a  peculiar  virtue 
in  the  one  that  is  not  in  the  other. 

„  A  By  their  temptations  and  trials,  Dent.  viii.  2. 

«,  ',e  Lord  has  led  thee  forty  years,  to  prove  thee, 

and  mew  thee  what  was  in  thy  heart.”  Rom.  v.4,5. 

‘fc  Tribuu 
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«  Tribulation  breeds  experience,  and  that  Itope, 

‘‘Sion  of  that  which  (hall  never  make  us  »1W 

"P  Twill  name  no  more.  But  look,  as  vve  laid,  to 

rjs  -£  :vrit,rrhrr  £& 

mnv  vears  and  not  known  his  wants,  to  make  him 
pray  ?  V  the  Lord’s  work  of  mercy,  to  make  him 

^Objefc  2*  But  if  a  man  looks  to  his  work,  this  will 

interrupt  and  break  his  peace  t  a  falfe 

'  Anf.  x.  It  may  and  doth  nreak  a  *  T  i, 

peace  ;  as  many  fay,  yet  they  trull  m  the  ~ord 

inercv  O  it  is  a  preiumptuous  peace. 

-  ’  Ne^leCl  of  this  yields  moll  unpeaceab  ene  s, 

even  in  them  that  are  fincere.  You  have  peace,  and 
then  break  out  into  pride  and  paffion  again  >  then 
queftion  all.  The  Spirit  will  jigh,  not  flag  m  h 
bofom,  Pfalm  xxxi.  i,  2,  3.  Judg.  xvi.  20.  ^ 

can  you  avoid  the  condemnation  of  the  word,  thoub 
you  maintain  confolation  from  tne  Spiru,  nor  u  picion 

of  hypocrify.  Q 

o.  This  is  the  way  to  peace,  .2  Peter  1.  7,  o,  . 

Mat.  xi.  29,  30.  Ch rift’s  “  yoke  is  eafy,  and  yields 

peace,  in  life  and  after  life  too,  Rev.  xiv.  13.  I  hen 

‘‘  works  follow  them.”  So  that  hereby  comes  doub.e 

peace  and  reit. 

'  '  x.  From  horror. 

2  From  fin,  which  is  wonderful  great. 

fjbjecl.  3.  But  I  look  to  C.hrift,  I  look  to  no  work. 

If  1  have  him,  I  have  all. 

Anf  Trim-  Firl't  look  to  have  him,  to  be  compre¬ 
hended  by  him,  that  fo  you  may  comprehend  him. 
But  becaufe  you  look  for  all  in  him,  v-i  ^  you  oox  or 
nothin?  from  him  !  Will  you  have  Chnft  fit  in  heaven 
and  not  look  that  he  fubdue  your  lulls  by  the  work  of 
his  grace,  and  lb  fway  in  your  hearts  ?  \  ou  oefpife  his 
kingdom  then.  Do  you  leek  for  pardon  in  tne  blood 

of  Chrift,  and  never  look  for  the  virtue  and  end  of  that 
*  blood 


Til 
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Vmfd  dpTlf  !/sT'n“d|10mjk< 5  Ml  With,°Ut  &c-  ? 

i-k  f-  chrm  J  ritrL  “  D  -  ^ 

Chrift’s  u/nrl'  „  1  I  •  .  y°u’  and  you  not  to  do 
^  P  ,WOrk’  ;ld  br'ug  forth  fruit  to  him  >  You  def 

a  L  “ir“r  then-  J“hn  XV.  8.  Ifl  J  Z™: 

.  J  L  r  c„rift' l,uarti  1  WM!d>  11  i»  * 

Chrift  is  fweJr  r  b  h  hlS  work-  To  have 

heavy,  John  bv.  <•  Chrift,  is 

Object.  4.  But  if  I  have  the  witnefs  of  the  Snlnt 
w  tat  need  I  have  any  other  difference  ?  *  ’’ 

vr“ft,°f„at'isSpM- '"akes  r ,h<; M 

and  jollified  called,  ftnaified?  tef"fth ”  Spirft  dols 

*  tr,h;, Sr‘  .0  an  antru'h 

T  u.joetiv.vers  ate  under  wrath. 

2.  if  the  Spirit  does  not  witnefs  this  peculiar  work 
to  be  ,n  you  and  clear  it  to  you,  tell ‘me  how  you 

of’ he!  Tv'  TgUi  °f  Conlbience  and  the  terrors 

,/c  0Ur  hearts’  tmlels  conlbience  be  feared 
and  blinded  ?  When  the  T  ord  m  n  r  „  leared 

t*,  oik  n„H  f.a  f  r  ^  d  lhaH  fet  confluence 

v  ,v  and  fay,  I  chufe  none  but  whom  I  call  I 

call  none  but  whom  I  ioflitv  T  ;  a'c  *  ,* 

.  ,  ,  r  ,v..  111  1  juiuty,  l  julhfy  none  but 

whom  1  fancbly,  and  that  not  with  a  common,  but 

or  dou  nfulWr  :  ^  10  With  y°U  ?  If  k  be  dark  • 

or  doubtful,  can  you  but  think  all  your  joys  have 

ieen  dreams,  and  your  witnefs  delufions  ?  Therefore 
look  unto  this.  Ciure 

r°/Jf;  5‘  ,But  if/  d”  this,  I  lllould  look  to 

5nd  lon  e  cleannels  in  myfelf,  whereas  I  am  to  fee 

nothing  but  ungodlinefs  :  Goats  are  clean  creatures 
r.  When  you  hand  before  Chrill’s  judgment- 
feat  to  receive  pardon,  you  are  here  to  look  upon  all 
3S  unclean,  and  yourlelves  ungodly. 

2.  When  you  come  to  look  upon  your  fanftifica- 
turn  you  are  to  fee  it  as  it  is,  mixt  with  fin  and  cor- 
up  n  n,  an  •>  cauls  of  being  abafed  as  low  as  hell  for 
ivhat  is  done  ;  yet  that  cleannefs  and  truth  there  is, 


you 
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you  ffluft  fee  too,  Rom.  vii.  he  felt  “  a  law  warring 
m  a,.rainft  the  law  of  his  mind,”  yet  he  felt  another 
law^too,  which  he  made  an  evidence  of  his  being  in 
Chrift,  Rom.  viii.  i.  Giving  all  the  glory  of  it  to 
Chrift.  “  Not  I  but  Chrill.”  And  yet  Paul  was  no 
goat.  It  is  one  thing  to  fee  grace  in  myfelf,  another 
thing  to  look  upon  it  as  mine,  to  clear  me  wiu  aL 
You  are  to  fee  the  Lord’s  work,  and  not  appropriate 
it  to  yourfelf.  And  this  let  me  fay,  if  there  be  no 
more  than  ungodlinefs  in  thee,  and  thou  ledt  no 
more,  thou  (halt  never  fee  God  in  heaven,  rleb.  xu. 
14.  Nor  didft  never  fee  him  yet,  1  John  iit.  6.  3. 

O  therefore  look  to  a  work  ! 

j.  If  you  do  not,  you  have  no  peace,  hor  the 

Lord’s  fake  do  it  before  fire  try  you,  or  you  Hand 
fcorching  before  the  tribunal  of  God. 

2.  The  fweet  of  it  will  be  great,  as  there  is  nothing 
more  bitter  than  Chriil’s  departing  with  his  holy  pre¬ 
fence  ;  lb  nothing  fo  fweet  as  Chrilt’s  cleaving  to  thee 
in  his  holy  prefence.  And  truly  fin  was  never  bitter 
to  that  foul  to  which  the  work  of  the  Lord  jefus  was 
not  fweet,  though  it  is  accounted  by  fome  almolt  Po¬ 
pery  to  fpealc  fo.  lo  this  all  proimles  are  made, 
1  Tim.  iv,  8.  “  Godlinefs  hath  them.  ’  It  is  true, 
they  are  made  to  Chrift,  e.  to  Chrift  myftical, 
1  Cor.  xii.  ii.  yet  to  the  Head,  as  the  foundation  and 
conveyer  of  all  to  the  elect,  Eph.  i.  23-  -  Pet.  i.  3,  4. 
If  you  defpife  work,  you  defpife  promiles,  and  fo  defpife 
Chrift,  and  the  Lord  knows  what  ufe  you  may  have 
of  them  before  you  die. 

SECT.  VI. 

Ufe  7.  Of  Exhort,  i  O  the  people  of  God,  in  whom 
the  Lord  has  made  this  great  change,  and  made  a 
difference  between  you  and  all  the  world.  I  ake  heed 
of  denying  your  work,  and  this  real  apparent  exprc!- 
fion  of  the  Lord’s  love.  How  many  doubting,  droop¬ 
ing 
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ing  fpirits  are  there,  -that  though  others  may  fee,  and 
though  themfelves  have  felt  the  fenfible  expreffion  of 
the  Lord’s  love,  yet  oft  come  to  this  conclufion,  or 
tear  that  the  Lord  did  never  yet  good  unto  me  ?  And 
dilpute  agatnft  it,  and  think  that  this  an  hypocrite 
inay  have,  11a.  xlix.  14.  There  are  two  ways  where¬ 
by  grace  is  defpifed.  ^ 

1.  By  making  common  grace  fpecial. 

2.  By  making  fpecial  grace  common.  The  elect 
are  apt  to  do  l'o  before  they  are  called,  as  Paul  thought 
his  innocent  godhnels  gain  ;  they  are  apt  to  do  the 
latter  when  once  in  Lhrid.  All  this  we  may  have, 
and  yet  go  to  hell.  Oh  take  heed  of  defpifing  this 
kindnefs  which  the  Lord  Telus  has  hot  fhevvn  to  the 
greateft  potentates  of  the  world. 

Yea,  if  i  did  but  know  it ;  but  I  am  put  to  fuch 

feais  and  doubts  a'aout  it,  that  I  know  not  what  to 
make  on  it. 

Lo  not  trunk  that  tnou  art  under  the  power  of 
tny  fin,  wnen  thou  art  at  war  with  thy  fin,  and  it  with 
tnee.  For  the  Lord  many  tunes  clears  up  his  love  to 
the  foul,  and  it  is  better  than  life  to  him,  but  then 
winds  arife,  and  dorms  come,  and  fin  and  Satan 
a  [faults,  and  now  he  cries  out,  he  perifhes,  and  that 
ne  was  never  redeemed  by  Chrifl,  nor  never  law 
Lurid  s  love.  Snould  lus  loul  be  thus  enlnared, 
thus  a  (faulted,  and  no  firength  againft  it*  and  there¬ 
fore  being  under  die  power  of  it,  hence  lie  never  had 
paidon;  they  cannot  overcome  their  corruptions, 
though  they  drive  againft  them,  hence  think  they  are 
under  the  power  of  them,  and  then  fay,  Where  is 
Chrid’s  Spirit  ?  8tc.  Anf.  When  Rebekah  had 
twins,  fo  that  die  was  troubled,  Hie  went  to  the  Lord, 
who  told  her,  “  1  he  elder  fhall  l’erve  the  younger 
fo  there  is  He  fit  and  Spirit  in  faints,  and  °thefe 
two  are  contrary,  fo  that  you  cannot  do  the  things 
you  would  :  And,  fometimes,  cannot  will ;  yet, 
fometimes,  oppoleth  this.  Well,  know  it,  that 
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the  elder  and  ftronger  fhall  fsrve  the  younger,  it  fhall 
be,  Lord.  A  man  that  is  at  war  with  another,  has 
received  power  againlt  him,  but  victory  is  not  .gotten 
prefently  ;  fo  it  is  here ;  judgment  fhall  come  to  vic¬ 
tory.  Though  thou  art  bruifed,  and  canft  not  rails 
up  thyfelf ;  now  there  is  no  fear  of  breakings,  if 
God  will  not  do  that,  none  fhall  do  it,  and  therefore 
thou  (halt  get  victory.  Only  know  for  the  prefent, 
thou  haft  power.  Thou  goeit  to  all  ordinances,  and 
when  no  help  there,  raifelt  the  power  of  heaven.  Oh 
Lord  awake  !  “Awake,  Oh  arm  of  the  Lord!” 
Ifa.  li.  9. 

2.  Do  not  think  that  the  being  of  grace  is  loft, 
when  it  is  hid,  by  the  celfation  of  it  for  a  time  from 
afts.  For  it  is  hard  to  know  whether  grace  be  there, 
when  a£ts  are  not  feen  nor  felt;  now  fometimes  it  is 
fo :  the  heart  is  carelefs  and  negligent,  ceafeth  from 
a&lng,  quencheth  the  flame  of  the  Spirit.  Hence 
come  fears,  was  there  ever  grace  here:  the  fluggard’s 
garden  is  full  of  nettles,  and  he  faith,  Was  there  ever 
good  feed  fown  here  ?  A nf.  Conlider,  it  is  in  this  cafe, 
as  it  is  in  fin.  Though  the  ad  of  fm  ceafeth,  yet 
there  is  a  bent  of  heart  ftill  toward  it ;  and  a  carnal 
heart  will  return  to  his  old  bias,  and  bent  again  :  So 
though  the  a  &  of  grace  ceafeth,  yet  there  is  an  inner 
man,  a  gracious  bent  and  frame  put  upon  the  will, 
that  though  for  a  time  it  ceafeth  a£ting,  yet  it  will 
return  to  its  old  bent  again,  to  its  own  nature,  which 
is  called  “  the  feed  of  God/’  1  John  iii.  9.  From 
which  a  man  can  never  fall.  For  in  lleep  there  is 
celfation  from  ads,  yet  the  frame  remains  ftill.  In 
the  old  law,  if  any  unclean  thing  fell  on  a  pitcher,  it 
was  accounted  unclean;  but  if  in  a  fpring,  not;  be- 
caufe  it  would  work  it  out  again  ;  fo  here  :  There  is 
a  fpring  of  grace,  which  may  be  muddied  and  flopt  up, 
yet  it  will  work  itfelf  clear  again.  And  this  God’s 
people  fhall  find,  there  is  fomething  in  them  that 
fprings  up  to  everlafling  life  all  their  days. 

3,  Do 
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3.  Do  not  judge  only  of  the  truth  and  meafure  of 
grace  by  what  thou  halt  in  thy  hand  of  feeling;  but 
by  what  thou  haft  in  thy  hand  of  faith  in  the  promife 
God  has  ever  delighted  to  keep  his  people  fliort  of 
what  they  would  have,  and  to  give  them  but  little 
info  much  that  they  often  queftion  the  truth  of  grace’ 
feeling  fo  little  meafure  of  it.  Yet,  they  look  to  the 
riches  of  God’s.  grace,  to  the  freenefs  and  riches  of 
the  Lord’s  promife,  and  hang  there,  and  plead  that, 
and  luck  that  break.  Anf.  O  now  conlider  thou 
art  empty,  but  remember  the  Lord  Jefus  is  full,  and 
the  promife  is  free  and  full.  O  the  riches  of  it,  to 
give  abundantly,  and  to  work  truth  in  thee  !  Hence 
it  is  tnere  in  the  promife,  and  thy  faith  hangs  on  the 
promife  for  it :  _  Why,  it  is  thine  by  faith  then.  The 
natuie  of  faith  is  to  carry  the  foul  empty  to  a  promife 
and  the  Lora’s  grace,  and  Chrill  there,  fo  that  jt 
knows  not  whither  eke  to  go  for  bread  but  here. 
Now  faith  doing  thus,  it  makes  the  promife  and  all 
oi  it  thine.  2  Peter  i.  1.4.  Abraham  had  his  child 
firft  in  the  promife,  when  he  left  a  dry  body,  and 
law  a  barren  womb.  And  know  it,  it  is  infinite  imer- 
cy  to  be  kept  up  in  the  promife,  and  thou  giveft  the 
Lord  infinite  glory  by  embracing  of  it  now,  and  thou 
mayeft  triumph  here.  “  Haft  not  thou  faid,  Lord, 

‘f  that  Solomon  /hall  reign,”  and  fin  lhall  not  ?  It 
iliall  not.  O  rejoice  O  heavens  and  earth  at  this, 
lor  the  Lord  has  vifited  me  !  God  took  from  Paul 
his  revelations,  and  fent  diftempers,  that  grace  might 
be  manifelted  in  the  promife. 

4.  Do  not  think  that  the  Lord’s  heart  is  not  to- 
warsrs  thee,  while  he  hides  his  face  from  thee.  For 
there  may  be  frowns  in  a  father’s  face,  and  yet  love 
in  his  heart :  the  Lord  purpofely  hides  himfelf  from  his 
people  fometimes,  efpecially  when  they  begin  to  grow 
weary  of  him,  or  proud,  but  yet  his  heart  is  towards 
them  ftill.  Now  they  think  not  fo,  when  in  utter 
darknefs,  then  they  think  there  ip  no  love.  The 
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woman  of  Canaan  befought  Ghrift  oft,  yet  he  heard 
not,  yet  his  heart  was'  towards  her.  How  did  that 
appear  ?  Her  heart  and  faith  was  fiili  toward  him, 
file  would  not  leave  him  though  Ihe  fhould  have  but 
crumbs.  Ifaiah  xxxv.  15.  and  viii.  17.  And  the 
Lord  doth  purpofely  hide  his  face  in  love,  that  his 
peoples  hearts  may  be  towards  him,  Hof.  v.  15* 
vi.  7. 

5.  Do  not  judge  of  the  Lord’s  love  and  heart  to¬ 
ward  you  in  thefe  fad  times  by  prefent  feelings,  but 
by  the  iffue  of  them.  For  inch  is  the  Lord’s  carriage 
towards  his  people  fometimes,  that  God  feems  whol¬ 
ly  to  crofs  them,  and  appears  in  all  their  ways  with 
a  drawn  fword  again!!  them.  He  doth  not  only  leave 
them  to  their  enemies,  as  he  did  Sampfon,  but  to  their 
fins,  and  to  Satan  to  buffet  them,  that?  there  is  no¬ 
thing  but  clouds  of  wrath,  and  no  ftar  appearing* 
Now  look  to  the  iffue,  and  “  mark  the  upright  man, 
“  his  end  is  peace;”  and  confider  this,  ChrilPs  king¬ 
dom  is  hid,  and  he  brings  contraries  out  of  contraries, 
he  makes  darknefs  light,  hell  heaven,  guilt  pardon, 
weaknefs  llrength,  and  calls  things  that  are  not,  as 
though  they  were.  Then  think  within  thyfelf,  I  will 
conclude  nothing  againlt  myfelf,  but  flay  and  wait 
what  the  iffue  will  be,  which  is  ever  glorious,  James 
i.  2,  3,  4.  1  Peter  i,  5,  6,  7.  Confider,  has  not  the 

Lord  done  thee  much  good  already  ?  O  confider  what 
is  then  behind! 

6.  Never  enter  into  difpuFe  with  Satan,  or  thine  own 
felf,  about  thy  ellate,  but  taking  and  making  ferip- 
tiire  and  word  to  be  the  judge  of  the  controverfy. 
Fears  come  in,  you  lhall  never  have  mercy,  never  have 
power;  who  told  you  fo?  Doth  the  word  lay  that? 
The  Lord  never  gave  himfelf  to  me,  I  fear  it!  Doth 
the  word  fay  for  Never  was  any  as  I;  doth  the  word 
fay  fo!  Or  doth  not  the  word  fay  fo,  God  delights  to 
pick  out  the  vilelt,  to  fend  the  phyfician  to  them  that 
be  fick.  I  cannot  fee  nor  conceive  any  mercy;  doth 
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the  word  fay  fo?  Are  not  the  Lord’s  thoughts  above 
tame?  I  have  not  that  peace  that  others  have,  there- 
ore  the  Lord  intends  none  toward  me;  doth  the  word 
lay  io?  O  but  others  if  they  knew  me,  would  loath 
me!  dot  i  the  word  lay  Jo ?  When  as  it  faith,  “Doubt- 
“  lefs  then  thou  art  our  Father,”  Il'aiah  Ixiii.  16.  And 
bring  before  this  judge  both  fkles,  not  only  what  fin 
can  lay  or  may  do  again  It  thee,  but  what  the  word  of 
tiie  Lord  Jeius  can  fay  for  thee,  Jer.  xxxi.  18.  20. 
Ephraim  cries  out  of  ftubbornefs  r  “  O  but  is  not  Eph¬ 
raim  my  only  fon?”  Hear  Ephraim  lamenting  too. 
And  hear  nothing  againlt  a  word.  Look  on  Paul  war¬ 
ring  again  It  Chrilt,  and  yet  the  law  of  Chrift  in  him 
alio,  Luke  xxiv.  25. 

7*  In  times  of  gieatef!  and  fmallell  fears,  remem¬ 
ber  to  be  humble  and  vile  in  thine  own  eyes,  worthy 
never  to  be  beloved.  And  let  the  Lord  have  his 
will  of  thee,  and  this  will  give  you  peace:  God  de¬ 
nies  mercy  to  that  man  that  will  be  lord  of  it :  To  be 
lure,  evidence  mercy  then  he  will  not;  and  when  he 
doth  manifefl  it,  it  is  then  when  poorelt  and  vilelt, 
and  heart  is  meek  and  humble,  Ilaiah  lvii.  15,  16.’ 
dVTatth.  xi.  29.  Q  the  Lord  opens  his  heart  and  love, 
when  once  his  will  is  dear.  The  Lord  calls  by  his* 
rod  and  frowns  now;  and  creates  peace.  Thus  you 
may  come  to  lee  ihe  work  oi  the  Lord’s  grace  in  you. 

The  mini  Hers,  to  take  heed  of  making  precious 
things  common,  by  giving  in  falfe  figns  and  evidences 
of  love,  but  look  up  to  the  Lord  for  a  fpecial  Spirit 
here. 

To  God’s  poor  people,  and  thankfulnefs.  O  that 
he  “  hath  called  thee  from  darknefs  into  marvellous 
light,  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son !”  O  that 
when  fo  many  come  near  to  mercy,  and  fall  fhort  of 
it;  yet  me  to  be  let  in!  Caleb  and  Jofliua  to  be  let 
into  Canaan,  when  the  reft  fo  near,  and  all  perifli! 
Blefs  the  Lord  for  all  affli&ions,  fears,  temptations, 
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enemies,  evils,  hidings  of  his  face,  hereby  he  has 
but  tried  thee  and  purged  away  thy  drols ;  and  be 
comforted  againit  all  reproaches  of  hypocrify  and 
apollacy,  and  a  proud  world  that  call  filth  in  the  face 
of  holinefs.  “  Now  we  are  ions  of  God,  it  appears 
“  not  what  we  {hall  be,  but  we  iliu.Il  be  like  him 
“  in  glory,”  in  grace,  in  honour,  in  his  kingdom  ; 
“  for°we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is.”  And  as  for  you 
that  live,  and  lie,  and  bed  it  with  your  eafe,  lulls, 
loath,  and  God  lends  you  means,  out  the  be.lows  a.e 
burnt,  the  lead  is  melted,  and  your  drofs'  not  con- 
fumed;  “Reprobate  filver  fhall  men  call  you,  and 
God  fhall  deltroy  all  your  confidence.”  But  you 
that  are  the  Lord’s,  p  that  you  would  fee  what  the 
Lord  has  done!  he  has  put  heaven  into  thy  foul,  and 
his  work  which  is  more  glorious  tnan  the  creation  of* 
heaven  and  earth. 

CHA.P.  XV.  SECT.  I. 

Shewing  then  the  hypocrify  of  the  heart  proceeds 
from  a  want  of  faving  illumination  in  the  under - 
ftanding .  * 

%  *’■'  t  ;*■  ,  }  S,,  ■'  L-',V.  •  ...  '  -,*•  '  .  ’  \  '  \  ...  /-.  \  l  \  •  •  '  -  J 

HTHE  fpring  or  the  great  caufe  and  original  cf 
evangelical  truth  and  hypocrify  is  the  mind  of 

man. 

For  here  there  was  an  apparent  difference  between 
virgins  in  their  practice  and  in  their  wills,  as  has  been 
(hewn;  yet  the  Lord  expreffes  it  hi  general  thus* 
that  fame  of  them  were  wife,  (which  is  one  part  of 
the  perfection  of  the  underftanding)  and  fome  of 
them  were  foolifh  (which  is  the  great  defeCt  of  light 
in  the  mind  or  underftanding)  becaufe  the  truth  of 
the  one  and  the  falfehood  of  the  other,  manifelted 
what  their  hearts  were,  in  their  heads  and  minds; 
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sad  the  truth  In  the  one,  and.  hypocrify  in  the  other 
did  a  rife  and  was  maintained  by  wifdom  in  feme  of 
then  minds,  and  by  tolly  in  the  mind  of  fome  others* 
Folly  or  want  ol  divine  light  made  the  one  unready 
ior  C drift,  wifdom  or  having  of  divine  light,  made 
the  other  prepared  for  him :  not  that  it  doth  exclude 
the  evil  or  change  of  the  will  and  affections,  but  be- 
caufe  they  manitelt  themfelves,  and  are  maintained  in 

i  '  3  ^  one  great  reafon  or  original 

of  both  lies  in  the  mind.  Matth.  vi.  22,  23.  “  If 

“  thy  eye  be  fingle,  thy  whole  body  is  light,”  &c* 

•  The  eye  or  mind  of  a  man  fits  like  a  coach-man,  and 
guides  the  head-ftrong  affeCtions;  if  now  this  be 
blind,  there  will  be  falls  and  deviations  in  crooked 
ways,  John  iii.  19,  20.  u  Light  is  come.”  Now 
what  is  the  condemnation?  Men  love  darknefs,” 
i.  e.  will  be  blind,  and  having  fore  minds  and  hearts, 
will  not  look  up  to  the  fun.  They  fee  not,  nor  receive 
not  the  truth  in  love,  and  hence  condemned,  and  <?. 
contra.  Hence  Dent.  xxix.  1,  2,  3,  4.  Mofes  fets 
down  the  caufes  of  all  their  evils:  “  The  Lord  has 
“  ,not  given  you  eyes  to  fee  to  this  day.”  They  did 
fee  and  hear  by  natural  and  acquired  knowledge,  but 
not  by  a  divine,  created,  infufed  knowledge,  all  that 
God  had  wrought  and  don,e  for  them:  Hence  when 
the  Lord  intends  to  feai  down  the  Jews  under  unbe¬ 
lief.  Ifaiah  vi.  10.  The  Lord  then  faid,  “  Shut 
their  eyes 'left  they  fee,  and  fo  be  converted.”  The 
heart  makes  the  eyes  blind,  and  the  mind  makes  the 
heart  fat.  A  man  that  is  at  enmity  with  God,  the 
Lord  fets  him  againft  himfelf.  Hence  men  are  left  of 
God  to  their  own  luffs,  Luke  xix.  42.  44.  u  G 
4t  that  thou  hadi't  known !  and  they  knew  not 
4£  the  day  ot  vifitation.”  Hence,  Deut.  xxxii.  29. 

<£  O  that  this  people  bad  been  wife  to  confider  their 
latter  end!”  You  know  it  is  in  the  Proverbs  of 
Solomon  the  frequent  title  of  thofe  that  are  fincere 
and  falfe-hearted,  the  one  is  called  wife,  and  the  other 

foolifh; 
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fcoliih  ;  infomuch,  that  feme  divines  have  made  a  nc- 
ceffity  of  a  change  and  turning  about  of  the  will,  when 
there  is  fulnefs  and  clearneis  of  light  in  the  mim  . 
Elfe  they  fay  a  man  might  be  fapient  and  yet  nnpius 
too,  which  cannot  be.  But  I  diipute  not  about  that ; 
there  be  many  brute  creatures  that  imitate  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  man,  yet  there  is  no  mind  ot  man  or  reason¬ 
able  foul  in  them;  to  hypocrites  may  have  excellent 
abilities  of  reafon,  and  yet  fall  fhort  of  that  new  mind, 
the  eye  and  director  of  the  whole  man,  that  the  iamts 
have.  It  is  ever  dark  night  with  them,  the  lun  ot 
glory  never*  did  yet  ariie  upon  them. 


SECT.  II. 


Because  all  divine  light  of  glory  is  ever  powerful 
through  Chrift  to  change  the  heart.  Hence  .  if  hypo- 
rites  had  it,  their  hearts  would  be  finCere,,  which  is  not 
fo,  and  hence  they  ever  want  it,  whatever  light  elfe 
they  have;  and  hence  thole  that  have  it  mull  be  fm- 
cere,  John  viii.  32.  “  You  fhall  know  the  truth,  and 
cc  it  fhall  make  you  free,”  i.  e.  from  your  bondage  ot 
fears  and  fins;  hence  David  prays  for  light,  Pfal.  cx*x* 
33,  34.  and  then  he  fhall  be  '*1  at  liberty.  As  iron 
is  drawn  to  the  load-ftone  by  a  fecret  hidden  virtue,  io 
there  is  a  fecret  virtue  ot  divine  light  that  draws  the 
motl  iron  heart;  nay,  changes  it,  John  xvii.  17. 
61  Sanftify  them  through  thy  truth,”  !kc.  For  this  is 
the  difference  between  God  and  man’s  teaching:  ana 
hence  when  the  gofpel  conies  in  power,  it  comes  in  de- 
monftration;  whereby  the  heart  is  mightily  overpower¬ 
ed,  that  it  cannot  but  fall  down  before  God,  whofe 
voice  and  truth  it  hears.  And  hence  the  young  man 
faw  fome  worth  in  Chrift,  but  not  enough,  and  hence  he 
forfook  Chrift.  Truth  is  not  Hones,  but  bread  to  them 
that  fee  it  indeed. 

2.  Becaufe  the  mind  is  the  firft  inlet  of  all  fin  and 
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grace,  .and  hence  all  hypoerify  fprings  from  thence. 

.  eT,e,7  rn  Slt3n  laid  his  train  to  blow  up  all  the 
u-orld 1  Ify  fin,  he  firft  enters  into  difpute  and  parly 

rp.t  ,^e’  aac^  as  L^te  apoftle  l'peaks,  deceived  her,  i 
t*  i>-  14-  1  h_  woman  was  firlt  deceived.” 

And  hence  when  Satan  came  with  his  lafl  and  ftrong- 
elt  temptation,  to  draw  away  the  heart  of  Chrift  To 
him,  he  attempted  it  by  a  hidden  prefentin?  to  his 
inmd  the  glory  of  all  the  world,  hoping  hereby  to 
get  in.  Nay,  in  the  unpardonable  fin  there  is  fumma 
cacitas,  to  cad  evil  good;  and  good  evil.  And 
hence  tlie  Pharilees  that  did  commit  it,  were  called 
blind;  and  when  fin  is  entered,  it  ftrengthens  itfelf 
ay  the  mind,  Heb.  iii.  13.  “  Left  any  of  you  be 

‘  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.”  As  it  is 
with  cities,  they  might  eafily  be  taken,  but  for  the 
forts  that  are  built  about  them,  and  the  foldiers  that 
are  in  them  :  fo  men  fee  up  their  hearts  and  minds  a- 
bove,  and  againft  the  Lord  Jefus.  The  power  of  fin 
lies  in  the.  power  of  darknefs,  as  the  power  of  a 
weak  ftate  in  the  wifdom  of  its  counfel.  And  hence 
when  the  Spirit  comes,  all  the  work  of  it  is  expreff- 
ed  by  conviction  oi  fin,  righteoufnefs  and  judgment, 
becaufe  convince  one  effectually,  and  you  convert 
bim.  And  hence  vAen  the  Lord  comes  with  life, 
lie  comes  in  by  light,  Ephefians  v.  14.  “  Chrift  fhall 

give  thee  light.”  And  hence  when  the  gofpel 
comes  to  take  away  all  darknefs  and  fin,  it  is  laid, 
uatan  s  chief  policy  lies  in  this,  to  blind  mens  eyes, 

2.  Cor.  iv.  4.  Either  by  obfeuring  the  light,  or  by 
kindling  a  falfe  light  in  their  minds,  that  they  fhall 
think  they  fee,  when  their  darknefs  remains;  not 
but  that  there  is  filth  enough  in  the  will,  but  Satan 
.  knows  that  Chrift  fliines  into  the  heart  by  the  mind; 

,  and. hence  he  blinds  men,  and  then  he  knows  he 
fhall  damn  men.  Beloved,  if  men  had  the  Spirit, 
it  would  lead  them  into  all  truth,  now  this  the  world 
cannot  receive,  becaufe,  John  xiv,  17.  “It  knows 
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.«  him  not.”  This  is  that  which  opens  and  finite 
to  all  life  and  f.n  ;  not  that  bare  light  can  change  the 
will  but  the  Lord  doth  it  by  the  power  of  Lis  truth 

and’ light:  and  as  it  is  with  water  coming  through 

feme  mines,  there  is  a  healing  virtue  in  it,  lo  jg  t 
coming  from  everlalting  love,  it  heals  men  of  then 

evils. 

s  .  U'  , 

1  SECT.  III. 

Ufe  I.  Hence  fee  the  danger  of  two  forts  of 

i  Of  thofe  that.  Qv  from  the  light,  vvluch  is 
done  fundry  ways.  I  will  mention  only  one,  that  is 
ufed  by  a  falfe  heart.  A  man  is  troubled  in  mmu 
concerning  his  eftate,  fears  death  and  hell,  and  lo 
few  fhall  be  faved,  how  can  I  be  one,  ^c.  How 
comes  he  to  fear?  The  Lord  has  by  his  Spirit  in  the 
word  difeovered  and  found  out  his  fin,  the  truer  is 
taken  and  apprehended,  and  condemned,  he  hears 
Hill,  but  yet  can  find  no  peace.  Why  ?  Became  he 
lives  in  thofe  fins  that  he  is  convinced  of.  Hence  the 
word  raifeth  damps  and  heart-qualms,  that  he  has  no 
peace,  but  is  ever  pulled  from  his  own  bottom  and 
hypocrify,  and  the  word  difcpvers  more  fins,  and 
hence  has  no  peace.  The  word  will  not  give  nor 
offer  Chrift  and  a  bafe  luff  together,  nor  will  not 
fuller  any  to  have  them  both  in  peace,  lleieupon  .he 
foul  finding  no  reft  nor  peace  (which  the  falfe  heart 
feeffs  for  chiefly)  flies  from  the  light,  eipecially  it  it 
has  found  out  a  fhorter  cut  to  its  peace,  by  any  device 
or  golden  delufions  of  men.  And  o  w  uiwy 
hear  there  no  more,  and  now  the  pubhfhers  of 
God's  truth  are  tyrannical  tormenters  of  the  con- 
fciences  of  them  that  be  v\  eak,  falie  prophets,  tnat 
lead  them  out  of  the  way  of  peace.  And  bec.au fe  of 
this,  they  think  they  were  led  out  ol  the  way  of 
truth,  becaufe  out  of  the  way  of  peace.  Or  if  they 

U4"  do 
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mTfTi  ft.  7  f,t,  with  and  contempt  „f 

-  -  f  &  t 

L!r  kSZ"  T“  °‘Jrt  sS?  r”al 

haveWhUeih°hfe’  COilqUerin°  and  to  conquer.”* 'Men 

av  u  •  ,yhea  f  and  ftrong  hearts>  aqd 

fin  is  c8ft  /  F  I'"117*  And  henCe  :"1»«  one 
M  is  tall  away,  another  Heps  into  the  room  of  it 

and  when  ttiat  is  gone,  another  fupplies  the  place  of 
®nd  oommonly  the  ftrongeft  fin  and  temptation  is 

d  .“of '’T  Chri“  E°eS  °"’  rides  »”  ™  'he 

Thof°  th»,  J'  m  \C0?q'"nnB  a,“1  >°  “"luer  Kill. 

A  hole  that  do  yield,  he  faves;  thofe  that  will  not  he 

ays.  Now  thefe  poor  creatures  have  had  Chr’ilt’s 

arrows  in  them,  and  are  wounded  for  fome  fin,  but 

the  Lord  difcovcrs  more  ltill;  hence  at  laft  they  fly-  a- 

way  With  the  arrows  in  their  hearts  for  eafe.  O  noor 

creatures,  know  it,  the  Lord  Jefus  will  find  you  out  * 

You  will  not  be  conquered  by  him,  you  fhall  never 

',farved  by  j!lf-  y°a  have  light,  you  ihall  have 
elufions,  endleis  unknown  hypocrify  and  darknefs  to 

be  your  portion.  There  is  never  a  plain  heart  but  he 
accounts  that  wound  and  trouble  greateft  mercy,  and 

bleffeth  the  Lord,  that  he  will  not  give  him  his  fins 
and  peace  with  them  too. 


2.  Thofe  that  fly  not  from  the  light  of  the  truth 
but  give  it  the  hearing,  but  yet  let  it  flip;  either  not 
binding  it  then,  or  not  pondering  it  afterwards;  that 
bemre  they  come,  thirl!  not  for  more  light,  look  not 
tip  lor  it,  nor  are  mourning  when  the  Lord  hides  it 
jrorn  their  eyes.  Some  there  be  that  be  filch  all- 
iunicient  men,  lo  good  they  need  be  no  better,  fo 
wife  that  they  need  no  more;  fome  inefficient  indeed 
to  know,  and  hence  ever  learning,  hearing,  but  ne¬ 
ver  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  If  light 
breaks  not  in,  they  can  lie  in  darknefs  Hill,  and  not 
mourn;  and  think  no  more  of  it  than  a  talc  that  is 

told,  (\ 
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told,  or  news  that  Is  brought.  O  look  to  your  Hand¬ 
ing  !  for  you  are  in  the  high  road  to  hypocriiy,  and 
it  is  impoffible  you  fhould  be  kept  from  it  that  ly  ib, 
John  xii.  35.  “Walk  while  you  have  the  light,  left 
**  darknefs  come  upon  you.  7  Satan  knew,  if  light 
came  in,  Chrift  would  come  in  :  And  therefore  know 
it,  all  that  time  thou  haft  heard  and  heard,  but  not 
with  divine  light,  haft  got  only ,  feme  what  to  prate  on 
now,  to  be  of  another  opinion  now  from  what  thou 
waft  :  O  now  Satan  has  been  let  loofe,  by  the  dread¬ 
ful  vengeance  of  almighty  vjjod,  to  olind  tnee,  that  fo 
thou  mightft  die  in  thy  hypocriiy  and  fin.  O  poor 
captives  !  mourn  under  this,  and  behold  your  danger 
for  time  to  come. 

UJe  2.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  many  that  have 
had  mighty  ftrong  affections  at  firlt  converfion,  af¬ 
terwards  become  dry,  and  wither,  and  confume,  and 
pine,  and  die  away,  and  now  their  hypocrify  is  mani- 
feft,  if  not  to  all  the  world  by  open  prophanenefs, 
yet  to  the  difcerning  eye  of  living  Chriftians,  by  a 
formal,  barren,  unfavoury,  unfruitful  heart  and  courfe, 
hecaufe  they  never  had  light  to  conviction  as  yet. 
You  lliall  have  fome  ignorant  creatures  awakened  by 
feme  thundering  miniftry,  weep  and  mourn  for  fin, 
and  after  vanifh  into  fmoke,  being  never  convinced 
of  fin.  Land-floods  of  furrow,  without  a  fpring  of 
light,  are  dried  up,  and  make  the  heart  more  fruit¬ 
ful  in  fin  afterward.  Many  go  under  fears  of  wrath, 
and  never  get  peace,  becaul'e  never  convinced  of  wrath. 
Many  are  affeded  with  Chrift,  and  with  joy  of  the 
gofpel,  as  the  ftony  ground,  but  they  wanting  depth 
of  earth,  of  conviction,  die  away  again  ;  and  hence 
all  the  world  can  never  flop  a  Chrillian  in  his 
Ihining  profeffion,  no  more  than  they  can  the  fun  in 
his  courfe,  as  Paul,  2  Cor.  v.  xx.  “  We  knowing  the 
terror  of  the  Lord,  perfwade  men.”  And  hence 
Mofes,  Heb.  xi.  27.  feared  no  frowns  of  Pharaoh, 
cared  for  no  honours  from  Pharaoh,  he  faw  the  God 

that 
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that  was  invifible  ;  and  hence  Chrift  prays  for  his  dif- 
Ciples,  to  be  kept  from  evil.  “  The  world  has  not 

‘known  me,  but  thefe  have  known  me,”  John  xvii. 

vVhen  men  are  condemned  to  die,  they  take  on,  be¬ 
came  now  they  lee  death,  but  here  in  time  of  health 
tney  lee  it  not.  It  men  wrong  a  child,  their  heart 
imues  them,  and  grieves;  but  the  Lord  is  abafed  dif- 
honoured,  and  men  are  not  affected,  becaufe  ’they 
want  light,  and  fee  it  not :  If  men  be  to  match  with 
a  prince,  or  hand  before  him,  it  is  counted  bleffednefs; 
but  before  Chrift,  it  is  a  burden,  becaufe  mqn  know  it 
not.  It  is  ftrange  to  fee  fome  people  carried  with 
mighty  affe&ion  again!!  fin  and  hell,  and  after  Chrift. 
And  what  is  hell  you  fear  ?  A  dreadful  place.  What 
L  Chrift .  I  hey  Icarce  know  fo  much  as  devils  do 
but  that  is  all:  O  trull  them  not  l~  Many  have,  and’ 
thele  will  all  away,  to  fome  lull,  or  opinion,  or  pride, 
or  world  ;  and  the  reafon  is,  they  never  had  light 

Kt*  |  ^  ^  ^  n  was  a  burning  and  Ihin- 

“  Ing  bgiit,  and  they  did  joy  in  him  for  a  feafon,”  yet 

as  glorious  as  it  was,  they  faw  not  Chrift  by  it,  especi¬ 
ally  not  with  divine  light.  It  is  rare  to  fee  Chriftians 
full  both  of  light  and  afledion.  And  therefore  confl¬ 
ict  of  this,  many  a  man  has  been  well  brought  up, 
and  is  of  a  fweet,  loving  nature,  mild,  and  gentle,  and 
Jiarmleis,  likes  and  loves  the  bell  things,  and  his  ' 
meaning,  and  mind,  and  heart  is  good,  and  has  more 
in  heart  than  in  fiiew,  and  fo  hopes  all  lhall  go  well 
ivith  him.  1  fay,  there  may  lie  greateft  hypocrify 
under  greateft  affeaions;  efpecially  if  they  want  light. 
You  fhall  be  liardned  in  your  hypocrify  by  them."  I 
never  liked  violent  affe&ions  and  pangs,  but  only  fuch 
as  were  dropt  in  by  light ;  becaufe  thofe  come  from 
an  external  principle,  and  laft  not,  but  thefe  do. 
Men  are  not  affrighted  by  the  light  of  the  fun,  though 
clearer  than  the  lightning. 

Uje  3*  Hence  take  heed  of  contenting  yourfelves 
with  every  kind  of  knowledge  :  Do  not  worfhip  every 
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linage  in  your  own  beads ;  efpecially  you  that  fall 
lhort  of  truth  or  the  knowledge  of  it ;  for  when  you 
have  fome,  there  may  be  yet  that  wanting  which  may- 
make  you  fincere.  There  are  many  men  of  great 
knowledge,  able  to  teach  themielves  and  others  too, 
and  yet  their  hearts  are  unhand.  How  comes  this 
to  oafs  ?  Is  it  becaufe  they  have  fo  much  light  ?  No, 
but  becaufe  they  want  much  ;  and  therefore  content 
not  yourfelves  with  every  knowledge,  i  ncie  is  l>,m£ 
knowledge  which  men  have  by  the  light  of  nature, 
(which  leaves  them  without  excufe)  from  the  book 
of  creation,  fome  by  power  of  education,  fome  by  the 
light  of  the  law,  whereby  men  may  know  their  hn  and 
evils,  fome  by  the  letter  of  the  gofpel,  and  fo  men 
may  know  much,  and  fpeak  well,  and  fo  >n  leeing 
“  lee  not fome,  by  the  Spirit  may  fee  much,  lo 
as  to  prophefy  in  Chrilt’s  name,  and  yet  be  bid  de¬ 
part,  Mat.  vii.  Now  there  is  a  light  ol  gloiy,  wheie- 
by  the  ele£t  fee  things  in  another  manner;  to  tell  you 
how,  they  cannot,  it  is  the  beginning  of  light  in 
heaven,  and  the  lame  Spirit  that  rills  Cot  ill,  filling 
their  minds,  that  they  know,  by  this  anointing,  all 
things,  which  if  ever  you  have,  you  mult  become 
babes  and  fools  in  your  own  eyes.  God  will  nevei 
write  his  law  in  your  minds,  till  all  the  fcribblings  of 
it  are  blotted  out.  Account  all  your  knowledge  lofs 
for  the  gaining  of  this.  It  is  lad  t<>  fee  many  a  man 
pleafmg  himlelf  in  his  own  dreaming  deluftons,  yet 
the  poor  creature  in  feeing  fees  not,  which  is  God’s 
heavy  curie  upon  men  under  greateft  means,  and 
which  lavs  all  walle  and  defolate,  Ilaian  vi.  “  how 
“  long?  Until  all  be  walle,”  ver.  11. 

Ufe  4.  Hence  fee  the  right  way  of  living  a  life  of 
truth,  of  “  being  an  Ifraelite  in  whom  is  no  guile.” 
Keep  light  in  your  minds,  and  you  will  keep  truth 
alive  in  your  hearts  and  lives.  Many  a  fincere  heart 
may  have  hypocrify  and  much  unfoundnels  in  him, 
though  he  be  no  hypocrite.  But  how  comes  it  fo  to 

be  ? 
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be  ?  And  whence  fo  little  truth?  and  whence  fo  many 

rears  and  doubts  about  their  eftates  continually  ?  O! 

men  loie  that*  glorious  light  that  fonietimes  they  have' 
lor  when  you  have  it  in  an  ordinance,  O  how  fweet 
is  the  Lord  and  all  his  ways  to  you  !  Afterward  you 

have  loll  your  hearts,  truly  it  is  becaufe  you  have  Jolt 
your  light. 

Two  ways  hypocrify  vents  itfelf,  which  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  oppofe.  F 

1.  In  fecret  withdrawing  of  the  heart  to  fin.  O 
now  get  light !  for  fin  never  draws  away,  but  by  ap¬ 
pearance  of  feme  good  at  leaft,  pro  bic  b?  nunc. 
James  i.  14.  Now  put  off  the  covering,  keep  the 
mind  Irom  being  deceived,  you  will  keep  the  heart 

from  being  hardened,  deaded  and  withdrawn  from 
God. 

2.  In  performing  duties,  but  not  for  Chrift,  as 

their  utmoft  end  ;  now  the  heart  is  bent  this  way, 
yet  it  fails,  becaufe  light  is  gone,  to  fee  and  behold 
the  glory  and  blelfednefs  of  this.  Men  that  have  hon¬ 
our  or  gain  in  their  eye,  are  carried  violently  after  it. 
Men  that  are  bound  for  a  voyage,  will  go  through  ; 
their  eye  leads  them.  Stephen  fpeaks  till  the  hones 
were  about  his  ears,  “  I  fee  Jefus,”  (faith  he)  “  at 
“  the,  right  hand  of  God.”  2  Cor.  xv.  58.  “  Be 

“  abundant  in  the  Lord’s  work,  knowing  that  your 
“  labour  is  not  in  vain.”  Hence  David,  Pfalm  cxix. 
begs  for  knowledge  of  this  and  that,  and  then  he  will 
do  it.  O  therefore  keep  it  in  your  minds  as  precious, 
Prov.  ii.  10.  “  If  knowledge  be  pleafant,”  &c.— ~ 
And  pray  to  God  to  keep  it  for  you.  Light  is  in 
the  fun,  and  not  ceafed  to  this  day :  fo,  if  the  Lord 
would  put  in  this  light,  and  be  the  perpetual  fountain 
thereof  to  you,  it  would  abide,  &c.  “  Thy  word 

“  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,”  &c.  Pfalm  cxix.  xi. 
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SECT.  IV. 

HeNCE  learn  the  cure  of  hypocrify,  viz.  remove 
the  caufe,  which  is  folly,  and  if  you  would  be  lmcere 
O  prize,  and  beg  for  more  light,  and  love  it,  and 
you  Aral l  then  after  you  have  digged  tor  it,  find  it. 
Would  it  not  be  fad  to  be  led  blind-fold  like  them, 
till  they  were  in  the  midll  of  Samaria,  fo  till  in  the 
midft  of  hell  ?  Would  it  not  be  fad  to  be  like  So¬ 
domites,  groping  for  the  door,  efpecially  you  that 
are  come  over  to  this  country  for  more  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrift.  O  then  beloved,  take  heed  you  bury 
not'your  minds  in  the  earth,  lofe  not  your  thoughts 
in  the  dung.  And  you  muft  hand  one  day  before 
God,  when  the  book  of  the  fecrets  of  your  hearts 
fliall  be  opened,  when  if  found  too  light,  then  would 
it  not  be  a  doleful  parting  to  lofe  the  Lord  joins  alter 
fuch  light  and  afiedions,  for  want  of  a  little  more 

light  ?  O  look  to  yourfeives  now  ! 

Means  i.  Stick  clofe  to  the  guidance  of  the 
feriptures,  and  love  them.  Mofes  Lull,  “  Then 
«  other  nations  fhall  fay,  what  people  fo  wife?” 
Deut.  iv.  6.  And  thefe  make  “  the  men  of  God 
“  (2  Tim.  iii.  15.)  full  of  God’s  Spirit,  wife  unto 
“  falvation  and  for  negleft  of  this,  the  Lord  gave, 
and  does  give  men  up  to  flvong  delusions,  that  they 
believe  lies,  viz.  “  betaufe  they  loved  not  the 
“  truth.”  Never  a  truth  but  is  unfealed  by  blood, 
and  revealed  to  be  the  infinite  wifdom  of  the  Father, 
and  love  to  poor  loft  men,  where  God  opens  ad  his 
heart;  if  men  will  defpife  thefe,  it  is  a  pity  but  they 
fhould  be  blinded.  Do  not  feoff  at  thole  that  know 
the  Lord  here,  they  are  feripture-learned  men,  it  not, 
never  Spirit-learned.  Take  this  for  your  counfellor, 
in  all  your  doubts  and  fears  it  will  teach  you.  A  man 
gets  an  opinion,  or  falls  in  love  with  a  iimul  corrup¬ 
tion,  both  deceive  him.  Why  fo  ?  Is  there  no  word 

againft 
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again  ft  it  ?  O  yes,  but  they  will  not  hear  it,  but  make 

, ”  ,  fcnpt’are  bow  down  to  them,  they  will  not 

■f  e<^  by  it.  O  intreat  the  Lord  to  keep  thee  from 
that.  ' 

Means  2.  Be  abundant  in  meditation  daily,  Pfalm 
cxix.  99.  ^  It  is  a  hundred  to  one  elfe  if  not  mfferab- 
V  t  e  u<^e(^-  ,  And  as  the  Spirit  convinceth  firft  of 
!m,  righteoufnefs  and  judgment,  fo  let  your  thoughts 

Oe.  1  iiis  makes  a  man  fee  far,  and  fee  much. 

Means  3.  .  Practife  what  you  know,  and  tafte  the 
iweetnefs  of  it  there,  Pfalm  cxix.  1 00.  And  then  the 
heart  will  grow  lavingly  lull  of  divine  light.  Nothing 
makes  men  foolifh  but  thh.  “  O  tafte  and  fee  !”  O 
if  men  knew  the  Iweet  of  nifts  way  of  truth,  they 
would^ever  walk  in  it,  and  bring  others  to  fubmit  to 
it!  “  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham,  that  will  teach  his 
“  family  Gen.  xviii.  17.  19.  . 

Means  4.  Gaft  tip  your  eyes  to  Chrift  glorified, 
being  full  of  the  Spirit  for  thee,  and  beg  of. him,  as 
if  he  were  with  thee  to  lend  it  down.  As  Solomon 
a  Iked  this.  See  John  vii.  39. 

Ufe  6.  O  learn  to  be  exceeding  thankful  for  any 
faving  light  the  Lord  has  kindled  in  you,  if  ever  it  has 
been  power!  ul  to  dilcover  and  remove  the  hidden  hy- 
pocrifv  of  thy  heart,  that  now  the  Lord  has  made 
thee  plain  and  ferious  for  him,  that  it  is  death  not  to 
live,  heaven  for  to  live  unto  him.  'O  then  blefs  the 
Lord  for  that  means  that  did  it  for  thee,  thou  mightft 
have  perilhed  in  tiiy  own  deluftons  and  dreams. 
Fime  was,  when  thou  waft  deceived  \  now  the  Lord 
lias  made  thy  eyes  brighter  than  the  fun,  to  fee  fuch 
things  as  are  hid  from  great  ones  in  the  world.  O 
though  it  be  but  a  little,  yet  if  real  and  faving  light, 
blefs  him.  A  man  that  has  been  in  midft  of  fands, 
and  without  a  pilot,  afterwards  looks  back,  and  faith, 
There  I  might  have  fpiit.  O  this  is  wonderful  to  him! 

O  Chrift  did  thus  !  “  I  thank  thee  thou  haft  hid,” 
&c.  Mat.  xt.  25.  I  he  Lord  has  hid  them  from 
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beads  and  hearts  of  many  wife  and  prudent,  and 
ever  they  fhall  be  hid,  and  e  contra ,  revealed  them 
to  thee,  a  babe,  a  weak  one,  a  poor  ignorant  one. 
Mat.  xvi.  17.  “  Flefh  and  blood  has  not  revealed  rtf 
fo  as  to  build  here  on  this  righteoufnefs,  to  bring  all 
light  and  life  from  Ghrilt,  and  cleave  alone  to  him., 
O  remember  you  are  called  “  out  ot  dancneis  into 
44  marvellous  light,  to  lhew  forth  his  virtues  !”  \Vhat 
canft  thou  defire  more  than  eternal  life?  And  this  is  it, 

1  John  v.  20.  John  xvii.  30. 
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CHAP.  XVI.  SECT.  I. 

/ 

That  hypocrites  difcover  themfelves  in  an  ineffeSlual  life 

of  the  means  of  grace . 

Secondly,  The  difference  between  the  wife  and  foolijb 

Virgins  is  Jet  down  more  particularly,  ver.  3,  4. 

r  jp HIS  particular  difference  is  declared  by  the  dif- 
A  ferent  practice  of  the  foolifh  and  wife  virgins 
each  from  other. 

1,  That  the  foolifh,  though  they  had  fo  much  wif- 
dom  (like  the  wife)  as  to  take  lamps,  yet  fo  much  fol¬ 
ly  was  bound  up  in  their  heart,  as  that  41  they  took 
4i  no  oil  in  their  veffels  for  their  lamps.” 

2.  That  the  wife  did  not  only  light  their  lamps,  but 
they  did  alfo  fill  their  veffels  with  oil,  that  either  their 
lamp  might  never  go  out,  or  if  it  did,  it  might  be 
foon  kindled  again.  More  plainly,  the  foolifh  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  the  name  and  blaze  of  out¬ 
ward  profeflion,  kindled  from  fome  inward,  yet 
lighter  and  more  fuperfiei al  flrokes  of  God’s  Spirit, 
neglecting  the  work  within :  but  the  wife  did  not  only 
carry  their  lamps  of  outward  profeflion,  but  they  filled 
their  veffels,  and  got  an  inward  principle  iff  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  to  maintain  their  profdiion  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  men,  and  their  uprightnefs  before  the  Lord. 
So  that  methinks  here  is  a  double  difference,  the  firft 
is  implied,  the  fecond  plainly  expreffed. 

r.  I  hat  which  is  implied  is  this,  that  the  foolifh 
made  choice  of  a  good  end,  viz.  to  meet  Chrift,  but 
it  was  with  an  ineflcftual  ufe  of  means  to  that  end, 
their  lamps  were  to  light  and  lead  them  to  Chrift. 
Thefe  lights  might  blaze  for  a  time,  but  they  would 
confume  without  oil.  "They  negle£t  that,  the  wife 
were  better  inftru&ed  than  fo. 

2.  The  fool i fli  glory  in  an  outward  profeffion,  as 
alfo  in  fome  fuperficial  affection,  without  an  inward 
principle  of  the  gracious  prefence  of  the  eternal  a- 
liointing  and  Spirit  in  them  ;  but  the  wife  have  it,  and 
are  carried  to  glory  by  it.  And  more  at  this  time  of 
the  lamps  and  veffels  I  {hail  not  fpeak. 

Doth  1. 1  hat  the  clofeft  hypocrites  of  virgin-churches 
*  difcover  themfelves  (at  leaf!  before  the  Lord)  in  an 
1/  effedtual  ufe  of  thofe  means  that  do  conduce  towards 
their  defired  and  expedted  end. 

The  bridegroom  is  here  looked  for,  the  prefence 
of  Chrift  Jefus  is  longed  for,  he  comes  in  the  night, 
they  mu  ft  meet  him  in  the  night.  Now  means  they 
ufe,  lamps  they  take,  and  fo  much  oil  as  kindles  their 
lamps  ;  but  oil  they  take  not  in  their  veffels,  the  only 
means  to  preferve  their  lamps  from  going  out,  that 
fo  they  may  meet  the  Lord,  and  not  be  {hut  out  from 
the  Lord,  as  at  laft  thefe  carelefs  virgins  were.  Search 
the  churches  for  the  prefent,  fearch  the  records  of 
paft  ages,  many  have  defired  and  looked  for  the 
Lord,  and  yet  have  loft  the  Lord,  their  end.  Why 
fo?  They  never  had  hearts  effedliially  to  ufe  and 
improve  the  means  to  that  end,  either  outward  or  in¬ 
ward.  Look  upon  men  out  of  the  church,  they  perilh 
becaufe  they  have  no  remedy,  they  have  no  lamps 
to  light,  they  have  no  bread  to  eat,  no  means  to  help. 
But  why  do  thofe  within  the  church  perifti  ?  Is  it 
becaufe  there  is  no  remedy  ?  No,  but  becaufe  they 

do 
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do  not  ufe  the  remedy.  Is  it  becaufe  they  want 
means?  No,  but  becaufe  they  do  not  effectually  im¬ 
prove  means.  Here  they  fall  ITiort,  hetein  they  dif- 
cover  themfelves.  Look  but  upon  this  next  parable 
of  the  talents,  ver.  25.  One  ol  them  was  call  off,  and 
call  out.  Why?  Becaufe  he  had  no  talent.  No, 
but  becaufe  he  had  no  mind  nor  lilt  to  ufe  his  talent, 
he  did  not  make  his*  gain  out  of  it  to  attain  his  end. 
All  ordinances  of  Goci,  and  all  that  time  we  have  un¬ 
der  them  are  talents.  Now  wherein  do  hypocrites 
fail?  There  is  a  fecret  gain  of  ordinances  which  hy¬ 
pocrites  regard  not,  and  hence  the  belt  hypocrite 
lives  in  debt,  and  dies  a  beggar.  For  Prov.  xvi.  17. 
m  Wherefore,  is  there  a  price  in  the  hand  of  a  fool, 
“  but  no  heart  to  ufe  it?’5  Precious  liberties,  ordi¬ 
nances,  that  many  have  defired  to  fee,  and  have  not 
feen  them.  Why  does  the  Lord  betrult  them  with 
fuch  as  ufe  them  not?  O  he  has  them,  but  here  is 
his  wound,  he  has  no  heart  to  ufe  them!  Look 
throughout  all  the  word,  why  have  many  let  a  great 
price  on  Chriit,  and  yet  have  loll  him?  Becauie 
like  hingling  chapmen,  they  have  had  a  defire  to  the 
commodity,  but  they  have  been  loath  to  be  at  the 
colt  to  ufe  the  means  for  it.  The  gofpel  brings 
Chrift  and  immortality  to  light,  and  this  Serpent  is 
lifted  up,  this  Lamb  flain  before  mens  eyes,  and  this 
bread  put  to  mens  lips  and  mouths.  Why  are  not 
all  pofleffed  of  him,  bleffed  in  him?  The  Lord 
faith,  “  Come,  and  the  Spirit  faith,  Come,  and  the 
“  bride  faith,  Come Why  the  reafon  is,  men  will 
not  ufe  the  means  for  him,  Ifaiah  lv.  2,  3,  4.  Men 
will  lay  out  their  money,  though  it  be  for  “  that 
“  which  is  not  bread.”  Jer.  ii.  5,  6,  7,  8.  “  I  brought 
a  them  through  pits  into  a  pleafant  land,  to  eat  the 
“  goodnefs  thereof.”  And  doubtlefs  he  brought  not 
a  herd  of  fwine  into  Canaan,  only  tp  enjoy  the  out¬ 
ward  bleflings  and  IV/ ill  of  Canaan,  but  to  enjoy  the 
good  of  his  temple,  ordinances,  &c.  But  where 
was  thsir  wound?  “  Neither  priefts  nor  people  faid, 
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“  Where  is  the  Lord  ?”  i.  e.  Where  is  the  Lord  in 
thefe  ways,  that  we  can  come  at  la'll  to  the  full  enjoy- 
jnent  of  him  by  thefe?  This  they  negle&ed.  Me- 
thmks  it  is  with  the  bell  hypocrites  as  it  is  with  di¬ 
vers  merchants,  they  prize  and  defire  the  gain  of 
merchandize,  but  to  be  at  the  trouble  to  prepare  the 
fh’P,  to  put  themfelves  upon  hazards  and  dangers  of 
the  fliip,  to  go  and  fetch  the  tre»fure  that  they  prize, 
this  they  will  never  do.  So  many  prize  and  defire 
earneftly  the  treafures  of  heaven,  here  is  their  end, 
but  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  a  heaven-voyage  to  bring 
this  treafure,  to  “  pafs  through  the  valley  of  Baca,” 
tears,  temptations,  the  powers  of  darknefs,  the  breaches, 
oppofitions,  and  contradictions  of  a  ftnful,  unbelieving 
heart,  good  and  evil  report,  to  pafs  from  one  depth  and 
wave  to  another,  this  the  belt  hypocrite  fails  in,  and 
hence  loles  all  at  lalt.  And  this  I  conceive  to  be  one 
of  the  great  differences  between  the  llrong  defires  and 
elteems  of  hypocrites  and  faints. 

SECT.  II. 

W. 

p.eafan  i.  IN  regard  of  God ;  bpcaufe  this  neglect 
is  one  of  the  great  means  by  which  he  does  execute 
his  eternal  rejection  of  men,  and  hence  here  they  ever 

do  fail.  For  fir  ft,  the  Lord  has  chofen  fome  to  life; 
the  end. 

2.  He  chufeth  certain  means  to  lead  to  this  end. 

3.  He  purpofeth  to  carry  all  his  eledt  by  thefe 
means  to  that  end ;  themfelves  cannot,  hence  the 
Lord  doth.  And  hence  arifeth  the  gi>eat  peace  and 
fupport  of  the  faints,  when  they  look  upon  the  ever- 
lalling  mountains  of  hindrances  and  impoffibilities  in 
their  way,  the  Lord  has  undertaken  to  carry  them 
through  them,  John  x:vii.  15.  That  when  heart  and 
ilrength  fails,  he  will  be  heart  and  ftrength,  and 
guide  by  his  counfel,  and  bring  to  his  glory.  And 
hence  as  all  the  ek£t  are  to  be  certainly  carried 
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Uiro5  all  means  to  their  end,  and  this  is  proper  to  them, 
fo  hence  the  belt  hypocrite  being  never  appointed 
certainly  to  come  to  this  end,  ever  fails  in  the  ule  o 
means;  there  he  is  and  ihall  be  forfaken  of  God,  and 
for  fake  God.  Hence  John  vi.  When  many  uled  the 
means,  and  followed  Chrilt  for  a  time,  that  they 
might  have  life,  at  lalt  they  for  look  Chrilt  and  means 
to  have  him.  Why  ?  ver.  65.  _  Becaufe  “  none  can 
“  come  to  me,  except  it  were  given  him  of  the  fa¬ 
il  ther.”  Hence  look  as  certainly  as  the  decree  01, 
reprobation  Ihall  hand,  he  having  not  appointed  them 
to  the  end;  fo  he  never  carries  them  through  all  means 
to  that  end,  and  therefore  here  they  do  ever  fail.  As 
it  is  in  a  family,  thole  that  the  lord  of  the  family  in¬ 
tends  to  give  his  eftate  unto,  he  keeps  a  ftrift  eye  u- 
pon  them,  keeps  them  under  the  government  of  the 
family;  as  for  others,  let  them  go  where  they  will, 
and  do  what  they  will;  fo  here,  ail  that  lliall  enjoy 
God,  are  put  under  the  kingdom  of  the  Son.  Hence 
he  is  laid  to  be  given  up:  To  others  he  will  fay,  you 
love  liberty,  take  it  then. 

Reafon  2.  Becaufe  the  Lord,  and  fellowfhip  with 
him,  is  never  indeed  their  laid  and  lit  mod  end,  oi 
their  only  end,  but  they  have  fome  other  end  ot  their 
own,;  and  hence  they  are  never  carried  ftrongly 
through  all  means  to  that  end.  For  this  is  the  nature 
of  a  man’s  lalt  and  utmoft  end;  it  carries  a  man  with¬ 
out  any  Hop  toward  it,  and  that  with  delight.  As  a 
man  that  has  honour  and  preferment,  and  great  hopes 
in  his  eye,  that  is  reaching  to  the  top  ol  his  afpiring 
thoughts,  he  will  ride,  and  run,  and  flatter,  and  iin, 
&c.  A  man  that  has  riches  in  his  eye,  he  will  rile 
early,  and  go  to  bed  late,  eat  the  bread  o£  carefulnefs, 
and  lie  never  has  enough.  A  man  that  is  Tick,  and 
lias  health  in  his  eye,  takes  his  phyfic,  obferves  his 
feafons,  waives  his  ellate,  for  this  is  his  end.  Hence  a 
hypocrite  never  making  Chrift  his  la  ft  end,  but  being 
ever  “  a  double  minded -man,”  James  i.  and  hav- 
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ing  his  own  ends,  and  lulls,  and  felf  to  attend  upon, 
Aience  the  bias  draws  him  from  following  Ghrift  effec¬ 
tually,  but  he  mult  follow  his  own  ends,  and  hence 
ever  neglects  the  means  that  lead  him  thereunto, 
Matth.  vi.  24.  Look  as  it  is  with  men  that  have  two 
tiades,  or  two  fiiops,  one  is  as  much  as  ever  they  can 
follow  or  tend,  they  are  forced  at  laid  to  pat  off  one, 
and  they  mult  negleft  the  one:  So  here. 

3.  In  regard  of  that  fpirit  of  floath  and  {lumber, 
which  the  Lord  ever  leaves  the  bell  hypocrite  unto; 
which  is  the  dearell  lull  and  la  11  enemy  that  the  Lord 
dellroys  in  all  his,  but  never  dellroys  in  thefe.  Which 
io  mightily  oppreffeth  all  their  fenfes,  that  they  cannot 
ule  effectually  all  means  to  accomplifh  their  ends. 
And  hence  a  man  defires  the  end,  but  has  it  not,  Prov. 
xiii.  4.  The  Lord  propofeth  the  moll  glorious  end 
to  his  people,  but  it  is  through  many  difficulties  that 
we  mull  come  to  it.  Now  there  being  the  fpirit  of 
floath  within,  and  thele  difficulties  without,  a  hypo¬ 
crite  fits  down  and  rells  under  the  fhadow  of  this  grow- 
ip  reading  tin ;  and  faith,  it  is  hard,  and  becaufe 
he  cannot  do  fo,  he  hopes  it  is  but  an  infirmity,  and 
Oca  will  accept,  of  his  defires,  and  here  perifheth, 
Matth.  vi  i.  14.  “For  llrait  is  the  gate  that  leads 
“  unto  life,  hence  few  there  be  that  find  it.”  Look 
as  it  was  with  the  Ifraelites,  Canaan  they  were  bound 
for,  they  came  at  laid  to  it,  but  when  their  fpies  had 
told  them  of  the  difficulties,  they  fank,  only  Caleb  and 
Jofliua  of  that  mighty  boll  that  had  upright  hearts 
here.  Heavy  things  mull  defeend  though  call,  up; 
for  their  place  is  downward.  Light  things,  call  them 
downward,  yet  they  mull  up  again,  for  their  place  is 
upwards:  So  it  is  here;  fluggifh  hearts  may  be  life 
up  by  means,  but  they  cannot  hold  it,  their  place  is 
downward,  here  is  their  red ;  fo  faints,  ,e  contra, 
like'  fire,  will  confume  all  difficulties,  their  reft  is  up¬ 
ward. 
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SEC  T.  III. 


Ufe  i:  lifiNCE  we  fee  one  ground  of  many 
complaints  that  are  in  the  mouths  ot  many  prole  tors 
of  the  ways  of  God,  that  never  find  the  iweet  which 
is  the  end  of  their  Chrifiian  courle;  that  are  ever 
complaining  of  wants,  but  never  feel  fupplies , 
learning,  never  triumphing  over  their'  fins;  ever 
withing  that  they  had  the  Loid,  but  never  pore  *mg 
the  Lord.  And  hence  have  minds  full  of  fears,  ant. 
mouths  full  cf  complaints,  and  hence  finding  no 
Iweet  in  their  courle,  could  be  content  but  lor  fiiam~, 
to  throw  by  their  profefiion.  Why?  where  is  t  o 
caufe  of  this?  Is  heaven  fo  barren  and  beggarly, 
that  there  are  no  jewels  to  be  had  there?  Aie  the 
fields  of  God’s  ordinances  fo  empty,  that  there,  is  no 
treafure  to  be  found  there?  O  yes!  there  it  is,  but 
Chriftians  are  idle ;  there  is  the  treafure,  but  they 
cannot  beg,  much  lefs  dig  for  it,  Prov.  ii.  3,  5> 

If  there  be  a  trealure  in  the  ground,  and  a  man  c^i 
find  nothing,  and  fo  is  ever  complaining,  the  fault  is 
in  the  man,  he  does  not  dig  long  enough,  nor  deep 
enough;  fo  it  is  here:  there  is  never  an  ordinance, 
but  the  Lord  is  in  it ;  “  he  never  faid  to  the  houfe  of 
“  Jacob,  feek  his  face  in  vain.”  Men  pray,  and  if  a 
few  fighs  will  bring  in  relief,  well  and  good,  it  net 
they  call  that  ihovel  by,  dig  I  cannot;  they  ipenci 
feme  time  in  laying  fin  to  heart,  but  if  I  cannot  pre- 
fently  feel  the  bitternefs  of  it,  I  cannot  help  it,  dig 
I  cannot.  A  man  can  be  content  to  hear  the  word, 
and  to  liften  after  it,  but  to  ftir  up  the  foul  to  lay 
hold  on  the  Lord,  that  their  fleep  forbids.  Prov.  xiii. 
4.  “  The  foul  cf  the  diligent  fliall  be  made  fat.” 

Why  do  you  famifh  under  means,  is  it  be  caufe  the 
Lord  is  unwilling  or  unable  to  relieve  ?  No,  John 
vi.  27.  “  You  labour  for  the  bread  that  periflies.” 

Labour  not  for  it,  but  for  the  other,  and.  the  Son  of 
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man  will  give  it  you,  for  he  is  fealed  for  that  very 
tnd.  \  ou  complain  your  hearts  are  always  out  of 
frame.  Tell  me,  do  you  keep  them  with  all  diligence  ? 
Prov.  iv.  23.  With  all  your  guard  about?  You 
compiain  you  never  get  affurance.  I3o  you  ufe  all 
diligence  to  make  it  lure?  You  complain  you  feek 
aua  find  not.  Do  you  feek  him  diligently  ?  Heb. 
.m.  6.  O  tins  is  the  caufe  !  44  1  he  Lord  has  given 

“  you  the  fpirit  of  Humber.”  O  lay  not  the  fault  on 
the  Loid,  but  on  thine  own  cartnefs  heart,  and  la¬ 
ment  over  it,  and  lay,  This  has  been  the  caufe  of  all 
my  complaints  and  woe.  O  I  remember  what  the 
Loid  by  Jeremiah  Ipeaks!  44  Go  into  the  ftrong-holds ; 
for  the  Lord  has  poured  upon  us  the  fpirit  of  deeo 
Deep,  and  given  us  the  waters  of  gall  to  drink.” 

I  confels  the  Lord’s  choice!!  fervants  have  their  com¬ 
plaints,  their  fighs  and  groans  unutterable;  they  have 
their  fears,  temptations  and  tears;  who  more  abun¬ 
dantly  ?  Yet  beloved,  methinks  it  is  with  them  as  it 
is  with  paffengers  and  travellers  towards  their  home, 
that  they  fee  it  twenty  miles  off  fometime,  when  they 
be  on  the  top  of  an  hill,  after  they  have*gone  a  little 
farther,  they  come  'into  a  valley,  and  then  they  com¬ 
plain  they  have  loll  the  fight  of  it,  and  cannot  fee  it 
again  fc'arce  till  they  be  upon  it;  yet  they  fit  not 
down  in  their  valley,  but  are  going  towards  it. 

44  They  go  from  llrength  to  ftrength,”  though  they 
come  tired  thither;  as  Pfal.  lxxxiv.  7,  8.  44  They 
44  pafs  from  ftrength  to  ftrength  till  they  come  to  fee 
44  God  in  Sion.”  They  reft  not  in  their  complaints, 
but  get  on;  and  the  ftar  before  them,  the  means  that 
lead  them  to  that  end,  make  them  (as  Mattb.  ii.  10.) 

44  rejoice  with  exceeding  great  joy.”  I  confefs  they 
may  for  a  time  give  way  to  their  floath,  and  fit  in 
their  vallies,  and  turn  clay  unto  night,  and  fleep  out 
almoft  the  feafon  of  means;  yet  you  fhall  ever  find 
this,  if  ordinary  means  awaken  them  not,  terrible 
flaflftngs,  and  lightnings  of  wrath  do;  and  in  their 
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affiiaions  and  terrors,  and  wounds  of  confcience,  Hof. 
v  - '  .  ..  They  (hall  feek  the  Lord  early.  bonder 

therefore  of  this  caufe,  and  in  a  time  of  forrow  they 
fliall  complain  for  fomething,  viz.  their  floath.  1  his 
may  be  the  greatelt  fin  of  fome,  they  live  m  no  fin,  but 
complaint,  thy  complaints  may  be  irons  of  floth  m  not 
ufing  means,  and  this  may  be  thy  gre-at  nn. 

Uj'c  2.  Hence  learn!  it  is  not  having  of  means  in 
this  place,  nor  coming  hither  for  means,  that  will  do 
you  any  good,  or  evidence  your  fafe  and  good  ellate, 
but  an  effectual  ufe  and  improvement  of  them  ;  not  on¬ 
ly  the  ufe  of  outward  but  inward  means  too.  Men  that 
have  never  fo  great  a  flock  may  die  beggars,  by  not 

improving  it,  Deut.  xxix.  3,4*  ' 

x.  Many  feeing  and  beholding  that  fun  which  is  let 

with  them,  to  be  rifen  here  in  thefe  weltern  parts,  partly 
out  of  fear  of  perfecution,  partly  by  friends  peiiuafion 
.  and  company,  partly  to  enjoy  Godin  ordinances,  uaw 
taken  their  flight  hither. 

But,  2.  Being  come,  wiili  G  that  our  eyes  had  ne¬ 
ver  feen  it!  partly  through  plenty  of  means,  defpife 
and  loath  them,  partly  through  multitude  of  covet¬ 
ing  or  vexing  cares  have  no  hearts  to,  or  times  to  uie 

them. 

And  yet,  3.  Are  comforted  in  this,  that  they  have 
them,  though  they  fee  no  God  in  them,  take  little 
fweetnefs,  receive  little  power  from  them,  and  hope 
to  go  to  heaven  at  next  remove,  that  have  come  lo 
far  for  thefe,  8cc.  I  would  to  God  it  were  fo.  But 
O  confider, 

1.  If  you  improve  them  not,  thy  coming  hither  is 
but  the  dilcovery  of  thy  hypocrify  to  men  and  angels; 
for  this  is  the  liage  wherein  the  moll  fine-ipun  hypocri¬ 
fy  and  real  fincerity  ihall  a£t  its  part. 

2.  Nay  thou  art  fo  far  from  being  bleffed  in  hav¬ 
ing  them  thus,  that  God’s  fiercelt  plagues  fliall  here 
approach  thy  dwelling.  The  ark  among  the  Philiftines 

made  the  Lord  plague  the  PhililUnes. 

X  4  3.  Nay, 
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.3j  Nay,tllis  filaI1  lay  all  defolate  one  clay.  They 
cried,  “  1  he  temple  of  the  Lord,”  Ter.  vii  “  Go  to 
••  Shiloh.”  So  I  lay,  go  i0  the  PalJ,na  ™g0  ,o  G  “ 

nutny  Fiance,  go  to  the  places  whence  you  came, 
and  lee  what  the  Lord  has  done.” 

4-  This  ihali  be  as  to  faints  greateftjoy,  when  they 
inall.  look  back,  and  fee  all  the  difficulties  they  have 
pmied  over,  that  here  and  there  hearts  and  help  fail¬ 
ed  and  there  I  lingered,  but  the  Lord  was  merciful, 
and  pulled  me  out,  and  they  lhall  wonder  at  that 
faith. ulnefs  and  grace;  fo  here:  This  will  be  terror 
<ma  anguifh,  that  I  came  fo  far,  and  had  means,  and 
took  iome  pains,  ,  and  was  almolt  perfwaded  one 
tune,  _  almoft  confuted  another,  almoft  conquered  and 
i'.ad  yielded  up  all  at  another,  but  O  my  lamp  fell 
down  to  the  dull  again,  and  my  foul  forfook  the  pur- 
iuing  of  the  Lord  again?  and  this  lhall  be  the  por¬ 
tion  of  hypocrites.  You  may  neglect  and  wrap  up 
your  talents,  but  the  Lord  has  a  time  to  call  you  to' 
an  account  what  gain  you  make.  Look  therefore  to 
it,  it  may  be  fome  of  you  have  need  to  improve  means, 
you  defpite  them  in  one  place,  and  hither  you  come 
lor  ^theni,  and  poor  hearts,  eyes  dim,  hearts  hard, 
confciences  afleep,  ears  deaf,  breath  gone,  life  loft’ 
God  departed,  and  nothing  left  but  a  dead  carcafe.’ 
It  may  be  fome  are  ftneere,  and  the  work  of  God’s 
Spirit  is  fet  back,  your  lamps  are  out,  your  watchful 
minds  and  tender  hearts  and  earned  purfuit  after  the 
Lord  is  gone.  O  then  conlider  what  tittle  caulc  vou 
have  to  boaft  in  means!  Men  that  have  no  part  in 
blips,  look  for  no  gain ;  but  if  you  have  any  part  in 
the  bleffing  of  ordinances,  reft  not  without  it. 

Ufe  3.  Hence  fee  what  need  you  have  of  a  mighty 
and  unreliftible  power  of  the  Lord’s  grace  and  Spi¬ 
rit,  to  carry  you  to  an  end  in  your  Chriftian  courfe,  if 
ever  you  come  to  life'.  For  if  hypocrify  difeovers  it- 
felf  in  an  ineffe&ual  ufe  of  means,  then  you  will  find 
all  the  powers  of  darknefs  refilling  and  feeking  to 
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furprize  you  here.  That  as  it  is  with  thieves,  you 
frail  not  "fee  nor  find  them  lying  in  the  city,  it  is  m 
vain  there  to  offer  any  violence,  but  in  the  way  ;  io 
Satan  cannot  Hep  unto  the  gates  of  heaven  to  keep 
you  from  thence,  and  hence  all  his  power  and  poli¬ 
cy  lies  in  the  way  of  means,  to  keep  you  from  thence. 
And  hence  look  upon  the  bell  man,  how  many  hind¬ 
rances  to  prayer  fometimes,  tnough  he  has  tailed  the 
fweet  of  it,  he  had  rather  die  than  pray.  How  foon 
are  the  thoughts  turned  from  God,  when  we  come  to 
draw  nigh  to  God,  how  unable  to  wake  one  hour  . 
That  if  It  were  not  the  invincible  flrength  of  a  God 
that  did  fupport  them,  i  Peter  i.  5.  they  could  never 
go  on.  1  eil  me,  you  poor  creatures,  that  nevei  were 
efFe£tually  carried  to  your  end  by  means,  do  you  not 
oft  find  checks  for  fin,  defires  again!!  it,  Chrilt  and 
.  mercy  weeping  at  your  knees,  melting  over  you,  and 
your  hearts  almoll  perfwaded  ?  Do  you  not  find  a  want 
of  Chrift,  and  grace,'  and  Spirit,  and  promifes,  and 
you  hope  it  will  be  better  ?  Do  you  not  find  l'ome 
movings  towards  the  Lord,  but  yet  withal  do  you  not 
find  a  dead,  floathful  heart  flays  you  again?  The 
verieft  reprobate  in  the  world  may  have  as  good  an 
alfurance  of  heaven  as  thou,  there  may  be  in  hell,  that 
once  appeared  better  than  thee.  And  who  can  mend 
this  ?  long,  long  it  has  been  thus.  O  then  feel  a.need 
of  the  Lord’s  irrefiftible  power !  Thou  indeed  haft  an 
end,  but  fay,  Lord  thou  mull  carry  me  like  a  loll 
fheep  on  thy  moulders  to  that  end!  “  Seek  the  Lord 
“  and  his  flrength,  feek  his  face  evermore,”  in  all 
means,  at  all  times,  but  feek  his  flrength  then,  Col. 
i.  29.  “  I  labour  thus,  driving  according  to  his  work- 
“  ing,  which  works  in  me  mightily:”  and  fo  I  ftrive. 
O  fee  need  of  this!  Many  of  you  make  work  with 
your  own  hearts,  and  drive,  and  endeavour,  and  yet 
cannot  dir.  O  look  then  for  this  mighty  working, 
and  feel  a  need  of  it ! 
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Ljc.  4‘  °f  f’riaL  OENCE  judge  what  your  ftates 
are  t.us  day  before  the  Lord.  I  know  and  believe 
that  you  prize,  pray  for,  long  for  the  end,  and  if  e- 
ver  the  Lord  laves  and  pardons  you,  you  fhall  have 
cauie  to  blefs  him.  You  may  do  as  has  been  faid, 
but  never  find  a  heart  .given  you  by  the  invincible 
wie  filings  of  a  God  to  ufe  and  improve  all  means  to 
tnatend;  and  thus  your  praftice  in  the  habitual  ne- 
gleet  of  means  is  a  clear  and  manifeft  witnefs,  like 
the  day,  again!!  you,  that  you  do  not  defire  fincerely 
the  end  (as  you  think)  in  having  fo  little  refpecT:  to 
the  means  that  conduce  thereunto.  Did  you  ever 
fee  that  man  that  did  indeed  defire  life,  but  he  would 
ule  all  means,  wits,  and  friends,  nay,  cut  off  his  limbs, 
j  preterve  it?  But,  however,  put  that  name  upon  it,, 
say,  you  do  defire  and  prize  the  end,  yet  if  the  Lord 
leaves  you,  or  you  forlake  the  Lord,  in  a  negleft  of 
means,  that  lead  thereto,  and  that  effectually ;  what 
you  may  be,  and  what  the  Lord  may  do,  I  know  not, 
but  to  this  day  your  eflate  is  no  better  than  a  paint¬ 
ed  laivation  and  piSured  hypocrify  before  the  Lord. 

.1  h.tL  Hone  at  which  the  clofell  hypocrites  have  Jlum- 
oleti,  that  rock  on  which  the  befl  hypocrite  has  been 
oroken,  thou  art  fallen  upon  ;  that  enemy  of  floth, 
which  lias  carried  kings  (men  that  have  worn  the 
crown  of  profeflion  in  the  world)  miferable  captives' 
(notwithflanding  their  lamentable  cries,  Lord  fave 
us!)  to  hell,  the  fame  enemy  has  already  bound  thee 
up  tn  chains;  and  what  will  become  of  thee,  it  is  on¬ 
ly  known  in  his  breall,  that  by  the  voice  ot  Iris  trump 
can  awaken  the  dead,  and  break  the  bonds  of  floth 
and  death  itfelf.  But  you  will  fay,  there  are  no  vir¬ 
gins  among  ns  that  neglect  to  take  their  oil,  that  fo 
far  forget  themfelves  as  to  negleft  the  means,  that  are 
come  fo  many  thoufand  miles  for  means;  there  is 

not 
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not  a  day  but  forae  line  is  drawn,  not  a  fermon  Sab¬ 
bath,  but  feme  good  got,  or  elie  they  think  then  - 
felves  half  undone;  not  a  prayer  but  one  ftep  ntarei 
to  dory:  the  day  is  not  long  enough,  and  there.ore 
the** nights  are  fpent  in  wreltlings  with  the  angel; 
nay.  in  prevailing  with  God  tor -themfelves  and 
churches,  and  bieffing  on  both ;  Sabbaths  are  the 
day-breaks  of  heaven,  the  fellow  flop  of  .amts  bettei 
than  to  Hand  before  kings,  the  fellowlhip  of  Chntt 
in  heaven  fo  fweet,  that  in  feeking  of  him,  men  kn. 
get  themfelves,  nay  to  eat  their  bread;  that  it  the 
Lord  fhonld  have  let  out  the  vineyard  of  ordnances 
to  any  hufbandmen  in  the  world,  who  could  or  would 
have  taken  more  pains  to  dig  it,  to  drels  it,  than  we 
do.  Beloved,  thole  enlargements  that  are  in  any  at- 
er  th^  Lord,  the  Lord  cherifh  and  increafe  them,  but 
I  fear  we  may  go  five  times  about  the  tree  before  we 
fee  fuch  loaden  boughs.  I  am  much  miflaken  if  the 
befi  may  not  be  difcovered  here,  the  faireft  flowers  m 
the  field  mult  wither,  they  cannot  lafi,  and  the  belt 
s flections  that  are  but  temporary,  that  have  adted  men. 
mightily  for  a  time  in  the  ufe  oi  means,  mint  peiifli 
in  the  negleft  of  means  at  laft.  I  Avail  not  therefore 
meddle  with  profane  or  carnal  golpellers,  lo  muLi 
with  clofe  deceivers  of  their  own  fouls;  and  look  as  it 
is  in  all  fores, -you  may  know  where  the  fore  is  by  the 
lappings,  fo  you  may  know  a  fluggard  that  neglect 
means  by  his  Unfits  i  For  if  you  obleive,  no  fin  h<*s 
fo  many  fhifts  and  colours  for  it  as  this  ;  Saul,  when 
he  had  not  gone  through  ftriftly  with  the  Lord’s 
work  in  flaying  the  Amalekites,  what  ado  had  Samuel 
to  convince  him?  He  tells  a  lie,  lays  the  blame  on 
the  people,  propounds  the  good  end  and  affection  he 
had;  lo  here:  Thus  it  is  with  many,  as,  viz. 

i.  Thofe  that  live  in  a  fecret  neglect  of  means,  and 
yet  hope  to  come  to  \ their  end,  becaufe  of  their  de¬ 
fires  j  wre  fhall  find  the  feripture  gives  as  two  forts  of 

defires. 
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i  Tl  I  ?f  ■  T,ighteous-  2'  °f  nuggar. 

i.  r  e  defires  of  the  righteous,”  Proverbs  x.  2, 

hall  be  g. anted,  ’  being  breathings  of  God’s  etei 
al  opint,  not  a  ligu  or  groan  unanfwered.  2.  C 
tae  iuggard,  Prov.  xxi.  2J.  .*  The  defire  of  the  fldtf 
ful,  kills  him,  for  his  hands  refute  to  labour;”  th 

u"  |r"St|°  th,e  nghteous  are  ever  fpurs  to  quicken  the: 
np  111  tl;e|ui"  0  means  mightily ;  the  defires  of  th 
lluggard.bndle  him  up,  they  bind  his  hands,  and  fet 
et  his  leet  that  he  cannot  but  negleft  means :  Som 
desires  there  be  that  arile  from  the  need  of  a  good 
anc  here  will, not  only  be  defires,  but  all  means  ufed 
as  111  point  of  famine;  forne  only  from  want  of  a  good 
and  here  a  man  ufually  contents  himfelf  with  bare  de 
•res,  never  has  a  heart  to  uie  the  means  mightily  fo, 
that  end.  Many  a  one  is  convinced  his  flats  is  mife 
rable,  and  fears  it,  and  Balaam-like,  fees  the  bleffed 
nels  of  the  people  of  God,  and  knows  he  wants  par 
don,  and  life,  and  peace,  and  promifes,  and  Chrifi 
and  defnes  it;  O  that  I  might  die  their  death,  O  that] 
might  live  and  drink  that  water,  that  I  might  thirft  nc 
more,  O  that  my  fins  were  pardoned,  O  that  my  hearl 
was  humbled.  But  what  it  the  Lord  grant  them  no  peace 
nor  pardon?  Do  they  make  earned  enquiry  after  the 
LordClirilf  with  reitlefs  purfuits  and groansbecaufe they 
need  it,  is  it  worth  that?  O  no,  but  yet  they  hope  God 
will  be  lo  merciful  as  to  accept  their  defires,  and  fo  they 
mii,  and  live  and  die  in  that  red;  O  poor  creatures 
your  dehres  kill  you;  as  a  man  is  undone  with  floth- 
ful  lei  vants  tiiat  cannot  earn  their  own,  much  lei's  get 
their  mailers  bread.  And  many  in  hell  fay,  I  had 
thought  my  defires  would  have  carried  me  to  glory, 
but  now  I  fee  they  have  been  flothful,  and  here  I 
mult  peri fli  and  famifti  for  ever;  had  I  known  of  this, 
I  would  rather  have  wept  out  my  eyes,  and  filled  the 
world  wi  h  my  forrovvful  complaints,  my  meditations 
of  the  Lord  fhould  have  been  at  midnight  ;  I  would 

have 
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have  deceived  my  eyes  of  fleep  at  night,  and  depriv¬ 
ed  mvfelf  of  bread  at  day,  and  loft  my  limbs,  bad  1 
but  known  that  by  contenting  my  fell'  with  theie  defires, . 
I  lhould  have  loft  my  life.  Here  many  Chnftiam, 
are  falfely  bottomed,  they  are  troubled  about  their 
ellate,  come  to  fome  or  other  and  prole  s  their  defires 
are  alter  C'hrift  and  grace,  &c.  And  then  comforted 
(as  in  finking-fits  a  man  fnatcheth  at  any  Hag  or  twig) 
with  thefe  deftres,  before  they  have  followed  the  Lot d 
in  the  ufe  of  all  means,  to  get  the  thing  they  del  ire. 
And  here  is  the  firft  beginning  ot  the  Lord  s  foi  fak¬ 
in'''  of  them,  and  theirs  of  the  Lord,  and  ne  is  left 
alone  only  with  his  deftres,  that  if  any  duty  be  neglec¬ 
ted,  deftres  comfort  him;  if  grace  refilled,  deftres 
quiet  him;  if  fin  keeping  him  captive,  deftres  fill  him; 
Luke  xiii.  24.  And  fo,  like  a  bird,  that  lies  in  the  neft, 
but  its  wings  never  grow,  tnere  it  perifheth.  know 
faints  may  comfort  themfelves  with  deitres  before  toe 
things  be  given,  becaule  prontiled,  but  you  ‘hall  lee 
an  endlefs 'reach  in  them  in  the  ule  ot  all  means,  Phil, 
iii.  14.  Others  think  their  negleft  of  means  to  be 
but  an  infirmity,  and  that  their  defires  will  ferve,  and 

hence  abufe  that  icripture,  R»m.  vii. 

2.  They  that  neglect:  the  means  and  yet  hope  to 
come  to  their  end,  becaufe  of  worldly  clogs  and  in¬ 
cumbrances  here;  for  this  is  the  very  1  pirit  ot  many 
a  man.  If  God  keeps  the  houie  from  being  burnt, 
and  family  from  being  lick,  it  may  be  family  prayer 
is  neglected,  if  not  that,  yet  fecret  is  omitted;  if  not 
that,  yet  meditation  ;  a  man  can  get  no  head  nor 
heart,  nor  time  for  it,  if  any  good  is  got,  it  is  loft 
again  ;  Sabbaths  fpent,  and  no  good  gained  ;  a  man 
knows  his  foul  lies  wafte  and  common  unout  an^ 
fence  or  watch,  and  that  he  would  not  let  ms  fields., 
as  he  doth  his  heart,  overgrow  with  cares,  and  lulls, 
and  vain  thoughts.  Now,  many  a  man,  thougu  he 
doth  diflike  this,  yet  lives  in  this.  Why  ?  Is  this  your 

home,  are  thefe  thihgs  your  portion?  Iso,  but  yet 

thinks 
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thinks  he  may  with  a  fafe  confcience  continue  thir 
and  God -forgu-e  him  too  ;  why  the  family  is  greai 
cmldren  mcreafe  upon  me,  (and  they  are  fo  bufy  an 
ong  a-dreffing  on  the  Lord’s  day,  that  fermon  is  ou 
betoie  they  come)  and  we  are  not  called  to  book  i 
all  day,  a^  mmiflers  can  ;  and  worldly  employment 
are  fo  many  and  the  bed  are  entangled  here ;  an, 
Uey  think  this  is  an  excufe,  Luke  xiv.  x8,  19.  Nav 
many  a  one  convinced  of  this,  yet  lives  in  this  again  1 
the  light  of  convidion,  hoping  that  one  day  the  ilrean 
ot  worldly  occafions  will  be  run  by.  I  confefs,  as  tin 
Lord  has  given  us  his  ordinances  to  feek  him  in  fi 
he  has  appointed  our  callings,  to  walk  with  him  ’in  • 
Adam  in  paradife  mult  not  be  idle,  but  look  to  the 
garden ;  and  in  this  land  thofe  that  will  be  good 
hufbands  for  God  (left  they  difcredit  their  profeffion 
y  bringing  themfeives  to  a  piece  of  bread)  muff  be 
good  hufbands  for  themfeives:  But  here  is  that  which 
flings,  when  to  worldly  employments  men  are  fervants, 
not  loids  of  them;  when  men  do  not  make  their  occa- 
fins  bow  down  to  them,  and  ferve  them,  that  they  may 
ferve  ana  feek  a  God;  but  they  bow  down  their  knees, 
nay,  bafely,  their  backs,  under  the  feet  of  any  mean 
employment,  that  mud  be  followed  with  negleft  of 
God..  Do  not  fay,  who  is  not  entangled  here  ?  I  tell 
you,  if  G Brill’s  prayer  can  prevail,  fome  are  not,  John 
xvii.  15.  “  I  pray  not  that  thou  wouldll  take  them 
“  °ut  of  the  world,  but  keep  them  from  the  evil :” 
If  blood  can  prevail,  it  does,  Gal.  i.  4.  O  look  ta 
this  !  it  may  be,  fome  of  you  do  not  only  neglect 
the  Lord,  but  all  dies  again  ;  O  it  is  the  world ! 
Know  your  edate  by  this. 

3.  Thofe  that  depart  from  God,  in  the  negleft  of 
means,  bccauie  they  find  no  good,  and  do  not  feel 
themfeives  a  whit  the  better  for  them ;  they  negledt 
this  trade,  becaufe  they  find  it  a  gainlefs  trade  :  For 
thus  God  executes  his  eternal  rejection  upon  many 
a  foul:  As  it  was  with  Saul,  it  was  one  of  the  lad  vials 
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Go.d  poured  out  upon  him,  i  Sam.  xxvm.  5*  6;  I5- 
faith  he  u  I  am  fore  dilirefled,  and  the  Lord  anlwers 
^  nie  not  by  Urim  nor  Thummim;  and  therefore  am 
m  j  come  to  thee:”  let  a  devil  comfort  me,  if  God 
will  not :  So  many  a  foul  having  committed  l°me  in, 
tliat  lies  glowing  on  the  confidence,  is  lore  troub  e  , 
and  firfl  it  goes  to  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  anfwers  not, 
there  is  filence  in  heaven,  and  all  means,  but  the 
noife  of  fears  within;  now  at  laft  the  foul  does  not 
forfake  the  Lord  for  fat  an  plainly,  but  what^  means 
can  comfort  them,  that  they  fjeek  for;  and  in  time 
a  man  is  weary  of  waiting  at  God’s  gates,  and  hence 
a  form  of  duties,  and  prayers,  and  cuftom  of  devotion 
is  kept  to  quiet  the  confcience  ;  but  they  are  not  rel¬ 
iefs  for  the  gain  of  them,  for  the  Lord  in  them  .  they 
think  it  is  in  vain,  to  no  profit,  as  thofe  in  Mai.  iii.  14® 
to  walk  mournfully.  Jonah  was  call  out  of  God’s 
fight,  yet  through  the  belly  of  a  whale  he  would  look 
toward  the  temple.”  So  it  is  with  the  people  of 
God,  though  they  fometimes  conclude  thus,  and  think 
not  to  feek  any  more,  yet  their  hearts  have  tailed  the 
good,  their  faith  believes  there  is  that  hid  in  the  Lord 
in  his  temple,  that  it  never  faw  yet,  hence  they  look 
ftill.  What  made  the  man,  Mat.  xxv.  hide  his  ta¬ 
lent  in  the  earth  ?  I  thought  thou  wail  an  hard  mailer, 
and  looked!!  for  fo  much  gain,  and  I  could  not  get  it, 
and  hence  he  hid  his  talent.  Hence  men  keep  the 
means,  without  ufe  of  the  means,  and  fome  that 
have  for  a  time  been  ufed  to  do  fo,  keep  it  as  their 
cultom  without  making  any  fuch  work  of  it,  as  to 
gain  the  end  of  the  means. 

4.  Thofe  that  do  negledt  the  Lord  in  means,  by  an 
ineffectual/  purfuit  of  them,  hecaufe  of  lome  lips  and 
talle  of  fome  good  in  them  ;  and  fo,  methinks,  it  is  in 
this  cafe  as  it  is  in  fome  countries,  where,  ii  a  man 
comes  to  their  houfes  in  the  afternoon*  and  both  have 
a  mind  to  part,  yet  loth  to  part  without  Ihewing  fome 
kindnefs,  and  the  other  without  taking  of  it,  they  lay 
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their  voiding  napkin,  and  finding  that  refrelhing  there 
they  are  content  to  lofe  their  flipper.  So  it  is  here 
a  man  comes  weary  to  the  Lord’s  houfe,  to  his  ordi¬ 
nances,  the  Lord  will  not  let  him  go  without  fome 
cxprelnon  of  kindnefs,  nor  they  depart  willingly  from 
the  Lord  without  it,  and  hence  the  Lord  gives  them 
light  out  of  darknefs,  joy  out  of  forrow,  peace  out  of 
trouble,  a  tafle  of  his  lweetnefs,  after  takes  of  fin’s 
bitternefs,  and  then  they  take  their  leave;  as  they, 
eo.  vi.  2,  3,  4,  5.  And  here  the  Lord  leaves  many 
a  poor  creature,  Dent.  xxix.  2,  3,  4.  they  did  fee 
iomethmg,  and  tafle  fomething,  and  there  they  refl¬ 
ed;  O  but  the  Lord  gives  them  not  eyes  to  fee,  &c. 
ror  no  hypocrite  living  is  fully  emptied  of  his  lulls, 
but  has  fomewhat  to  fill  him;  but  fome  emptinefs  he 
may  have,  hence  may  have  fome  defires  after  the  Lord, 
and  hence  it  is  not  the  fulnefs  of  God  only  that  fatis- 
hes  him,  but  fome  takes  of  God’s  kindnefs,  and  fmall 
things  do  and  mu  ft  fill  him;  his  luks  fill  him  in  part, 
and  fomething  of  God  is  wanting,  and  that  fome  lit¬ 
tle  matter  doth  make  up.  Hence,  when  this  is  done, 
means  is  neglefted  fearfully  ;  a  mans  heart  is  hard- 
ned  and  ignorant,  a  littie  light  and  forrow  flays  him, 
as  the  flony  ground,  though  there  be  a  flone  at  bot¬ 
tom;  a  man  is  full  of  doubts,  and  a  little  hope  which, 
frees  him  from  fears  quiets  him,  hence  he  never  con¬ 
quers  unbelief:  A  man  has  lived  a  loofe  courfe,  a  lit¬ 
tle  refolution  of  heart  Hays  him,  though  the  heart  will 
depart  again,  as  thofe,  Dent.  v.  27.  29.  The  Lord 
has  but  little  of  their  hearts,  and  the  Lord  fhews  them 
but  little  of  his:  And  hence  this  is  ufual  to  fee  a  falfe 
heart  mod  diligent  in  feeking  the  Lord  when  he  has 
been  work,  and  moll  carelefs  when  it  is  bell.  Hence 
many  at  firfl  converfion  fought  the  Lord  earnellly, 
afterward  affections  and  endeavours  die,  that -now  they 
arc  as  good  as  the  word  can  make  them !  Hence  the 
Lord  when  in  mercy  he  deals  with  them,  keeps  them 
long  falling  till  the  time  of  extremity  comes,  and  then 

he 
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he  pours  waters  on  the  thirRy.  Hence  better  for  thofe  • 
never  to  have  known,  aPet.  ii.  21.  and  an  hypocrite* 
jU  end  i3  to  fatisfy  himfelf,  hence  he  has  enough  ; 
a  faint’s  is  to  fatisfy  Chrift,  hence  he  never  has 

r  ^Thofe  that  do  negleft  the  Lord  under  this  co- 
bur  of  receiving  Chrift,  they''  can  do  nothing  them- 
felves  and  Chrilt  mull  do  all;  and  hence  neglet.  the 
T  ord  fecretlv,  and  fometimes  quarrel  with  the  mini- 
ilry  privately,  when  preffed  to  a  duty  or  to  believe. 
Alas  !  what  can  a  man  do,  when  all  the  numbers  in 
th°  world  have  preached  their  hearts  out,  at  laft  they 
mull  bring  us  to  Chrilt ;  what  elfe  fhould  the  apoftle 
mean,  Rom.  iv.  5.  “  Not  to  him 1  that  worketh,  but 
“  believeth,  is  faith  accounted  for  nghteoulnels, 

I  mult  not  iive,  I  mult  let  Chrilt  live,  See.  And, 
hence,  fay  they,  the  caufe  of  perilhing  is  not  mens 
wills,’ but  God’s,  be  elects  not,  he  gives  no  heart; 
fuch  hypocrites  the  Lord  prophefies  of,  Mat.  vu.  21. 

“  Many  that  fay  to  me,  Lord,  Lord,”  i.  e.  that  advance 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  live  in  negleft  of  all  duties,  and 
bring  the  Lord  of  glory  not  from  his  throne  in  hea¬ 
ven  to  hell,  but,  which  is  worfe,  debale  him  from  his 
glory  to  fin ;  to  be  the  cover  of  fin ;  and  protestor 
of  it.  Beloved,  1  know  no  Hirer  Rgn  of  a  velfel  that 
God  intends  to  break  in  pieces  than  this,  to  live  in 
this  negleft,  2  Tim.  ii.  20.  Nay,  it  is  an  evidence 
there  is  no  hope,  no  living  hope,  .1  John  Hi.  3*  j:i(' 

that  has, this  hope,  purgeth  himfelf,  as  Chrilt  is  pure.” 
Many,  it  feems,  boalted  of  hope  in  Chrift,  fo  do  iaints ; 
but  he’  gives  this  note,  “  He  purgeth  himfelf,”  he  wilL 
not  fluggifhly  put  all  on  Chrilt.  It  is  true,  it  is  the 
mighty  working  of  Chrift  that  mull  conquer  thy  lufts, 
but  mult  this  put  you  to  negleft  Rriving,  Col.  i.  29. 
“  I  ftrive  according  to  the  working.”  And  for  my 
part,  though  I  will  not  difpute  the  point  at  large,  I 
believe,  there  is  a  conRant  afiiRance  of  the  mighty 
power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  in  the  fouls  of  all  the  faints, 
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i  Peter  i.  5.  And  hence,  1  John  iv.  “  Greater  is  he 
that  is  in  you,  than  in  the  world.”  The  faints 
as  they  receive  the  Lord  Jefus  to  rule  them,  that  he 
alone  may  be  lord  and  king  not  only  in  heaven,  but  in 
tlicii  hearts;  fo  a  dalle  heart  receives  C h r i ft  laltly, 
for  to  eafe  him  :  fometime  for  to  eafe  him  of  the  bur¬ 
den  of  con  foie  nee  ;  fometime  to  eafe  him  of  the  Lord’s 
v.  oul,  the  burden  of  his  will ;  and  hence  fome  at  lalt 
have  complained,  though  hardly  convinced  of  it,  that 
they  could  be  contented  the  Lord  IHould  aft  them  ; 
but  their  end  was,  that  thereby  they  might  be  rid 
of  their  burden,  and  fo  eafed  by  him.  I  have  heard 
a  queltion  fhould  be  alked,  What  is  the.  difference 
between  the  working  of  God’s  Spirit  and  the  faints? 
And  that  the  anfvver  was,  t.  j  he  one  is  by  graces, 
the  other  immediately.  2.  The  Spirit  is,  when  a  man 
labours  lead  : ...quite  crofs  to  the  ilream  of  truth:  take 
heed  how  yob  underhand  thefe  points  aright,  the  depth 
of  the  molt  hellifh  villainy  in  the  world  lies  under 
them.  Wo  to  thee  that  canft  paint  fuch  a  Chrilt  in 
thy  head,  and  receive  fuch  a  Chrilt  .into  thy  heart, 
as  mult  be  a  pander  to  your  floth;  the  Lord  will  re¬ 
venge  this  wrong  done  to  his,  glory  with  greater  for- 
rows  than  ever  any  felt :  To  make  Chrilt  not  only 
meat  and  drink  to  feed,  but  cloaths  to  cover  your  floth. 
fvhy  what  can  we  do  ?  what  can  we  do  ?  Why,  as 
the  firft  Adam  conveys  not  only  guilt  but  power-;  So 
the  fecond  conveys  both  righteoufnefs  and  flrength  ; 
as  Chrilt  is  now  triumphing  by  his  eternal  Spirit,  and 
Iris  life  is  heavenly;  lo  if  you  be  in  Chrifl,  there  is 
a  Spirit  of  Chrilt,  whereby  a  never-dying  life  is  begot, 
that  can  and  does  conquer;  though  it  be  but  a  fpark, 
Chrilt  maintaining  it,  it  fhall  come  to  vi&ory.  You 
are  forfaken  of  Chrilt  if  you  want  this,  or  elfe  take 
heed  this  colour  make  you  not  forfake  him. 

6.  Thofe  that  negledt  the  means,  and  yet  look  for 
the  end,  in  hope  of  future  time,  and  fo  negleft:  the 
prefent  feafon.  Thus  it  is  with  many  a  one  ;  the  day 
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of  life  and  health,  and  day  of  ordinances  continues  ; 

and  hence  the  Haggard  cries  ;  Prov.  xxiv.  33-  “  *  ^ 
“  a  little  more  Humber  1  wnl  have  but  a  iitt  e 
while  longer,  See.  Hence  when  confcience  checks, 
miiriHers  warn,  the  Lord  woos,  the  Spirit  cries;  a  liian 
puts  off  all  with  this,  I  hope  it  will  be  better  :  and 
hence  it  falls  out  with  them  as  with  thole,  Matth* 
xxix'.  “  The  Lord  comes  in  a  time  they  look  not  lor 
“him;”  and  of  this,  many  on  their  death-beds  have 
cried  cut.  Think  of  this,  ye  convifted  perfons,  that 
know  it  is  miferable  with  you,  before  God  Hop  your 
breath,  you  have  nothing  to  plead  for  your  negle£t> 
but  hope  of  time.  Know  it,  God’s  prefent  feafons  are 
golden,  one  moment  worth  eternity  ;  and  now  is  the 
time,  if  you  neglect  his  feafon,  he  will  not  regard 
yours.  God  is  never  found  in  your  time,  but  m  his 
time.  O  lay  tiiefe  things  to  heart !  especially  you 
that  are  grown  weary  of  means,  that  faint  in  your 
way;  God  is  not  yet  weary  of  continuing  means,  ait 
thou  weary  of  gaining  by  means  ?  O  confider  this, 
you  that  have  had  many  hopes,  defires,  purpofes,  but 
all  Wafted,  your  time  and  means  negledted  :  Think 
on  this,  you  that  have  had  marvellous  affections,  but 
your  fpirits  are  gone  ;  nothing  can  make  you  mend 
your  pace,  not  all  miniflry  and  word,  but  you  are 
clogged  with  means.  Remember  that,  Ifaiah  lxv.  8, 

u  For  my  people  that  have 


9,  10,  II,  12,  13,  14 
“  fought  me,”  See. 


SECT.  V. 


nr* 


life  5.  i  O  all  thole  that  do  effectually  feek  the 
Lord  in  the  ufe  of  means.  And  for  difeovery  there¬ 
of,  confider, 

1.  If  ever  the  Lord  gave  you  a  heart  effe&ually  to 
feek  him  in  means,  you  will  find  mighty  oppofitions, 
temptations  fpringing  up  one  after  another,  he.  from 
within,  from  without,  and  the  oppofitions.  will  make 
,  '  Y  a  you 
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you  feek  hi  ill  the  more.  Hence,  Rom.  xiii.  xi, 
lie  bids  us  <e  put  oft  the  works  of  darknefs,  and 
put  on  the  armour  oi  light.”  When  a  man  de- 
1h  es  and  lies  in  his  floth,  he  meets  with  little  oppo- 
iitioii  or  trouble  of  his  own  heart;  but  here  it  is 
othenvife,  therefore  put  on  armour.  And,  I  fay,  the 
loul  is  made  hereby  to  feek  the  Lord  the  more,  as  the 
blind  man,  Mark  x.  48.  “Redeem  the  tim£,  be- 
“  caufe  the  days  are  evil.”  As  it  is  with  mariners, 
they  will  not  only  ufe  fair,  but  fide,  and  aim  oft  con¬ 
trary  winds,  to  come  near  the  fhore  they  are  bound 
lor  ;  lo,  let  the  Lord  give  any  grace,  O  more  of  that 
mercy,  as  Moles,  Deut.  iii.  24.  Let  the  Lord  deny, 
yet  the  foul  cries  the  more  ;  let  agonies  come,  Chrifi: 
prays  the  mere  ;  let  the  will  oppofe,  he  will  yield 
himfelf  to  the  Lord,  to  crofs  his  own  will,  and  deny 
himfelf;  peace  makes  him  love,  and  affii&ion  makes 
him  leek  the  Lord  early.  Hence  becaufe  thou  art 
troubled  at  the  feeling  of  a  flothful  heart,  that  will 
make  you  feek  for  more  help. 

2.  You  will  feek  him  with  your  whole  heart,  fo 
that  it  is  the  Lord  only  that  the  heart  is  bound  for, 
Pfalm  cxix.  2.  Phil.  iii.  12.  The  feeling  of  the 
Lord’s  power  and  eternal  life,  and  that  not  only  while 
means  laft,  hut  when  in  want  of,  and  banifhed  from 
means  :  as  David  forgets  his  crown  and  kingdom, 
and  faith,  PI  aim  xxvii.  4.  “  One  thing  have  I  deli  - 
“  red.”  Hence  Hezekiah  had  a  promife  of  life,  and 
going  to  God’s  houle  when  recovered ;  it  was  not  life 
he  minded  fo  much  as  this,  “  What  is  the  lign  that 
“  I  lhall  go  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ?”  Hence 
faints,  though  they  negle£i  fometimes,  yet  as  a  fliip 
driven  back  by  contrary  winds,  or  as  a  tradefman, 
he  is  altogether  for  his  gain,  yet  proves  an  ill  hufband 
fometimes,  but  when  he  has  felt  his  Ioffes  he  falls  to 
liis  trade  again  :  So  here,  like  merchants  feeking 
pearls,  'See.  Matth.  xiii.  45.  Let  this  comfort  you, 
though  yen  find  nothing,  yet  faints  are  a  generation 
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Objects  But  I  feel  no  good,  hence  I  am  afraid  1 


feek  not  aright.  .  ,  „ 

Anf.  Gal.  vi.  9.  “  You  Avail  reap  in  due  time. 

And,  Heb.  xi.  13.  all  things,  were  crols  to  the  pro.- 

lnife.  vet  Abraham  holds  on  itih. 

ObjeEl.  But  1  And  my  lpirit  faint,  and  grow  lilt- 

lefs  and  weary.  . 

Anf.  When  heart  and  ftrength  fail,  yet  Goo  does 

not.  God  will  defert,  that  you  may  know  where  your 

ftrength*,  and  heart,  and  help  lies. 

Q-bj.  But  it  is  fo  great,  1  know  no  difterence  be¬ 
tween  mine  and  others  neglect. 

Anf.  That  is  fad,  yet  as  it  is  in  all  fins,  lalls  in¬ 
to  them  do  but  undermine  them  the  more.  Peter 
denies  Chrift,  as  well  as  fleeps,  yet  he  is  the  fine 
that  preacheth  him.  When  a  man’s  meat  is  io  far 
from  doing  good,  as  that  it  does  him  hurt,  ,.e  i.> 
dying;  fo  that  fin  is  dying,  that  floth  is  dying,  when 
food  given  to  it,  does  kill  it.  David  is  ready  to  give 
up  all,  yet  faith,  “  It  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near 


“  to  God:”  and  there  the  heart  will  repoie  ltleii 
again. 


SECT.  VI. 


Ufe  6.  Of  Exhortation 


neglect  no  means,  bat  uie  all  means,  get  oil  in  your 
veffels,  that  you  may  get  your  defired  end.  -Mari¬ 
ners  that  are  bound  for  a  voyage,  when  fet  out,  will 
not  be  at  relt  till  they  are  landed  where  they  would 
be.  ft  was  one  of  the  church’s  forrowful  com¬ 
plaints,  Ifaiah  lxiv.  7.  a  None  that  ftirs  up  him- 
'  u  felf,”  See. 
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Obj.  Bat  I  find  many  hindrances  without  nie, 
many  fins  within  me,  I  have  fometime  neither  firength 
(nay,  which  is  worfe)  nor  yet  heart  to  feek  the  Lord, 
though  my  wants  are  many,  though  my  davs  decline  * 
how  fhall  I  do  ? 

Anf.  i.  Find  out  that  which  clogs  thy  heart  from 
feeking  effectually,  and  caufes  that  negleft,  and  that 
makes  the  Lord  neglect  thee  in  thy  ineffectual  feek- 
ing  ;  elfe  thou,  mayelt  feek  and  never  find,  and  that 
is  fome  lull,  fomething  that  eafes  che  heart  which  is 
not  God.  When  the  foul  has  not  bread,  it  will  with 
the  prodigal  then  refolve  for  home;  men  could  not 
live  as  they  do,  fo  many  days  without  God,  unlefs 
they  did  feed  on  fome  what  elfe  befide  the  Lord. 
Hence  it  is  ufual  for  men  in  means,  to  ufe  mteans  for 
a  good,  and  out  of  means  to  refill  that  good,  Ifa.  lviii.  1,2. 
Zech.  vii.  6.  Men  that  would  have  their  load  drawn, 
mufl  firlt  take  their  wild  horfes  out  of  it :  fo  do  with 
thefe  luffs.  If  therefore- not  for  your  own,  yet  for  the 
Lord’s  fake,  who  elfe  will  not  be  accounted  worth 
the  feeking,  find  out  whatever  contents  you  :  necef- 
fity  has  no  holidays,  O  you  muff'  have  him  ! 

2.' Ufe  means,  but  truft  not  to  them,  nor  to  any 
firength  received  to  carry  you  along  in  this  work  : 
you  will  elfe  negleCt  and  fall  from  the  Lord,  and  the 
Lord  from  you.  It  is  faid  of  Afa,  2  Chron.  xvi.12,  13. 
46  Afa  was  difeafed  in  his  feet  in  his  old  age,  yet  he 
fought  not  to  the  Lord,  but  phyficians  So  it  is 
with  many  a  difeafed  Chriftian,  they  feek  not  to  the 
Lord,  to  cure  their  feet,  but  means,  or  themfelves, 
hence  he  decays  and  dies.  You  have  the  ffream  of 
all  temptations  againlt  you,  it  is  not  your  own  oars, 
but  the  Lord’s  wind  that  muff  carry  you  againft  it; 
look  therefore  to  an  Almighty  Power  in  means  to 
help  you  ;  plead  God’s  covenant,  to  put  his  fear  into 
your  hearts,  that  you  may  not  depart  from  him,  as 
fie  will  not  forfake  you,  1  Cor.  xv.  10.  “  Paul  receiv- 
ed  not  grace  in  vain,  but  labours  abundantly;  yet 
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«  not  I,  but  grace.”  There  is  little  fear  of  drown¬ 
ing,  fo  long  as  we  keen  head  above  water,  io  long,  as 

we  cleave  to  the  Lord  Jehu. 

,  Love  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  and  his  company. 

If  there  be  any  love  between  you,  you  will  then  and 
time,  and  nothing  Ihall  keep  you  from  him,  jer.  11. 
12  a.  -‘I  remember  the  love  of  thine  elputuals, 
“’when  thou  followed  me  in  a  wildernefs  through  pits 
“  and  deferts.”  Remember  he  has  been  in  heaven 
praying  for  thee,  when  thou  haft  been  provoking  ol 
him  ;  he  has  been  bleffing  thee,  when  thou  halt  been 
abufi’ng  him  ;  it  may  be  he  has  let  out  his  heart- 
bloud  to  make  room  for  thee  in  ins  heart ;  it  may  be 

he  intends  through  all  eternity  to  exprefs  his  deareL 

love  to  thee,  and  is  he  not  worth  your  love  :  Love 
him,  and  you  will  be  with  him  ;  love  will  be  dronger 

than  death,  it  will  break  all  thefe  bonds. 

4.  Set  before  you  the  greatnefs  of  the  good  you  are 
to  ufe  all  means  to  gain  ;  why  do  men  hunt  alter 
flefli-pots  ?  The  world  is  edeemed  great ;  it  is  near 
us,  and  fo  for  honour:  now  Chrift  and  eternity  are 
far  off,  and  hence  they  feem  little,  and  hence  to  leek 
them  is  not  made  a  bufinefs  of  greatelt  weight  and 
importance,  2  Cor.  iv.  16.  18.  “  We  iaiiit  not, 

“  while  we  look  to  things  tnat  are  etei  nal.  Act^ 
xxiv.  15,  19.  There  is  not  the  vileit  reprobrate, 
but  when  he  fhall  fee  the  glory  that  {hall  be  revealed, 
he  111  all  ltamp  and  tear  his  hair,  and  lay,  O,  it  1  had 
known  this  !  I  hope  I  fiiould  never  have  dreamed  out 
my  time  lo  as  I  have  done  !  W e  look  on  the  pidttue 
of  goodnefs  in  the  volume  of  the  creatures,  which 
fatisfy  not ;  O  never  ceafe  looking  upward,  till  you 
fee  what  you  feek  fur  in  the  greatnefs  of  it.  Suppofe 
a  man  diould  deep  all  his  life-time,  and  be  in  a  dream, 
and  in  it  have  all  the  delights  and  glory  of  the  world 
prefented  to  him,  at  lad  the  ground  opens  its  mouth 
and  fwallows  him  up,  and  then  he  is  awakened  ;  Q! 
how  would  he  cry  1  Truly  Chrid,  and  grace,  and  fellow- 
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flop  with  God,  are  not  thought  of,  fought  for;  are 

aiall_  things  with  men,  but  the  world  is  great,  and 

this  is  your  delight;  truly  it  i's  but  your  dream: 

W  hat  will  your  fouls  be  when  death  opens  its  mouth  ? 

U  hat  a  fad  thing  is  it,  to  fee  men  fpin  cobwebs  that 
jnult  be  iwept  down  ?  / 

J’n‘lVu  lm  T°  t,hole  that  never  foi,ght  the  Lord 
enectually  to  this  day,  or  do  negleft  him  now  :  thof'e 

tuat  are  like  children  born  before  their  time,  that  have 
had  lome  forrow  after  the  Lord,  but  comforted  be¬ 
fore  it  was  deep,  enough  ;  have  feme  defires,  but  eaf- 
ed  with  other  things  before  they  were  fatisfied  with 
Chnfl  hi m felt ;  that  have  run  for  a  while,  but  are 
grown  weary  before  they  come  half  way  home,  and 
lo  lit  down  m  the  way ;  like  clocks  fet  flow  in  the 
hrlt  hour  of  the  day,  run  flow  all  the  day  after  :  So 
tuefe  fet  back,  and  think  they  are  fet  right  too ;  run 
flow  all  their  life  after.  That  as  it  was  faid  of  a  covet-, 
ous  man,  he  had  a  flrong  delire  for  heaven,'  if  any 
would  bear  his  charges  thither:  fo  thefe.  And  to  you 
I  fpeak,  not  that  never  fought,  but  that  have  been 
Peeking ;  yet  effeddually  to  ufe  ail  means,  this  you 

never  did.  y 

#  > 

i.  Confider  how  far  men  have  gone  ?  What  means 
they  have  ufed  ?  yet  have  never  found  to  this  day. 
Luke  xiii.  24.  “  Strive,”  faith  Chrill.  This  I  fpeak, 
becaule  men  'think  they  may  negled  their  feafons  of 
earned  purfuit  after  grace,  men  may  fit  Hill,  and  put 
ail  care  from  themfelves  to  God,  and’live  in  their  floth. 
O  no,  confider  lo  many  fnares,  lo  many  by-paths,  IT 
many  deceits  within,  fo  many  fins  and  lulls  to  fubdue, 
all  time  and  means  is  little  enough  :  take  heed  of 
Spending  prodigally,  and  think*  Chrifl’s  grace  will 
bear  you  out.  O  !  look  upon  the  cries  of  a  death¬ 
bed,  to  fee  fome  men  that  have  been  like  famifliing 
men  that  have  wanted  bread,  and  then  have  cried. 
Bread,  bread  ;  but  could  not  eat  it.  O,  faith  Paul* 

“  1  beat  down  my  body,  left,  in  preaching  to  others’ 

‘‘  myfelf  become  a  calt-away.” 

2.  Con* 
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2.  Confider  how  others  have  broken  down  the 

great  eft  difficulties,  and  are  now  in  glory,  as  Re  .  ; 

tt  “  They  loved  not  their  lives  to  the  death. 
They  have  not  only  fpent  their  time,  loft  their  name 
their  comfbrts,  but  their  blood,  that  have  paffed 
through  waters,  fires,  bonds,  imprifonments,  and  with 
Paul  have  not  “  accounted  their  lives  dear,  tl  a  y 
“  might  finilh  their  work.”  David  was  full  of  God, 
one  would  think  fometimes  he  had  enough, _  yet  wh 
he  awakes,  he  is  with  God  at  mid-night,  “  his  thoughts 
“  and  reins  inftruft  him;  the  law  was  his  meditation 
«  day  and  night.”  You  fhall  fee  him  in  the  temple 
bleffinv  God,  on  the  throne  advancing  the  Lord,  ■  on 
the  dunghill,  in  banilhment  longing  after  him,  when 
he  fat  among  princes  meditating;  and  was  there  here 
too  much  coft?  might  any  of  this  ointment  have 
been  fpared?  Confider  Chrift  himieli,  Heb.  xn.  i, 
2,  3.  Call  off  floth,  “  Looking  unto  Jefus,  who, 

“  for  the  joy,  defpifed  the  {hame,  endured  the  crois  ; 
and  that  not  for  himfelf,  it  may  be  for  thee,  that 
thou  mightft  not,  now  he  is  at  the  right-hand  of  God: 
fo  are  the  faints  in  heaven,  and  now  rejoicing  that 
ever  they  lought  him,  that  they  fpent  lo  much  time 

on  him.  _  , 

3.  Confider,  there  is  a  time  of  neglect  ot  Curik, 

which  when  pail,  you  {hall  never  find'  him  again, 
John  vii.  3,  4*  u  Ye  fliall  leek  me,  but  nevei  nnd 
4<  me.”  You  have  had  many  diamond-days  and  iea- 
fons,  and  God  gives  you  a  fpace  to  repent,  and  faith , 
“  My  Spirit  {hall  not  always  ftrive;”  it  may  be  fome 
are  but  within  that  fpace,  that  the  Lord  is  at  the  lait 

call  with  you.  -  " 

4.  Confider  whatever  your  condition  be,  {hake  off 
your  floth,  and  fet  upon  the  means,  the  Loid  will  be 
found;  do  it  in  good  earneft:  this  will  be  good  news 
to  you  that  think  he  will  never,  but  be  thy  heart  like 
fteel,  and  hard,  the  Lord  will  break  it,  Heb.  xi.  6. 

“  He  will  be  found  of  them  that  leek  him  diligently:” 

And 
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And  the  greater  things  thou  feekeft  for,  the  more 
ke  to  get  them ;  as  one  of  the  fathers  thinks,  that  to 

E  ZZV  rCpet'l!°nS’.  13  t0  Pra-V  for  fmall  things. 
Open  thy  mouth  wide,  I  will  fill  it;”  and  it  may 

be  prelently  in  a  moment,  when  thou  thinkeii  leaft  of  it 

”ay  ,’e|an.that  tlll?®  when  thou  findelt  moft  unwilling’ 

found  O  i1ClI  ty  t0  Cek’  leCk  thenand  the  Lord  will  be 

he  thinks  T"7  3  m3n  in  the  ufe  of  means, 

e  thinks  -the  Lord  will  never  help,  and  hence  is  tor 

mented  with  this  thought,  and  fits  down  and-refls: 

you  would  keep  a  labourer  from  work,  or  a  travel- 

hom  walking  put  thorns  in  their  feet;  now  the 

bSv'r?  I  r’  rhCre  i3  Pricking  ihlff’  he  cannot 
S  ,°  ,  hls  bu  inefs  now:  fo  it  is  here,  Prov.  xv.  in. 

1  ake  heed  therefore  of  fitting  down  with  fuch  thoughts 

as  thefe;  it  is  flrange  thou  fhouldlt  be  killed  for  every 

cut,  and  becaule  wounded  for  fin  to  fail  off  from  the 
.Lord  by  unbelief  too. 

i.  Motives  to  you  that  have  followed  the  Lord,  but 
now  have  begun  to  negleft  him:  for  what  caufe  I 

k,‘°W  ,not.;  h^.,1  a,»  fure  the  Lord  has  given  you  none; 
yet  a  ?,nt  °l  fluraber  and  floth  is  upon  you,  that  you 
are  not  tne  men  you  were.  It  may  be  fome  for  want 
oi  place,  want  ot  time,  many  occafions,  many  forrows 
and  temptations  in  this  wildernefs ;  and  hence.no 
means  iweet  no  bed  eafy,  your- bones  are  broken. 

“  may,be  a  hTtl!e  time  ot  negled  has  emboldened  you 
to  a  ciiltom :  It  may  be  loofe' examples,  the  fpirits  of  ' 
others  flat  and  thine  is  io  too,  whom  God  fent  into 
chiirch-fellpwfhip  to  quicken  them  :  it  may  be  an  ill 
hulband  is  an  hindrance,  a  bad  wife,  as  Job’s  wife  or 

whatever  it  is,  O  that  God  would  (peak  this  day  to 
you  J  J 

i.  Confider  thou  art  nearer  to  thy  falvation  than 
when  thou  didlt  firit  believe ;  and  then  you  thought 
no  time,  no  pains  too  much,  but  all  too  little,  Rom.  ' 
:<ni.  n,  i2.  Mariners  near  the  fhore,  look  out  for 
rocks,  Lord  that  I  may  not  fplit  now.  Truly  as  it 
was  with  Ci.rik,  the  longer  he  did  live,  the  more  for¬ 
rows; 
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rows  •,  to  with  you.  G„d  has  carried  you  near  falya 
tion  O  now  being  nearer,  there  are  work,  roc..s  look 
ab.it  you  now.  Satan’s  lad  tenrpta.ions  are  llrong- 
eh  O  give  not  in  now  !  It  may  be,  not  many  days 
„0;  weeks  hence,  thou  fhalt  come  to  thy  journey  >s-end : 

Awaken  then  out  of  fleep. 

2.  Confider  how  glad  the  Lord  is  of  toy  company, 

he  has  been  fo,  and  will  be  h>  again  ;  taou  canit  not 
come  in  too  late,  i  Sam.  xii.  at.  as  poor  and  vile  as 
thou  art,  Prov,viii.  “  His  delight  is  with  the  ions 
“  of  men  ”  Witnefs  mercies,  witneis  arthctions,  u 
then  feek'  him  I  Witnefs  defertions,  then  deck  him  ; 
witnefs  his  fweet  entertainment  of  thee,  many  a  time 
when  he  has  given  thee  meat  that  the  world  knows 
not  of;  witnefs  fo  many  hindrances  which  Satan  lays 
in,  who  knows  how  crols  it  is  to  Chrdt,  Jer.  11.  i, 

2  -  “  I  remember  the  love  of  thine  elpouials ; 

“’when  thou  did  It  follow  me;”  efpeciaily  when 
with  molt  difficulty,  when  little  llrength  witmu, 
when  little  hope  without ;  yet  I  will  not  give  over 
He  never  forgets  this.  The  Lord  has  never  luch  fad 
days  as  when  thou  turnelt  thy  back  on  him,  and  thou 
never  lb  good,  as  when  thou  leekelt  him. 

q.  Confider  thy  gains ;  there  lhall  not  the  leak 
endeavour,  defire,  purfuit  after  the  Lord,  not  the 
lealt  word,  prayer,  thought,  time  ipent,  but  an  abun¬ 
dant  recompence  is  in  Chriil’s  hands,  i  Cor.  xv.  5°- 
“  Ever  abounding ;  knowing  that  it  lhall  not  be  in 
“  vain.”  A  man  that  rows  againft  the  llream,  a  lit¬ 
tle  neglett  of  rowing  carries  him  down  again.  But 
O  “  be  ever  abounding  in  the  Lord’s  work,  for  your 
“  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.” 

4,  Confider,.  if  after  admonition  again  and  again, 
yet  you  nourilh  lloth ,  there  is  lome  heavy  broke  neai 
thee”.  Believe  it,  he  will  not  alway  bear  with  thy 
negleft.  As  nothing  makes  him  more  joyful  than 
your  company,  fo  nothing  cuts  him  mote  than  your 
negleft  :  but  though  he  fave  you  from  eternal  mif'ery, 

yet, 
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'  ^imCS  your  Sre3Ceft  comfort  is  loft  by  this 

means,  Matth.  xxvi.  38.  4o.  44,  45-  Firft  he  ftirs 

them  up  once  and  again,  then  leaves  them,  and  comes 

again,  and  faith  nothing,  but  the  third  time,  “  Sleep 

on  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed.”  ,  So  your  comfort, 

and  Limit  and  Ins  preience  are  betrayed.  Some  have 

had  their  hufbands,  wives,  children,  eftates  gone,  but 

v/hica  is  work  of  all,  the  Lord  betrayed,  the  cohifort 

Oi  tueir  hearts  gone,  and  hence  horrors  and  fears  fur- 
prize  them.  -  “ 


III  Motives  to  us  efpecially  in  this  country. 

x.  God  has  put  the  price  and  wealth  of  the  world 

better  than  all  gold  and  filver,  into  our  hands,  who 

are  mod  unthankful,  molt,  unworthy,  and  will  you 

come  lo  far  lor  means,  and  here  negleft  them?  will 

you  thus  negleft  the  Lord?  Like  men  in  confump- 

uons,  they  long  for  any  thing,  and  when  it  comes, 

tney  cannot  touch  it.  (f  it  were  night,  you  might 

iiiil  to  keep,  but  the  day  approacheth.  Shall  God 

plant  Ins  vineyard,  but  you  never  come  to  eat  the 
fruit  of  it  ? 

2.  Your  temptations  are  greater  here  to  negleft  the 
Lord.  Others  are  tried  with  the  fcorching  fun,  there 
is  no  fleeping  there..  God  tries  us  with  the  ftiadow, 
lets  us  under  the  vines  of  ordinances;  others  are  in 
itonns,  we  in  calms.  “  When  thou  eateft  and  art 
inn,  faith  Mpfes,  Deut.  viii.  10,  11.  O  “  for¬ 
get  not  tiie  Lord!”  You  lofe  in  your  eftates,  and 
ndw  you  are  hungry  after  the  fame  again.  Satan  when 
Chm!  was  hungry,  affaults  him.  It  is  a  thoufand  to 
one  if  he  makes  you  not  fair  offers,  and  overcomes. 
Things  that  coft  us  much,  we  prize,  and  keep,  and 
improve,  if  of  any  ufe.  When  we  go  twenty  miles 
to  a  Lei  ament,  O  then  it  13  precious!  while  under 
the  bondage  of  oppreffors,  O  liberty  of  confcience, 
and  ordinances  are  precious  ?  But  when  at  liberty, 

we  have  liberty  to  have  them,  hence  take  liberty  to 
negleft  them. 


3.  Our 
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o'  Our  enemies  will  be  upon  us.  Who  fees  not 
(*«  obferveS  the  Lord's  dealing)  that  fomt ^lorr.ws 
are  toward,  unlefs  the  Lord  awaken,  iome  fudden 
blading  blow.  If  any  wind  be  flirting,  men  on  the  top 
of  mountains  will  feel  it.  The  Lord  has  fet  his  moun¬ 
tain  above  all  others,  and  it  is  folly  to  think  to  llee 
from  the  crofs,  unlefs  we  flee  from  Chnft.  It  p 
of  the  portion  he  doth  owe  us  here,  if  he  loves  us. 
Yet  feek  the  Lord,  negleft  no  feafons  to  .gain  him, 
and  you  fhall  be  hid,  Zeph.  ii.  2’.  Nay  when  worn 
times  come,  2  Chron.  xv.  3,  4,  5-  when  there  is  no 
peace,  they  that  feek  him  fhall  find  him. 

*  I  fear  there  is  at  this  day  as  deep  mifchief  plotting 
againft  New-England  as  ever  the  fun  law.  Lnemses, 
will  fir  ft  deal  fubtilly  before  cruelly,  but  fubtilly  that 
they  may  deal  cruelly.  When  Pharaoh  deals  wifely, 
he  means  to  kill.  Yet  the  Lord  fhall  be  with  us  as 
of  late,  has  he  not  been  feen  in  the  mid  ft  cf  us  for  a 
refuge  ?  Whatever  any  think,  I  believe  never  did 
the  Lord  ftir  up  fuch  prayers,  faith,  See.  among!!  us. 

1  O  therefore  feek  the  Lord  Hill  in  .  private,  it 
you  find  no  good,  find  out  the  fin.  fs  not  meditation 
negletted?  Communion  of  laints  not  improver.  .Do 
not  fay,  we  can  do  nothing,  and  why  are  we  preft  to 
it?  If  you  cannot,  yet  it  is  your  duty,  and  you 
mull  be  preffed ;  and  perilh  you  fhall  if  you  feek  not ; 
or  if  you  be  called,  there  is  iome  Spirit  oi  the  Lore 

in  you  that  is  mighty. 

2.  Being  come  hither  for  public  helps,  and  meauo, 
and  all  ordinances,  O  do  not  betray  your  iibeij.esl 
But  lofe  your  blood  before  you  lofe  them,  and  he 
Lord  in  them.  Bear  the  ark  ft  ill  on  your  ihouldei^, 
that  the  Lord  may  dwell  with  you.  Hence, 

1,  If  you  would  have  the  walls  of  magilba^y  be 
broken  down  (the  means  to  preferve  the  chuich  and 
means  among  you)  if  they  make  laws  deride  them;  it 
'  they  execute  laws,  appeal  from  them. 


.  2.  Would 
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2.  Would  you  have  confufion,  the  mother  of  dif 

cord,  among  the  people?  Let  every  man  once  one  da, 

m  tie  year  turn  magiltrate,  and  out-face  authority3 

and  protefs  ,t  ,s  his  liberty  Would  you  have  rapines. 

thefts,  injuftice  abound?  Let  no  man  know  his  own 

by  removing  the  land-mark,  and  deftroying  pro: 
pertics.  J  6  * 

3.  Would  you  have  God’s  ordinances  in  the  puritv 

oi  them  removed  ?  Keep  out  the  load  of  fuperftition  • 

out  yet,  for  peace  fake,  fuffer  a  few  feeds  to  be  fown 
among  you. 

4*  Would  you  have  all  the  meffengers  of  the  ffof. 
pel  at  firfi  reviled,  at  lad  maffacred  ?  Frofefs  thev 
are  no  better  than  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  perfecting 
Ji-gyptians,  enemies  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  the  more 
devout  tne  ,worfe  ;  as  thofe  that  flirred  up  dorms 
in  Germany  faid,  Chrift  had  four  great  enemies  ;  the 

Pope  Anabaptifts,  Martin  Lusher,  but  efpecially 
John  Calvin.  J 

5.  Would  you  ruin  the  gofpel  ?  Set  not  Poperv 
againft  it,  but  gofpel  again  ft  gofpel,  promifes  againft 
promifes,  Chrift  againft  Chrift,  Spirit  againft  Spirit 
grace  againft  grace ;  and  then  he  is  twice  beaten] 
that  falls  by  his  own  weapons. 

6.  Would  you  have  oppreffars  fet  over  you,  to 
lemove  oidmances,  to  encreafe  vour  burdens  ? 
Maintain  this  principle  then,  that  tliey  will  not 

aftault  us  firlt  by  craft  and  fubtilty,  but  openly  and 
violently. 

7.  Would  you  have  this  ftate  in  time  to  degene¬ 
rate  into  tyranny?  Take  no  care  then  for  making  laws. 
When  they  are  made,  would  you  have  all  authority 
turned  to  a  meer  vanity  ?  Be  gentle,  and  open  the 
door  to  rdl  comers,  that  may  cut  our  throats  in  time  ; 
and  if,  being  come,  they  do  offend  ;  threaten  them] 
and  fine  them,  but  ufe  no  fword  againft  them.  You 
fathers  of  the  country  be  not  offended  ;  this  I  fpeak 
not  to  difparage  any,  the  practice  fpeaks  otherwife ; 
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I  only  forewarn  ;  I  hope  the  Lord  has  prepared  bet¬ 
ter  days  and  mercies  tor  us:  I  am  luie  he^  will,  if 
what  means  we  have  we  preferve  ;  and  what' we  pre~ 
ferve,  we  through  giace  fhali  improve* 

CHAP.  XVII.  SECT.  I. 

That  the  hearts  and  foals  of  believers  are  made  as 
tygffels^  only  for  the  reception  oj  Ctijr/jt  his  Spirits 
and  the  graces  thereof \ 

2.  r~pHE  inward  principle,  wherein  lies  the  fecond 
JL  difference  which  is  plainly  expreffed. 

We  are  now  to  inquire  further  concerning  thefe 
veffels  and  the  oil  in  them.  Veffels  were  the  place 
only  of  receiving  and  preferving  the  oil  for  the  continu¬ 
al  burning  and  fhining  of  the  lamps  :  ho  that  though 
in  fome  fcriptures,  by  lamp  is  underffood  both  the 
veffel  and  the  lamp  by  a  figure,  yet  in  diftina  phrafe 
of  fpeech,  that  is  properly  the  lamp  which  burns  and 
gives  light,  and  that  which  contains  the  oil  to  nourifh,  . 
this  is  the  veffel:  ft  that  the  veffels  were  not  feparate 
things  from  the  lamp,  as  though  the  lamp  was  in  one 
hand,  and  a  veffel  in  another  ;  this  was  neither  the 
cuftom,  nor  comelinefs  of  that  age  to  cumber  them- 
felves  thus  ;  but  the  lamp  (as  it  is  in  ours)  was  that 
part  which  was  kindled  and  lighted,  the  veffel  that 
which  kept  the  oil  to  ferve  this  end  :  and  hence  the 
folly  of  five  of  them  appeared,  that  they  would  car¬ 
ry  burning  lamps  with  empty  veffels,  juft  as  it  a  man 
fiiouJd  draw  the  wick  through  the  oil,  that  it  may 
burn  for  a  time,  and  provide  no  oil  in  the  veffel  to 
maintain  the  lamp;  however  all  comes  to  one  (if  they 
be  feparate)  in  refpett  of  that,  that  I  aim  at. 

Thus  literally  we  fee  what  the  lamp,  veffel,  and 
oil  is  :  Now  what  is  fpiritually  meant  thereby. 

For 
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1.  For  the  oil:  what  is  that?  I  intend  not  here  to 
hiew  the  fond  and  various  apprehenfions  of  popifh  writ¬ 
ers,  who  underhand  by  oil,  alms,  good  works,  a  good 
intention,  &c.  But  by  oil,  is  meant  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  and  the  graces  of  it,  peculiar  to  all  the  elect; 
and  thus  in  fcripture  phrafe,  i  John  ii.  27.  the  Spirit  is 
called  “  the  anointing;”  and  the  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
Cant.  i.  3.  ‘‘.The  fmell  of  Chrilt’s  ointments:” 
Harlots  love  him  for  the  gifts  he  fends,  but  virgins  for 
the  grace  he  has.  That  oil  which  ran  fir  ft  on  Aaron’s 
head,  and  runs  down  to  his  lkirts  is  here  meant. 
Now  as  Chrift  himfelf  had  not  the  Spirit  without 
graces,  nor  thefe  without  the  Spirit,  but  both  ;  fo  both 
thefe  being  in  him  as  in  the  fountain,  they  are  in  us 
as  in  the  velTels. 

2.  Chrift  being  the  fountain  of  all  grace,  and  hav¬ 

ing  the  Spirit  without  meafure,  and  therefore  has  e- 
nough  to  fpare;  he  cannot  be  meant  by  thefe  veffels 
which  had  but  their  meafure,  and  fuch  a  meafure  as 
that  they  had  none  to  fpare  for  the  other.  Therefore 
by  veffels  are  meant  principally  the  precious  fouls  of 
the  faithful,  into  which  this  golden  oil  was  put,  and 
therefore,  2  Cor.  iv.  7.  “  We  have  this  treafure  in 

“  earthen  veffels.”  And  Rom.  ix.  33.  “  They  are 

“  veffels  of  glory,  prepared  unto  glory,”  and  fo  fre¬ 
quently;  fo  that  herein  the  foolifh  fall  fhort,  for  the 
foolifh  boafted  of  Chrift  out  of  them,  but  where  was 
the  Spirit  and  virtue  of  Chrift  in  them?  And  this  is 
conceived  to  be  the  reafon  why  the  main  difference  is 
not  made,  bf  the  want  of  the  external  principle,  viz. 
Chrift,  but  by  want  of  the  internal  principle  and  work; 
this  they  had  not.  1.  They  had  fo  much  oil,  /.  e. 
lighter  ftrokes  of  the  Spirit,  as  kindled  a  profeffiqn, 
but  they  had  not  enough.  2.  They  had  fo  much  oil 
and  light,  as  continued  their  profeflion  for  a  while,  but 
it  continued  not  long. 


Here 
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Here  therefore  obferve  thefe  four  things: 

Observation  u  That  the  precious  fouls  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  are  veffels  made  only,  or  chiefly  to  receive  and  pre- 
ferv-e  the  prefence  of  the  Spirit  and  the  grace  of  Chrilt. 

Obfervation  2.  That  within  thefe  veffels  there  is  an 

inward  principle  of  grace  and  life.  ■ 

Observation  3.  There  is  a  certain  meafure,  degree, 
plenitude  or  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  in  the  heart 
of  the  faithful,  which  the  uniound,  though  molt  glori¬ 
ous  profeffors  of  the  gofpel  fall  fhort  of. 

Observation  4-  That  the  graces  of  the  faints  where¬ 
with  their  hearts  by  the  Spirit  are  filled,  are  conltant, 
and  of  an  everlafting  and  eternal  nature.  . 

Thefe  three  laft,  anfwer  three  queffions.  If  any  afk 
the  difference  between  the  virgins ;  the  foolifli  want,^ 
and  the  wife  have  an  inward  principle  of  the  Spirit  of 
life.  If  it  be  faid,  hypocrites  have  an  invvard  work, 
yet  this  inward  principle  is  fuch  a  fulneis  of  Spirit 
which  they  ever  fall  fiiort  of,  and  this  will  make  them 
known  for  the  prefent.  If  again  it  be  faid,  that  many 
flourifh  glorioully  for  a  time;  yet  it  is  of  an  everlaft¬ 
ing  nature,  and  this  will  mamleft  them  one  from  ano¬ 
ther  in  time  to  come. 

The  firft  point  therefore  I  will  only  touch  on  now. 

t  ■ 

SECT.  II. 

;  .  '  -V~  V 

Dott.  1.  1  HAT  the  precious  fouls  and  hearts  of 
all  the  faithful  are  veffels  made,  chiefly  and  only  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  preferve  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  Chrift,  or 
the  gracious  prefence  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift:  that  as 
it  is  with  the  fouls  of  the  wicked,  they  are  made  only 
to  hold  Satan,  fin,  and  wrath,  and  fo  fitted  for  de- 
ftruftion ;  fo  the  fouls  of  the  faints  are  made  and  fit¬ 
ted  only  to  receive  and  nourifti  the  Spirit,  grace,  and 
love  of  Chrift.  That  as  it  is  with  princes,  the  belt 

Z  rooms 
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rooms  are  referred  only  for  them;  their  attendants  may 
come  m  and  out  to  ferve  them,  but  it  is  their  room 
tlieu-  lodging,  bo  here,  the  hearts  of  the  faithful, 
and  the  belt  rooms,  belt  affections  of  it  are  only  tc 
entertain  the  Lord,  and  his  graces  and  Spirit?  yet  o- 
ther  things  may  come  in, and  out  as  attendants  to  him, 
to  lerve  him,  but  the  rooms  themfelves  are  only  for 
lus  proper  ufe,  2  Tim.  ii.  20,  21.  The  church  is 
God’s  houfe :  now  there  are  many  veffels  (many 
fouls)  feme  bafer  of  wood  and  earth,  fome  .of  hem- 
our;  what  are  thefe  ?  Anfwer,  u  If  a  man  purge 
himfelf  from  thefe;”  for  no  man  is  born  with  a  next 
djfpofition  to  receive  grace,  as  a  veffel  full  of  puddle 
water  that  mufl  firil  be  cafl  out;  now  when  this  is 
done,  he  is  a  veffel  meet  for  his  mailer  's  ufe,  prepared, 
&c.  The  bell  veffels  abide  in  the  houfe,  not  for  their 
own  or  fervants  ufe,  but  for  the  mailer’s  ufe  only. 
And  though  the  Spirit  may  withdraw  for  fome  time, 
and  they  be  unable  to  do  any  good  work,  yet  they  are 
prepared  for  the  Spirit,  and  fo  for  every  good  work, 
and  here  is  all  the  ufe  of  the  veffel  of  honour.  Hypo¬ 
crites  are  veffels  of  pomp,  and  flate,  and  ornament: 
O  the  brave  church  of  Sardis !  the  profound  judgments, 
deep  heads,  eminent  ChriftianS,  but  not  veffels  of  ho¬ 
nour,  becaufe  not  veffels  of  ufe  only  for  their  mailer, 
only  to  receive  the  eternal  anointing  of  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  Jefus.  If  you  would  know  the  certainty  of 
this  more  fully,  i.  Go  and  aik  themfelves,  is  it  fo  or 
not!  if  they  be  of  age,  and  know  themfelves,  they  will 
fay,  I  am  the  Lord’s  only,  Ifa.  xliv.  4,  5.  “  When 

“  they  fpring  up  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes :  one 
“  fhall  fay  I  am  the  Lord’s.”  As  an  eminent  light 
laid,  when  dying,  O  Lord,  I  will  be  thine:  aik  the 
world  whofe  they  are?  and  to  what  ufe  and  purpofe 
they  ferve  ?  they  will  anfwer,  they  are  none,  of  ours ; 
and  therefore,  John  xv.  19.  u  The  world  hates  them.” 
Aik  the  Lord  himfelf,  he  well  profeffes,  though  many 
wants  and  weakneffes  in  them;  nay,  though  fometimes 

they 
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they  are  weary  and  negleft  him,  fall  and  foil  thsm- 
felves;  yet,  Ifaiah  xliii.  a,.  “  Hus  people  have  I 

“  formed  for  myfelf.”  Veffels  formed  and  fitted  of 

God  only  for  his  glory*  . , 

Reafort  i.  Becaule  all  the  creatures  in  the  woud 

are  theirs,  and  fervants  to  them,  and  therefore  they 
are  for  the  Lord  only,  1  Cor.  iii.  21,  22,  23.  tie 
more  we  took  care  for,  and  fet  our  hearts  upon  the 
creature,  if  the  more  we  were  converiant  with  it,  the 
more  ye  fliould  have,  and  the  better  we  fliould  live: 
Or  if  they  fliould  not  ferve  us,  unleis  we  did  firfl  bow- 
down  our  knees  to  worfhip  them,  and  our  backs  to 
bear  them;  then  feeing  the  world  lives  by  catching, 
we  might  then  difrobe  and  dilthrone  our  fouls,  and 
care  more  for  thefe  things,  and  lefs  lor  the  Loid , 
love  thefe  tilings  more,  and  the  Lord  lefs;  but  the 
Lord  Jefus  having  taken  all  care  for  his  people,  and 
bearing  more  love  to  them,  and  having  more  care  of 
them  than  themfelves,  and  therefore  having  given  all 
creatures  in  the  heavens,  fea  and  dry  land  to  ferve 
them,  they  ought  to  be  and  are  only  for  him,  Hof. 
ii.  21.  23.  When  a  man  is  the  feed  of  God,  and  bora 
for  him,  now  all  creatures  ferve  him;  hence,  i  Tim. 
vi.  17,  18.  It  is  a  prevailing  motive, with  all  the  faints* 
we  have  a  living  God  that  gives  us  all  things;  all  cie- 
atures  being  dead,  and  not  able  of  themfelves  to  nelp 
us,  therefore  trull  not  on  thefe  things,  but  him  only, 
be  not  high  minded  in  thefe  things;  but  magnify  hini^ 
/only.  We  know  how  angry  God  was  with  Belfhaz-" 
zar  for  prophaning  the  veffels  #f  the  Lord’s  houfe,  in 
making  them  quaffing  bowls,  and  turning  them  to 
common  ufe.  When  a  man  is  brought  to  that  mile- 
ry  that  he  has  none,  nor  knows  of  none  to  be  a  friend 
to  take  care  or  thought  for  him,  none  that  loves  him 
then  he  fhifts  lor  him  fell  and  becomes  a  lervant.  Bu 
thofe  that  know,  as  women,  that, they  have  rich  huf- 
bands  to  live  on,  they  take  care,  i  Cor.  vii.  34.  hotv 
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to  pleafe  them  :  fq  here.  What  is  the  reafcrn  that 
men  are  mad  for  this  world?  Becaufe  they,  poor  cre¬ 
atures,  have  no  friend,  know  no  friend;  but  faints 
have  him,  aitd  know  him,  John  xvii.  2.  The  faints 
are  given  to  Ghrifl,  Chrift  to  them,  and  all  the  world 
put  into  Gh rill’s  hand  for  us,  (for  the  creatures  are 
not  given  to  us  immediately  to  our  own  difpofe,  and 
hence  we  have  not  much  of  this  world)  to  what  end  ? 
That  fo  he  might  give  eternal  life  begun  here.  This  is 
the  only  gift,  and  laft,  and  be  ft,  and  worthy  of  himfelf, 
and  this  only  we  receive. 

Reafon  2.  In  regard  of  that  blefled  liberty  all  the 
faithful  are  brought  into;  for  what  is  a  Cliriltian’s  li¬ 
berty  ?  is  it  to  ferve  men?  No,  1  Cor.  vii.  23.  There¬ 
fore  ferve  not  yourfelves ;  is  it  then  to  ferve  your  own 
lull?  No,  Rom.  vi.  22.  “  You  are  made  free  from 

4C  fin,  and  fervants  unto  God,”  Is  it  then  to  ferve 
any  creature  out  of  yourfelves  ?  No,  Gal.  iv.  1.  The 
world  is  yours  already,  1  Cor.  iii.  21,  22.  given  to 
you,  bought  for  you,  fpend  not  therefore  one  groat 
more  to  purchafe  it,  but  keep  thofe  affe&ions  and 
hearts  for  the  Lord;  much  lefs  imprifon  not,  and  im- 
bondage  not  yourfelves  for  it.  A  Chriftian’s  liberty, 
which  God  crowns  him  with  above  all  the  princes  of 
the  world,  is  to  be  only  for  the- Lord,  which  liberty  all 
creatures  groan  to  be  in,  Rom.  viii.  21,  22.  To  be 
for  God  and  a  lull,  for  Chrifl  and  this  world,  it  is  a 
fhameful  bondage,  and  moll  lamentable,  and  you  are 
not  at  liberty  yet,  if  not  only  for  the  Lord.  When 
the  children  of  kings  Hind  peers,  of  princes  fhall  be 
made  to  come  at  the  call  of  their  grooms  and  kitchen- 
boys,  if  ever  they  flood  before  the  face  of  princes, 
they  will  count  this  a  heavy  thraldom  and  bondage: 
fo  if  ever  you  flood  before  the  God  of  the  whole  earth, 
you  will  account  it  an  heavy  bondage,  to  have  an 
heart  fometime  for,  and  fometime  not  for  the  Lord. 
Is  not  .this  liberty?  No,  but  .to  have  a  heart  only  de¬ 
termined  to  the  Lord;  as  it  is  in  angels,  and  in  the 

,  man 


TEN  VIRGINS.  357 

man  Chrift  Jefus.  Verily  look,  as  the  Lord  leaves  his 
people  for  a  time  to  their  liberty  in  fin,  lo  that  their 
hearts  are  determined  only  to  fin,  that  they  are  fit  on¬ 
ly  to  receiver  the  fuggeftions  and  pieafures  of  it,  but  fit 
to  quench  the  Lord’s  Spirit :  fo  the  Lord  Jefus  making 
himfelf  and  grace  more  fvveet  than  their  lulls,  their 
hearts  are  determined  only  for  him,  their  ve'flels  are 
only  for  his  oifi  Rom.  Vi.  19.  The  liberty  oi  will 
that  Arminians  plead  for,  is  nothing  but  the  hypocrify  . 
of  a  falfe  heart,  whole  heart  being  touched  partly  with 
God,  and  partly  with  the  creature;  hence  is  al way- 
falling  from  one  to  the  other,  James  i.  Double-mind- 
4t  ed  men;”  but  the  faints  are  determined  unto  one, 
and  then  made  perfect  in  one. 

Reafon  3.  In  regard  of  the  fulnefs  and  all-fufficien- 
cy  of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  which  their  hearts  are  made 
fit  veffels  to  receive;  and  do  receive;  they  finding  e- 
nough  there,  God  referves  them,  and  they  relerve 
themfelves  only  for  the  receiving  of  this,  John  vi.  68. 
“  Will  you  depart  ?  Lord,  to  whom  fhould  we  go  ? 
“Thou  haft  the  words  of  life and  lo  the  Spirit  ot 
life,  that  have  quickened  our  hearts  when  dead,  that 
do  put  frelh  life  to  us  when  dying,  that  comfort  our 
hearts  when  forrowing.  Here  is  the  life,  glory,  the 
life  of  Chrift,  the  life  of  God  ;  other  things  do  but  dead 
our  hearts,  thou  haft  words  of  life.  John  iv.  14.  “  I  he 
u  water  that  I  give,  ftiall,”  i.Be  that  which  ill  all  quench 
all  his  third  to  other  things  ;  fo  that  though  a  man 
wants  them,  yet  his  ftomadi  is  gone,  which  the  damn¬ 
ed  lhall  find  other  wife.  2.  A  well  of  water  in  him, 
ever  near  him;  men  have  their  accommodations  far 
oft,  but  this  is  in  him.  Your  hearts  within  are  trou¬ 
bled,  perplexed,  and  behold  this  is  in  you.  3.  Spring¬ 
ing  up,  continually  increafing;  for  to  have  a  good 
thing,  and  not  to  be  fatisfied  in  our  defires  with  it, 
what  is  it  but  a  mifery?  Hence  it  fprings  up  unto  e- 
verlafting  life,  which  is  the  fourth,  viz.  The  continu¬ 
ance  of  it,  this  will  be  here  till  my  mortality  is  fwal- 
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lowed  up  of  life.  Like  a  leaking  fliip  that  takes  in 
water  by  little,  and  little,  till  at  lad  it  is  fwallowed  up 
in  the  fea.  r 

/  '  •  '  \ 

SEC  T.  III. 

Ufe  i. H.ENCE  we  may  fee  the  reafon  why  the 
Loid  doth  not  abundantly  reveal  and  communicate 
him  felt  to  the  louls  of  many  men.  What  is  the  mat¬ 
ter  ?  Is  it  becaufe  they  find  no  want  of  his  Spirit,  and 
life,  and  grace,  and  peace,  and  glory?  Yes  they  do, 
and  hence  exprefs  their  wants  to  men,  and  complain 
of  their  wants  to  God.  Is  it  for  this,  that  Chriil  has 
not  wherewithal?  Yes,  he  has  received  the  Spirit  with¬ 
out  meafure,  John  iii.  34.  and  fountains  always  run, 
though  men  feidorn  drink.  What  then  ?  Is  it  becaufe 
they  bring  not  their  hearts,  hold  not  their  veffels  un¬ 
der  the  Lord’s  horn  of  oil?  Yes  that  they  do,  but 
their  veffels  are  naught,  they  are  not  only  for  him; 
they  feel  their  want  of  grace  and  Chriil,  but  not  only 
or  chiefly  of  this.  Special  grace  (hail  never  be  pour¬ 
ed  into  a  common  vcffel,  a  common  heart,  that  lies  in 
common  for  God,  and  lull,  and  world  too.  The  ho- 

*  ,  v  / 

nour,  peace,  life,  gain,  of  a  God,  are  fweet  and  preci¬ 
ous.  “  Lord,  ever  give  me  that  water  to.  drink.” 
But  you  have  five  hufbands,  and  feek  not  this  only: 
He  nee,  if  the  Lord  denies  you,  you’  can  be  content, 
becaufe  you  have  fomething  elle  to  fill  your  veffels; 
il  the  Lord  gives,  you  undervalue  it,  and  grow  worfe: 
and  the  very  rifing  of  that  common  grace  you  have, 
is  the  beginning  of  your  apollacy  and  letting  off  from 
God.  And  lienee,  no  wonder  why  you  pray  but  ne¬ 
ver  have,  James  i.  6,  7.  you  want,  and  crave,  but  ne¬ 
ver  find;  your  veffel  is  naught,  though  the  Lord  is 
good.  It  is  a  black  mark  that  thou  art  in  bondage  to 
the  creature,  and  did  ft  never  know  what  the  liberty, 
even  the  glorious  liberty  of  a  fon  means.  And  it  is  a 
Jttofi:  grievous  bondage  to  be  half  unloofed  and  yet  to 
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b„  in  bonds:  And  I  affure  you,  if  you  knew  the 
gift  of  God,  if  ever  you  tailed  how  fweet  the  Lo.d 
is-  this  is  the  only  thing  your  fouls  will  cry  ior. 
that  when  you  come  to  alk,  and  the  Lord  faith-,  what 

o  sprit  »r  im  o  ^ 

tire  of  my  bleffed  head !  And  what  elle’  .Iiomy; 
Sf  is  it  my  veffel  ia  made  to  hold;  lam  not  made 
for  my  lull,  nor  fins,  nor  world:  I  would  I  ha. 
a  bigger  veffel,  a  larger  heart  to  receive  thy  grace  only. 

I  coufefs,  a  gracious  heart  may  lor  a  tune  be  earned  too 
violently  after  other  things;  and  yet  leek  the  Lou 
Too ,  as  Solomon,  Eccl.  ii.  But  alter  it  knows  Ch  ut 
better,  it  is  more  reierved  now  for  him,  as  Gene,  -> 
xxxix  t.  4,  5>  6.  Jofeph’s  mailer  lor  a  time  kept 
tilings,* in  his  own  hand;  but  when  he  faw  the  Lord 
was  with  Jofeph,  and  that  he  was  profperous,  and 
bleffed,  then  he  made  him  overfeer,  and  he  knew  not 
it  is  fakl,  what  he  had,  fave  only  the  bread  that  he 
did  eat:  So  it  is  in  our  Jofeph.  As  the  poor  woman 
that  knew  the  Mefiiah,  Ihe  leaves  her  veffel,  her  wa¬ 
ter-pot  with  him,  and  now  would  have  all  the  cny  to 
come  and  fee  and  believe  in  him,  and  depend  on  him 
only,  trull  to  him  only,  &c.  Doll  thereiore  leeu, 
and  find  not!  Hall  been  long  waiting,  and  teeleit  not 
And  thou  wondrell  at  it!  Others  comforted,  and  I 
not!  Search  if  this  be  not  the  caufe;  it  may  be  thy 
heart  is  not  fet  only  for  this,  but  on  thy  back,  belly, 
lots  eafe,  what  {hall  I  eat,  drink!  &c.  As  lome  wo¬ 
men,  becaufe  God  does  not  feed  fo  liberally  their  fweet 
tooth,  their  licorifh  longings,  build  them  cieled  houles, 
meafure  their  prefent  condition  according  to  their  fin- 
ful  humour;  nothing  can  pleafe  them,  neither  huj- 
band,  fervants,  minifiers,  nor  God’s  ordinances.  ^  ^ 
>  this  a  veffel  for  the  Lord  and  his  grace  only  ?  You 
mull,  you  will  have  a  longer  coat  than  you  can  well 
wear;  hold  here.  Never  think  to  have  one  pray ei 
anfwered:  If  this  night  thv'  day  of  mifery  lhould 
come  cry  thou  mavfi,  but  no  God  to  hear  thee  or 
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S  tmercv°Lo!dtIn  0i1,  3  lktle  grace>  now  a 

to  hold  it  7R..f  n  ,  r  I  °Tno»  y0U  have  no  veffel 

thers  it  msv  1  °  b  6  8  r^r  L°rd  y°U  knovv  k-  O- 

thers  it  may  be  are  not  fo  full  of  thefe  fores  of  imna 

tienoy:  but  you.  pray  for  God,  and  grace  an.I  1  ^ 

it  not.  Why  fo?  Thefe  are  not  tl  e^thin  ’^ ^  d  have 

only  ft,  [„.  Why?  Becanft  yfu 

f  Ilh0Ut  ,them*  1  am  you  will  fay;  but  you  are- 
for  you  do  not  lament  daily  ' after  the7  Lord  for  thefe 

thmgs  only:  that  which  only  fatisfies,  that  thy  heart 

1  h°'*1  W  l-e  help  fe 
fol  thts  No,  faith  James,  think  not  fo.  O  therefore 

e  3  the  Lord.  \ on  know  what  hurts  you-  faints 

W  hurts  thus  :  but  they  purge  thentftlves  and  hence 

Tlr  “  Jeir'lsaftil1;  Wh“  »  begging  for 

Ifraei,  Mine  Angel,”  faith  God,  “  jhall  no  T„,,i, 

sr 

e  e,  ii-xod.  xxxm.  This  prayer  wins  the  field 
and  wears  the  garland.  The  evils  of  the  churchi  are 
many,  an  hour  of  temptation  is  coming  on;  foandals 
are  hke  to  be  great;  the  fubtilties  of  enemies  many! 
Low  we  pray,  and  yet  thefe  have  come,  and  we  fear 
they  will  come.  O -beloved,  go  to  the  Lord,  and 
plead  with  him  only  for  this;  and  when  thou  «anft 
procure  nothing  for  thyfelf,  yet  let  it  fare  well  with 
oton:  and  this  only  I  mull:  have,  Pfal  mil  fo 

llf?notthinS  1  haVC  defired-”  You  flla11  have  it  then] 

Ufe  2.  oee  the  great  fin  of  thefe  that  lofe  their  life 
preferve  not  the  Spirit  when  he  comes  to  them  in  or* 
dinanccs;  you  are  veffels  only  made  for  the  Lord  and 
will  you  lofe  that  which  he  drops  in?  There  L  no  o 
thers  can  receive  him,  John  xiv.  17.  ancl  when' he 
comes  to  you,  do  you  thus  requite  him?  &c. 
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CHAP.  XVIII.  SECT.  I. 

That  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  believers  as  the  principle 
of  their  Spiritual  life  and  bohnejs. 

DoH  2.  "THAT  within  thefe  veffels,.  is  an  inward 
1  principle  of  life  and  grace.  Or  the 
burning,  Ihining  profeffion  of  aU  the  faithful,  1  pro- 
ceedeth  from  an  inward  principle  of  the  p* 
grace,  by  the  fneans  of  which  their  lamp  bui  11s,  ai 

by  „u  i.  sPi; 

rit  of  Jefus,  not  out  of  us,  but  received  in  us 
coming  only  upon  us,  for  fo  he  may  on  foolilh  vir¬ 
gins,  by  Balaamitifh  ravifhments,  and  hypocritical 
pangs,  and  land-flood  affeftions  ;  but  abiding  in  us, 
and  that  not  as  it  doth  in  hypocrites,  but  as  it  is  m 
Chrift  Jefus,  without  meafure,  both  Spirit  and  graces, 
fo  it  abides  in  us  in  meafure:  in  Him  as  the  fountain, 
in  us  as  the  veffels,  from  whofe  fulnefs,  we  receive 
the  fame.  So  that  by  oil  is  not  meant  the  external 
principle  of  all  life,  the  Lord  Jefus  having  pint  an 
grace  enough,  but  keeping  our  hearts  empty  of  it: 
but  the  Lord  Jefus  in  us,  who  is  not  in  us  but  by  his 
Spirit,  even  the  Spirit  of  life,  from  whence  all  our 
actions  fpring,  and  from  which  oil  our  lamp  burns. 
This  therefore  I  fay,  the  profeffion  ot  the  faithtui, 
fprings  not  from  outward  motives,  or  principles  ot 
motion,  as  the  actions  of  hypocrites,  fometimes  fud- 
den  praife,  fometimes  gain,  fometimes  fears,  fome¬ 
times  flefhly  hopes,  fometimes  fudden  conceit  and 
fancy,  fometimes  irruption,  and  rufhings  of  the  Spirit 
upon  them,  but  there  is  a  fpring  within,  there  is  a 
life  within ;  there  is  oil  in  the  veffel  to  fill  the  lamp, 
and  fo  hence  it  burns.  Eph.  ff.  x.  “  You  hath  he 
“  quickned,  who  were  dead  in  fins,”  i •  e.  you  were 
held  as  faff  under  the  power  of  your  fins,  as  a  dead 


man 
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man  is  under  the  bonds  of  death  :  but  now  in  the 

life'Yt  deathVThere  '3  the  SPirit  of  Iife»  and  the 

lue  ot  the  Spirit.  Now,  life  is  an  inward  principle  of 

UeerznA™7}  Wg  I"  kS  °Wn  p!aCe:  as  tde  fu"’  and 

L  ,gl'afs’  and  catt!e-  You  may  take  a  (lone, 
or  a  mil  -Hone,  or  wheel,  and  move  it,  yet  thev  have 

no  lde,  becaufe  this  is  not  from  an  inwJrd  principle- 

lo  hypocrites  may  be  a&ed,  and  moved  byPthe  great 

Cr  °.f  ,|h*  Sp‘r‘t  in  an  ordinance,  yet  not  living 

SpiritT-i,  /  • "  ‘V,4-  •  the  Water  (which  is  the 
'  '  ,s  a  tpnng  of  living  water  in  him.”  Cif- 

teins  may  nave  water  in  them,  but  no  fpring,  that  is 

caned"2- Ti  te  f  ?d  fummer>  1  John  di-  9-  this  is 
d.  lne  feed  remaining  in  him:”  which  is  that 

new  creation,  new  birth,  which  the  verfe  itfelf  ex- 
pounds ;  lo  that  he  cannot  fin:  it  is  againlt  his  nature, 
now  he  cannot  be  a  fin-maker.  Balaam  could  not 
mine  the  people  of  God;  and  many  cannot  do  as 
otnem  do.  Why,  is  it  becaufe  they  are  born  of  God? 
i  o,  but  from  fome  other  refpedts  :  and  hence,  Mat. 
xui.  2i.  the  ftony-ground  fell  away,  becaufe  they  had 
not  the  root  within.  This  is  called,  The  inner-man ; 
*ie  good  treafure  of  the  heart,  oppofite  to  the  evil 
treatore  of  the  heart  of  a  wicked  man.  Now,  as  an 
evil  man  acts  not  only  from  Satan,  the  evil  fpirit  • 
but  tne  inward  power  of  lull;  fo  the  faints, Mat. xii.  -  c! 
And  here  I  intend  not  to  fhew  what  this  inward  prin¬ 
ciple  is  particularly,  for  that  I  referve  to  the  two  lad 

Points.  Yet,  lell  any  diould  durable,  let  me  fpeak 
to  two  forts. 


1.  Know  fome  of  you,  that  there  is  not  only  ex¬ 
ternal  actings  of  the  Spirit,  from  whence  we  add;  but 
a  new  nature  in  the  faints. 

2.  Let  others  know,  i;  That  as  before  the  Lord 
cal  s,  we  are  dead;  lo  after  we  are  alive,  this  inward 
principle  is  not  perfeft  here.  Hence  aftions  fome- 
times  ceafe;  and  when  they  do  not,  yet  are  corrupted, 
a  tefa  principia  aft,  but  never  err  in  their  add,  lienee 

have 
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daily  need  of  the  _  -  J  ’  .  . .  .  ^  operations  of 

cfpecialiy  in  tune  ot  nev.  ,  „  •  u  You  are 

inward  principle  ;  and  hence,  1  Pe  ' graces 

“  Leftriter’efore,  prove  tl.cfe  ihree  things  to  you. 

f0ri!PXh"f  the  Splrr'o"f  \lre  Lord  Jofus  is  in  the  fouls 

"there  is  s  principle  of  crested  graces, 

°r  ;h  Ths.to™  ^priudpp  the  Spirit  dif penftog 
himfelf  by  his  graces,  our  lamp  burns, 

profeffion  fpring  and  flnne  forth.  .  .  ,  r  ,  r 

1  Fir ft  That  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  is  111  the  foul*.  ot 

’  f  -J  r  1  T,  |in  ;;  27.  “  The  anointing  teacheth 
the  faithful,  1  John  11.  -7-  ...  iU  g  ti,at 

“  you  all  things.”  Rom.  via.  n,  J  he  Spirit  that 
“  raifed  up  Telus  Chrilt  from  the  aeaci,  dwelleth  m  us. 
The  manner  of  his  being  in  us,  I  intend  not  to -medd  e 
with,  unlefs  1  faw  more  caufe.  I  do  believe  the  ma  - 
ner  of  his  abiding  in  us,  and  his  nearness  to  all  the 
faints,  when  feen  of  us,  may  aitonifli  our  own  fpin.o, 
and  fhall  one  clay  confound  all  the  world ;  only  know 
as  the  martyr  laid,  “  He  is  come  he  is  come.  __  lh~ 
fpirit  of  the  world  and  Satan  is  call  out,  1  Cor,  n.  12. 
and  in  room  of  them  enters  the  Spirit  ot  fj-od. 

Secondly ,  That  the  Spirit  fo  is  m  the.fanhful,  as 
that  there  is  a  principle  of  created  graces  in  them,  c 
an  inward  principle  of  life  and  grace.  Rot  that  thefe 
alone  make  this  inward  principle,  but  tne  Spirit  m  us 
working  of  them,  working  by  them.  And  truly  1 
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Ae  pr0V'ng  °f  fuch  a  Principle  fhall 
le  an  attributing  too  much  to  grace  in  us.  P 

I‘r  1i£cref0!'e’  t0  den-v  this>  is  t0  deny  Chrift  to  be 
our  fana.fic.tion  ;  for  bef.de  the  paffive  obedient  of  ' 

-.nuh,  we  arejuftified  by  his  aftive  obedience  alfo  i  e 
Ins  inward  conformity  to  the  law,  and  his  external 
obedience  to  the  law.  So  that  er are-  1  1  .  1 

Chntt,  becon,*  our  j„mScatio„  f  and i,  “ 
to  be  ••  righteoufnefs.”  No  ,ua„  can  iZ  l 
fore  God  but  by  perfett  holinefs,  but  by  doing  what-  ‘ 
ever  the  law  requires,  and  continuing  i'o  to  do  •  this 
is  not  in  us,  this  is  in  Chrift  :  this,  as  it  is  in  Chrift 
is  properly  our  r.ghteoufnefs  or  juftification.  Now’ 
what  is  our  fanaification  ?  If  not  graces  in  Chrift’ 
then  graces  received  from  Chrift  Jefus,  which  is  this 
inward  principle  I  now  fpeak  of;  and  therefore  to  dC 

uy  *3  noJe‘s  than't0  deny  Chrift  is  our  fan&ifi- 
cation  :  but  Paul  faith,  “  The  Lord  fandify  you  in 

foul>  and  body>  and  fpirit,”  i  Thef.  v.  23.  And  if 
it  were  lo,  a  man  may  have  a  heart  unfanaified  and 

.  2'  ^  tbere  fii°uld  not  be  thofe  graces,  then  a  Chrif- 
tian  was  not  bound  to  add  one  grace  to  another,  but 
then  the  apoftle’s  precept  fhould  be  broken,  2  Peter 
1.  7,-8.  and  lo  a  Chfiftian  could  not  grow  in  grace 

for  graces  are  perfeft  in  Chrift ;  and  the  Spirit  does 

not  grow  m  grace,  and  the  immediate  operations  of 
tne  opint  increafing  in  us,  are  not  properly  graces 
no  more  than  the  aft  of  feeing  is  the  eye,,  no  more 
than  giving  goods  to  be  burned  is  love. 

3.  J  hen  we  are  not  to  pray  for  graces,  if  there  be 
no  luch  thing  to  be  found  in  the  hearts  of  faints;  but 
1  falm  ii.  10.  David  prays,  “  create  in  me  a  clean 
heart ,  now,  il  it  be  a  thing  created  in  me,  it  is  not 
the  fpirit  only  in  me,  for  that  cannot  be  created.  I 
doubt  not  but  David  had  a  clean  heart,  but  he  fell  in 
pt»it;  and  therefore  look  as  there  needs  a  creating 

power 
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power  to  make,  fo  there  is  a  creating  power  to  reftore 

us  apfaiii  to  whst  is  loii.  .  r  • 

I  Then  the  faints  have  none  of  their  fins  morti¬ 
fied;  for  it  is  as  with  the  eye,  being  made  to  ice,  if 
S^ht  goes  out,  darknefs  comes  in  and  if  that  be  fob¬ 
bed  fight  is  renewed:*  So  the  foul  being  made 
only  for  God,  and  to  bear  his  image  ;  blot  out  that, 
darknefs  and  fin  come*  in ;  call  out  fin,  the  Lot 
and  his  image  and  graces  come  m.  It  me.  eio.e  th  i  . 
be  no  graces  in  the  faints,  then  no  fin  mortified,  tru  y 
if  fo,  then  the  end  of  Chrilt’s  coming  and  dying, 
is  quite  aboliflied,  i  John  iii.  8.  and  Rom.  vi.  2,  3. 
c.  Then  the  Lord  fltould  be  falfe  in  his  covenant., 

and  break  oath,  and  be  forfworn  ;  tor,  Jer.  xxxi.  32. 

“  I  will  write  my  law  in  their  hearts.”  Luke  1.  73* 
74.  So  that  if  you  will  not  believe  man,  yet  oelieve 
God  :  and  if  you  will  not  believe  his  word,  yet  his  oath. 
O  but  many  good  Chriflians  find  no  fuch  thing.  But 
is  it  fo,  as  they  find  it  indeed  ?_  Either  then  they  are 
no  Chriftians,  or  elfe  the  Lord  is  forfworn 

Thirdly,  That  by  the  inward  principle  ot  Spirit 
•and  graces,  our  lamp  burns  and  lhines,  our  actions 
ilfue.  The  Spirit  enables  a  man  to  know,  ^and  hence 
the”  add  flows,  he  doth  know  the  Lord.  The  Spirit 
enables  inwardly  for  to  love  the  Lord,  and  hence  it 
doth  love  him.  That  as  (Shrift  faith,  “  A  good  tree 
“  brings  forth  good  fruit,”  from  an  inward  fap  re¬ 
ceived"3  from  the  root,  and  by  abiding  on  the  root; 

fo  here.  -  .  ,  ,  . 

1.  Thofe  that  are  renewed  to  Adam’s  image  m 

their  meafure,  have  according  to  that  nicafuie,  pow¬ 
er  to  aSt ;  or  in  thofe  graces  there  is  power  to  s£t, 
for  he  had  power  fo  to  do.  .tuvery  creature  in  the 
world  had  a  law  of  nature  to  cairy  them  to  their  end, 
jjod  fo  were  carried  to  it.  But  Adam  had  a  Lw  ci 
divinity,  whereby  be  being  a  caufe  by  coumei,  was 
enabled  by  God  to  carry  himfelf  towards  bis  end. 
Now  we  are  renewed  to  that  image  in  part,  Epli.  iv.  24. 
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I  know  there  is  difference  between  Adam’s  power 
to  act,  which  had  no  faith,  and  ours  that  has.  And 
do-  not  think  that  this  doth  advance  nature,  and 

.  1  *  f*  \  execution  of 

the  prom  lie  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  doth  deftroy 

grace,  and  advance  nature.  For  the  writing  again 

the  law  in  our  hearts,  is  that  which  this  covenant 

promiietn  ;  nay,  this  doth  honour  the  riches  of  grace: 

that  a  man  being  under  the  power  of  fin,  and  can- 

not  get  deliverance,  the  Lord  fhcuid  now  give  an 

humble  conquering  fpirit ;  never  a  precious  heart 
but  will  be  thankful  for  it. 

2.  Becaufe  the  graces  in  us,  are  received  from  the 
Lord  Jefus  his  lulnefs,  John  i.  16.  Now,  the  graces 
in  Chrift  a:e  not  dead,  but  living;  are  not  weak,  but 
powerful ;  tue  Spirit  of  grace  is  now  triumphing  in 
him,  it  is  fo  in  us-only  j  it  is  in  him  in  the  higheft 
degree,  in  us^  in  a  lower.  And  therein  confifts  our 
likenefs  to  Chrift,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  And  to  deny  this, 
is  to  deface  the  image  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  Without 
Chrift,  a  Chriftian  can  do  nothing:  but  how  doth 
Chrift  do  all  by  the  Spirit  without  graces  ?  (I  fpeak 
not  of  converfion,  where  it  is  without  graces  as  cauf- 
es).  No,  truly,,  as  he  adts,  lb  we  a£t  in  part.  Unlefs 
any  will  fay,  vve  have  not  received  grace  for  grace  ; 
or  are  in  no  meafure  like  the  image  of  Chrift. 

3.  If  the  firft  Adam  has  conveyed  to  all  his  mem¬ 
bers  a  power  of  corruption,  then  the  fecond  Adam 
alfo  a  power  of  godlinefs,  contrary  to  that,  2  Tim. 
ii.  5.  yet  in  meafure  ftill,  fo  as  'the  apoftle  faith, 

“  We  can  do  nothing  againft  the  truth,  but  for  the 
“  truth,”  2  Cor.  xiii.  8. 

But  what  meafure  of  power  is  it  ? 

AnJ .  I  know  no  man  tiiat  can  from  anv  ground 
limit  the  meafure  of  it.  For  it  may  be  in  fame  men 
in  greater  power,  in  l'ome  men  in  lels,  in  the  fame 
man  at  one  time  in  a  greater  meafure,  at  another 
time  lefs.  If  one  aftc  of  trees,  what  meafure  of  fruit 

they 
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they  can  bring  forth  ;  we  cannot  tell,  becaufe  fome- 
time  more,  fometirae  lels :  and  the  fame  tree  more 
one  year  than  another,  and  more  at  one  time  of  the 
year  than  another;  for  they  have  their  winter-lea- 
fon.  Only  this,  whereas  before  converfion  he  is  Hark 
dead  to  a  ft,  now  he  is  alive  and  is  not  dead.  And  if 
a  man  fhould  after  converfion  be  but  in  the  next  dil- 
pofition  to  receive  grace,  then  how  could  one  Chril- 
tian  be  more  grown  and  llronger  in  grace  in  his  in¬ 
ner  man  than  another  ?  I  know  not  any  to  queltion 
this,  only  I  fpeak  it,  to  cut  off  their  carnal  hopes,  that 
think  Chrift  is  theirs,  when  they  have  nothing,  can 
do  nothing,  and  flightly  fay  he  muft  do  all ;  1  can¬ 
not.  I  tell  you  the  faints  can,  they  cannot  but  love 

the  Lord,  and  choofe  the  Lord,  &c. 

Obj.  1.  But  muft  not  a  Chriftian  deny  himfelf,  and 
alway  go  to  Chrift  for  power  to  do,  and  fo  be  hum¬ 
ble,  and  empty  ? 

Anf.  1.  You  muft,  becaufe  this  is  the  means  to 
live  to  Chrift ;  but  this  does  not  argue  you  have  no 
power  at  all.  A  man  muft  pray  for  his  “  daily 
“  bread,”  much  more  for  “  daily  grace  but  does 
this  argue  a  man  has  no  bread  in  his  houfe  ?”  No,  this 
is  the  means  to  have  it  continued  and  bleft.  Eafily 
can  the  Lord  take  away  bread,  or  the  ftaff  of  bread. 
Graces  extinguifh  not  faith,  but  help  it. 

2.  A  Chriftian  can  do  no  duty  perfectly,  hence 
muft  repair  to  Chrift  to  help  him  to  do  every  duty 
better;  hence,  though  he  muft  ufe  that  power  he  has, 
and  do  what  he  can,  yet  he  muft  not  content  himfelf 
with  what  he  has,  but  leek  for  more,  and  what  a  fweet 
life  is  this  ?  What  honour  would  here  come  in  ?  God 
lets  in  a  new  light  into  my  mind,  now  I  may  and 
muft  fee  his  truth,  I  faw  it  yefterday,  but  I  may  and 
muft  go  to  Chrift  to  do  it  better  ;  1  muft  not  quench 
the  fpirit  of  prayer,  but  carry  the  key  with  me,  and 
next  day  pray  better.  And  thus  the  foul  is  thankful 
for  what  it  has,  and  emptying  itfelf  nctwithftanding 

that. 
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that,  and  daily  then  receiving  from  Chrift,  And  I 
believe  many  Ghriftians  fail  here  :  As  in  the  body, 

meat  feeds  and  ilrengthens  life,  fo  I  cannot  live  with¬ 
out  Chrift. 

\  ^ 

Obj.  2.  But  does  not  this  make  a  man  truft  to 
graces  ? 

Anf.  To  a£t  from  them  is  not  to  truft  to  them,  no 
more  than  for  a  diligent  hand  to  truft  to  his  diligence, 
when  he  a£ts  diligently  that  fo  he  may  be  rich.  * 

Obj.  3.  But  does  not  this  difhonour  grace,  to  do  all 
by  the  power  of  it  ? 

Anf.  Then  the  faints  in  heaven  that  are  made  per- 
fe&ly  like  Chrift,  and  that  love  the  Lord  perfectly, 
fhould  not  honour  grace  by  this  means,  whenas  this 
is  it  that  makes  them  honour  it  moft  of  all.  As  David, 
“  Lord,  what  am  I,  and  my  people,  that  we  fliould 
“  offer  willingly  ?”  So  here. 

SECT.  II. 

'  1 

Ufe  1.  SeE  hence  what  caufe  of  thankfulnefs 
to  all  the  people  of  God,  that  the  Lord  fhould  make 
their  fouls  the  veflels  (which  he  might  eafily  and  juftly 
have  dafhed  in  pieces)  to  receive  and  preferve  this 
eternal  anointing ;  I  do  believe  there  is  no  man  that 
knows  the  bitternefs  6f  fin,  the  plague  of  his  own 
heart,  but  when  he  fees  Chrift  is  his,  yet  it  makes 
him  mourn  that  there  fhould  be  fo  little  fuitablenefs 
between  the  Lord  and  him,  fo _  little  likenefs  between 
his  life  and  Chrift’s  ;  what  though  the  Lord  love 
me,  and  yet  my  heart  weary  of  him  ?  What, 
though  the  Lord  blefs  me,  and  my  heart  abufe 
him  ?  And  hence  this  makes  it  thankful,  Rom.  vii. 
24,  25.  This  is  fo  far  from  diflionouring  grace,  as 
that  the  apoftle  makes  this  the  matter  of  admiration 
of  God’s  grace,  Eph.  ii.  3,  4.  u  God,  who  is  rich  in 
u  mercy,  when  dead  in  fins  has  quickened  us;”  Not 
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only  quickened  cur  head  (for  hence  is  caufe  of  eter¬ 
nal  praife),  but  us;  and  hence  he  has  us  let  up  ij 
“"heavenly  places  in  him  This  is  the  Hate  01  all 
men  they  cannot  do  one  fpiritual  aft;  now  that  tne 
Lord  Ihould  help  when  all  creatures  leit  us,  is  won¬ 
derful;  but  that  it  ihould  be  with  fuch  a  life  even 
the  life  of  Chrift  Jefus  himfelf;  for  the  lame  Spu  it 
that  railed  him  from  the  dead  dwells  m  us,  1  Pet-  y. 
i.  This  is  mercy  indeed,  that  he  fhouid  not  .only 
die  for  us,  and  live  in  heaven  for  us,  but  that  he 
fliould  love  fo  dearly,  as  to  come  and  live  in  us;  mat 
when  our  fins  had  flam  him,  he  Ihould  not  only  come 
and  dwell  in  our  houfes,  cot  only  lay  his  head  m  om 
bofom,  but  live  in  our  hearts,  where  he  finds  iuclt 
poor  welcome,  and  ill  entertainment  at  our  bancs* 

I  tell  you  this  is  wonderful,  to  make  his  habitation  in 
us,  that  before  we  go  to  live  with  him,  he  Ihould  live 
in  us*,  let  them  that  never  knew  what  this  meant  re- 
fufe  to  be  thankful,  but  if  you  find  it  fo,  forget  not 
this  love,  John  xiv.  17.  “  I  will  fend  the  Spirit  whom 
“  the  world  cannot  receive,  becaufe  it  knows  him  not.” 
The  Lord  fends  the  Spirit  in  common  graces,  and  the 
world  does  receive  that  alfo  in  prophetical  and  mira¬ 
culous  gifts,  and  it  does  receive  that;  but  this  Spirit 
which  God  po-urs  on  the  thirfty,  this  Spirit  with  which 
God  fills  the  empty,  they  cannot  receive  this.  O  that 
you  ihould  have  it,  when  as  they  know  it  not*  ^ 

1.  Hence  therefore  take  heed  of  not  owning  the  Spi¬ 
rit  in  this  his  prefence.  Do  you  thus  requite  the 
Lord,  O  unthankful  world!  not  fo  much  as  to  own 
.the  preiecce  of  Inch  a  friend,  neither  in  yourfelves, 
nor  yet  in  others.  How  like  the  world  is  it  to  think 

that  there  is  no  inch  thing. 

2.  Take  heed  therefore  of  not  efteeming  highly  of 
it.  If  ever  God  broke  thy  heart,  thou  wilt  elteern 
this  life,  this  principle  as  the  greateft  piece  of  love; 
and  fay,  Lord.  I  fhall  account  this  as  the  greateft  part 
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of  love  in  the  world,  Pfal.  cxix.  68.  “  Thou  art 

good,  O  teach  me  thy  llatutes:”  Now  to  undervalue 
this,  and  to  account  it  common,  and  hence  as  no  fign  of 
love,  it  is  a  part  of  unthankfulnefs. 

.  3.  lake  heed  of  imprifoning  the  Spirit  of  grace, 

common  truth,  Rom.  i.  18.  It  was  fearful  to  impri¬ 
son  and  filence  that,  much  more  this.  It  was  the 
complaint  of  the  church  in  thofe  clays,  u  None  Jtirs 
“  UP  himfelf,”  Ifaiah  lxiv.  7.  What  ftrength  the  Lord 
gives,  let  me  ufe;  what  I  want,  the  Lord  has  enough 

to  help  me  withal;  put  it  to  exercife,  or  elfe  affliction 
will. 


#  4*  Take  heed  of  weakning  and  enfeebling  this  prin- 
ci pi e ,  the  church  of  Sardis  things  were  ready  to  die  in. 
it,  you  fhould  strengthen  this  inner  man,  not  weaken 
it,  either  by  not  feeding  it  with  Chrift,  or  wounding 
it  with  known  fins  .againft  Chrift,  Therefore  let  all 
the  churches  know  this,  and  take  heed  that  you  do 
not  refufe  to  own  this;  where  elfe  will  you  make  the 
difference  between  men,  that  either  churches  may  dif- 
cern  them,  or  you  may  difcern  them,  and  fo  have  peace 
yourfelves. 


Hence  fee  the  reafon  of  that  inward  hvpocrify  that 
is  in  men’s  hearts,  fo  that  the  heft  pr'ofeffion  of 
many  a  man  is  but  a  fcheme,  an  image,  a  very  craft, 
a  very  artificial  form;  all  the  duties  are  fair  without, 
but  faplefs,  lifelefs  within:  here  is  the  reafon,  they 
have  no  inward  principle  of  life,  or  if  they  do  go  to 
Chrift,  they  have  no  inch  principle  within  them,  to 
carry  them. to  him,  fo  as  to  receive  life  from  him: 
and  hence  cordefs  fin  without  forrow  or  fhame,  peti¬ 
tion  without  thirfling,  live  without  Jove,  do  without 
life,  becaufe  there  is  no  fpring,  but  a  dry  heart  with¬ 
in ;  and  hence  they  mult  do  duty,  but  they  mull 
make  dead  work  of  it,  and  hence  all  is  but  an  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  at  belt  but  a  would-be.  This  is  in  a 
great  meafurein  faints  when  the  Spirit  within  is  quench- 
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ed  but  it  Is  in  full  age  and  ftrength  in  hypocritical 
hearts,  Ter.  iv.  i4-  when  the  profeffion  of  Judah  was 
oreat,  and  the  prophets  had  icarce  any  thing  to  ay 

Link  them  for  oulfide,  “  O  Jerufalem  wafh  thy  heart 
“Troni  wickednefs,”  there  thy  wo  lies,  it  enters  to  tne 
very  heart;  fo  Chrift,  “  Mow  can  he  that  is  evil,  bring 
“  forth  good  fruit.”  And  this  is  that  which  may  make 
men  mourn,  If  I  forfake  all  profeffion,  I  Hiame  my- 
felf  before  men ;  if  not,  I  mult  blafpheme  the  Lora  s 
name,  and  play  the  hypocrite  before  the  Lord,  matth. 

xii.  33,  34.  35- 


To 


Ufe  3.  XU  take  heed  of  denying  the  grace  of 
God,  or  this  inward  principle,  in  whole,  oi  111  part* 
for  this  inward  principle  being  the  liie  of  Cm  ill  111 
us,  to  deny  this,  is  to  deny  Chrift,  and  to  take  away  nis 
life:  and  fuch  the  Lord  will  deny  before  his  angels  a- 
nother  day:  when  they  fhall  lay,  Have  we  not  eat 
“  and  drank  in  thy  prefence  ?  he  fhall  anfwer,  I  neveL 
“  knew  you:”  I  fhall  therefore  diredl  my  fpeech  to 

four  forts: 

Firft ,  To  thofe  that  deny  created  graces  in  the  faints 
peculiar  to  them  only,  it  is  faid  there  are  none  iucn 
in  the  country;  if  there  are  not.,  it  may  be  there 
have  been,  and  it  may  be  will  be,  and  therefore  I 
will  fpeak :  for  I  believe  it  is  a  delufion  digged  and 
hatched  out  of  the  fleam  of  the  lowelt  fink  of  hell: 
and  therefore  that  all  may  take  /heed  of  the  evil  ol  it, 
I  will  firft  fliew  the  evil  of  it*  then  the  caufes  that  do 

I.  The  evils  of  this  delufion  are  thefe, 

1.  It  fettles  and  fallens  a  man  under  the  power  of 
all  his  fin,  and  yet  with  a  quiet  confidence,  and  yet 
to  keep  his  Chrift  too.  It  tranfeends  my  capacity, 
from  whatever  i  have  read,  or  have  heard,  or  have 
felt,  or  can  imagine,  how  the  power  of  fin  can  be  taken 
•  '  v  A  a  2  away 
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away ,  but  whei  e  the  opint  infuieth  the  contrary  gra.ce  ; 
an  empty  houfe  fweeped  and  garnifhed  with  common 
giiis,  is  hut  a  fitting  houfe  for  Satan  to  return  into! 
lay  therefore,  a  man  may  have  no  luch  graces,  and 
yet  have  (Shrill,  and  them  in  (Shrift,  you  flake  this 
man  down  under  his  fin,  and  make  this  member  of 
Satan,  a  member  of  Chrift  Jefus.  And  upon  this  ground 
ali  churches  in  the  land  may  be  forced  in  confcience  to 
take  in  all  prophane  members,  if  they  plead  Chrift,  and 
their  allnefs  in  him. 

2.  This  blurs  all  the  glory  of  a  Chriftian,  or  at 
leall  the  greateft  part  of  it:  for  what  is  the  glory  of  a 
faint?  It  is  to  be  like  Jelus  Chrift  the  Lord  of  glory  p 
to  bear  his  image  before  God  and  men.  As  to  fee  a 
man  with  a  fvvine’s  face  would  be  the  fhame  of  a  man; 
to  fee  a  Chriftian  with  Satan’s  image,  is  the  Iharne  of 
a  Chriftian;  but  to  he  like  our  head,  this  is  our  glory, 
though  it  be  in  fufferings,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  heavenly, 
humble,  compaffionate,  holy,  as  he  was;  and  hence, 
when  God  has  a  mind  to  make  churches  or  Chriftians 
bale  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  he  will  withdraw  here; 
and  when  he  intends  to  draw  the  world  after  him,  he 
will  glorify  it  with  his  glory,  Ifa.  lx,  6,  7. 

3.  It  cuts  off  a  Chriftian  from  all  hope  of  glory ;  how 
many  be  there  that  fcramble  and  catch  at  Chrift,  and 
every  one  faith,  He  Is  mine;  the  proud  man  faith,  He 
is  mine,  and  hopes  now  verily  to  be  faved,  but  that 
hope  is  in  vain;  they  have  Chrift  out  of  them,  but 
where  is  Chrift  in  them  ?  The  life  of  Chrift,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift?  Col.  i.  27.  cc  Chrift  in  you,  the 
“  hope  of  glory.” 

4.  Give  me  but  one  place  in  all  the  book  of  God, 
where  bleffednefs  is  beftowed  upon,  or  conveyed  unto 
any,  or  promifed,  but  to  fuch  as„  have  thefe  graces, 

Bleflcd  is  he  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and  greatly  de» 

lightedi,”  &c.  Pfal.  cxii.  1,  2.  If  there  be  no  fuch 
thing,  let  any  man  expedh  it  if  he  can. 

IL 
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!!’  A  magnifying  Chrift,  and  making  him  our  fane- 
tification,  whenas  you  heard  the  la  ft  day,  this  is  to 
deny  1dm  to  be  our  fanctitication:  He  becomes  our 
riffhteoufnefs  by  imputation  of  his  holineis,  and  Out 
fan&ification  by  infuhng  of  it.  Nay,  hence  a  timn 
deprives  himfelf  of  all  good  in  the  Lord  Jeius,  when 
a  man  denies  all  grace  in  himielf,  and  then  .oes  ior 

fanfctuary  unto  Jeius  Chrift,  x  J°bn  '•  °>  7*  .  11  VU 

“  fay  we  have  fellowfhip  with  him,  and  walls,  in  c.ai  . 

«  nefs  we  lie,”  &c.  And  hence  it  feems  they  demed 
men  to  have  fin,  ver.  8.  boaiiing  of  fellowfhip  with 

Chrift,  ver.  6.  '  ,  ,  .  ,.  4 

2.  Becaufe  there  are  (fay  men)  only  immediate 

aftings  of  the  Spirit.  If  this  be  fo,  then  there  is  feeing 
in  a  Chriftian  without  an  eye,  and  hearing  without  an 
ear,  and  knowing  Chrift  without  an  understanding,  and 
loving  without  love,  and  living  without  life,  and  feed¬ 
ing  and  eating  without  a  mouth;  and  then  when  theie 
a  filings  are  over,  a  Chriftian  is  like  another  man,  there 
is  no  law  remains  written  on  his  hearty  ai;J  iO  C^hriifc 
fhould  enter  into  his  faints^  like  Satan  in  uie  iei  pent, 
who  only  acts  the  ferpent,  and  when  that  is  done,  he 
remains  a  ferpent  again.  Know  it,  toe  Loid  Jeius  his 
greateft  work  is  not  only  to  change  the  adts,  bat  to 
change  the  heart,  not  only  to  put  new  actions,  but  a 
new  nature  into  men. 

3.  Becaufe  men  know  not  the  Spirit,  never  felt  the 
prefence,  nor  power,  nor  comfort  ot  it  themlelves; 
and  hence  men  do  as  fome  countries,  became  them- 
felves  are  black,  they  paint  the  devil  white,  John  xiv. 
xy.  u  The  world  cannot  receive,  becaufe  it  knows 
him  not.”  Give  me  any  Ghnllian  living  that  ever 
found  the  fweetnefs  of  it.,' but  his  longings  were,  to 
have  more  of  that  grace,  to  “  lorget  things  behind, 
((  and  reach  to  things  before,  even  to  the  reiiu  redtion, 
of  the  dead,”  whom  I  believe'  none  will  lay  want 
all  habits  of  grace:  I  look  upon  the  opinion  as  com- 
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mg  wuh  a  curie  lrom  GodrA  man  hath  been  a  dry 
profeilor  long;  conicience  faith,  there  is  no  erace  is 

'  “ie  hear5’  and  he»ce  is  troubled;  true,  faith  he,  there 
is  none  in  faints,  it  is  in  Chrill,  and  there  he  catclieth 
and  deceives  himfelf. 

Secondly,  I' hole  that  do  acknowledge  them,  but  a- 
ny  power  or  activity  in  them  they  deny;  they  fay  there 
is  oil  indeed  in  the  veffel,  but  it  helps  not,  it"  is  no 
means  to  make  the  lamp  to  burn  or  thine;  there  is  the 
Ice  ol  Chrill,  but  it  is  a  dead  life,  they  call  them  the 
grace?  of  Chrill,  but  they  are  but  fruitlefs  graces.  I 
confers  it,  if  you  confider  them  without  the  Spirit  of 
Chrill,  they  are  no  true  graces,  much  lefs  adtive  or 
living  ones;  but  confider  them  thus,  they  have  a  pow¬ 
er,  as  take  the  leaft  grain  of  corn,  there  is  a  growing 
power  in  it,  and  fructifying  too  in  it,  by  dying  firftt 
though  it  adlually  doth  not  fructify  prefently,  and 
though  there  mult  be  rain,  and  fun  mull  Urine  alfo, 
and  a  providence  accompanying  of  it,  fo  it  is  in  the 
graces  of  faints :  And  hence  it  is  called  a  “  law  of  tha 
mind,  theie  is  a  power  oi  a  law,  as  of  tin;  and 
hence  as  Chrill  grew  in  wifdom  and  llature,  fo  all  the 
members  of  Chrill  are  like  unto  him. 

I.  The  evil  of  this. 

1.  I  his  abates  ol  the  excellency  of  grace,  as  front 
a  jewel  to  take  away  the  operative  virtue  of  it.  For 
it  is  not  like  Chrilt’s  now,  which  is  fircng  through 
God,  not  weak;  which  is  living,  not  dead.  This  is 
not  like  the  glorious  graces  of  faints  triumphing.  This 
makes  the  graces  of  faints  of  lefs  excellency  than  com¬ 
mon  graces:  common  grace  will  make  a  man  ride  o- 
ver  many  a  fin,  and  run  exceeding  fall,  though  he 
GH  at  lall.  A  man  that  hath  been  angry,  it  will  make 
him  very  quiet  and  Hill,  and  is  there  no  more  power 
in  this? 

2.  This  will  make  a  man  content  himfelf  with  a 
bare  lorm,  with  a  falfe  confidence,  if  this  be  true.  For 
take  a  man  that  hath  been  long  feeking  to  get  flrength 
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araintt  a  vile  heart,  and  he  finds  none;  there  as  no 
power  of  heavenlinefs,  he  is  earthy;  no  meekne.s  he 
1  would  fry  ...  bta,  do  you  . h..k  o 

pet  anv  power  of  meeknefs,  love,  faith,  Lc. 

Hi  all  never  do  it,  never  have  it  here;  all  yom  reng  t 

is  immediately  from  Chnlf,  look  for  lt.the'e’  • 
fence  a  man  mull  cafe  .fee.  And  «  is  cert  m  a U 

our  llrength  lain,  and  from  d.eLofe  bo.  «  »  - 

penled  mediately,  Lph.  in-  1  •  '  i  ^  ,>  Qr 

4t  be  ftrengtbened  with  might  m  the  mnei  . 
thus,  a  man  may  not  pray  for  llrength  of  grace,  which 

Then  the  faints,  if  they  b®  afcd  whether  they 
believe  or  can  love  the  Lord .  Jains  t  thnir  anfwer  mnft 
be,  no  I  have  no  power  to  love,  nor  believe  ,  am  t. 
Peter  did  ill  to  anfwer  fo,  “  Lord,  thou  know eit  mat 
«  1  love  thee.”  Then  Paul  to  lay,  We  can  do  no- 
“  thing  but  for  the  truth.”  Then  that  martyr  that  to 
them  that  laid,  “  The  Lord  llrengthen  you  :”  yes,  Lath 
he  the  Lord  doth.  I  know  if  the  Lord  withdraw  Ins 
Spirit,  we  are  gone,  as  Adam ;  but  is  there  not  the 
immutable  affiftance  of  it?’  Is  there  not  the  promne, 
“  I  will  never  leave  thee,”  though  lometimes  weaker, 
fometimes  flronger  ? 

4.  This  will  make  a  Chriftian  hide'  and  not  improve 
his  talents;  he  has  grace,  but  no  power  to  put  it  form. 
Then  fuppofe  God  gives  power  to  lee  truth  one  day,  l 
mull  not  fee  it  with  this  eye  the  next,  but  look  up  to 
Chrill,  and  fay,  I  cannot  fee  at  all. 

II.  Gaules  of  this.  _ 

1.  In  oppofmg  the  outward  principle  oi  life,  or 

fir  ft  principle,  and  this  fecond,  I  mult  live  on  Chnlt; 
hence  I  mult  not,  I  have  no  power  to  ad  myieU  m 
any  meafure,  becaufe  all  my  llrength  is  in  him. 
When,  if  this  were  true,  a  man  might  argue,  be¬ 
caufe  all  grace  is  -  originally  ,  in  Chrill,  hence  no 
grace  in  me,  becaufe  all  glory  is  in  Chnlt  origi- 
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naily ;  hence  no  glory  (hall  be  conveyed  to  me.  No 
this  lenpture  reconciles  thefe:  “  Becaufe  I  live  .there! 

■  ore  you  (hail  live  alio,”  John  xiv.  19.  Becaufe 
. 4  nit  so  uiong,  hence  he  will  make  us  lirong  in  the 
inner  man,  and  not  in  the  Spirit  only:  becaufe  Chrift 
gonous,  hence  we  are  predeftinated  “to  be  made 
like  unto  him.”  Becaufe  all  fap  lies  in  the  root,  to 

lef^e  thT,;S  n°  laP  0r  Power  in  the  branch  to 
fructify ;  this  is  falfe.  .  . 

2.  The  hypocritical  aaivity  of  falfe  profeffors,  who 

xiavmg  no  Ipring  to  feed  their  wells,  no  Chriit,  nor 
bucket  to  draw  irom  him  ;  hence  are  their  own  men 
and  let  up  for  themfelves,  till  they  turn  bankrupts! 
And  now  becaufe  a  Pharilee  is  fo  active  as  to  go  through 
lea  and  land  to  make  a  profelyte ;  therefore  Paul  has 
no  activity  of  grace  of  Chrift  in  him  to  go  from  land 
to  fea  to  make  Chrillians. 

3.  Sloth;  a  man  lets  upon  a  duty,  and  now  be¬ 
caufe  he  cannot  do  it.eafily,  nor  quickly,  he  cannot 
co  it  at  all.  A  man  would  have  grace  aftive  with¬ 
out  means;  and  God  will  not  help  in  that  way:  and 
lienee  many  Chrillians  cannot  cleave  to  Chrift  by 
love,  or  delire;  no,  io  long  as  they  pore  upon  their 
wants,  no  encouragement,  but  turn  the  mind,  and 
confider  well  of  the  love  and  glory  of  Chrift,  then 

with  Paul,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  “  Chrill’s  love  conitrain- 

“  eth.” 

4-  Judging  that  to  be  the  power  of  grace  at  all 
times,  which  is  at  fometimes ;  a  man  has  given  lpe- 
cial  occafion  for  the  Lord  to  leave  him,  as  the  camp 
in  Jofliua  s  time,  Join.  vii.  and  he  thinks  there  is  no  ' 
more  power  at  any  time  in  any  man.  -For  then  a 
man  lees  all  the  world  cannot  help,  when  if  Acban 
were  removed,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  would  return 


again. 


5.  That  hereby  a  man  may  have  His  fins  without 
trouble;  for  a  man  has  been  troubled,  and  cannot 
get  power,  now  he  hears  there  is  no  iuch  power  to 
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be  expeaed,  he  looks  to  Chrift,  and  if  power  come, 
well;  if  not,  faith  he,  u  is  not  my  fault.  , 

Thirdly,  Thole  that  deny  the  evidence  of  it,  the 
evil  of  which  apprehenfibn,  I  conceive  to  be  no  le.s 
than  taking  away  that  which  is  the  cnie  ,  1  nn  .  0T‘lY 
difference  between  hypocrites  and  iamts  in  virgm- 
churches,  for  fo  it  is  made  here,  a  man  faith,  I  have 
Chrift,  and  fo  have  not  they':  1  afk,  whcie  is  the 
Spirit  ?  You  have  the  deed,  where  is  the  feal . .  You 
have  the  Teftator,  where  is  the  executor,  the  bpint  in 
you  ?  Yes,  I  have  it,  it  has  witnefled  Chrift  is  mine. 

Anf.  ^  has  witnefled,  but  what  has  it  wrought  ? 
Where -is  the’ power  of  his  death,  killing  thy  lufts  ; 
Where  is  the  life  of  the  Spirit  oi  Jelus  in  you  ?  Where 
is  the  oil  in  your  veffel  ?  Truly  i  look  ior  the  bride¬ 
groom,  but ‘I  regard  not  that,  neither  are  others  to 
regard  it  in  way  of  evidence,  i  nen  i  lay,  the  chief 
evidence  is  deftroyed  in  the  churches,  i  have  known 
many  that  have  had  affurances,  yet  never  faw  them 
prove  right,  till  it  witnefled  this  was  here.  What 
fhould  be  the  caufes  of  this,  and  that  men  fliould 
make  bluffers  in  the  churches,  becauie  of  this,  as 
though  it  was  building  on  works  ?  In  feveral  men 
they  are  leveral. 

i.  An  aptnefs  in  mens  hearts  to  out-run  the  truth, 
and  to  fall  from  one  extreme  to  another.  Many 
men  there  be  that  fall  ftiort  of  Chrift,  and  the  grace 
of  God  in  and  from  him  ;  and,  from  their  loofe,  pro¬ 
fane.  life,  fall  to  duties,  and  imitate  God’s  people,  and 
then  when  they  have  got  credit  with  good  people, 
they  judge  well  of  them  :  and.  naving  made  theii 
peace  hereby,  with  confidence,  and  not  with  God  the 
judge ;  never  look  after  the  faving  knowledge  of, 
and  fellow fliip  with,  and  life  from  the  Lord  Jefus. 
Now,  becaufe  men  reft  on  this,  tbeie  duties  are  no 
evidence ;  hence  none  are  at  all.  1  he  Corinthians 
firft  mourned  not  for  the  inceftuous  perfon ;  and 
when  caff  out,  wanted  pity  toward  him.  Calvin 
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preached  again  ft  holidays,  hence  intrenched  upon 

the  Lord’s  day.  Some  of  the  reparation  fee  many 

churches  where  they  have  come  corrupt,  hence  make 

them  al  no  churches.  A  man  is  apt  to  think,  be- 

caule  I  have  refi?d  on  myfelf,  and  found  thofe  firms 

which  now  are  not  found,  hence  all  others  do  fo  too. 

And  I  believe  clivers  books  have  occafioned  it  which 

give  iigns  that  will  not  hold  without  a  fuller  explica- 
tion  of  them.  * 

a.  The  apofiacy  of  eminent  profeffors,  who  have 
been  deceived  in  their  evidencing  thus:  And  truly  it 
would  make  one  think  the  honefiy  of  the  world  is  but 
a  fa fh ion,  and  no  evidence  of  any  good  eilate  ;  hence 
men  fay  you  have  joy,  f0  had  the  itony  ground  ;  you 
are  blamelefs  and  itri£t,  fo  was  Paul  aPharifee;  and 
Satan  hereby  fiiakes  many  a  foul :  hence  the  apoille 
comes  in,  Heb.  vi.  9.  and  fpeaks  of  better  things,  and 
things  that  accompany  falvation,  and  thefe  fhould  you 

follow.  Hymeneus  and  fhiletus  fell  both,  2  Tim.  ii. 

18,  19,  20,  21.  Yet  purge  yourfelves,  and  you  fhall 
be  yeifels  of  honour  for  the  Mailer’s  ufe. 

3-  Corrupt  experience  ;  it  may  be  a  man  walks  fo 
iooieiy  without  fear,  or  life,  or  love,  that  the  Lord  leaves 
him,  and  he  can  fee  no  clear  thorough-work,  fometimes 
has  pangs,  and.  then  hopes,  fometime  dead;  then 
doubts  ;  hence  being  vext  here,  and  finding  no  pjace  ; 
if  he  find  it  any  other  way  than  this,  .there  he  refts. 
As  it  is  obferved  with  men,  cloaths  hide  their  fhame : 
but  when  dead,  their  face  is  alio  covered,  all  their 
glory  being  then  gone  :  lo  fome  glory  of  God  appears 
here,  but  when  Ghridians  are  dead,  they  cover  this, 

I,  will  look  no  more  to  it,  all  the  glory  of  it  is  now 
gone;  and  here  lies  a  deceit,  to  love  Chrilt  for  freeing 
me  from  this  way  of  evidencing. 

A  A  heart  that  never  felt  the  bitternefs  and  bondage 
of  fin  as  the  greateft  evil.  Take  a  man  full  of  fears  of 
wrath  ;  O  now  alTurance  is  his  chiefeft  good,  and  he 
will  account  it  fo  ;  but  it  ever  God  did  load  the  foul 
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with  fin,  e  contra ,  you  will  account  cf  deliverance 
from  this  highly,  nay,  a  promile  he  will  do  it: is  Iweet . 
but  to  be  feeling  thole  finews  of  fin  crack;  O  it  th 
ioy  of  heaven  that  now  fills  that  heart :  i  he  greate 
evil  in  God’s  eyes  is  fin ;  the  greateit  good  we  have 
is  redemption  from  it  by  a  mighty  hand.:  now  not  to 
much  as* to  account  of  this  highly,  this  is  hard.  Thus 
I  have  left  thefe  things  to  be  thought  of  1  cannot 
avoid  it,  it  lies  in  my  text ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  o 
that  fcripture  abufed,  “  If  any  lay,  Lo  here  is  Limit, 

*«  or  there,  believe  it  not ».  e.  by  figns  :  or  in  a  wil- 
dernefs,  i.  e.  in  a  forrowful  eftate,  or  m  the  privy 
chambers  in  frames  of  heart,  believe  it  not  neither: 
Take  heed  you  do  not  wrefl  fcriptures  thus  :  It  is  laid, 

“  Efau  hated  Jacob  for  the  bleifmg,”  Gen.  xxvii.  4T. 
This  Spirit  of  grace  is  the  blelfing  which  faints  ac¬ 
count  as  the  evidence  cl  the  dearell  love  ;  to  feparate 
from  churches,  from  meffcngers  of  God,  for  this  will 
yield  you  furrow  enough  one  day.  I  tell  you,  you 
fli all  not  be  found  “  fighters  againft  men,  but  agauift 
“  God,”  and  the  Spirit  of  his  grace  ;  and  the  life  of 
him  who  lives  in  heaven  for  us.  I  ake  heed  you  for¬ 
get  not  oil  in  your  veffels.  _  . 

Fourthly ,  Thofe  that  acknowledge  in  their  judg¬ 
ments  all  thefe  things,  but  deny  it  in  theit  lives, 
regard  not  the  having  this  principle  of  life,  and  have 
peace  in  this,  from  a  double  ground. 

1.  By  a  fruitlefs  faith,  which  hangs  on  Chrift  ;  but 
never  receives  nor  brings  in  tins  pi  inciple,  as  thole, 
John  ii.  24,  25.  and  hence  though  they  receive  none, 
yet  they  hang  on  him.  And  fo  their  taith,  like  a  buck¬ 
et  without  a  bottom,  draws  up  nothing. 

2.  A  form  of  godlinefs  before  men.  If  a  man  fhould 
neither  fpeak  well,  nor  pray,  See.  he  would  have  no 
love,  no  relpeff,  no  receiving  into  church,  but  I12 
cannot  do  it  with  life,  and  hence  a  form  contents  him, 
and  there  reds.  So  that  now  if  conicience  troubles, 

and  fays,  thofe  duties  are  done  with  no  life  .of  Chrift, 
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and  Spirit ;  he  anfwers,  yet  I  go  to  Chrift  :  if  this  be 
all,  why  do  you  not  call  off  your  form  ?  O  then  I 
.  ou  d  have  no  love  from  men  :  O  this  life  of  Chrift 
, is  not  prized,  till  with  tbefe  virgins  they  feel  the  want 
or  it,  and  it  is  too  late,  know  this  will  be  your  woe  at 
lad  Look  upon  thy  dead  foul,  all  the  glory  is  W 
and  wait  upon  theVord,  that  the  Lord  may  make  thee 
live.  Could  you  know  this  well  of  water,  and  alk 
he  would  give  it  you.  O  beg  for  it  then  as  for  your 
lue.  Only  firft  leek  it  in  Chrift,  and  fo  from  Chrift. 


SECT,  IV. 

life  4.  Of  trial .  We  live  in  a  country  which  hath 
goodly  trappings,  rich  hangings,  glorious  profeftion 
burning  lamps ;  and  hence  many  think  themfelves 
rich,  when  indeed  poor ;  many  look  to  meet  the 
bridegroom,  when  i  '~ed  'hall  be  ftmt  out  from 
the  fellowfhip  of  the  bridegroom.  How  lhall  I  know 
tnat  ?  that  all  my  forrows,  prayers,  reformation,  pro- 
femon,  is  but  a  paint,  an  appearance,  a  falliion,  a 
church. craft,  which  will  Hand  me  in  no  Head,  when 
the  Lord  ftiall  appear,  who  lhall  judge  the  fecrets  of 
all  hearts,  by  the  word  you  hear  this  day:  try  it  there¬ 
fore  by  this  rule,  Does  it  come  from  a  principle  of  life 
or  no  ?  Your  lamp  burns,  but  look  what  is  in  your 
veffel  that  feeds  this  flame,  *1  hat  as  our'  divines 
fpeak.  How  tne  difciples  could  do  greater  works  than 
Chrift  ;  and  others  wrought  miracles  befides  Chrift  : 
How  then  do  they  prove  that  he  is  Chrift  ?  It  is  an" 
Iwered,  In  all  his  miraculous  works  we  are  to  confi- 
der  not  only  quid  fecit,  i.  e.  what  he  did,  but  qua  vir¬ 
tue  fecit,  from  what  power  he  did.  The  apoftles  and 
others  did  miracles,  but  it  was  aliena  viriute Chrift 
did  tnem,  but  it  was  propria  virtu tc.  So  many  an 
un found  heart,  he  may  do  greater  works  than  faints, 
and  his  lamp  burn  brighter.  Therefore  in  this  cafe 
we  are  not  to  look  fo  much  to  what  is  done,  as  from 
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what  power  and  principle  it  is  done  :  for  therein  the 
Eft  hypocrite  evlr  fads.  We  lh.ll  ever  obferve  m 
fome  beads  there  are  umbr*  ration* ,  yet  there  is  n 
rational  foul,  nor  any  wife  man  wdl  beheve  hat  the  r 
afts  proceed  from  fuch  a  principle;  io  there  are 
fliadows  of  the  power  ot  grace  m  a  carnal  heart,  and 
yet  no  judicious  Chriltian  will  lay  they  come  from  an 
inward  foul,  or  principle  of  life.  Confider  therefore 
whether  there  is  this  principle  or  no ;  you  jee  there 
is  profeffion,  you  have  a  name  to  live  in  the  judgment 
of  all  the  church,  but  iearch  your  hearts,  and  ee 
from  what  principle  it  proceeds,  for  if  this  be,  wan  - 
ing,  all  is  nothing :  as  he  that  had  beer  given  him, 
when  milk,  and  wine,  and  fugar  was  put  into  it,  to 
mend  it,  faid,  The  wine  is  good,  and  the  milk  is  good, 
but  the  beer  is  bad  ;  fo  profelhon,  aflecbon  is  good, 
but  the  heart,  the  man  is  bad,  Jer.  11.  22.  “  1  hough 
“  thou  walh  thee  with  nitre,  thy  fin  is  marked  before 
«  the  Lord.”  And  that  the  trial  may  be  full  and  lair, 

I  {hall  fhew  negatively,  the  feveral  forts  of  men  that 
aft  not  from  an  inward  principle,  yet  carry  it  out, 
as  though  the  bitternefs  ot  death  was  pall,  and  the 
bridegroom  theirs. 

1.  When  a  man’s  principle  is  nothing  but  the  pow¬ 
er  of  created  nature  exprelling  itfelf,  and  fetting  the 
belt  face  forward,  in  the  gilded  rottennefs  of  Nome 
moral  performances,  wherein  a  man  laith,^  he  doe^ 
what  he  can  ;  for  there  is,  this  principle  in  molt  of 
men,  a  defire  to  be  faved,  nature  iaitn  fo,  and  accoid- 
ing  to  the  intention  of  this  deiire,  io  accordingly  men 
will  do  more  or  lei s  ;  and  hereupon  looth  up  theni- 
felves,  when  thev  iee  they  cannot  do  as  others  do,  cr 
as  the  Lord  commands  ;  I  do  as  well  as  I  can.  Nay, 
when  condemned  by  the  word  which  meets  them,  I 
do  as  well  as  I  can,  I  believe,  I  repent,  I  pray,  I  re- 
member  the  word,  I  do  as  well  as  I  can,  and  io  they 
•  hope  God  accepts  of  that;  and  though  I  believe  there  is 
no  man  but  may  be  hired  to  do  more  than  he  does,  yet 
nature  may  do  much ;  hence  I  heard  an  Arminiati 


once 
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.  once  fay,  If  faith  will  not  work  it,  then  fet  reafor 
a -work,  and  we  know  how  men  have  been  kings  anc 
lords  over  their  own  paflrms  by  improving  reafon, 
and  from  Some  experience  of  the  power  of  nature, 
men  have  come  to  write  large  volumes  in  defence 

,  lt;  and  ,IC  13  known,  the  Arminians,  though 
tney  aicnbe  fomewhat  to  grace,  and  in  words  all  to 
grace,  yet  indeed  they  lay  the  main  ltrefs  of  the 
Wor,c  uPon  n  man  s  own  will,  and  the  royalty  and 
fovereignty  of  that  liberty  ;  but  to  leave  them,  and  to 
come  to  ourlelves,  is  it  not  a  common  thing  for  men 
to  make  lies  their  refuge,  and  to  fay,  I  was  in  a  woful 
concition  once,  and  never  looked  after  God,  but  now 
X  bleis  the  Lind  it  is  other  wife  with  me.  iriow?  H"ow 
I  believe,  repent,  See.  And  fo  I  confefs,  all  I  do  is 
full  of  weaxnelles,  yet  I  do  what  1  can  ;  and  thus 
they  are  luce  to  men  that  have  old  garments  newdrelf- 
ed,  they  have  made  them  as  good  as  they  can 
and,  like  the  young  man,  Luke  xviii.  21.  “  All  thefe 
things  have  t  done  from  my  youth,  yet  one  thing 
“  was  wanting,  which  was  to  forfake  all,  and  fo  him* 
“  felf,  that  the  difciples  laid,  Who  then  can  be  laved? 

With  man  it  is  impollible,  but  with  God  all  things 
“  are  polhbie.”  b 

You  fay  you  do  as  much  as  you  can  :  I  fay,  do  fo ; 
but  it  is  impollible  for  man,  From  agy  ftrength  of  man, 
.and  you  have  no  more  yet,  John  i.  T3.  “  Born  a- 
“  gain,  not  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.”  There 
is  in  fame  men  a  birth,  like  to  the  r.ew  birth,  which 
is  of  the  will  and  power  of  man,  but  O  this  is  not  this 
inward  principle  which  the  almighty  power  of  God 
creates,  and  therefore  know  it,  if  you  get  no  other 

,  oil  in  your  lamps,  you  fhall  never  meet  the  bride¬ 
groom. 

2.  When  a  man’s  principle  is  the  power  of  holy  ex¬ 
ample,  whereby  many  a  one  is  drawn  to  do  more  than 
otherwife  he  would.  Many  men  think  for  a  while  as 
that  man  fpake;  “Men  talk  of  being  worth  thoufands, 

“  X 
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*<-  I  would  fain  fee  the  men  miniflers  preach,  and 
others  fpeak  well,  we  mull  do  this  and  that,  hut. 
«  I  would  fain  fee  the  men  that  do  it.”  Now  it  fome1- 
time  falls  out  that  the  Lord  fets  before  mens  eyes  fome 
pattern  Chriftians,  hereupon  they  think  thus;  here  are 
two  contrary  ways,  they  cannot  both  lead  to  heaven, 
their  way  is  better  than  mine,  and  doubtlels  leads  to 
life,  mine  doth  not,  therefore  let  me  live  like  them. 
And  hence  there  (hall  not  be  any  fail,  but  they  will 
be  at  it ;  not  a  fermon  near,  but  they  will  go  wet  and 
dry  to  hear  it ;  nor  any  duty  in  family,  but  tney  will 
imitate  it,  and  hence  read  and  learn,  that  they  may  be 
like  them.  No  Chriftians  in  the  country  hated,  but 
they  will  love  them,  nor  ceremonies  call  off,  but  they 
will  abhor  them;  and  hence  they  reflect  upon  their  pat¬ 
terns,  and  think  their  ellate  lale,  becaufe  they  are  as 
good  as  a  Chrillian’s  outfide:  And  hence  like  tome  dead 
cattle,  there  is  nothing  good  but  their  fkin,  lo  there  is 
nothing  good  in  theie,  but  their  imitating  outfide.  1  hus 
it  was  with  Joaih  while  Jehojada  lived,  2  Chron.  xxiv» 
Hence  he  fell  like  ivy  with  the  oak,  when  God  cut 
him  down :  Thus  it  was  with  theie  five  fooiifh  virgins; 
a  man  may  follow  good  examples,  but  not  reft  in  bare 
imitation  of  them  :  And  hence  a  bleffed  man  is  de¬ 
scribed,  Pfalm  i.  negatively,  from  not  imitating  the 
wicked,  not  from  imitating  the  good  ;  becaufe  good 
men  may  be  in  many  things  ill  examples,  and  it  ever 
proves  fo  in  tlxefe  men  that  have  no  more  than  this 
principle;  hence  if  they  be  loofe  in  their  tongues,  or 
on  the  Sabbath,  their  plea  is,  they  are  like  unto  them. 
And  hence  come  all  your  acquired  excellencies  ;  a 
man  is  an  imitating  creature,  led  by  example,  and  a 
carnal  man,  out  of  the  heart  of  hypocrify  in  himfelf, 
will  imitate  the  divirife  nature  whkh  is  in  another  ; 
and  hence  men  not  only  take  up  fuch  practices'  but 
fuch  opinions  only,  becaufe  fuch  and  fuch  are  of  that 
mind  :  And  men  change  practices  and  opinions  as  ex¬ 
amples  do  change;  in  Jofliua’s  time  great  reformation, 

he 
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he  no  fooner  died,  hut  all  fell  off  again  :  then  they 
were  for  purity  of  ordinances  and  God’s  worftiip,  now 
they  ferve  Baalim  :  O  confide  r,  here  is  an  outward* 
but  no  inward  principle  ! 

3,  Thofe  whole  principle  is  nothing  but  external 
applaufe  and  praife  of  men,  and  this  will  carry  a  man 
beyond  all  the  belt  examples  :  Nay,  fornetime  to  be 
lingular  and  a  man  alone  ;  a  Pharisee’s  trumpet  fhall 
be  heard  to  the  town’s  end,  while  fimplicity  walks 
through  the  town  onfeen  :  Hence  a  man  will  fome- 
times  covertly  commend  himfelf,  and  myfelf  ever 
comes  in,  and  tells  you  a  long  llory  of  converfidn  ; 
and  an  hundred  to  one,  if  fome  lie  or  other  flip  not 
out  with  it.  Why,  the  fecret  meaning  is,  I  pray 
admire  me  ;  hence  complain  of  wants  and  weakneffes: 
pray  think  what  a  broken-hearted  Chriffian  I  am; 
and  hence  if  comforted,  they  complain,  if  not,  they 
will  comfort  themfelves;  hence  many  lift  up  eyes  and 
hands,  and  fetch  deep  fighs  in  prayer,  remember  and 
note  fermons,  look  now  what  a  gift  I  have  :  hence  if 
you  come  to  their  company,  they  will  have  fo  many 
good  words  as  may  make  you  think  well  of  them,  and 
then  the  market  is  almoff  done  with  them:  hence  men 
forfake  their  friends,  and  trample  under-foot  the  looms 
of  the  world,  they  have  credit  el fe where  :  To  main¬ 
tain  their  intereff  in  the  love  of  godly  men,  they  will 
fuller  much  :  hence  men  in  the  miniftry  pray  for  grace 
to  beautify  and  perfedl  their  parts,  that  fo  they  may 
preach,  and  convert, and  have  credit:  hence  men  medi¬ 
tate  new  light,  and  profefs.deep  things  that  few  know, 
that  men  may  worfhip  the  riling  fun:  hence  the  Lord 
i.s  negledled  fecretly,  vet  honoured  openly,  becaufe 
there  is  no  wind  in  their  chambers  to  blow  their 
fails,  and  therefore, there  they  Hand  Hill:  hence  many 
men  keep  their  profeflion,  when  they  lofe  their  affec¬ 
tion,  they  have  by  the  one  a  name  to  live,  and  that  is 
enough,  though  their  hearts  be  dead  :  and  hence  fo  long 
as  you  love  or  commend  them*  fo  long  they  love  you. 
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but  if  not,  they  will  forfake  you;  they  were  warm 
onlv  by  another’s  fire :  and  hence  having  no  principle 
of  life- within,  foon  grow  dead:  This  is  the  water  that 
turns  a  Phafifee’s  mill,  and  the  Lord  paffeth  a  heavy 
doom  “  You  have  your  reward.”  I  have  wondered 
that  the  opinion  of  men,  nay,  dream  of  mens  thoughts 
fhould  ad  men;  only  it, is  a  curfe  of  God,  that  when 
men  defpife  his  honour,  the  greateft  good,  they  lhall 

be  fed  with  the  bafett  good. 

4.  Thofe  whole  principle  is  nothing  elie  but  tneir 

own  gain  of  outward  ble flings.  .Many  there  .be  that 
make  not  their  honour,  fo  much  as  their  bellies  their 
gods,  and  they  rule  them,  Phil,  iii.  19*  hence  the 
{hop-keeper  will  give  good  words  when  he  fells  his 
commodity,  he  fhould  lofe  much  of  his  cuftom  elfe;  and 
hence  the  minifter  preachetb  confcionably  that  his  gain, 
may  come  in,  1  Theh  ii.  4>  5*  Hence  people  would 
be  as  good  as  the  bed,  they  cannot  get  a  lot  in  all  the 
country  eilm  lienee  a.  man  is  iometime  content  to 
forfake  all  for  Chritt,  that  he  may  make  a  booty  of 
Chritt,  as  Judas  did.  Hence  when  Chritt  feeds  them 
with  loave§,  then  the  people  will  make  him  a  king, 
John  vi.  though  afterward  they  cry,  Crucify  him.  So 
men  deal  with  Chritt  as  the  loldiers  did,  tnat  caught 
him,  that  they  might  ftrip  him  of  his  garments.  And 
hence  many  men  it  they  lee  forrows  and  wants  attend¬ 
ing  them,  if  they  attend  on  Chritt,  forlake  him.  Look 
upon  our  own  land,  many  lo  long  as  they  could  enjoy 
Chritt  with  fair  weather,  cry  out  of  ceremonies,  and 
prophaning  ot  Sabbath  :  yet  this  not  being  to  be  had* 
creep  to  them,  and  read  the  book  for  prophaning  there¬ 
of.  Many  ill  ado  ws  have  been  feen  hnce  our  iun  hath 
rifen  here,  and  this  way  they  looked :  but  viewing  o- 
ther  mens  wants,  and  tearing  their  own  Ioffes,  and 
conceiving  they  may  meet  with  Maffah  in  this  wilder- 
r*e fs ,  refufe  to  follow.  And  left  this  fhould  feem  to 
be  the  caufe,  cry  out.  We  are  feparatitts;  or  ftrongly 
Numb.  W  ,  B  b  poffefs 
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poilels  themfelves  again  It  all  relations,  there  is  no  liv¬ 
ing  at  ail  here. 

-Look  but  at  home,  now  many  doves,  (that  prove 
Hit  lavens,  and  live  on  the  prey)  come  hither  to  our 
\\  indows,  and  have  followed  Ghrift  to  this  world  s  end; 
when  he  led  them  with  loaves,  they  made  him  their 
king:  but  now  he  hath  taken  away  what  once  they  de- 
ured,  becauie  there  is  better  bread  to  be  laboured  for; 
now  they  forfake  him  and  live  on  the  fpoil.  This  is 
no  inwaid  principle.  And  hence  when  mens  expences 
fen  Chrid,  exceed  their  receipts  from  Chrifl,  they  ceafe 
spending,  and  fall  in  the  high- way  to  begging  at  the 
door  of  the  world. 

5.  Thofe  whofe  principle  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
ftrength  of  natural  confcience,  which  will  fet  men  a- 
doing,  when  they  have  neither  praife  from  men,  nor 
gain  from  Chrifl;  for  their  labour.  For  the  Lord  deals 
with  fome  men,  as  the  Romans  did  with  fome  of  their 
priioners ;  they  would  chain  a  priloner  and  his  keep- 
er  together,  and  let  them  go  up  and  down:  fo  God 
chains  many  a  poor  prifoner  of  hell  and  his  confcience 
together,  and/lets  them  go  together.  And  hence  ma¬ 
ny  a  man  keeps  peace  with  his  commence,  and  cannot 
give  it  the  flip  1  or  all  the  world  heaped  up  with  gold, 
as  Balaam  laid. 

Now  there  are  two  things  in  a  natural  confcience, 
Rom.  ii.  15. 

1.  do  accufe;  hence  a  man  dares  not  omit  prayer, 
dares  not  commit  a  fin  he  has  a  mind  to;  confcience 
would  then  roar.  Hence  many  keep  conflantly  fet 
duties  in  private,  and  tremble  at  fmall  fins  :  not  be- 
caufe  they  take  any  delight  in  the  one,  or  are  weary 
of  the  other;  but  becauie  they  are  ever  under  the  eye 
of  this  judge. 

2.  ri  o  excufe,  and  to  give  much  fweetnefs  when  a 
man  follows  the  di&ates  thereof,  hence  a  man  though 
carnal,  will  die  for  his  religion,  and  that  with  fome 
chearfulnefs,  becaufe  confcience  chears  within,  and 

fings 
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fings  him  step  i«  trouble.  And  hence  a  man  wiU 
cry  out  of  all  the  glorious  hypocnfies  of  men,  becaule 
to^walk  according  to  conlcience  is  lwpeter  to  him. 
And  hence  a  man  comforts  himfelf,  it  is  my  conlcience 
Marl-  xii.  rt.  To  love  God  “  is  better  than  burnt 
offerings.”  Hence  a  man  will  prefit  exceeding  y  m. 
what  he  holds,  Gal.  i.  i4-  becaufe  zealous  for  it  for 
confcience ;  and  yet  this  is  but  a  principle  o  nature, ,  not 
an  inward  principle  of  life,  whole  proper ty  is ^o  feek 
the  fubverfion  of  corrupt  nature,  as  natural  confcience 
feeks  the  garniihing  of  it  and  the  aftions  thereof. 

6.  Thofe  whofe  principle  is  the  fear  of  death,  a 
hell;  raifed  not  fo  much  by  the  power  o.  confcience,  as 
by  the  power  of  the  word.  And  hence  come  complaints 
about  a  man’s  eftate;  that  a  man  can  have  no  reft  by 
all  duties  that  he  has  done,  or  doth.  Hence  following 
of  the  means,  running  to  the  belt 
and  lamenting,  and  confefling  un,  stt  m-  7\ 
“generation  of  vipers,”  &c.  And  hence  prizing  ot 

favour  and  comfort,  Plal.  lxxviii.  34>  35*  encr 
many  do  take  this  for  their  converfion,  and  lay,  I 
heard  fuch  a  minifter  at  fuch  a  time,  and  then  I  cue 
out  I  was  damned,  and  thought  I  law  the  devil ;  yea, 
and  to  hell  you  may  for  all  this,  if  no  other  principle. 
Indeed,  there  is  this  fear  in  the  elect,  but  drives  them 
to  the  ark,  as  Noah  :  but  thofe,  when  their  fear  is.  over, 

they  fall  to  fight  again  ft  the  Lo;d.  .  , 

7.  Thofe  whofe  principle  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 

immediate  affings  of  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  them.  For 
fometime  the  Spirit  of  God  comes  upon  men,  as  light 
(bines  on  the  mud  wall,  yet  dwells  not  there  as  in  the 
fun.  And  hence  many  fpeak,  pray,  prophecy  admir¬ 
ably,  as  Balaam,  Numb.  xxiv.  3,  4-  Many  men,  like 
carters,  bring  others  goods,  that  are  not  po  e  01s 
of  them.  Now  thefe  are,  1.  External  enlargements, 
and  hence  a  man  doth  many  things  which  he  has  no 
inward  pow'er  to  perform,  the  Spirit  is  there  aflilung; 

B  b  2  ’  hence 
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hence  lie  cannot  do  fo  at  another  time,  but  it  is  the 
opirit  only  abiding.  And  hence  a  man  may  have 
abundance  ot  knowledge,  and  he  not  affeCted  with  it; 
he  may  live,  and  pray) with  applaufe  of  men;  others 
Willi  they  were  like  him,  yet  live  without  love,  and 
peak  without  feeling,  and  do  without  life;  hence  men 
Jeave  themfelvesjiere.  2.  Internal  pangs:  the  Spirit 
ol  God  begets  fome  inward  grief,  efpecially  when  out¬ 
ward  evils  prefs,  then  inward  fiaflies  and  defires  but 
they  are  foon  done.  There  is  no  fpring,  no  principle 

.  within.  What  the  difference  is  between  faints  uneven- 

nels,  and  this  uncondancy,  you  lhall  hear  hereafter: 
yet  thefe  are  wreftlings  of  fpirit  not  yet  conquering 
and  hence  it  polfeiTes  not  the  foul.  fa’ 

8.  When  mens  principle  is  nothing  elfe  but  com¬ 
mon  gifts,  which  are  inward,  and  abiding  long  in  the 
ioul.  That  a  man  now  thinks  he  has  grace,  and  fure 
figns  of  the  Lord’s  Jove,  and  here  is  fadned :  when 
there  be  two  things  wherein  it  appears  here  is  no  in¬ 
ward  principle,  i  .  -Thefe  gifts  ever  puff  up,  and  make 
a  man  fomething  in  his  own  eyes,  as  the  Corinthian 
knowledge  did.  And  many  a  private  man  thinks  him- 
felffit  to  be  a  minider,  many  a  minider  better  than  all 
the  parifh  befides;  when  Paul  was  the  lead  of  all  the 
taints.  And  hence  commonly  they  degenerate  to  pride 
and  form.  2.  Thefe  keep  men  drangers  to  Chrift, 
and  the  life  of  iaith ;  they  have  thele  affections,  yet 
ignorant  of  Chrid,  take  thefe  as  figns  of  his  love,  and 
live  without  him.  And  this  is  indeed  the  inner  prin¬ 
ciple  which  all  the  wicked  in  the  world  want;  there 
is  in  true  grace  an  infinite  circle:  a  man  by  thirding 
receives,  and  receiving  thirds  for  more.  But  hence 
the  Spirit  is  not  poured  out  abundantly  on  churches, 
becaufe  men  fhut  it  out  by  fhutting  in,  and  content¬ 
ing  themfelves  with  their  common  jgraces  and  gifts, 
Mat.  vii.  29.  Examine  if  it  be  thus.  If  fo, 

1.  You  cannot  come  to  the  Lord,  John  v.  44. 
How  can  ye  believe?’’  ( 

'  2 ,  No  r 
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2.  Nor  to  receive  any  thing  from  the  Lord  if  you 
do,  James  iv.  3.  “  When  you  alk  to  fpend  it  on  your 

lulls,”  ' When  that  carries  you.  . 

This  pulls  down  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jelus, 
when  other  things  rule  us,  and  not  himlelf  alone.  ( 
4.  Satan  will  have  this  againll  you,  as  againit  Job, 
“You  ferve  not  the  Lord  for  nought.”  io  what, 
purpofe  are  your  new  moons;  church  reformations,  if. 
it  be  thus?  Now,  becaufe  it  hath  been  replied  to  what 
was  formerly  faid,  that  Chrift  was  the  vcllel,  not  our 
fouls  ;  I  fhall  therefore  confirm  the  latter  to  be  the 

truth,  by  thefe  reafons.  . 

1.  Myllicai  places  of  fcripture  are  to  be  interpreted 

by  plain.  Now  though  Chrift  may  be  the  antitype  of  thefe 
veffels  of  the  temple,  yet  he  is  not  plainly,  laid  to  be 
a  veffel;  but  fouls  are  called  fo,  Rom.  ix.  23..  2 

Cor.  iv.  7. — Adis  ix.  15.  “  Paul  is  a  chofen  veffd.” 

1  Theff.  iv.  4.  “  We  are  to  poffefs  our  veflels  in  ho- 

“Tinefs.” _ 2  Tim.  ii.  20.  “  Veffels  of  honour.” 

2.  The  Spirit  is  not  in  Chrift  as  in  a  veffel,  but  as 
in  a  fountain;  hence,  John  iii.  34-  44  Chi  iff  hath  re- 
“  ceived  the  Spirit  without  meafure. 

3.  The  fool i fh.  virgins  had  veffels;  becaufe  it  is  faid, 

“  They  took  their  lamps,  but  no  oil  with  1 

folly  was  not  in  not  providing  veflels.  Lyncc  toe  iooL 
ifli  virgins  did  not  afterward  beg  their  vellels,  but  their 

oil. 


4.  The  wifdom  of  the  wife  did  appear,  in  that  they 
did  provide  oil  for  their  veffels.  If  therefore  the  veffel 
be  Chrift,  therein  'lies  the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  that 
they  got  the  Spirit  to  put  into  Chrili,  and  tne  lolly 
of  the  foolilh,  they  got  not  the  Spirit  to  put  into  him. 
Or  the  one  got  Chrift  Jefus  full  of  the  Spirit;  the 
other,  Chrift  Jefus  void  of  it.  'When  whoever  hath 
Chrift,  muff  have  in  him  the  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit 
abb.  ,  ; 


5.  The  other  interpretation  croffeth  the  main  fcope 
of  this  part  of  the  parable,  which  is  to  Ihew  the  dif- 

B  b  3  ference 
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ference  between  the  virgins:  All  profeffed  Chrift, 
went  to  meet  the  Bridegroom:  bat  here  was  the  dif¬ 
ference,  they  never  looked  for  to  get  the  Spirit  in 
them:  and  this  is  molt  luitable  to  men  raifed  out  of 
the  dregs  of  popery,  where  works  being  aboMfhed, 
Chrift  is  owned,  and  therein  do  well,  but  herein  fail* 

Thus  you  have  heard  the  ufe  of  trial  negatively. 
What  this  inward  principle  is  affirmatively,  you  have 
generally  heard;  and  fhall  more  particularly  in  the  o~ 
ther  two  doctrines.  Only  this  I  fhall  add;  it  confifts 
of  two  parts.  * 

1.  Our  life  in  Chrift  by  faith. 

2.  Chrift’s  life  in  us  by  his  Spirit.  Faith  empties 
the  foul,  and  looks  upon  it  as  dead,  and  fees  its  life 
laid  up  in  Chrift;  and  hence  forfakes  itfelf,  and  em¬ 
braces  the  Lord  of  glory.  Secondly,  The  Spirit  comes 
and  polfeffeth  a  forfaken  empty  ho  ufe,  and  there  lives 
and  dwells.  Both  thefe  the  apoftle  mentions,  Gal.  ii.  20. 
Eph.  hi.  17. — John  xv.  4.  As  two  married  together, 
their  fouls  live  not  where  they  are,  but  in  each  other. 
The  one  cares  not  how  to  pleafe  herfelf,  but  her  huf- 
band;  and  e  contra .  So  that  left  any  weak  foul  fhould 
be  difcouraged,  that  thinks  there  is  no  principle  of 
life,  becaufe  fuch  a  blind,  empty,  dead  heart,  wander¬ 
ing  from  God,  Skc.  Nay,  when  the  Lord  quickens 
it,  O  it  is  loft  again!  Nay,  when  quickened,  O  then 
when  it  comes  to,  it  is  feeble!  I  tell  you  it  mull  be  v 
fo.  This  makes  you  lay  up  your  life  in  him ;  this 
death  is  your  life.  And  left  any  falfe  heart  fhould 
be  here  deceived,  that  faith  he  has  Chrift;  “  If 
<c  you  have  not  theSpiritof  Chrift,  you  are  none  of  his.” 
The  faints  have  this  fometime,  their  temple  is  filled 
with  glory  ;  and  {or  their  general  courfe,  they  are 
admirers  of  the  Lord  Jefus ;  and  account  his  life  to 
be  life,  and  all  their  life  befide  to  be  a  continual 
death.  There  is  not  any  grace  but  they  fay,  O  that 

I  had  it, 
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m,-.  Of  Exbcn.mn.  1  O  every  man,  as  e- 
ver  you  look  to  be  with  Ghrill  Jelus  another  day,  get 
this  oil  in  your  veltels.  The  Lord  doth  ,n  this  para¬ 
ble  fet  before  your  eyes  the  edate  of  the  pureft  g 
churches  and  profeffors  in  the  world  and  it 
finite  love  to  tell  us  beforehand  before  he  neb 
Daft  to  tell  us,  that  many  ot  theie  fhall  be,  lhut  out 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  whom  them- 
felves  and  others  think  fhall  not  and  yet  this 
love  would  be  but  -little,  unlefs  the  Lord  nad  mad 
known  the  caufe  or  defect  in  not  getting  o.l  to  then 
veffel.  O  conftder  therefore,  here  you  are  like 
fail:  you  that  have  lamps,  before  the  cry  and  bn  e- 
groom  comes,  acknowledge  Clmft’s  love,  and  be 
overcome  by  it  to  get  oil  in  your  veffels,  when  Ra- 
hab  knew  that  the  Lord  would  deftroy  all  Jerwho, 
now  file  lays  about  her  to  prelerve  her  life.  What 
is  the  means?  To  tie  the  fcarlet  thread  at  the  win¬ 
dow:  O  flie  would  be  hire  to  get  and  keep  that  mere. 
You  know  the  Lord  Jefus  will  come  and  chlcover  the 
nnfound  profeffion,  and  deftroy  the  glory  of  the  world, 
and  churches  too :  It  may  be  ye  have  had  lore  .ears, 
what  if  he  fhould  cut  me  off,  and  caft  me  out,  as  po  - 
iibly  he  may?  and  1  may  as  well  as  eminent  profel- 
fors.  I  tell  you,  none  ever  periihed  but  becaufe  of 
this.  How  juft  'had  Rahab’s  judgment  been,  it  Ihe 
had’ refuted  to  get  her  fcarlet  thread  there,  and  yours 
if  now  ye  get  not  your  oil  in  your  vellel  ?  How  many 
'are  there  that  have  lived  fairly  and  died  quietly,  and 
when  they  are  dead  and  knock,  the  door  is  hiut,  that 
then  wring  their  hands,  O  had  I/but  known  of  this! 
I  would  have  fpeiit  my  care  and  itiength,  and  tears, 
and  thoughts  how  to  have  filled  my  veffel,  but  I 
knew  it  not.  This  time  will  fhortly  come,  and  if 
vou  know  it  tow,  and  do  not  let  upon  it,  what  a  cut 

B  b  4  will 
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"  iv.11!1.1""  HalintSanTer°re  3p°nie  exhorts’  Heb. 

“  left  you  fall  ftortof  Tt*”  ^ 

knowing  how  only  you  fhall 

you  fall  ftiort  of  this;  I  hope  I  ftall  not  I  thank 

Se  ff  TTJ  b,an,|Clef8/I  fP°t,ef8’  1  have’forfaken 

did  thefe  virgins  alfo.  O  but  mv  lamp  burn,’  S 
bng,lt  ,»  any  man’s  1  know  ,  ,o  did  „K  LJTvi’! 

U,°A42  Lord  ?L"’d.'  n  mei  f°  Were  theft 
but  T  lock  tn  o  n  ’  1  know  y°L1  n°t.”  O 

;  “  J  “  1-7  ’  °  mc«  With  him>  and  faction 

Chrift  Tf  S  Td  f  n’  a!,d  yet  Were  fllut  out  from 
Crhnft.  It  the  Lord  fhould  have  faid,  it  was  becaufe 

..ney  had  not  wealth  enough,  nor  world  enough,  every 

w  z  „  rh  i,ave  '’een  Tuins  '•'^••3 

ve  itriven  to  have  got  enough  of  that,  though  it  were 

not  to  be  haa;  but  there  is  enough  in  Chrift  to  enrich 

you,  who  has  the  Spirit  without  meafure  to  do  it: 

1  he  Spirit  may  breathe  now. 

vlZrnr  i.  Labour  to  feel  and  mourn  under  thy 
v.nolc  corrupt  principles,  that  have  added  thee  hither- 

t°'i°r!fany  ™ei?  are  frnlible  fometimes  of  fome  par¬ 
ticular  ads,  and  jarnngs  of  their  hearts  and  life  with 
the  rule;  and  then  they  feek  forgivenefs  of,  and-grace 
agatnft  them,  and  then  they  hope  all  is  well,  therfthey 
oo  many  things  and  hear  John  gladly,  and  in  plainnels 

Em  SI'7  fVne‘r  hefartS  think  that  a11  is  well, 
ut  ftill  they  fall  ftiort  of  a  principle  of  life,  becaufe 

ney  never  felt  a  whole  corrupt  principle,  and  how  in 

everything  it  croffeth  God,  not  only  in  the  corrupt 

but  moft  glorious  adions.  For  all  men  naturally  turn 

iom  being  open,  to  lecret  enemies;  and  from  being 

ecret,  to  be  lubtile  enemies,  and  to  undermine  the 

.ore  in  a  they  do.  Now  many  fee  it,  but  not  the 

evil  of  it,  nor  mourn  under  it.  Hence  the  Lord  ne-  " 

ver  fends  another  Spirit,  becaufe  they  have  not  the 

Jpint  of  heavinefs  for  want  of  it.  But  when  a  man 

<-  'fees 
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'fees  that  in  every  thing  he  is  carried  and  a  died  by  a 
principle  of  bitternefs  againft  the  Lord,  anddives  with- 
cut  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  adt  him;  the  Lord  is  not 
far  from  that  foul  when  he  feels  this,  and  mourn’s  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord,  becaufe  of  this,  and  the  want  of  that, 
i  Kines  viii.  a8.  So  Chrift  laid,  “  Becaufe  I  laid,  I 
“  go  away,  forrow  has  filled  your  hearts.”  John  xvu 
6,  7.  This  is  the  very  reafoii  why  faints  have-  the 
Comforter,  his  abfence  fills  their  hearts  with  forrow; 
becaufe  when  he  is  gone,  O  the  firaitnefs,  vilenels  of 
a  corrupt  heart!  you  fay  it  may  be.  If  this  be  not  a 
right  principle,  what  is?  Anf.  To  undermine  all  falfe 
works;  O  therefore,  fpel  this  plague!  If  ever  God 
works  this  grace,  feel  you  mufl  the  want  of  it;  and  if 
you  do  mourn,  then  you  are  under  it:  and  O  mourn, 

1.  %  confidering  the  evil  of  it,  you  can  mourn  after 
a  dead  father,  and  iliall  you  not  over  a  dead  heart. 

2.  To  think  there  fhould  be  io  much  Spirit  in  Chrift, 
and  not  a  drop  for  me.  Is  he  fo  angry  with  me  ? 
See  therefore  X  pray  you  that  you  are  led  by  ill  prin¬ 
ciples,  or  falfe  principles.  I  pray,  but  felf-love  fets 
me  a- work;  I  profefs,  but  praife  of  men  adds  me;  I 
obferve  duties  in  fecret,  but  natural  confcience  only- 
carries  “me.  No  furer  fign  of  ruin,  than  for  the  Lord 
to  hide  thefe  things  from  you  ;  nor  of  love,  than  when 
he  ihews  this,  and  gives  you  not  only  fenfe  of  fome 
one  act,  but  a  fpirit  -  of  heavinefs  under  this.  This 
empties  the  veffel,  and  fo  makes  us  veffels  of  honour: 
do  not  therefore  fet  thyfelf  lb  much  to  do,  as  to  fee 
where  thy  evil  principle  is,  in  all  thou  doff. 

Means  2.  Repair  now  to  the  fountain  of  life,  for  a 
principle  of  life  from  him,  and  fetch  it  from  him. 

^ 'ueftfon .  What  is  that?  and  how  fhall  I  fetch  it 
from'  him  ? 

Anfwer.  i.  It  is  not  a  man’s  own  driving;  a  man 
may.  imitate  nature,  but  cannot  make  nature:  All 
the  world  cannot  make  one  poor  die.  And  as  it  'is 

'artis 
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enis  celare  artem,  fo  when  he  hath  done  he  may  de¬ 
ceive  himieli  and  others,  but  nothing  eli'e.  “  Bom 

i.ot  of  the  will  of  man:”  A  man  is  in  great  dif- 
tref's  of  confcience  for  fin  pali,  fear  of  death  for  time 
to  come,  and  now  he  comes  juft  as  far  as  a  devil:  then 
prays.  Lord  lave  me,  and  now  comes  as  far  as  nature 
can  carry  him,  and  therefore  is  eafed,  and  now  he 
hath  Satan’s  black  feal  upon  him,  and  felf-flattery 

hath  carried  him  on.  The  fountain  of  life  is  not 
here. 

2.  It  is  not  the  law,  it  convinceth  one,  and  he  com¬ 
plains;  it  condemns  another,  and  he  cries  out;  it  irri¬ 
tates  another,  and  he  tails  to  do  what  he  can;  but  the 
law  cannot  give  life,  Gal.  iii.  21. 

3.  It  is  not  bare  ordinances,  which  are  of  themfelves 
but  hulks  and  Ihells,  and  empty.pipes;  witnefs  the  cries 
of  many  a  man  fabbath  after  fabbath,  no  life,  and  that 
ior  a  long  time :  nay,  he  grows  worfe. 

4.  It  is  not  God  limply  conlidered,  he  is  indeed  the 
iou.ii.ain  Oi  life,  but  fin  has  fealed  that  fountain;  hence 

many  a  one  goes  to  him,  and  departs  from  him  with 
frowns. 

5.  Where  is  life  then?  In  Chrifl:  J  I  know  he  is 

Lord  and  Prince  of  life.  Yet  confider,  as  God-man 
no  life  is  in  him  for  you,  as  to  be  communicated  to 
you.  Where  then?  It  is  in  the  blood  and  death  of 
the  Lord  of  life.  You  are  ready  to  undervalue  this 
life.  O  conlkler,  what  it  mult  colt  the  Son  of  God? 
and  where  it  mult  he,  Heb.  ix.  14.  “  If  bulls  and 

“  goats  blood  walked  the  flelh,  much  more  this 
“  blood,”  &c.  Many  a  man  feels  a  blind,  dead  heart, 
and  all  duties  dead:  and  hence  ufes  many  perfuafi- 
ons  to  himfelf,  yet  they  continue  fo  hill,  becaufe  he 
never  looks  to  this  blood.  There  is  this  excellency 
in  Chrili’s  blood,  not  only  to  cleanfe  from  guilt,  'and 
power  of  fin,  but  from  dead  works,  and  none  elfe  can. 

Now 
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Now  therefore  repair  hither  for  it;  know  what  your 

lives  will  and  muit  colt. 

Now  how  fhall  this  be  done?  •  ' 

Anpiver  x.  Prize  this  blood,  and  fatisfy  thy  loul  - 
with  it;  choofe  it,  and  reft  in  it,  in  the  Lord  himfelt 
as  fufficient,  John  vi.  53.  “  Except  ye  eat  and  drink,” 
&c.  many  account  it  a  common  thing;  you  receive  it 
not  then," but  trample  it  under  your  feet ;  many  efteem 
of  it,  but  they  feel  not  themfelves  with  it,  nor  quiet 

their  hearts  with  lile  there  fir  It ■  and  lienee  it  falls  out 

/ 

'  * 

thus. 

2.  Keep  this  rule,  content  not  thy  felt  with  that  mea- 
fure  which  thou  halt  from  Chrift,  but  be  tnanklul  foi 
it,  and  falling  fhort,  call  ever  for  more;  but  fatiate 

thyfelf  with  that  which  is  in  Ohrid. 

If  thou  can  ft  not  do  this,  il  it  is  beyond  tnv  ftrength, 
then  con  fide  r  Ghriit  has  words  of  life,  John  vi.  O  beg 
for  that,  and  for  thofe  words?  “  Hear  what  the  Lord 
«  will  fay,”  Pfal.  lv.  8.  You  cannot  fee  nor  come 
to  Chrift:  then  “  Hear,  and  your  louls  fhall  live.” 
Who  knows  what  the  Lord  may  do.  It  is  not  poffible 
for  man  to  do  it,  but  the  Lord  Jefus  may  and  can. 

O  then  you  that  have  this  principle,  let  all  your 
actions  iffue  and  fpring  from  hence!  As  Paul  ex¬ 
horted  Timothy,  4‘  Stir  up  that  gift  that  is  in  thee. 
“  Up  Deborah,  up.  Awake  harp  and  lute,”  faith 
David.  Do  not  fay,  Lean  do  nothing,  and  fo  the 
Lord  muft  do  all;  do  not  lay,  I  have  a  dead  heart, 
and  can  do  nothing,  but  Hi r  it  up.  It  was  the  Lord’s 
complaint,  I fa.  Ixiv.  7.  44  None  took  hold  of  the 

“  Lord,  nor  furred  up  himfelt?’  to  that  end.  It 
may  be  feme  of  you  have  feme  ftrength.  O  put  it 
forth?  I  know  all  ftrength  is  from  Chrift,  but  there 
is  a  permanent  ftrength  in  you.  You  are  not  dead  to 
aft,  you  wrong  the  Lord  and  his  grace  if  you  think 
fo.  As  it  is  a  heavy  fin  to  lhut  up  and  imprifon  na¬ 
tural  truth,  Rom.  i,  18.  'So  much  more  the  power 

of 
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henc«aCp  l0^3  ^‘aVC  loft  St’  °rec°verit!  An 
‘  The!  IT75  f°r  this  earne%>  EPh.  iii.  *< 
“  man  ” A  wilh  in  the  inm 

lure  von  „  f1 nd  therefore  put  this  forth  , to  aft,  and  b 
ure  }ou  aft  only  from  the  Spirit  of  grace. 

<!leftion.  How  lLall  I  do  this  ? 

Anfwer.  1.  Set  the  Lord  Jefus  in  all  his  glor 

ledTof  Ch  •JherefiS  th3t  exceilency  of  the  know 
M  ft  Chr!ft  s  Perfon>  that  it  makes  us  be  and  liv 

‘\  hmi’  an^  according  to  the  propinquity  of  our  foul 

u  eyes  to  Cnrift,  fo  wo  are  like  him.  As  it  is  wit] 
l  e  fun,  when  it  is  gone  from  the  earth,  there  are  no 
e  muon  as  leaves  on  the  trees,  yet  when  ^returns 
tnc  trees  bring  forth  fruit.  Or  as  it  is  in  heaven 
*,?  in  m.  2.  fo, in  this  life,  when  we  fee  him  in  a  glafs 
i  Cor.  in.  18.  .  That  look  as  it  is  with  an  ambitious 
man,  when  he  is  in  the  prefence  of  men  he  will  mani- 
felt  all  his  excellency,  nothing  fhall  be  done  to  gain 
di  credit.  So  if  the  Lord  and  his  life  be  your  excel- 
lency,  when  you  fee  Chrift,  you  will  approve  your- 
leives  to  him.  See  him  therefore  beholding  and  ac¬ 
cepting;  and  that  grace  you  u'ould  put  forth,  fee  it  in 

I:im:  it  is  flrange  to  fee  what  a  flream  of  Spirit  conies 
fometimes  this  way. 

2.  L-.-p  the  remembrance  of  the  exceeding  great- 
nefs  of  his  love  frefh  in  your  minds,  in  that  “  he  has 
quickened  you,”  Eph.  ii.  4,  5.  and  that  this  life 
vyas  by  his  death.  Ail  the  flowers  of  the  field  call 
tiieir  lavonr  but  tor  a  time,  and  then  away  with  them  ; 
but  Ch  rift’s  love  and  Chrift’s  death  do  ulually  always- 
breathe  a  favour  of  life  to  a  fincere  heart,  that  never 
knew  what  the  fling  of  death  meant,  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15. 
Chrift  loves  Chriftians,  becaufe  he  died  that  we  fbould 
live.  But  how  ?  Becaufe  we  thus  judged.  God  has 
made  man  an  agent  by  counfel:  Now  fome  Chriftians 
go  to  the  Lord  to  help  them,  but  let  not  prayer  of 
faith  a-work,  and  hence  have  no  water  of  life’.  Some 
do,  but  tile  not  other  means  to,  let  the  uuderftandincr 
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^tHe  mind  of  faith,)  on  work,  to  quicken  it  up  to  adt, 
and  lo  would  have  life  brought  in,  but  not  oy  the  fight 
door;  an  empty  veffel  will  not  be  lull  ot  this  water  till 
now,"  that  the  mouth  of  the  undemanding  is  open. 
Now  many  things  are  to  be  confi'dered  to  aft  every 
grace,  as  God’s  command  and  piomue,  £kc.  hut 
this  is  that  which  in  the  general  quickens,  O  Chrift’s 
love,  which  conflrains  the  foul  to  live  to  him.  Ac¬ 
cording  as  a  man  thus  receives  from  Chriil,  lo  he  re¬ 
turns  to  him.  As  it  is  oblerved,  one  lign  that  when 
a  people  vifit  not  their  minifter,  they  receive  no  good; 
fo  here:  That  is  a  fign  of  a  decaying  Chriftian,  for 
ufually  they  that  get  good  by  Chriil,  cannot  by  their 
good-will  flay  away  from  Ghriit.  So  then,  the  loul 
will  return  in  all  fruitful  obedience  to  the  Lord,  when 
he  receives  the  fweet  of  the  love  ol  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  doth  me  good  methinks,  and  hence  he  follows 
the  Lord.  Satan  hence  prevails  with  the  heart,  be- 
caufe  of  its  external  objedls,  and  a  party  within;  fo 
here  Chriil  prevails,  becaufe  there  is. a  party  within, 
when  external  objedts  are  propounded.  Let  a  man 
have  life,  if  he  have  no  food  he  will  never  live.  If 
bread  be  before  him,  and  he  feed  not  on  it,  and  that 
abundantly,  he  will  never  have  firength,  fo  this  love 
of  Chriil  in  us,  is  life  in  us,  and  food  for  us. 

3.  Familh  the  contrary  principle,  the  firength 
whereof  is  by  fucking  in  the  fweet,  and  receiving  in 
carnal  content  from  the  creature,  Rom.  xiii.  14. 
“  Put  on  the  Lord  Jefus,”  his  Spirit,  his  righteoui- 
nefs,  his  life,  his  graces,  u  Make  no  provision  for 
“  the  flelli.”  Many  Ghrillians  look  up  to  Chriil  in 
all  means,  but  can  do  nothing,  becaufe  they  have  feme 
delight  either  in  lawful  or  unlawful  things,  that  lies 
between  him  and  Chriil.  Hence  that  grows  Ilrong,  the 
other  feeble. 

4.  Die  to  all  felf-confidence  in  grace  received,  or 
fdf-contentment  with  any  meafure  of  it;  for  thereby 

you 
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you  (lop  the  Spirit:  for  we  of  ourfelves  cannot  think 
good  thought.  Therefore  be  ftrong  in  Chrift,  an 
hence,  Eph.  vi.  10,  n„  12.  A  man  is  apt  to  fall  \ 
a  double  extreme,  to  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord  withoi 
putting  on  graces;  and  to  truft  to  them  without  bein 
llrong  in  him.  Corn  mult  die  before  it  lives,  fo  mu 
you;  and  red  not  content  with  the  meafure  receivec 
but  look  for  more,  and- hence  oe  thankful,  and  fay, 
is  not  I,  but  Chrift;  yet  look  for  mere. 

5.  If  po  means  come  to  give  ftrength,  confide 
fadly  if  you  have  not  broken  covenant  with  God,  2 
in  Samfon’s  cafe,  God  was  in  covenant  with  him,  bi 
he  had  broken  it  on  his  part,  hence  his  ftrength  ws 
gone.  I  know  no  place  that  breeds  men  of  large 
covenants  than  this  place,  by  fea  and  land,  perfona 
and  efpeciaily  church-covenants.  Now  thy  ftrengt 
Is  gone.  Doll  thou  not  live  in  breach  of  covenant?  Nc 
only  it  is  broken,  but  you  live  in  it.  You  covenar 
to  cleave  to  the  Lord,  or  if  you  depart,  to  return  foo 
again,  but  you  lie  in  your  falls.  Nay  your  covenar 
and  returning  heals  your  horror  only,  not  your  fir 
You  covenant  to  love  brethren  dearly,  but  a  littl 
offence  one  gives,  cr  hopes  of  a  bigger  lot,  will  temp 
thy  heart  to  leave  them  to  their  own  fhifts.  You  cc 
venant  to  fubmit  to  officers  in  the  Lord,  but  fom 
take  liberty  to  fpeak  what  they  will,  and  others  d 
what  they  lift.  To  watch  over  your  brethren,  to  pu 
life  in  them,  but  you  grow  a  ftranger,  and  it  may  b 
fee  them  not  once  in  a  quarter,  unlefs  at  church.  Bu 
can  it  be  laid  they  are  any  better  for  thee?  O  you 
fins  are  double,  and  hence  your  plagues  of  heart  ar 
worfe  now,  more  hard  to  be  wrought  upon,  am 
hence  fin  and  Satan  lead  you,  Pfai.  Ixxviii.  57.  60,  61 
O  confider  this  fin,  the  ftrength  of  God  is  taken  a 
captain  of  the  camp,  that  when  you  cry,  Lord  helj 
me,  there  it  is.  But  alas!  it  is  gone  from  you,  an< 
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it  is  in  Satan’s  hand,  not  only  your  ftrength,  but 


God’s  ftrength,  and  the  foul  is  taken  captive.  O 
therefore  mourn  for  this,  left  you  mourn  at  laft. 


CHAP.  XIX.  SECT.  I 


Sbeweth  that  there  is  fuch  afulnefs  or  meafure  of  Grace 
in  the  heart  of  Believers ,  which  the  rnoft  refined  Hy~ 


pocriies  never  arife  unto 


DoB.  3.  rT,HAT  there  is  a  certain  plenitude,  ful- 
J-  nefs,  or  full  meafure  of  the  Spirit  of 
grace  in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful,  which  the  molt  glo¬ 
rious,  yet  unfound  profeffors  of  virgin-churches  want, 
and  have  not  in  their  veffels,  but  fall  fhort  oi. 

Juft  as  thefe  fooliih  virgins,  they  had  their  lamps, 
a  burning  and  filming  profeffion.  And  had  they  no 
more?  Yes  furely,  tor  their  lamp  how  could  it  burn, 
but  by  means  of  fome  oil?  They  had  their  wick 
touched  and  dipped  in  oil,  fome  lighter  ftrokes  and 
fuperficiai  imprellions  of  the  Spirit.  They  had  not 
their  veffels  filled  with  oi),  they  had  not  this  degree 
and  full  meafure  of  the  Spirit.  This  they  fell  fhort 
of,  and  herein  appeared  the  difference.  There  are 
certain  inward  touches,  an  inward  lighter  dye  of 
God's  Spirit,  which  ferves  to  beget  a  mod  eminent 
profeffion  before  men,  but  never  to  make  the  foul 
fincere  indeed  before  the  eyes  of  God.  That  look  as 
fome  naturalifts  make  three  or  four  kinds  of  life,  dif¬ 
fering  only  as  higher  or  lower  degrees  of  life,  though 
not  of  the  fame  life;  as  plants  have  a  vegetative  life 
only  to  grow,  but  no  fenfitive  to  fee;  becaufe  their 
forms  are  more  drowned  in  their  matter;  fenfitive 
in  beafts,  yet  not  rational;  rational  in  men,  but  not  an¬ 
gelical,  So  here,  a  greater  degree  of  the  Spirit’s 
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working,  makes  a  difference  in  kind  between  Chriffi- 
an  an(^  Gnnitian.  It  is  the  Spirit  that  makes  a  man 
live,  it  is  the  lame  Spirit  by  a  greater  ftroke,  makes 
a  man  live  the  life  of  God,.  Eph.  iv.  18.  Yet  there 
are  two  kinds  ol  lives  as  lar  different  as  lenfitivc  and 
vegetative;  and  though  the  rational  has  both,  yet  it 
is  neither  of  both.  So^  though  a  faint  lives  the  life  of 
re  a  foil  and  morality,  yet  there  is  another  life  he  has, 
which  doth  differ  from  thole  of  a  high  degree.,  and  of 
another  kind.  *1  do  not  fay  therefore  that  a  fincere 
foul  only  has  a  greater  degree  of  the  fame  grace,  but 
that  he  is  diftinguiflied  by  a  greater  degree  of  grace 
and  working  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  from  an  unfound 
heart.  As  a  man  may  love  another,  but  not  with  a 
conjugal  love,  here  is  now  a  degree  of  love,  but  not 
oi  the  fame  love,  for  it  is  not  a  whi,t  conjugal;  it  might 
then  be  finful  in  fome  men,  fo  it  is  here.  A  man  ' 
that  has  filled  his  ffomach  with  meat  may  have  feme 
defire  alter  it,  but  not  an  hungry  defire,  not  in  that 
degree;  hence  not  hungry  at  all.  So  u  the  Haggard 
c<  deiires  and  has  .not,”  a  carnal  heart  defires,  and  , 
another  deflres  the  Lord  Jefus;  a  carnal  fluggifh  heart 
defires  and  has  not,  but  another  hungers  and  is  filled  ; 
he  has  not  any  degree  of  the  fame  hunger.  It  is  < 
therefore  granted  there  are  defires,  and  joys,  and  light, 
and  growth  in  falfe  hearts,  but  there  is  not  that  ful« 
nefs  of  joy,  that  fulnefs  of  light,  that  fulnefs  of  the 
Spirit  which  is  in  the  faithful,  and  here  they  ever  fall 

fhort.  Yet  note, 

.  % 

1.  There  is  not  a’perfebl  meafure;  nor  the  fulnefs 
that  Ilia'll  be  when  our  fouls  fhall  be  gathered  to  them 
that  are  made  perfect. 

2.  Nor  yet  that  there  is  that  fulnefs  the  faints  aim 
at;  for  it  is  the  re  fur  re  A:  ion  they  aim  at,  Phil.  iii.  12, 
13,  14. 

3.  Nor  yet  a  glutting  fulnefs,  that  men  have  man¬ 
na  enough;  and  lay,  the  main  work  is  wrought,  and 
that  is  enough,  not  fuch  a  fulnefs  as  fatisfies  their  ap¬ 
petite 
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petite  from  longing  for  more.  But  which  fatisfies  and 
quiets  their  confcience  in  regard  of  the  uprightnefs  of 
their  fouls  before  Lord.” 

SECT.  II. 

But  for  the  more  full  and  clear  explication  of  this 
point,  I  fhall  (hew  you  thefe  three  things  :  - 

x.  That  hypocrites  may  have  fome  inward  touches 

of  God’s  Spirit. 

2.  That  the  very  reafon  of -their  falfenefs  is,  became 
they  have  no  more  than  fuch  touches  or  ftrokes. 

3.  That  there  is  a  fulnefs  the  faints  corhe  to,  which 

others  want. 

To  be  {hewed,— 1.  Pofitively.— 2.  Negatively. 

I.  That  hypocrites  may  have  not  only  outward 
{hews,  but  fome  inward  lighter  Itrokes  of  God’s 
Spirit.  As, 

1.  Of  the  Spirit  reftraintng  and  confining,  nay  be* 
numbing  of  corruption,  as  Paul  was  blamelefs,  nay  he 
had  no  mind  nor  wilf  to  many  fins,  nay  did  not  think 
he  had  any  living  contempt  and  enmity  of  God  in  his 
heart.  Hence,  Rom.  vii.  0.  It  is  faid,  44  When  the 
N“  command  came,  fin  revived.”  Was  it  not  living 
before?  Yes,  but  it  was  afleep,  it  was  benumbed, 
like  cold  fnakes,  but  not  killed. 

2.  Of  the  Spirit  preventing  and  exciting  unto  many, 
nay,  to  any  duty  of  the  law  in  general,  and  that 
fometime  by  fears  of  mifery  and  terrors  of  the  law, 
Deut.  v.  23.  And  fometime  by  love  and  mercy, 
morally  affefling  the  heart,  Exod.  xix.  4,  5,  6.  44  You 
44  have  heard  what  the  Lord  hath  done  :  Will  you 
44  now  enter  into  covenant  ?”  Yes  :  yet  what  is  faid 
of  them?  Pfalm  lxxviii.  37.  44  They  were  falfe  in^ 
44  God’s  covenant.” 

3.  There  may  be  fome  operative  and  quickening 
grace  of  the  gofpel,  Heb.  vi.  4.  44  They  were  enlight- 
44  ened,” 

Ce  .  4. There 
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.  ,4*  1  nere  may  be  feme  edifying  and  co-operating 
guts  of  law  and  gofpel,  whereby  a  man  may  not  only 
be  uiefui  and  helpful  to  fome,  but  to  the  church  of 
(jot.,  as  thole  that  did  prophefy  in  Chrilt’s  name. 
And  thele  may  be  fo  inward,  that  they  think  them- 
lelves  clean  and  fincere  ;  as  Abimelech. 

IL  That  the  reafon  of  their  unfoundnefs  is,  be- 
caufe  they  have  no  more  than  lighter  llrokes  of  God’s 

Spirit. 

As  I  might  fliew  in  all  thefe,  Paul  is  blamelefs,  yet 
far  enough  from  having  fin  mortified  by  Ghrili,  and 
hence  profefieth,  11  We  did  ferve  divers  lulls,”  Titus 
hi.  3*  the  Ilraelites  cry  out,  “  They  will  do  what 
“  God  will  have  them  Yet,  “  O  that  there  were 
”  fuch  an  heart!”  Deut.  v.  29.  They  in  Heb.  vi. 

Were  enlightened  and  tailed,”  yet  iell.  He  there¬ 
fore  adds,  “  We  are  perfuaded  (ver.  9.)  better  things 
“  °f  you.”  They  did  “  prophefy  in  Chrilt’s  name,” 
Matth.  vii.  yet  “  depart  from  me,  ye  workers  of  ini- 
“  qaity.”  But  fee  it  more  particularly,  Mark  xii.  33. 
Saith  the  Scribe  to  him,  “  To  love  the  Lord  is  bet- 
“  ter  than  all  burnt-offerings.”  Some  jews  did  red 
there,  but  neglebted  the  inward  work  ;  but 'this  man 
1 1 1  ^1 1  tt  t>\^  ct  rd  work  was  prized  in  his  judgment,  he  had 
both  profeffion  and  fome  affedtion  :  And  was  he 
now  entered  into  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  No.  Here 
was  his  wound,  he  fell  fhort  of  ir  fome  degrees. 
Hence  it  is  faid,  “Thou  art  not  far  from  the  kingdom 
of  God.”  So  the  Ifraelites,  why  did  not  they  enter? 
Was  not  the  land  good  ?  O  yes  !  That  report  the 
word  of  the  fpies  brought :  But  their  hearts  were 
not  taken  with  the  goodnefs  of  it,  as  Caleb’s  and 
jofhuah’s  were.  And  hence  they  were  fliut  out. 
Numb.  xiii.  27 .  and  xiv.  7,  8.  24.  So  it  is  here.  So 
an  unfound  heart  may  be  enlightened,  as  it  is  there, 
Heb.  vi.  4,  5.  But  there  is  a  marvellous  light  which 
they  never  have,  they  have  not  fuch  a  degree,  1  Pet.  ii.  9. 
And  hence,  Deut,  xxix.  2,  3,  4.  “  The  Lord  has 

“  not 
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■“  not  given  you  eyes  to  lee  to  this  day.”  Did  the 
Lord  give  them  no  eyes  to  fee,  no  hearts  to  be  affect¬ 
ed  with  what  they  did  fee  ?  Why  came  they  then  out  ' 
of  Egypt  ?  Why  did  they  fing  when  they  law  Pha¬ 
raoh  drowned  ?  Why,  they  had  not  fuch  eyes  and 
fuch  hearts  as  Mofes  had,  not  unto  that  day. 

So  for  turning  to  the  Lord.  Do  not  many  unfound 
hearts  turn  over  a  new  leaf  ?  Do  they  not,  not  only 
outwardly,  but  inwardly  too?  Where  is  the  flaw  then? 

In  the  degree,  Jer.  iii.  10.  “  Judah  has  not  turned 
“  with  her  whole  heart,  but  treacheroufly.”  So  there 
may  be  fome  growth  and  life  in  falfe  unfound  hearts, 
that  may  after  away  :  but  where  is  the  wound?  Look 
in  the  parable  of  the  feed  ;  fome  grew  not  at  all  ; 
fome  did  grow,  but  not  having  depth  of  earth,  fell 
again  :  Others  fell  not  in  perfecution,  but  there  were 
the  roots  of  thorns  that  choaked  the  feed  ;  the  good,- 
ground’s  feed  came  to  ripenefs  and  fulnefs  of  fruit, 
though  fome  in  a  greater  degree  than  others ;  yet 
.  none  at  all  (no  ripe  fruit)  in  the  reft.  Hence  the 
Lord  is  faid  to  “  weigh  the  heart,”  Prov.  xi.  2.  Men 
think  they  are  humbled,  and  do  believe,  but  God  finds 
them  too  light,”  as  “Belfhazzar  was  weighed  and  found 
“  too  light.”  And  thus  it  will  be  feen  at  the  laft  day, 
when  Ghrift  Jefus  fhall  appear,  that  all  the  molt  glo¬ 
rious  profeffion  of  many  a  man  is  therefore  rejected, 
becaufe  found  too  light. 

III.  That  there  is  a  fulnefs  which  the  faints  have, 
and  which  others  fall  fhort  of.  Which  I  fhall  fhew, 

I.  Pofitively  and  affirmatively  from  what  has  been 
faid.  Prov.  xii.  26.  “  The  righteous  is  more  excel- 
“  lent.”  John  xiv.  17.  “  Whom  the  world  cannot 
“  receive,  becaufe  it  knows  him  not.”  There  is  that 
Spirit  in  faints  which  no  unregenerate  man  knows, 
hence  defires  not.  Becaufe  he  dwells  in  you,  he  doth 
not  only  lend  fome  gifts,  or  work  fomewhat  there,  / 

but  he  dwells  there,  he  fills  the  heart.  Hence  the 
end  of  Chrift’s  death  is,  “  to  purchafe  to  himfelf  a 

Cc2  “  pecu- 
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li  peculiar  people,”  Tit.  ii.  14.  “  Of  fuch  a  fpirit>  fuch 
a  holinefs  that  only  themfelves  know.  So  it  is  that 
which  all  the  prophets  prefs  to,  to  a  higher  pitch  ;  and 
hence  that  charge  of  J0II1.  xxii.  5.  And  it  is  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fruit  of  election,  Eph.  i.  4.  x.  To  be  holy* 
2.  Before  him.  3.  In  love. 

II.  Negatively.  If  there  fhould  not  be  fuch  a  dif- 
tinguilhing  fulnefs,  '  s 

1.  Then  the  whole  miniftry  of  Chrift;  is  in  vain* 
£nd  fo  deftroyed;  for  what  is  the  end  of  that,  that 
God  raifeth  up  any  minifters  in  the  church,  but  this, 
A£ts  xxvi.  18.  u  To  turn  men  from  darknefs  to  light.” 
If  this  tight  was  only  that  in  Heb.  vi.  4.  then  the  end 
of  the  miniftry  was  to  work  hypocrify.  “  And  from 
“  the  power  of  Satan  to  God,”  there  the  Lord  leaves 
them  not,  u  but  that  they  may  receive  remiffion  of 

£<  fins,”  fkc.  /  ;  »  ti  •  . 

2.  If  there  fliould  not  be  this  fulnefs,  moft  of  the 
promifes  fhould  be  deftroyed,  and  God’s  faithfulnefs 
fail,  and  the  faints  be  deceived.  For  promifes  are 
made  to  them  that  mourn,  to  them  that  hunger,  ta 
them  that  believe,  &c.  Now  many  hypocrites  mourn, 
and  defire,  and  the  ftony  ground  believed.  Then  it 
feems  the  promife  is  not  true.  Yes,  and  therefore 
there  mufl  be  another  kind  of  mourning,  another  and 
higher  degree  of  the  Spirit  of  faith,  &c.  /.  e.  net  of 
the  fame  faith,  but  of  another  kind  of  faith. 

3.  If  not,  then  all  Chriftian  endeavour  after  a  higher 
meafure  of  grace  fliould  be  defiroyed.  For  if  any 
man  only  has  Chrift  in  his  eye,  that  he  may  have  him, 

I  lay,  that  is  fweet;  but  I  fay,  you  (hall  never  have  him, 
unlefs  you  receive  him.  O  but  many  receive  him  !  , 
as  John  ii.  23.  yet  Chrift  “  committed  not  himfelf  to 
u  them,  for  he' law  what  they  were.  Now  there¬ 
fore  if  you  regard  not  the  meafure,  /.  e.  fuch  a  kind 
of  receiving  of  him,  you  will  never  feek  for  it,  pray 
for  it,  nor  learn  to  know  it.  And  hence  it  is  faid,  Prov. 
xv.  24.  “  The  way  of  life  is  above  to  the  righteous:” 


I 


'  '  •  ^  ,  t  •  .  ,  . 

\  ^  r*-  I  #  • 

'  /  >  *  N  '  •  .  ‘ 

I 

TEN  VIRGINS.  4 °5 

*  f  \ 

If  it  were  not  above,  of  that  height,  he  would  never 

come  over  difficulties  to  it. 

4  If  not,  there  is  no  true  hope  that  any  man  can 

have:  but  it  is  utterly  dellroyed,  i  John  iii.  3.  “  He 
“  that  has  this  hope,  purgeth  himfelt.”  I  am  as  good 
as  fuch  a  one  :  But!  “  As  Chrift  is  pure that  is 
his  copy  and  his  pattern. 

c.  The  very  people  of  God  are  dellroyed  from  hav¬ 
ing  a  being  in  the  world,  if  this  meafure  makes  not 
the  difference.  If  it  be  replied,  the  Lord  Jefus  makes 
the  difference.  It  is  very  true,  thofe  that  are  in 
covenant,  they  have  God  to  be  their  God,  that  makes 
one  difference ;  but  if  there  be  not  fome  peculiar 
workmanlhip  ol  the  Spirit  in  them,  then,  though  they 
have  God  their  God,  yet  the  fecond  part  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  is  dellroyed,  /.  e.  they  are  not  the  Lord’s  pe¬ 
culiar  people  that  have  more  than  common  walh-work. 
For  we  are  not  only  the  Lord’s  people  by  choice 
and  purchafe,  but  by  new  creation  alfo,  Ifaiah  lxiv. 

7,  8,  9.  <■  •  -  ■ 

•  % 

SECT.  III. 

Ufe  1.  H.ENCE  we  fee  the  fight  of  no  grace  is 
no  part  of  a  Chridian’s  grace  and  holinefs.  The  live 
foolilh  virgins  were  not  Ihut  out  becaufe  they  did  not 
fee  they  had  no  oil,  but  becaufe  when  they  did  fee  it, 
(as  the  Lord  will  make  you  fee  it  firft  or  lad)  they  did 
not  get  fuch  a  meafure  and  quantity  of  it  as  might  fill 
their  veffel.  You  may  go  down  to  hell  with  complaints 
I  have  nothing,  unlefs  the  eternal  Spirit  work  lbrne- 
thing  at  laft  in  you. 

Ufe  2.  Hence  take  heed  of  quenching  and  limiting 
the  Spirit  of  God,  when  it  is  working  upon,  and 
breathing  in  your  hearts  at  any  time,  in  any  means. 
Becaufe  you  may  then  fall  Ihort  of  this  meafure  of  it, 
and  fo  be  Ihut  out  at  lad.  Look,  as  it  was  with  the 
Ifraelites,  it  is  faid  of  them,  that  “  they-  could  not 

C  c  3  “  drive 
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drive  out  the  Canaanites,”  i.  <?.  they  would  not  by 
realon  of  their  floth  ;  and  hence  they  were  pricks, 
nay  lnares  to  them.  So  the  Lord  begins  to  work 
ftrangely  upon  lbme  men,  but  they  are  prefently  hum¬ 
ble  enougn,  and  have  comfort  enough,  and  grace 
enough,  and  cannot  be  better,  and  hence  God  makes 
their  fins  lnares  and  thorns,  to  their  lorrow  and  ruin 
afterward.  Nay,  beloved,  many  a  one  will  quench 
the  Spirit.  O  take  heed  of  it !  Thus, 

%  x*  The  Spirit  not  only  convinceth,  but  humbles 
his  heart,  and  fhakes  his  fpirit  with  fears  of  fin.  Now 
xvhat  fliould  he  do  ?  He  fliould  welcome  it,  and  fay, 
O  blelfed  Spirit,  doll  thou  begin  to  call  me  down  to 
the  dull  for  my  fin,  before  I  am  call  to  hell  for  my  fin! 
vV  hat  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  O  humble  me  more. 
Give  me  not  only  an  a£t  of  heavinefs,  but  a  fpirit  of 
heavinefs  ?  As  fhe  laid  of  .affliction,  “  I  pray  God  this 
pi  a  ifter  may  never  ceafe  cleaving,  till  healed.” — 
Now  what  do  many  men  ?.  Why  either  game  it,  or 
work  it,  or  lleep  it  away.  The  young  man  will  not 
fo  foon  lofe  all  his  mirth  :  The  man  that  has  thought 
hi?  eltate  good  fo  long,  will  not  believe  it  is  fo  with  him 
now.  Or  as  Solomon  fpeaks  of  God’s  hand,  he  grows 
weary  of  his  chafiifement,  and  fo  cafis  it  off,  and  catch- 
eth  hold  on  Ghrift  and  comfort,  and  there  flays,  be¬ 
fore  the  Spirit  has  done  it. 

5.  If  they  dare  not  fhake  it  off  thus  till  the  Spirit  eaf- 
eth,  then  they  fatisfy  themielves  with  fome  hopes  the 
Lord  gives,  and  fome  take  of  his  fweetnefs,  before 
they  are  fatisfied  with  it,  as  thofe  did,  Heb.  vi.  4,  5. 
And  hence,  Pfalm  xc.  14.  “  O  fatisfy  us  with  thy 
<c  mercy,  fo  fhall  we  be  glad  all  the  days  of  our  lives!” 
So  fatisfied,  as  to  live  upon  it.  As  if  you  fhould  afk 
a  man,  could  you  be  contented  it  ihould  be  fo,  but  they 
do  not  live  upon  it.  As  if  you  fliould  afk  a  man, 
could  you  be  content  to  be  made  king,  and  come 
from  beggary  ?  Yes ;  but  he  is  left  there,  it  is,  not  fo; 
and  hence  lives  a  beggar  Hill.  Men  cannot  live  with¬ 
out 
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.  out  their  lufis.  Yet  faith  Chrift,  “  My  flefli  is  meat 
indeed,  and  drink  indeed,”  i.  e.  This  gives  real 
confolation,  latisfa&ion  indeed.  And  here  many  a 
Chrillian  finks,  and  goes  up  and  down  ihort  of  laving 


Spirit  has  wrought,  but  to  break  through  all  difficulties, 
and  follow  the  Lord  indeed,  and  come  to  that  they 
'know  they  mult  indeed,  this  they  will  not  do,  but 
depart  from  Chrift  forrowful,  and  hope  the  Lord  will 
accept  of  them  ;  and  hence  the  Lord  complains,  Mai. 
i.  8.  of  this  generation  that  had  defires  in  their  flocks, 
but  lame  ones.  “  Will  thy  king  accept  this  ?”  And  io 
all  their  work  is  overly  and  fuperficial  by  Hinting  the 
Spirit.  Thus  far  you  fhall  go,  but  no  farther.  O 
beloved,  this  is  the  frame  of  a  lincere  heart,  the  Lord 
empties  him,  but  he  is  never  content  that  the  work  is 
done,  but  as  his  want  made  him  beg  before,  fo  his 
talle  makes  him  long  more  now,  as  Mofes,  to  fee 
more  of  the  Lord’s  glory  :  As  Paul,  Phil.  iii.  12,  13. 
O  therefore  when  the  Spirit  comes,  imreat  it  to  go  Oil 
and  finiffi.  And  hence  David  begs,  Pfalm  cxix.  132. 
41  O  the  mercy  that  thou  ufefl  to  ihew  to  them  that 
“  love  thy  name  !”  Why  fo  ?  O  David  law  mercy  to 
others,  that  fets  God  a- work  to  do  fomewhat  for  them, 
work  fomewhat  in  them,  but  it  is  not  fuch  mercy. 
O  beg  for  that  .mercy  that  humbled  others,  quick- 
ned  others,  that  are  now  in  glory  ;  that,  or  no 
mercy,  Lord ! 

Queft.  How  fhall  I  know  whether  the  work  is  overly? 

Anf.  1.  If  hidden  and  violent,  it  is  ufually  overly. 
A  picture  long  a-drawing  is  exatt,  another  foon 
done  is  lightly  done.  A  man  has  leopard- fpots,  which 
in  our  garments  cannot  be  waflied  out  eafily.  God’s 
thorough-work,  is  feeking  and  fe arching.  Hence  vio- 
lent,  hidden  lorrows  and  joys  and  reformation  which 
all  were  in  the  llonv  ground,  nroved  hut  unfonnrl: 
Mat.  xiii.  5. 
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2.  God  has  thy  time  of  trying  thee,  Mat.  xiii.  The 
feed  was Town.  Which  now  is  good  ground  ?  Where 
is  there  fruit  to  be  feen,  and  npenefs  of  grace  ?  Look 
upon  perlecunon  if  that  doth  not  drive  thee  from 
Chrift.  If  that  doth  not,  fee  if  the  world  doth  not ; 
which  by  a  certain  deceit  and  cozenage  will  befool 
you.  _  I  am  perfuaded,  as  Calvin  is,  that  all  the  feve- 
ral  trials  of  men  are  to  fhew  them  known  to  themfelves 
and  the  world,  that  they  be  but  counterfeits,  and  to 
make  laints  known  to  themfelves  the  better.  As  Saul 
e  has  a  temptation  only  of  a  command,  when  he* 
xiact  nothing  to  caufe  him  to  ftoop  but  it,  yet  he  fell 
there.  So  it  is  with  many  others  that  God  doth  much 
ior,  he  tries  them,  Rom.  v.  5.  “  Tribulation  works 
trial,  and  that  hope.  Prov.  xvi.  3.  If  you  would 
know  whether  it  will  hold  weight,  the  trial  will 

tell  you.  Look  you  there,  and  in  fpecial,  <if  it  drives 
to  prayer,  fear  not. 


CHAP.  XX.  SECT.  I. 

Wherein  is  given  a  more  large  and  full  account  of  that 
fulnefs  of  grace  that  is  in  Believers ,  as  to  the  feveral 
farts  thereof,  and  how  the  moft  glorious  Hypocrites 
come  Jhort  in  all. 


■v 


Ufe  3*  J\/fAKE  therefore  a  narrow  fearch  whe- 

.  A  ther  you  have  this  fulnefs  of  the 

Spirit  or  no. 

Qiteft.  What  is  this  fulnefs  ? 

Anf.  When  the  Spirit  comes  in  the  room  of  thofe 
things  which  a  man  is  full  of  now.  For  fulnefs  or 
filling  implies  emptinefs,  and  the  removal  of  that. 

Now  there  are  fix  things  every  man  is  full  of. 

1.  Sin.  2.  Darknefs. — 3.  Unbelief. — 4.  Satan.— 
5.  Self— 6.  World.  .  '  ' 

So  there  is  anfwerably  in  every  faint* 

*  <  1  i 

I. 
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1.  A  fulnefs  of  humiliation  for  fin. 

2.  A  fulnefs  of  illumination  and  revelation,  in  the 
room  of  darknefs. 

3.  A  fulnefs  of  faith,  in  the  room  of  unbelief. 

4.  A  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  itfelf,  in  the  room  of 

Satan.  '  ^ 

5.  AfulnefsoffanaificatiQ.n  in  afting  for  God,  as 

their  laft  end,  in  the  room  of  felf-feeking. 

6.  A  fulnefs  of  glory  and  confolation,  indead  of 

the  world. 

I.  Fulnefs  of  humiliation  under  fin,  oppofite  to 
fulnefs  of  fin. 

For  every  hypocritical  heart  has  commonly  fome 
humiliation  and  calling  down,  which  is  the  n r ft  prin¬ 
ciple  of  all  his  profeffion,  and  hence  can  tell  you  of 
his  miferable  ellate  that  once  he  lived  in, 1  and  for 
which  he  was  troubled,  but  it  was  never  deep  enough. 
For  as  there  was  before  his  terrifying,  a  full  power, 
a  fulnefs  of  the  dominion  of  fin,  his  humiliation  lor  fin, 
never  reached,  never  came  to  that  fulnels  or  meafure, 
fo  as  to  deliver  the  loul  from  that.  l  or  I  do  not 
account  that  true  humiliation;  whereby  a  man’s  heart 
is  rent,  troubled  and  tormented  with  fin,  but  where¬ 
by  it  is  rent  from  fin;  not  from  the  being,  but  from 
the  power ;  not  from  the  bondage  of  fome,  but  yet 
from  the  power  of  all.  For  if  rending  with  fin  Ihould 
be  humiliation,  then  the  devils  lliould  be  more  hum¬ 
bled  than  any.  Then  alfo  a  man  may  have  too  much 
of  humiliation,  and  of  God’s  Spirit.  If  rending  from 
the  being  of  all  fin  Ihould  be  humiliation,  then  no  man 
living  Ihould  be  fincerely  humbled;  unleis  we  dream 
of  an  ellate  of  perfection  before  it  comes,  and  of  the 
day  of  triumph  in  the  time  of  warfare.  If  rending 
from  the  bondage  of  fome  fins  fhould  be  humiliation, 
then  a  man  might  be  truly  humbled  for  fin,  and  yet 
under  the  power  of  it.  And  therefore  look  as  in 
every  one  the  Lord  humbles,  there  was  once  a  fulnefs 
of  the  reign  and  power  of  fin  in  the  full  ftrerigth  of 


I 
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it;  fo  that  full  meafure  of  humiliation  which  the  Lord 
works  in  his,  it  ever  comes  to  that  height,  as  to  break 
that  power  down,  Ehud-like,  it  not  only  wounds  the 
flelh,  but  leaves  the  dagger  in  the  heart  of  this  tyrant; 

2  Cor.  x.  5.  “  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  migh-' 
“  ty  to  call  down  every  thing  that  exalts  itfelf.”  ° 

If  I  fhould  leave  this  point  thus,  I  Ihould  but  leave 
vou  as  doubtful  as  you  came,  and  fo  in  the  dark ;  there- 
fore  for  the  better  clearing  of  this  point,  let  me  explain 
five  things  to  you  :  the  fcope  of  which  is'  to  fliew  you 

what  I  mean  by  fin,  and  the  power  of  it,  and  that  hu- 
initiation  that  removes  it. 

I.  That  beiides  the  outward  ads  of  fin,  and  inward 
lulls  and  breathings  of  fin,  and  the  fpiritual  plagues 
with  which  God  ftrikes  men  for  fin,  as  blindnefs,  hard- 

nel's  ot  heart,  there  is  in  every  man  living  another  fin, 

'  commonly  called  the  fin  of  nature  (as  in  the  ferpents,be-  ' 
fides  thefpittingofpoifon,  their  nature  is  poifonous)  which 

fin  is  generally  believed  and  confefled,  but  felt  by  few. 
This  is  called  in  fcripture  by  the  name  of  flefh,  John  iii. 

“  The  law  of  the  members,  the  old  man.”  For  as  in  men 
there  are  actions,  breathings,  and  the  man  himfelf ;  fohere: 

•  which  fin  of  nature  is  the  de-ordination  of  the  whole  man, 
or  a  corrupt  bent  and  fet  of  the  whole  man  againil  God:’ 
and  it  exprelfeth  itfelf  in  two  particulars;  1.  In  a  con- 
-  fiant  departing  from  God  in  every  a&ion,  civil  and 
moral :  like  a  man  fet  out  of  his  way,  every  flep  he 
goes  is  out;  or  like  a  clock  out  of  frame,  every,  firoke  is 
falle,  Flat,  lviii.  3.  “  The  wicked  go  aftray  from  the 

“  very  womb.”  2.  I11  fierce,  invincible,  refilling  and 
contradi&ing  of  God,  when  he  has  overtaken  the  foul 
to  draw  it  home,  and  turn  it  back,  Rom.  viii.  7.  We 
account  it  a  doleful  tiling  for  Ghrill  to  bid  the  foul 
depart  at  the  laft  day,  that  woe  is  pall  upon  all  the 
*  fons  of  men  by  this  fin  now;  only*  with  this 
difference,  1.  They  are  forced  to  depart  then,  men 
willingly  depart  now,  and  hallen  away  in  every  thing 
from  God,  as  fall  as  they  can.  2.  They  depart  into 

fire,  thefe  to  broken  cillerns  of  creatures.  I  do,  3.  Be¬ 
lieve 
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lieve  they  would  not  refill  the  Lord,  if  he  fhould  come 
to  fave  them  from  reparation  then  from  him,  this  makes 
nature  refill  him  now. 

II.  That  this  fin  of  nature  is,  mod  properly  only  the 
reigning  dm  I  iie  text  is  evident  ioi  it,  Lorn.  vi.  12. 
<c  Let  not  fin  reign,  to  obey  it  in  the  lulls  thereof.’’ 
There  is,  1.  Obedience,  i.e.  the  outward  ads.  2.  Lulls, 
the  inward  breathings.  3.  Sin  itfelf,  where  thofe  lulls 
are  feated.  It  has  been  a  quedion,  what  a  man’s 
reigning  mader-fin  is,  and  many  dilcoveries  have  been 
made  of  particular  fins,  as  that  which  rifetli  and  a- 
wakeneth  fir  11  in  the  morning  with  us,  that  which  rides 
and  labours  a  man  upon  the  Sabbath-day,  when  the 
Lord  or /in  mud  ride  in  triumph  ;  yet  that  is  the  mi- 
fiery  of  a  carnal  heart,  that  when  he  gives  his  beads 
red,  yet  dich  is  fin’s  tyranny,  he  being  fin’s  bead, 
that  he  lhall  then  have  no  red.  Now  if  their  mean¬ 
ing  be,  that  fome  particular'  fin  may  be  a  reigning  fin, 
or  a  man’s  perfonal  reigning  fin,  then  it  is  true,  Judas 
loves  his  bag  bed,  and  Achitophel  and  Hamou  their 
honour  bed,  and  Herod  his  whore  mod.  But  if  they 
mean  a  man’s  natural  reigning  fin;  the  reigning  fin 
then,  it  is  not  any  particular  fin  lb  much  %s  this. 
For  no  fin  is  able  to  reign  over  any  man,  but  by  corn- 
million  and  power  front  this.  As  the  weeds  can  never 
grow  tall,  but  by  virtue  of  their  foil  where  they  grow, 
Matth.  xv.  19.  All  the  boughs  flourifh  by  virtue  of 
the  root  whence  they  grow.  And  hence  we  lhall  fee, 
let  Satan  fow  his  feeds  of  pride,  or  lud,  or  paffion  in  a 
man  whofe  nature  is  changed,  it  is  impoflible  the}'' 
.  ihould  come  to  any  perfection  there,  but  they  will  die 
away  within  a  time,  becaufe  the  heart  ol  the  foul  is 
gone,  and  power  of  fin  removed  ;  and  hence  alfo  it 
comes  to  pals,  that  a  man’s  mader-fin  may  be 
changed;  thofe  fins  that  are  his  mailer  fins  in 
\  bis  youth,  are  not  in  his  old  age;  thole  that 
are  at  one  time,  in  one  place,  are  not  in  another. 
Now  there  could  never  be  fuch  change  in  govern¬ 
ors 
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ors  and  vice-roys,  unlefs  there  were  fome  great 
king,  that  fets  up  one,  and  pulls  down  another,  jatis 
pro  wiper  to  ;  t  n  is  is  therefore  the  reigning  fin,  which 
has  taken  poffeftion  of  every  part,  which  has  its  hand 
in  every  aft,  which  pulls  down  one  fin  and  fets  up 
another  under  it,  which  gives  flrength  to  every  fin 
that  has  any,  which  fights  it  out  till  the  laft:  this  is, 
I  fay,  the  reigning  fin;  hence  think  not  that  then  the 
reigning  fin  is  down,  when  your  perfonal  fins  are 
cl c ill  oped,  though  it  be  with  a  molt  fudden  and  fearful 
deftrudlion. 

III.  I  hat  wnen  the  Spirit  of  God  humbles  the  foul* 
indeed,  he  itrikes  the  head,  and  wounds  the  heart  of 
this  fin  ;  he  dotn  not  only  cut  off  fome  limbs  of  it,  not 
only  bind  it,  but  flay  it  of  its  life  and  power.  That 
as  it  is  with  fome  men,  they  may  have  many  pains, 
gripes,  difeafes,  yet  live  and  recover  again,  but  the 
pangs  are  net  lo  llrong  as  to  feparate  foul  and  body, 
ior  then  the  man  is  gone  :  So  a  carnal  heart  he  may 
be  troubled,  and  have  many  gripes  of  confcience,  and 
apply  the  promile,  tc  Gome  to  me,  you  that  be  weary,” 
and  lo  he  may  find  reft,  and  as  he  recovers  his  peace, 
bis  fin  recovers  its  flrength;  but  when  the  pangs  are 
io  llrong  as  feparate  body  and  foul,  fin  of  nature  which 
has  lived  there  ;  now  the  man  dies,  now  the  foul 
falls  down  indeed.  Now  this  effectual  humiliation 
carries  the  foul  unto  Chrift,  and  hence,  Afls  xxvi, 
18.  “  Turned,  from  the  power  of  fatan  to  God.” 
Cok  i.  13.  “  lie  has  delivered  us  from  the  power 
tl  of  darknefs.”  And  hence,  Gal.  v,  24.  u  They  that 
“  be  in  Chrift,  have  crucified  the  fielh,  as  well  as  the 
affections  and  lulls:”  For  if  the  Lord  fhould  only 
humble  a  man  for  the  fins  of  a  wicked  life,  and  fome 
wants  in  the  heart,  the  Lord  fhould  only  bruife  Satan’s 
heel,  hut  never  ftrike  his  head  ;  the  Lord  fhould 
iby  Amalekites,  but  fpare  the  Agag ;  it  is  true,  the 
Lord  ufuallv  at  firft  converfion  fets  one  fin  upon  the 
foul  that  brings  to  mind  many  other,  and  the  Lord 

humbles 
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bumbles  for  them,  and  here  the  foul  Is  apt  ^eft  as 
many  do,  but  when  the  Lord  comes  indeed  to  work, 
he  cuts  thus  deep,  as  now  I  Ipeak,  t  Cor.  xv.  It  i„ 
Lid  “  The  Lord  'mult  reign  till  all  his  enemies  are 
«  put  under  his  feet.”  Look  therefore,  as  this  fin  is 
the  greateit  enemy  Chrift  hath,  fo  if  he  reigns  in  hea¬ 
ven,  he  will  be  lure  above  all  other  fins,  to  flnke  the 
head  of  this,  and  difthrone  this;  and  wt  fhall  find 
that  there  may  be  deep  terrors  upon  the  tal.e-hearte 
virgins,  but  they  only  affault  the  foul?  fo  on  faints* 
but  Chrift  then  itrikes  at  the  im,  and  laves  the  foul, 
Ifaiah  lvii.  16,  17.  And  this  I  add,  There  may  be 
a  great  power  of  Chrift  put  forth  to  humble  the  ion!, 
but  mens  hearts  refill  this;  and  even  Pharaoh  was 
humbled,  but  it  is  never,  faying,  unlefs  it  llnke  the 
very  power  and  throne  of  fin,  and  i o  this  fin;  and 

now  the  tool  is  humbled  indeed. 

IV.  That  no  unregenerate  man  ever  had  iucu  a 

meafure  of  humiliation,  as  alcended  to,  and  ended  m 

this,  though  he  may  have  all  that  humiliation  which 

is  precedent  unto  this.  As,, 

1.  The  Lord  may  arm  firfi:  feme  few,  and  then 

many  of  the  fins  of  their  lives  upon  them,  lo  as  they 
may  feel  the  molt  intolerable  burden  of  them ;  not 
only  to  Hand  convinced  they  are  molt  grievous  Tin¬ 
ners,  but  to  fired  many  tears  ;  nay,  to  be  fore  troub¬ 
led  and  diltreffed,  O  the  heavy  wrath  that  lies  upon 
my  foul  !  Thus  Saul,  i  Sam.  xxviii.  15.  And  hence* 
many  make  heavy  complaints,  O  the  Lord  hears  me 
not!  “  Send  for  Mofes,”  faith  Pharaoh.  “  My  frns 
are  greater  than  I  can.  bear,”  faith  Lain.  iVay,  not 
only  fo,  but  they  may  feel  more  terrors  than  many  of 
the  faints,  as  the  damned  now  ;  for  the  Lord  lays  this 
burden  upon  his  people’s  backs  in  meafure,  but  the 
Lord  empties  out  the  whole  lack  upon  them,  and  the 
ground  of  this  is  but  the  fling  of  fin,  or  the  gnaw¬ 
ings  of  particular  fins  in  the  confidence,  not  the  bur¬ 
den  of  the  fin  of  nature  as  yet. 

2.  You 
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to  rJ,T  WiU  ,faJ’  lhefe  feI]  f™™'Ood,  never  looked 
to  Chrift,  nor  left  their  fin;  but  I  have  done  fo.  I 

to  h Cn  ,  mCrCy  ,°f  G°d  in  the  g°fPel»  ^e  Lord 
Jeius  has  been  revealed  there,  and  I  have  feen  fin 

1  mult  part  with  my  fin,  if  ever  I  have  him,  and  fo  I 

r;‘VC-  •  Ap,d  tl'ls  ?°u  ®ay  have,  you  may  fee  an  excel¬ 
lency  in  Chnft,  and  be  fo  affixed  with  hope  of  his 

niercy,  and  melt  at  the  thoughts  of  his  love,  as  to  caft 

.  a11  outward  evils  that  thou  haft,  or  the  world  lives 

in,  2  refer  ii.  20.  So  that  thou  mayeft  efcape  thefe 

by  coming  to  him  to  remove  them,  and  by  feeing  that 

elle  thou  lhalt  have  none  of  him;  and  hence  hated 

thou  mayeft  be  of  the  world.  The  reafon  is,  Chrift 

ias  only  wafhed  thy  ikin,  but  never  changed  thy  na- 

ture  as  yet,  fo  that  you  may  thank  God  my  confidence 
is  clear.  *  • 


.  3-  You  may  have  not  only  outward  ads,  but  for  a 
tune  inward  lulls  quenched,  that  a  man  has  no  mind 
nor  heart  to  any  finful  way,  nor  to  the  deareft  fins  he 
has  lived  in,  whilft  horror  lies  upon  him.  As  in  Tu- 
das,  when  God  did  heat  his  confidence,  his  lull  after 
his  bag  was  gone,  he  had  more  mind  to  an  halter;  and 
hence  throws  away  his  pieces  of  fiiver,  and  innocent 
blood  lies  heavy,  O  the  mercy  of  a  Chrift  that  I 
have  flighted!  He  thought  he  might  have  his  money 
and  Chrift  elcape  with  his  life,  and  his  fin  pardoned 
afterward.  And  hence  it  is  fiaid,  .Matth.  xxvii.  3. 
“  When  he  law  he  was  condemned,  he  repented,” 
and  as  a  man  not  worthy  to  live  in  his  own  thoughts, 
“  ne  goes  and  hangs  himfell.”  It  is  with  the  foul  as 
with  watter,  all  the  cold  may  be  gone,  but  the  native 
principle  ot  cold  remain  Hill.  You  may  remove  the 
burning  of  lulls,  not  the  blacknefs  of  nature,  from  a 
carnal  heart,  and  the  ground  holds,  nature  is  not 
changed.  I  his  I  lay,  an  unregeneratc  man  may  have, 
but  yet  never  find  this  change  of  nature,  where  the 
power  of  fin  lies:  change  of  confidence  from  fecurity 
to  tenor,  change  ol  life  from  profianenefis,  and  civility, 

and 


I 
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and  fafhions  of  the  world,  to  efcape  pollutions  thereof; 
change  of  lulls,  nay,  quenching  them  for  a  time; 
but  the  nature  is  never  changed  in  the  bell  hypocrite 
that  ever  was.  As  2  Peter  ii.  19*  2°«  “  They  were 

“  walhed,”  but  never  from  their  fwinilh  nature  ;  and 
here  they  ever  fail,  Prov.  xxx.  12.  “  There  is  a  genera- 
u  tion  clean  in  their  own  eyes,  yet  not  wafhed  trom 
tc  their  own  filthinefs,”  2  1  im.  ii.  i3,  19?  2°,  21. 
Alexander  fell,  and  Hymeneus  fell;  they  talked 
of  the  glorious  eftate  oi  laints,  and  that  here  was  all 
the  refurre&ion  that  is  to  be  expected ;  and  it  feems  ic 
was  fuch  a  fall  of  luch  perfons  that  manv  {'tumbled,  and 
faid,  How  fliall  we  know  who  are  the  Lord’s?  doubt- 
lefs  we  may  fall.  No,  “  the  foundation  remains  fure, 
“  and  the  Lord  knows  who  are  his.”  They  were  none 
of  his  all  that  time,  “  and  let  all  that  profefs  Chrilt  de- 
“  part  from  iniquity,  for  he  that  purgeth  himfelf  fliall 
“  be  a  veffel  of  honour.”  And  therefore  read  through 
all  the  fcripture,  conllantly  never  any  hypocrites  but 
they  had  this  brand,  Matth.  vii.  23.  “  You  workers 

“  of  iniquity.”  Herod  and  Judas  had  their  haunts, 
And,  Rom.  i.  and  ii.  the  apollle  {hews  that  ail  were 
under  fin.  He  may  in  every  thing  elfe  be  humbled, 
for  all  the  humiliation  belides  this,  llrengthens  tin  in  its 
kingdom,  and  binds  a  man  faller  under  the  dominion 
of  it.  And  hence  fuch  men  are  more  hard  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  than  men  that  were  never  call  down  at  all. 

But  this  he  never  finds,  for  if  he  fhould,  then, 

1.  A  gracelefs  heart  might  partake  of  the  greatefi: 
benefit  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  love  of  God.  For 
Rom.  xi.  26.  u  This  is  rny  covenant,  to  take  away 
“  their  fin.”  For  to  fubdue  fin,  is  greater  love  than  to 
conquer  devils,  death,  and  hell,  Ifa.  xi.  6.  It  is  turn¬ 
ing  lions  into  lambs. 

2.  Then  an  unregenerate  man  may  partake  of  the 
laft  end  of  all  the  fufferings  and  forrows  of  Chrilt, 
which  is  “  to  fave  his  people  from  their  fin.”  And 

hence 


s. 


V 


\  V  / 


4T^  ,  ON  TOE  PARABLE  OF  THE  ' 

hence,  John  i.  29.  “  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which 
“  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  ivoild,”  1  John  iii.  5.  8. 
“  Chriit  came  to  deflroy  the  works  of  the  devil.” 

li  ^  ever  tails  fliort  of.  He  that  hath 
found  this  e a fy ,  ani  accounts  tills  work  common, 
never  had  it  yet. 

%*<*/>•  Iiow  may  a  Chriftian  know  when  the  Lord 
hath  changed  x  his  nature,  and  taken  down  the  power 
of  his  fin  ? 

Anf  It  might  fuffice  to  evidence  this  againfl  all 
gain- layers,  that  thus  it  is,  and  fo  to  know  it  by  the 
Spirit’s  witnefs,  which  fhews  us  the  things  freely 
given  of  God,  who  to  fave  the  Lord  a  trying  another 
day,  tries  us  now,  and  makes  known  thele  hidden 
works.  Efpecially  feeing  fome  divines  think,  that  as 
the  firft  Adam  conveyed  this  fin  of  nature,  I  not 
knowing ;  fo  the  feconcl  Adam  doth  alfo  remove  this 
by  an'  immediate  ftroke,  I  conceive  it  is  fo  alfo,  but 
not  only  by  it.  And  therefore  take  two  evidences- 
now.  '  i j-;'  /  ,  \  .  .• 

t.  Wherever  this  is  done,  that  foul  doth  not  only 
fee  this  fin  ;  for  fo  an  unregenerate  Paul  did,  Rom. 
vii.  9.  where  a  fin  revived,”  &c.  And  the  word  is 
a  “  divider  of  joints  and  marrow.”  Nor  do  they 
only  feel  this  as  an  evil,  and  fo  be  much  troubled 
with  it,  but  when  the  Lord  makes  the  dejedted  foul 
feel  it  as  its  greatefi  evil,  fo  long  as  it  remains  in  its 
being;  (as  it  will)  Worfe  than  death,  than  hell,  than 
all  afflictions,  and  miferies.  It  is  not  a  particular  fin, 
but  this  that  he  feels  thus.  You  will  fay,  this  is  a 
high ‘pitch.  I  fay,  confider  if  any  man  was  ever 
humbled  under  fin,  but  he  that  felt  fin  as  it  is.  For  if 
I  feel  it  not  as  it  is,  I  am  deceived.  Now,  it  is  the 
greatefi:  evil ;  to  depart  from  a  living  God,  is  worfe 
than  for  foul  and  body  and  all  creatures  to  depart 
from  me.  To  make  God  miferable,  is  worfe  than  for 

IV  1  • 

all  creatures  ever  to  be  made  fo,  and  fin  in  its  ten¬ 
dency  doth  fo,  being'  a  crofs  to  his  will,  Ifaiah  i.  24. 

Hence 
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Hence  he  that  Feels  it  indeed,  feds  it  fo;  the  begin-- 
ning  of  which  is  a  lorrow  and  mourning  a*cer  0  ? 
that  it  might  be  fo,  Ifa.  Urn.  .7.  “  Why  baft  thoa 

“  hardened  our  hearts  from  thy  fear.*  l>ut  _‘us  ’ 
is  indeed,  Rom.  vii.  24 .  And  when  it  is  thus,  it  wi.L 
hold  thus  till  death,  while  the  caufe  remains  ;,nay  the 
more  life  and  love,  the  more  tender  it  glows,  ettin^ 
a  fide  fome  carelefs  fits.  And  hence  its  greatefi  joy  is 
to  think  of  the  time  it  fhall  be  forever  holy.  And  hence 
accounts  no  fuch  mercy  as  to  be  let  at  libery  to  uve  to 
God  indeed.  A  gracelefs  heart  fees  and  tears  it,  and 
cries  out  of  himfelf  for  it;  but  flay  a  while,  and  he  , 
lofeth  his  tendernefs,  either  becaule  he  cannot  part 
with  it,  or  becaule  of  G hid  ft,  he  looks  now  to  him,  or 
becaufe  he  hath  now  fome  iprinkling  of  the  Spit  it,  na¬ 
ture  is  ealed  thereby,  and  he  is  quieted;  and  hence  ne¬ 
ver  any  carnal  heart,  but  iome  root  of  bitternelo  cue 
grow  up  at  fall  in  this  foil.  Hence  ordinances  profit 
not,  becaufe  feeling  is  loft.  But  the  foul  thus  feeling 
it,  beholding  the  holinefs  of  God  and  love  of  Cht  itl:,  and 
its  conllant  withdra wings,  refiftings,  O  it  cuts  deeply 
2.  Then  the  nature  is  changed,  when  the  comm¬ 
ence  being  (till  and  quiet,  and  the  foul  affured  of  the 
Lord’s  love,  yet  nothing  gives  the  neait  quiet  till  it  is 
contiguous  to  God  in  Chriff  to  enjoy  him,  in  his  ho¬ 
linefs,  and  in  the  love  and  delight  ol  his  whole  will. 
For  this  is  a  certain  rule,  if  the  nature  be  not  chan¬ 
ged,  if  confidence  be  but  once  quieted  with  the  fcnle 
of  God’s  love,  and  affected  with  it,  and  has  not  God 
indeed,  nor  his  work  to  quiet  it,  it  will  fall  to  lulling 
after  creatures  and  live  upon  them,  and  feed  the  heait 
there.  For  as  it  is  impoflible  for  a  man  to  live,  or 
to  be  without  provifion,  lo  the  world  being  provifion 
for  the  flefh,  meat,  drink,  fleep,  and  thefe  lawful 
things,  there  it  doth  and  will  lie  quiet  without  God. 
But  now  where  the  nature  is  changed,  and  there  is 
another  nature,  there  is  lomething  elle  provided  for 
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it  f°  live  on,  and  that  is  the  Lord  and  his  will.  As 

. IU]  rf  id’  ”  ^  ’S  niy  meat  anc^  drink  to  do  his  will.” 
And,  Rom.  vii.  22.  “  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God  in 

Uie  inner  raan-”  ,  There  was  fomewhat  that  lothed 
it,  but  there  was  fomewhat  el'e  delighted  in  it,  and 
tnere  lies  its  life,  and  though  the  heart  would  red  and 
give  over  lometimes,  yet  it  is  a  law  of  the  mind  that 
tne  loul  has,  he  can  have  no  reft,  Rom.  viii.  e.  And 
Jierefore  take  a  child  of  God,  let  him  have  meat, 

^  t  ink,  Deep,  bledtng  in  his  calling,  preach,  pray,  and 
nave  nonour,  yet  he  will  conllantly  come  home  to  the 
Lord  mourning.  What,  doth  all  this  dome  good? 

/he a  I  uie  up,  ly  down,  eat,  drink,  and  pray,  and 
do  all  without  him!  An  untuned  heart  all  this  while, 

I  he  world  (lands  between  him  and  the  Lord  all  this 
while,  but  this  dodi  not.  JVXany  a  (incere  heart  has 
heavy  complaints,  and  many  doubts,  becaufe  it  is  not 
tuns ;  this  rather  is  an  evidence  of  peace,  than  God’s 
wai  againil  it.  It  is  an  old  rule,  he  that  can  live  in 
heaven,  (hall ;  and  there  is  nothing  but  a  God  tp  fuck 

in,  and  breath  out,  and  live  unto.  Is  this  thy  element 
now? 

O  confider  and  examine  vourfelves  here,  you  poor  > 
faints,  that  you  may  be  comforted.  Others  of  you,  if 
now  you  do  not,  the  Lord  Jefus  will  another  day,  and 
bring  thefe  fecret  things  of  darknefs.to  light.  If  thou 
findelt  this  was  never  yet  done,  know  itr-  all  thy  tears, 
and  fears,  and  prayers  have  been  in  vain;  and  under 
the  power  of  fin  and  Satan  thou  Hill  art,  thro’  the  fierce 
wrath  oi  God  againil  thee:  And  there  I  leave  thee 
till  the  Lord  find  thee  out. 

'  SECT.  II.  A  • 

n.  A  Fulnefs  of  illumination  in  the  room  of  dark- 
nefs.  But  let  it  be  firlt  noted,  that  I  fpeak  not  here  of 
revelations  of  future  events.  When  virgin-churches 
flia.ll  fall  a-dreaming,  it  is  a  fign  they  fall  a-lleeping. 
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Nor  of  revelation  of  new  doctrines,  nor  yet  of  the  lov<$ 
of  Chrift  and  affurance  thereof;  but  of  the  perlbn  of 
Chrift,  a  work  common  to  all  the  ele£t,  and  not  pe¬ 
culiar  to  fome ;  for  Chrift  may  not  appear  in  his 
pro  mite  of  love  tor  a  time  to  a  iincere  heait,  }  et  tins 
is  then  wrought*  I  fhall  therefore  exprefs  my  thoughts 

herein  in  four  conclufions. 

ConcL  1.  That  all  unregenerate  men  are  under  the 

power  of  darknefs,  of  ignorance,  Lph.  v.  h.  ^otl 
were  darknefs”  in  the  abftract,  Lph.  ivr.  iB.  bo 
that  u  they  cannot  underhand  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
44  of  God,”  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  Efpecially  the  Lord  Jems; 
for  the  knowledge  of  him  is  above  nature,  not  only 
corrupted,  but  pure  nature.  Nay,  though  the  Lord 
gives  the  belt  and  cleared:  means  of  revealing  himfelf* 
yet  they  cannot  lee,  John  i.  5*  Light  finned  in  dark- 
u  nefs,  and  it  comprehended  him  not,”  no  more  than 
he  whole  vifive  faculty  is  loft,  when  the  fun  (nines 
round  about  him.  Nay,  that  light  which  is  in  them 
is  darknefs,  Matth.  vi.  23.  And  then  how  great  is 
that  darknefs?  For  many  men  might  have  known 
Chrift,  but  that  they  thought  they  did  know  him  before* 
and  fo  are  delivered  up  in  thefe  chains  of  darknefs  to 
the  prince  of  darknefs,  but  are  I  ke  wildernefs  fhrubs, 
ihall  never  fee  when  good  comes.  Miniilers  (as  Chrift: 
did)  may  mourn  over  them,  but  can  never  help  them 
until  the  Lord  pull  off  their  feales.  For  they  pleafe 
the  raft  Ives  in  darknefs,  and  love  it  more  that;  light* 
and  are  not  as  Paul,  praying  and  mourning  under  the 
feales  that  are  upon  their  eves. 

ConcL  2.  That  there  is  a  ftate  of  light  to  which 
God  calls  his  people  only ;  or  rather,  that  there  is 
a  fpirit  of  light,  illumination  or  revelation  let  into  the 
mind,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  beloved  of  Chrift,  1  Pet. 
ii.  9.  As  of  other  things,  fo  elpecialiy  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  2  Cor.  iv.  4,  5,  6.  And  it  is  fo  glorious  a  work 
that  Chrift  himfelt  admires  the  Father,  and  Hands  in 
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a  ravi  diluent  at  it,  j-vlat.  xi,  25,  To  babes,  incapable 
05  ali  others  of  knowledge;  yet  to  them  doth  the  Lord 
reveal  iome  things  that  the  wifeft  in  the  world  never, 
knevv.  I  do  believe  that  the  greatell  Icholar  that  ever 
■lived,  never  had  one  fuch  thought  or  apprehenfion  of 
tic  -.ord  and  the  tilings  of  the  Lord,  as  the  faints  have. 
And  hence  Chrift  profeffeth,  O  “  bleffed  are  your  eyes 
11  that  they  lee;”  and  themfelves  blefs  hint,  and  fall  a 
wondering  many  times,  “  Lord  why  doll  thou  manifeit 
tiiy  f e If  to  11s,  and  not  to  the  world?”  And  therefore 
it  is  an  injury  to  the  grace  ol  God,  to  make  precious 
things  common,  and  all  the  work  of  the  Spirit  on  the 
undei  handing  to  be  common  to  reprobates,  and  to  fay, 
tne  commence  lies  only  in  the  work  o t  the  Spirit  upon 
the  will,  John  vi.  45.  “  He  that  has  heard  and  learn¬ 

ed  of  the  J atner,  conies  to  me.”  Il  the  learning 
of  the  Father  be  common  to  a  reprobate,  then  either 
they  may  come  to  Chrift,  which  is  there  denied,  or 
thrift’s  promife  is  falfe,  for  then  a  carnal  heart  may 
hear  and  learn  of  the  Father,  and  never  come  to  Chrift. 

Cone.  3.  That  notwithstanding  it  is  thus  with  them, 
y  e.  foonln  Yn  gins  may  have  lonie  light  in  their  lumps, 
ibme  fight  and  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift.  It  is  laid 
we  live  in  days  of  light,  and  fo  indeed  we  do,  but  as 
the  Lord  faid  to  them  that  had  feen  his  miracles, 
“  yet  the.  Lord  had  not  given  them  eyes  to  fee  to  this 
“day;”  they  were  enlightened,  yet  fell,  Ileb.  vi.  4. 

I  fhall  therefore  fpeak  not  of  the  revelation  of  all  the 
word,  but  of  CHrift  the  end  of  it,  and  the  knowledge 
of  whom  comprehends  all  the  reft. 

1.  There  is  a  knowledge  of  Chrift  in  many  a  man 
which  is  begot  by  common  fame,  and  human  private 
in.ftructicn,  which  men  hearing  from  credible  men, 
conceive  of  and  believe;  as  that  Chrift  is  the  iaviour 
of  the  world,  is  come,  is  dead,  is  rifen,  is  at  God’s 
right  .hand,  that  in  him  God’s  juftice  and  mercy  is  re¬ 
conciled,  that  there  is  mercy  with  him  for  the  greateft 
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of  fmners,  8tc.  A.nd  according  ns  men  cn  ^  moi^ 
or  lefs  inftructed ;  fo  do  men  conceive  and  believe. 
But  now  this  knowledge  is  but  traditional,  and  begot 
by  comm011  fame  and  human  icport,  like  Heiod  s, 
that  heard  many  things  of  Ghrift,  and  yet  indeed  de- 
fpifed  him.  The  Lord  I  know  doth  make  life  of  this 
to  cauie  the  foul  to  cohie  to  further  fight  01  him,  as  in 
the  Queen  of  Sheba,  but  it  is  far  enough  off  from  giv¬ 
ing  any  faving  knowledge  of  the  Lord  jefus;  and  hence 
Jotm  i.  46.  when  they  had  been  with  Chrill,  they  do 
not  wifh  them  to  reft  in  the  report,  but  come  and  fee; 
fo  you  hear  of  thefe  things,  but  come  and  iee  thefe 
things.  You  have  learned  them  from  mai,  come  un¬ 
to  the  Lord  that  he  may  teach, them;  and  hence  we 
fhall  fee  many  of  the  people  of  God  that  have  been  put 
to  a  queftion  of  all  things  that  feVer  they  learned,  and  * 
learned  them  over  again  ;  as,  whether  thefe  be  a  Ghrift 
or  no,  Sec.  And  they  never  law ‘thefe  things  indeed, 
until  the  Lord  taught  them  a  fecond  time ;  hence  there¬ 
fore  thofe  that  have  been  thus  trained  up,  and  have 
been  troubled  and  comforted  by  fome  .  conceived'  pro- 
mi  fes  of  Ghrift,  but  never  faw  any  more  of  his  perfon, 
than  what  you  have  learned  before;  u  Your  eyes  are 
“  plofed  up  to  this  day.” 

2.  If  any  man  fhould  fee  and  behpld  Ghrift  really, 
immediately,  this  is  not  the  faving  knowledge  of  him. 

I  know  the  faints  do ’know  Ghrift  as  if  - immediately 
prefen t,  they  are  not  ftrangers  by  their  diftance,  if  o- 
thers  have  feen  him  more  immediately  I  will  not  dif- 
pute  it,  but  if  they  have  feen  the  Lord  jefus  as  imme¬ 
diately  as  if  here  on  earth,  yet  Capernaum  faw  him 
fo:  nay,  fome  of  them  were  difeiples  for,  a  time, 
and  followed  him,  John  vi.  and  yet  the  Lord  was  hid 
from  their  eyes;  nay  all  the  world  fhall  fee  him  in  his 
glory,  which  fhall  amaze  them,  and  yet  this  is  farfliort 
of  the  faving  knowledge  of  him,  which  the  Lord  doth 
communicate  to  the  eleft.  So  that .  though  you  ft 
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the  Lord  fo  really  as  that  you  become  familiar  with 
him,  yet  Luke  xiii.  26.  “  Lord,  have  we  not  eat 

and  drunk,”  Sec.  And  fo  perifh. 

3-  A  man  may  fee  the  Lord  in  his  wonderful  works. 
ar,d  gloi  ious  kingdom  anc  government,  and  yet  not 
know  him  favingly,  wonderous  deliverances,  preferva. 
tions  of  himfelf,  and  of  God’s  people,  dreadful  de- 
flrudtion  of  enemies,  fuch  as  they  cannot  but  fay, 
“  This  is  the  finger  of  the  Lord,”  and  yet  know  not, 
Deut.  xxix.  1,2,  3,  4.  And  hence,  John  xv.  24. 
and  hence  men  think  fuch  things  are  done,  and  lhall  I 
ever  be  vile  again,  yet  they  become  as  bad  as  ever. 

4.  He  rqay  fee  the  Lord  Jtfus  yet  more  clearly  by 
the  letter  of  the  fcripture,  which  though  it  brings  to 
the  faving  knowledge  of  Chrift,  yet  to  fee  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  no  otherwife  than  by  the  (Length  of  fancy  and  un- 
derftanding,  from  thence  is  no  faving  knowledge  of  Je- 
fus  Clirifl;  and  hence,  Rom.  xvi.  26.  the  myftery  of  the 
gofpel  was  hid  from  the  Jews,  but  now  it  is  revealed 
to  all  nations;  literally,  to  all  where  it  comes,  favingly 
to  fome  few.  For  between  the  faving  knowledge  of 
Chrift  in  the  gofpel,  and  palpable  ignorance-of  him  in 
the  gofpel,  there  is  this  middle  knowledge  which  is  li¬ 
teral,  whereby  a  man  doth  fee,  “yet  in  feeing,  fees  not,”' 
Ifa.  vi.  9.  which  is  the  ft  ate  of  a  church  which  has 
been  long  trained  up  under  good  means :  and  hence  we 
lhall  fee  many  men  of  great  learning  have  been  able  to 
write  volumes  of  the  millery  of  Chrift,  and  yet  in  “  fee- 
<c  ing  never  law,” 

5.  There  may  be  in  a  falfe  heart  a  flrange  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrift  without  fcriptures,  which  may  ravifh 
a  man’s  deluded'  heart  ftrangely,  which  is  ufually  the 
firft  temptation  of  the  virgin-churches,  that  are  of 
much  knowledge,  and  little  love,  2  Cor.  xi.  2,  3,  4. 
Wherein  Satan  doth  not  feek  to  pull  away  men  to  for- 
fuhe  the  gofpel,  but  from  the  limplicity  of  the  gofpel, 

•  ■  *  44  Repent, 
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Repent,  and  believe,  and  be  faved;”  fb>,  ia"nh  tic, 
“Satan  is  transformed  into  an  angel  ot  light :  and 
hence  we  have  heard  that  fome  have  heard  voices, 
feme  have  feen  the  very  b'ood  of  Chriil  dropping  on 
them,  and  his  wounds  in  his  fide,  fome  have  k-en  a 
great  light  (hining  in  the  chamber,  fome  wondeilu  y 
affected  with  their  dreams,  fome  in  great  diilrefs,  have 
had  inward  witneis,  “  thy  fins  are  forgiven and  hence 
fuch  liberty  and  joy  that  they  are  ready  to  leap  up  and 
down  the  chamber.  O  adulterous  generation!  This- 
is  natural  and  ufiial  with  men,  they  would  earneftly 
fee  Jefus,  and  have  him  prelent  to  give  them  peace; 
and  hence  Papilts  have  his  image  ;  and  hence  Ghrilt 
gives  the  facrament  to  ffiew  himlelt  as  familial lv  as 
can  be.  Hence,  Thomas  would  net  believe,  “  unlefs 
“  he  might  put  his  finger  in  his  fide,1'  and  the  t_.ord 
tendered  him,  yet  pronounced  “  them  blened  that 
“  have  not  feen,  and  yet  believed,”  John  xx.  29.  So 
J  fay^  g  contra,  "W  oe  to  them  that  have  no  othei  ma- 
nifefled  Ghrift,  but  fuch  a  one.  Little  do  you  think 
what  you  do  to  Chriil;  for  you  do  as  much  as  in  you 
lies  to  eclipfe  all  his  glory  at  the  laft  day,  as  toe  wick¬ 
ed  by  their  fins  ecliple  his  glory  at  this  day,  2  i  heff. 
i.'  10.  “  He  fltall  be  admired  in  all  that  believe.” 

Why?  Becaufe  your  tellimony  was  believed;  that 
faith  which  cloleth  with  and  fees  Chriil  in  a  teftimo- 
ny,  is  that  whereby  Jefus  Ilia  11  be  admired  at  the 
world’s  end. 

Concl.  4.  That  the  faving  knowledge  of  Jefus  Ghrift 
is  this,  whereby  the  foul  being  fenfible  of  his  ignorance 
of  Jefus,  beholds  fuch  a  glory  in  Ghrift’s  perfon,  as 
that  he  efteems  him  in  all  his  glory,  as  his  prefent, 
greatelb,  and  only  good.  I  will  take  this  in  pieces. 

1.  I  fay  that  foul  which  has  truly  and  favingly 
feen  the  Lord  Jefus,  has  been  made  fenfible  of  his 
ignorance  of  him;  I  lee  him  not,  I  have  heard  ot 
him,  and  read  of  him,  and  taken  his  name  into 
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fj  bin,  h-\ a,n,d  Profeflef  hl™;  and  I  believe  ethers 
ll  '  ™’  ‘  b!effcd  are  their  eyes,  but  I  fee  him  not, 

V  6‘  3.7‘  39-  “  For  judgement  am  I  come  in- 

1,,  V't  W°flr”  and  l0°k  as  alllthe  hicreafe  of  the 
movvlecge  of  Clinft  comes  in  by  this  door,  fo  the  be¬ 
ginning  oi  it,  and  therefore  thofe  that  have  been  call 
down  and  heard  of  Chrift  a  faviour,  but  never  felt 
_^ir  Jgnoiance  of  him  beiore  they  have  apprehended 

■  ,  ieiF  ight  is  darknefs,  and  their  knowledge  full 

t,_2;  ;  ,behojda  at  glory  hi  Chrift’s  perfon  ;  for  before 

I,  G  V°rd  ,reveaIs  «ls  Son  to  any,  look  what  he  was  to 
.it  jews  he  is.  to  every  man,  Ila.  liii.  2,  0.  <<  He  is 

rejeded  and  defpifed  of  men;”  nothing  fo  mean  as 
^nnk,  every  vanity  preferred  above  him,  and  men  can 
do  no  other,  becaufe  they  fee  not  his  glory  and  beauty, 

7  Cor.  11.  8.  “  If  they  had  known,”  &c.  Therefore 
le  Lor c.  reveals  his  hidden  glory  to  them,  fu'ch  as  ne¬ 
ver  entered  into  their  hearts  before,  or  into  the  minds 
ot  other  men,  which  though  others  may  talk  of,  yet 
t.iey  cannot  fee  it  in  that  manner  as  they  do;  it  is  cal¬ 
led  therefore  marvellous  light  which  he  doth  reveal, 
v.-hen  the  foul  hath  been  viewing  its  own  fhame  and* 
ii.tn,  when  ail  thegrafs  and  glory  is  withered,  Ifa.  xl.  6. 
then  the  glory  of  Chrift  is  revealed;  one  every  way  fo 
fit  and  fuitable  to  them  according  to  all  their  wants 
and  woes,  by  fome  fermon  or  other,  which  when  the 
ioul  doth  lee,  it  ufually  fills  the  head,  and  heart,  and 
eyes  with  tears.  O  that  I  have  defpifed  him  fo  glori¬ 
ous!  Afts  ii.  36,  37.  2  Cor.  iv.  5,  6.  If  the  foul 
mould  not  feel  its  ignorance  of  him,  it  would  never 
efteem  the  fight  of  him,  but  now  it  doth  thus,  and  now 
that  glory  is  revealed,  John  i.  14.  “  We  beheld  his 

”  glory  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  Son.”  In 
every  truth  there  is  a  glory  which  men  fee  not,  and 
tuis  is  called  in  fcripture,  “  the  finding  of  the  pearl,”  • 
Matth.  xiii.  45.  ....  .. 

HI.  He  lo  beholds  him  in  his  glory,  as  that  he  now 

efteems 
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eftcems  of  him  in  all  his  glory.  For  a  Balaam  may  feft 
the  glory  of  the  tents  of  Hr-ael,  and  the  itar  of  Jacob, 
but  they  efteern  not  of  him  in  all  his  glory.  The  dam¬ 
ned  in  hell  fee  a  glory  in  Chrift,  elfe  they  would  ne¬ 
ver  grieve  for  the  lofs  of  him,  but  it  is  only  in  regard 
of  fomething  in  Chrift,  delivering  faints  from  lorrows 
they  fee!.  Nay  many  reprobates  under  a  lively  mini- 
ftry,  fhall  fee  fome  glory  in  Chrift  and  in  faints,  to 
think  them  the  happy  men,  yet  not  efteem  of  him  111 
all  his  glory;  but  it  is  otherwife  here.  The  Lord  a- 
rifeth  as  the  fun  upon  the  earth,  which  makes  all  things 
that  have  any  glory  to  appear  therein,  and  it  puts  a 
glory  on  every  thing  that  was  hid  beioie.  00  Chrift 
puts  a  glory  on  every  thing  of  himfelf:  So  that, 

1.  The  foul  fees  a  glory  in  the  grace  ol  Chrift, 
John  i.  14.  For  the  glory  of  Chrift’s  perfon  is  not  leen 
without  thefe  excellencies,  Luke  i.  46.  “  My  foul 
“  magnifies  the  Lord.” 

2.  A  glory  in  the  holinefs  of  Chrift,  Ifa.  vi.  3.  E- 
fpecially  to  conftder,  it  is  in  him  to  make  me  holy* 
2  Cor.  iii.  18. 

3.  A  glory  in  his  covenant  and  promifes,  Pfal.  lxv. 
1,2.  O  that  all  t-hofe  promifes  might  -be made  good 
to  me!  This  is  all  my  defire,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 

4.  A  glory  in  the  government,. and  commands,  and 
will  of  Chrift.  O  if  once  1  Could  in  every  thing  give 
content  to  his  heart!  Pfal.  xix.  10.  That  the  foul  had 
rather  lofe  all  than  crofs  his  will  in  a  fmall  thing,  fee¬ 
ing  a  glory  in  the  leaft  truth,  in  calling  oft  a  ceremo¬ 
ny,  See.  Zech.  vi.  13. 

5.  A  glory  in  all  the  ordinances  of  Chrift.  “  O  how 
cc  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles  O  God!”  O  the  fellow- 
fhip  of  faints!  O  the  peace  on  Sabbaths! 

6.  A  glory  in  all  his  carriage.  Let  him  blefs  me 
with  outward  eftate,  .though  but  a  little.  This  is  the 
allowance  that  Chrift  in  glory  provides  for  me.  Let 
him  threaten  me,  “  Good  is  the  word  ol  the  Lord.” 
Let  him  defert  me,  his  anger  is  love!  O  that  is  glori¬ 
ous 
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ous.  Let  him  take  all  from  me,  reproach  me,  “  Mo- 

«,  Ss  efef11S,  Chnfl’s  reproach  greater  riches  than 

•  iFrh  -n.W11Ch  ,S  0Ur  eftate  here-  Ic  fees  a  glory 
m  aH  Chrift  s  ways  and  quiets  itfelf  here:  “  It  is  the 

'  rhr  h’d’  n\E  a,d’  f!lUS  faints  fee  a,ld  efieem  of 
L  r.L  m  all  his  glory,  and  we  fhall  find  a  falfe  heart 

even  fall  fliort  here,  a  fiflcere  heart  never,  but  com¬ 
monly  it  is  fo  taken  up  with  it,  that  if  you  afk,  fun. 
pole  you  fltouid  have  all  grace,  holinefs,  promifes  of 
^.iirid  &c  Would  not  this  be  mercy?  Yes,  enough; 

I  mourn  then  boaft  in  him,  and  blefs  him  forever. 
■jirk  oence  Chrift  is  called,  Luke  ii.  33.  “  the  "lorv 

“  of  iiraei,”  beca-ufe  they  fo  efteem  him.  And  Ifa. 

5‘  -  “i"  tbat  da-v  the  Lord  fta11  be  a  diadem 

.  01  SloT’  ’  °?hers  may  in  horror  prize  Chrilt  above 
tns  world,  but  it  is  only  to  eafe  them. 

IV.  I  add,  he  efteems  him  thus. 

1.  As  his  prefent  good;  fo  that  if  the  Lord  doth 
withdraw  or  deny  himfelf  now  unto  him,  nothing  in 
tins  wqrld  can  for  the  prefent  quiet  him,  Jer.  1.  4,  5. 
Hence  thofe  in  their  judgments  acknowledge  Chrift 
the  greateft  good,  and  when  they  are  dying,  and  fee 
will  fo  at  the  laft  day,  yet  now  for  the  prefent  a 
little  more  liberty  in  fin,  floth,  lull,  honour,  gain, 
lots,  lai  ge  accomodations  are  better.  You  never  faw 
-.uii.  O  vile  wot  Id !  the  Lord  will  one  day  condemn 
ihee  out  of  thine  own  mouth;  thy  own  will  was  more 
dear  to  thee  than  his;  this  world’s  eafe  better  than  his 
pqace,  &c.  \v  hen  you  lie  on  your  death -beds,  you 
efteem  hurt  then.  Why?  Becaule  he  lerves  your  turn 
then;  hence  before  you  did  not.  \ 

2.  As  the  greateft  good,  Dent,  xxxiii.  26.  Jer.' 
x.  7.  Hence  thofe  that  fee  fome  good  in  Chrift,  and 
delire  him,  and  olier  lair  lor  him,  but  prize  him  not 
as  the  greateft  good:  and  hence  with  the  young  man, 
though  content  to  part  with  fomewhar,  not  with  all, 
they  will  cat!  their  rags  down  at  Chrift’s  feet,  and  in¬ 
treat  him  to  take  away  their  fins;  but  will  not  caft 

their 


TEN  VIRGINS.  4?  7 

their  crowns  down,  the  deareft  things  they  have :  and 
hence  the  thorny-ground  prbfeffors  ever  lad  away. 
The  good  things  ot  this  world  wnich  they  ioilook  m 
time  of  persecution,  were  dearer  than  Chrift,  and  hence 
they  fall  away.  It  is  a  difhooour  to  a  king  to  be  va¬ 
lued  as  other  men  are,  Zecb.  xi.  12,  13. 

3..  As  the  only  good,  Iia.  xxiv.  23.  “  The  un. 

“  ihall  be  confounded,”  fee.  And  though  other 
things  may  fteal  into  their  hearts  for  a  time  yet  they 
recover  themfelves;  this  is  the  one  thing,  Pfal.  xxvn.4. 
that  they  beg  in  this  life.  And  hence  do  fall  fhort.  - 

1  Thofe  that  efteem  Chrilt  as  men  do  merchandile  ; 
they  would  fain  have  it,  but  are  loath  to  buy  it. 
Men  may  efteem  Chrill,  as  they  think,  the  only  good ; 
but  herein  their  falfenefs  appears,  that  they  neglect 
means  to  it;  becaufe  they  have  fome  good  else  to 
quiet  them.  And  here  is  condemned  all  lazy  pro- 

l6  2°n,Thofe  that  would  have  Chrift,  and  efteem  him 
highly,  and  ufe  means  for  him  diligently,  but  they  mult 
have  Chrilt,  and  world,  and  lull,  and  eafe  likewite ; 
Chrift  to  quiet  their  cor.fciences,  and  the  world  their 
hearts;  Chrift  to  reft  on,  when  their  duties  fail  them, 
and  the  world  to  reft  in,  when  the  confolations  of 
Chrift  are  denied  unto  them.  “  The  land  is  good,  go 
4‘  lip  and  poffefs  it.” 

Objection  i.  Bat  do  the  faints  come  to  this  pitch? 

Anfiver.  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  “  If  our  go i pel  be  hid,  it 

«  is  hid  to  them  that  ’pe  lofi.”  Who  are  thofe  from 
whom  Chrift  is  hid?  When  is  he  hio?  "When  his 
glory  is  hid.  I  "know  faints  may  feel  a  want  of,  and 
mourn  for  it,  but  it  will  appear  if  tecy  aie  the  Loid  s 
at  fome  time.  IS;  ay,  this  they  will  imd,  lome  anu 
much  contempt  remaining  which  they  oppofe,  yet  this 
is  here,  and  at  parting  times  it  is  fee n. 

ObieSlion  2:  But  faints  cannot  know  this. 
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YeS’  (aVV.d!  33  they  can  kn0w  theIr  con. 

fro ni  ‘y  n)CanS  °f  G°d’S  Spint’  he  that  is  carried 
irom  one  contrary  to  another  fhall  know  it. 

Jojcchcn  3.  But  hypocrites  may  attain  to  this. 

hvD„”cnt  '  the  g°fpeI  may  be  revealed  to  an 

liypncrue,  and  to  them  that  are  loll. 

n  po11  th,s  ,ca11  tbe  vv!,oIe  comes  out  of  itfelf  to 

wTV.5  I"  1  a  ,U1fn  COuW  cIimb  the  clouds,  and  un- 

hnrlv  tn  rl’f°-n  f  !eaven’  and  c°me  Elias-like  in  his 
body  to  Ghrift  he  might  mils  ofChrift,  as  well  as  thofe 

•  a  came  ana  followed  Chrilt  for  a  time  with  their  bo- 

t  iea  h  me  ne  ived  on  the  earth;  a  man  may  come  to 

,  111 1  Wltb  ha!f  bls  loul  or  heart,  there  may  be  fome 
hope,  and  fome  dehres,  feme  love  and  fome  cleaving 

'  f°  ,nm]’  and  cnoice  of  him  really,  inwardly,  yet  not 
t  ’  L'eaide.tbe  whole  loul  is  not  here  come,  buC 

E‘  0  !!’  JanNs  '•  7>  Now  the  whole  foul  comes, 
when  all  the  affedions  and  will  take  their  flight  to  the 

,d>  and  Men  there.  When  all  the  affedions  are 
gathered  irom  all  other  things  and  changed,  and  fo  they 
come  to,  and  embrace  the, Lord;  fo  that  hope  waits 
only  here,  When- will  the  Lord  pity  me?  Defires  that 
were  let  on  athoufand  things  before,  all  long  after  him 
love  only  tafleth  him;  the  Lord  letting  in  fome  fight 
o!  the  Ireenefs  of  mercy,  hope  looks  out  hither;  the 
.Lord  lhevving  the  want,  and  the  way  to  it,  defire 
breaks  clown  Hone-walls,  and  all  means,  and  the  diffi- 
cu  ty  of  them,  to  have  him;  the  Lord  letting  the  foul' 
tal  e  the  fweetnefs  of  Jsfus  and  his  grace,  the  foul  joys, 
and  love  embraceth,  and  the  will  folders;  a  carnai  heart 
dehres^  loves,  joys  in  other 'things,  and  the  Lord  alfo, 
and  fo  hath  a  fa  lie  heart.  But  the  whole  heart  conies 
hither,  and  when  it  is  here,  thinks  one  heart  too  little, 
nay  ’  one  life,  one  foul,  and  when  any  part  of  the  af¬ 
fections  are  left  any-where  elfe,  then  the  foul  mourns, 
hates  that  bondage,  is  alhamec!  of  it,  &c.  So  that  the 
bream  of  the  whole  foul  runs  now  hither,  Pfa.  cxix.  2. 

Efal.  xlv.  10.  So  it  is  with  the  loul,  as 

with 
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with  them  when  they  were  to  come  out  cf  Egypt,  • 
they  would  not  leave  child,  nor  hoof  behind,  left  there  , 
iliould  be  any  occaiion  of  return;  as  it  is  with  toe  foul 
departed  from  the  body,  it  only  minds  the  Lord,  it 
hath  taken  leave  of  all,  fo  by  faith  the  whole  foul  leaves 
all,  and  comes  to  the  Lord;  otherwife  the  foul  is  not 
come  to  Chrilt,  but  reacheth  after  Chrih;  like  men 
that  wadded  after  the  ark,  but  perifhed  in  the  waters: 
Their  arms  are  not  long  enough,  their  defires  and  love 
are  not  long  enough  to  reach  Chrift,  the  bent  and 
itream  of  the  foul  is  fet  and  runs  here.  It  is  with  the 
foul,  as  it  is  with  two  rivers,  both  run  with  all  their 
llrength  to  the  fea,  but  the  great  river  is  bigger,  and 
runs  fafter,  yet  the  others  itream  is  wholly  carried 
thither.  So  fome  men  may  be  more  full  ot  faith  than 
others,  yet  both  run  to  the  fea,  and  as  rivers,  they  run 
in  their  circles,  this  way  and  that  way,  and  are  fome- 
times  dammed  up,  yet  end  there:  So  the  louls  of  all 
faints  run  to  this  and  the  other  creature,  yet  they  end 
in  the  Lord  at  laft.  As  Peter  and  John,  that  ran  to 
the  fepulchre,  though  one  out-ran  the  other,  yet  they 
came  both  to  the  Lord  at  laft,  though  both  of  them  for 
a  time  forfook  him;  though  all  the  world  draw  the  foul 
back,  it  cannot  live  without  the  Lord;  nay,  though 
the  Lord  beat  away  the  doiil  from  him,  yet  it  follows 
after  him. 

It  is  to  the  Lord  for  himfelf;  for  John  vi.  fome  came 
to  Chrilt  for  loaves,  and  could  have  been  glad  if  Chrilt 
had  been  king  for  it,  but  did  not  care  for  himfelf:  and' 
hence,  ver.  27.  he  points  and  turns  them  to  himfelf; 
fome  came  to  him  for  higher  ends,  therefore  were  his 
difciples,  that  is,  for  life  from  him.  But  “  his  flelh 
“  and  blood,  or  elfe  you  die,”  it  was  a  hard  faying, 
they  could  not  underhand  nor  fee  what  that  meant,  and 
hence  forfook  him,  but  when  they  come  and  receive 
him  himfelf;  now  life  is  indeed  theirs. 

So  that  it  is  Chrift’s  perfon  that  this  faith  firll  pitch- 
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eth  on,  as  it  is  m  marriage,  and  thole  that  come  for 
tins,  were  never  lent  away.  Now  the  foul  is  truly 
come  to  him  for  himfelf:  r.  When  himfelf  gives  re  it 
to  the  loul  in  the  want  of  all  things,  Heb.  iv.  w  If 
friends,  protection,  ilrengtn,  lire,  glory  be  wanting, 
yet  iiaving  him,  in  him  I  have  all  the fe ;  when  all  is 
fold  away,  not  the  treasure  only,  but  the  field  contents 
him.  f  or  it  looks  on  tens,  as  better  than  heaven,  than 
glory,  it  comforts  the  foul  that  the  Lord  himfelf  Ihould 
be  mine.  2.  1  !;e  loul  that  taketh  him,  it  is  not  only 
to  make  boalt  of  him,  as  Capernaum  had  him,  nor  to 
cover  floth,  and  fin,  and  delufion  by  him :  I  have  Chrift, 
and  I  have  no  more  to  care  for, 8tc.  but  to  live  on  him  ; 
John  vi.  57.  “> He  that  eateth  niei  lhali  live  by  me.” 
Phil.  iu.  9,  10.  A  man  takes  not  C.hrift  as  medicine, 
to  eale  him  ;  noi  as  llately  hangings,  to  adorn  him; 
but  as  bread,  to  receive  life  from  him.  For  many 
receive  Chrift;  reft  they  do  upon  him;  and  reft,  they 
fay,  in  him  ;  but  they  do  not  luck  any  good  from  him  : 
nay,  before  they  had  any  Chrift  or  affurance  of  him, 
they  were  better  than  now.  You  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Lord  Jefus,  you  are  out  of  your  place.  As 
in  Jotham’s  parable,  the  olive  and  vine  would  not  be 
pulled  out  of  their  places,  to  be  let  on  the  tops  of  otner 
trees  as  kings  ;  left  they  lofe  their  fatnels  and  fweetnefs: 
So  fince  you  have  clofe'd  with  Chrift,  you  have  loft 
your  fatnefs  and  fweetnefs  that  once  you  had,  you  are 
now  out  of  your  place;  go  to  your  horrors  and  for- 
rows  again,  till  the  Lord  fo  give  himfelf  to  you  as  that 
you  may  receive  life  from  him. 

3.  But  muft  a1!  come  thus  to  Chrift  with 
their  whole  foul,  will  not  part  of  the  price  ferve  ? 

Anf.  No,  the  whole  foul  muft  come,  and  cannot 
but  come. 

1.  In, regard  of  the  jeaMufy  of  God ;  who  is  like 
a  jealous  hulband,  can  bear  with  many  weakneffes, 
but  will  have  the  whole  heart ;  and  they  that  do  not, 
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lhall  be  deftroyed'  for  fpiritual  whoredom,  Pfalm 
Ixxiii.  27.  He  Ihould  difhonour  Chrift  eife,  to  fell 
him  fo  cheap. 

2.  In  regard  of  the  excellency  of  Ghrift  :  the  Lord 
draws  the  foul  by  the  revelation  of  him,  Rom.  i.  16, 17. 
Ifa.  lv.  3,  4.  Now  look,  as  men  in  this  world, 
when  they  fee  a  feeming  good,  their  whole  foul  is 
over-powered  to  be  drawn  after  it.  So  here,  when 
fuch  an  ohjedt  is  feen,  efpecially  the  foul  having  been 
at  his  fepulchre  weeping,  as  iron  never  ftirs  till  the 
loadftone  comes,  and  then  it  makes  to  that  only,  not 
to  things  touched  with  it;  for  as  u  we  love  him  becaufe 
44  he  loved  us  firft,”  fo  Ghrift  loving  the  foul  with  all 
his  heart,  and  his  whole  heart  fet  upon  him,  the  whole 
foul  is,  e  contra ,  fet  on  Chrilt. 

3.  In  regard  elfe  a  man  can  receive  nothing  from 
the  Lord,  Jer.  xxix.  12,  13.  As  it  is  with  conduit- 
pipes,  let  them  be  laid,  but  not  reach  the  conduit  head, 
no  water  can  come  to  that  family  ;  fo  here:  and  this 
is  the  reafon  why  men  live,  and  pray,  and  receive  no¬ 
thing,  their  hearts  reach  not  hither:  Mens  hearts  reach 
but  half-way  to  Ghrift:  Tell  me  elfe,  did  you  ever  not 
receive  ? 

5.  Becaufe  elfe  it  is  indeed  no  coming  to  him,  but 
a  leaning  on  him  or  toward  him.  So  as  it  is  with 
trees,  if  not  cut  off  quite,  or  not  pulled  up  quite  by 
the  roots,  they  cannot  be  fet  in  another  orchard;  if  the 
tree  be  left  with  never  fo  little  twigs  in  the  ground,  fo 
here  :  Nay,  the  Lord  accounts  this  worfe  than  ifa  man 
had  not  come  at  all,  Jer.  iii.  10.  The  Lord  abhors  a 
double  heart,  that  Judas-like  forfakes  all  for  the  Lord, 
but  then  loves  the  Lord  and  the  bag  too.  You  are  not 
the  Lord’s.  As  it  was  with  that  man  that  quarrelled 
about  the  tree,  it  leaned  over  the  pales,  but  the  root 
being  found  to  be  there,  his  it  was ;  fo  though  he  lean 
on  Ghrift,  he  is  none  of  his. 

Slueft.  4.  But  do  all  faints  come  to  this  meafure? 

Anf.  Ponder  thefe  grounds  elfe., 

* 


Objection* 
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Objection.  Bat  are  not  your  hearts  partly  carnal, 
and  !o  dole  with  the  creature  ? 

Anfwer .  True:  but  yet, 

1.  So  far  as  it  is  carnal,  it  is  lamented  heavily;  fo 
that  they  grow'  not  there,  but  are  dying,  withering 
daily,  Jer.  xxxi.  18,  19.  When  a  man’s  affections 
grow  out  of  the  world,  and  there  is  no  fear  nor  forrow, 
in  this  refpeCt  now,  no  Chrift  is  there. 

2.  The  bent  and  bias  of  the  foul  carries  the  whole 
foul  hither.  For  I  would  not  judge  of  this  fo  much 
by  hidden  pangs,  as  by  an  inward  bent;  for  the  whole 
foul  in  affectionate  expreifions  and  aCtions  may  be  car¬ 
ried  unto  Chrift,  but  being  without  this  bent  and  change 
of  affeCtions,  it  is  unfound,  as  in  Gideon,  they  would 
on  a  hurry  make  him  king:  he  would  not:  he  knew 
it  was  a  fudden  pang  which  would  die.  And  the  reafon 
is,  the  true  turn  of  the  whole  foul  is  not  by  turning 
old  affections  upon  another  objeCt,  but  changing  them 
firft  by  this  bent,  and  fo  turning  them.  For  a  carnal 
heart  may  have  the  firft,  as  the  fame  eye  may  fee  the 
fun  afid  a  dunghill,  and  the  eye  not  changed;  fo  here. 
Now  when  the  whole  foul  is  fet  here,  it  is  never  at 
reft  till  here. 

leftion  5.  But  may  not  hypocrites  come  to  this? 

Anfwer  1.  Then  they  may  be  blefled,  Pfal.  cxix.  2. 

2.  Then  they  fliall  never  be  call  off  from  Chrift, 

John  vi.  37.  ,  .  '  , 

3.  Then  they  may  partake  of  that  which  the  Lord 

only  looks  for.  For  why  is  the  Lord  angry?  The 
heart  is  gone  from  him.  Why  is  the  miniftry  ordain¬ 
ed,  but  to  win  the  whole  heart  to  him  ?  John  iii.  19, 
30,  21.  O  therefore  cotifider  whether  it  hath  been 
thus  with  you  or  no!  If  not,  woe  to  you!  O  be 
very  careful  here !  It  is  a  thoufand  to  one  if  fome 
part  of  your  heart  be  not  fixed  elfewhere.  If  Chrift 
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were  at  judgment,  and  (hould  fay,  u  Come  ye  bleffed:1? 
How  glad  would  ye  be*  O  he  laith  now,  come  and 

take  myfelf* 

¥ 


SECT.  IV 


IV.  Falnefs  of  the  Spirit  itfelf  in  the  room  of  Satan* 


here  either  concerning  that 


fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  in  extraordinary  gilts,  fpokerx 
of  frequently  in  the  Adits;  nor  yet  of  that  fulnefs  of 
the  Spirit  which  lame  Chriftians  that  the  Lord  fets  a* 
part  to  do  and  fuller  more  tor  him  Hi  all  receive  more 
than  others.  For,  John  xiv.  17.  the  difciples  had  the 
Spirit,  and  yet  Chrilt  promifes  to  fend  them  the  SpL 
rit.  And  Stephen  was  a  man  “  full  of  faith  and  the 
<c  Holy  Ghotl,”  Ads  vi.  8.  And  Barnabas,  Ada 
xi.  14.  £t  Was  a  good  man,  full  of  faith  and  the 
“  Holy  Ghoft.”  But  I  (hall  fpeak  of  that  Spirit 
which  is  in  every  believer,  without  which  we  are  not 
Chrift’s,  Rom.  viii.  9.  And  this  is  that  Spirit  which 
is  opposite  to  the  evil  fpirit,  the  prince  of  darknels, 
which  poffcffeth  with  craft  and  power  all  the  fouls  of 
the  fons  of  men,  who  doth  not  only  encamp  about 
men,  1  Peter  v.  7,  8.  nor  only  “  work  within 
4t  them,”  Eph.  i.  2,  3.  but  he  inhabiteth  and  dwell¬ 
ed!  in  men.  He  doth  not  only  take  men  captives, 
2  Tim.  ii.  26.  but  he  dwells  in  and  poffeffeth  the  fouls 
of  his  captives,  Luke  xi.  21.  And  though  he  doth 
depart  for  a  time,  vet,  ver.  26.  “  They  return  and 
44  dwell  there.”  Now  in  the  room  of  this,  comes 
Clod’s  Spirit,  who,  ver.  22.  is  faid  to  be  (Longer  than 
Satan,  which  cannot  be  meant  but  of  Chrift’s  Spirit: 
.That  as  it  is  with  a  man  whole  heart  it  turned  from 
Lord,  he  is  not  left  only  to  be  carried  by  the 
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power  of  his  fin,  but  by  the  power  of  Satan  alfo.  Fa 
when  the  whole  foul  is  turned  unto  him,  the  Lord  leaves 
not  the  foul  to  oe  carried  along  by  the  power  of  his  own 
grace  or  faith,  but  the  Spirit  itfelf  fills  and  acts  that 
Ion].  And  as  the  lour  was  carried  by  the  mighty  power 
oi  Satan  before,  it  is  now  carried  by  the  Almighty 
power  of  the  Spirit  itfelf,  hence,  i  Pet.  i.  5.  “  Kept  by 
the  mighty  power  of  God  through  faith.”  And  hence 
Acts  xxvi.  18.  44  Turned  from  the  power  of  Satan  ’■ 

re  Spirit  of 
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not  to  duties,  but  to  God  himfelf 
God,  and  lb  to  clofe  with  him. 

^ uefiion .  W hat  is  this  Spirit  which  the  faints  have  ? 

Anfwer .  I  fhall  exp-refs  myfelf  in  thefe.  three  con- 
clu  lions. 

Conch  1  *  That  if  Adam  bad  flood,  he  and  all  his 
pofterity  fhould  have  had  that  power  and  prefence,  and 
conftant  affiftance  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  that  tbey 
ihould  never  have  fallen,  nor  have  been  able  to  fall  in 
refpedt  of  the  afliftan.ee  of  the  Spirit.  'He  fhould  have 
been  green  all  the  year  long,  his  bioffdm  fhould  not  have 
been  Mailed,  his.  fruit  fhould  never  have  withered.  And 
the  ground  is  the  rule  of  jullice;  for  if  he  falling,  all 
Ills  posterity  are  forfaken  of  God,  and  under  the  reign 
of  fin,  and  death,  and  Satan,  Rom.  v.  18.  21.  Then 
lie  Handing,  all  his  pofterity  fhould  have  had  the  ever- 
halting  prefence  of  God,  and  fhould  have  been  under 
the  reign  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  life.  Thus  alfo  the 
covenant  ran,  44  Do  and  live.” 

Conch  2.  That  the  Lord 'Jefu-s,  the  fecond  Adam, 
Handing  and  riling  in  the  room  of  all  his  people, 
hence  he  doth  convey  and  propagate  to  all  his  polte- 
rify  the  immutable  and  conftant  affiftance  and  pre- 
fence  of  his  Spirit,  whereby  being  once  begotten  of 
him,  and  called  to  him,  they  never  afterward  depart 
from  him.  And  though  weak  in  themfelves,  yet  af- 
filled  by  the  Spirit,  do  not,  cannot  depart  wickedly 
again.  The  Lord  Jefus  having  flood,  they  cannot 
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fall,  becaufe,  by  virtue  of  his  Handing,  they  have  this, 
preience  of  the  Holy  Ghoit,  John  xiv.  19.  “  Le- 

“  caufe  I  live,  you  fhall  live  alfo.”  John  vi.  57.  ££  As 
“  the  living  Father  lent  me,  and  I  live  by  him,”  &c. 
Chrift  (landing  next  to  the  Father,  lives  by  him;  we 
Handing  next  to  Chrift,  live  as  infallibly  by  him.  And 
I  fay,  the  ground  is  Chrift’s  Handing.  1*  or  though 
there  be  many  reaions  why  the  faints  can  never  falL 
from  Chrift,  as  the  Spirit  of  grace,  covenant  of  grace, 
interceffion  of  Chrift,  yet  the  main  ground  is  Chrift’s 
Handing,  without  the  leaf!  lall  from  the  fulfilling  of 
the  fir  ft  covenant,  which  we  having  the  firft  moment 
of  believing  kept  in  Chrift,  hence  the  Spirit  is  given, 
and  the  covenant  of  grace,  of  ftrength.  And  hence, 
Rom.  v.  21.  and  ver.  17,  18.  And  hence  the  Spirit 
is  faid  to  dwell  in  believers,  Rom.  viii.  11.  And  we 
are  the  temples  of  the  Spirit,  whether  he  dwell  in  them 
in  his  perfon  perfonally,  the  well  is  here  deep,  but  he 
dwells  in  them  fo  as  he  never  ceafeth  afufting  of  them, 
fo  that  they  cannot  depart  from  the  Lord  again; 
hence,  Ifa.  lix.  21.  “  My  Spirit  fhall  not  depart  from 
“  thy  feed.”  John  xiv.  it  is  called  “  the  Spirit  that 
64  abides  forever.”  It  binds  the  foul  to  the  Lord,  and 
keeps  it  fo  forever:  Never  fuffers  that  love-knot  to 
be  untied  again.  When  the  foul  is  weak,  the  Spirit 
helps  him;  when  carelefs  of  itfelf,  the  Spirit  keeps 
him,  though  the  foul  offers  to  run  from  the  Lord, 
yet  this  Spirit  follows  him  ;  though  he  grieves  the 
Spirit,  yet  this  Spirit  Hill  keeps  his  own  houfe,  will 
not  depart  from  him  ;  and  fo  not  fuffer  the  foul  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  Lord.  And  this  is  the  reafon  why  the 
faints  never  fall  from  the  Lord,  though  they  have  weak 
grace,  poor  beginnings,  many  fins,  and  Adam  flood 
not  though  with  the  perfect  image  of  God  upon 
him,  becaufe  he  had  not  this  Spirit  yet  given;  though 
he  had  the  Spirit  of  God,  yet  not  this  Spirit,  which 
fome  call  the  Spirit  of  adoption  given  to  him,  becaufe 
he  had  not  fulfilled  the  firft  covenant,  which  we  in  Chrift 
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have,  which  is  not  only  the  ground  of  our  never  fall¬ 
ing,  but  of  affurance  we  fhall  never  fall.  For  what 
breaita  a  man  s  peace  arter  faith?  Apparition  of  lin 
in  the  confcienee :  What  makes  that  terrible  ?  The  law. 
•lvO'.v  when  I  fee  in  C.hrilt,  1  have  kept  all  things  in  the 
kw,  not  only  the  cry  and  accufations  of  the  law  and 
fm  are  Hilled,  but  alio  there  arifeth  a  holy  boldnefs  and 
confidence  and  joy,  even  before  the  face  of  an  angry 

Aod,  Eph.  in.  12.  And  as  foul  and  body  are  ever 
knit,  fo  here,  &c. 

Cone/.  3.  This  Spirit  thus  affifting,  no  unregenerate 
man  ever  hath  :  I  fpeak  not  now  of  keeping  the  foul 
from  falling  from  grace,  but  from  Chrift. 

1.  Becaufe  the  fpirit  of  Satan  fills  them,- he  is  the 
flrong  man  that  keeps  the  palace,  under  whofe  king- 
dom  and  power  they  are ;  and  therefore  this  Spirit  which 
deftroys  the  kingdom  of  Satan  is  not  in  them. 

2.  Becaufe  this  was  a  prerogative  that  Adam  had  not, 
though  he  had  great  gifts  and  glory  otherwife:  fo  this 
is  not  the  gift  which  is  given  unto  them. 

3.  Becaufe  this  arifeth,  and  therefore  is  given  becaufe 
Chrill  Hood,  and  therefore  thofe  he  never  Hood  for,  rofe 
for,  fuffsred  for,  never  have  it. 

4.  Therefore  we  fhall  fee  in  experience,  take  the  bell 
profeffors  living,  though  they  may  come,  as  they  and 
others  judged,  to  the  Lord,  and  follow  the  Lord,  yet 
they  will  in  time  depart,  fometimes  outwardly,  John 
vi.  64.  “  There  be  fome  of  you  that  believe  not.’5 
See  them,  vsr.  66.  And  why  did  they  depart?  “  It 
M  was  not  given  them  of  the  Father.”  The  Spirit 
never  was  given  effectually  to  draw  them,  nor  yet  to 
keep  them. 

If  not  outwardly,  at  lea  ft  inwardly;  and  hence  hy¬ 
pocrites,  though  they  have  marvellous  affections  unto 
Chriff,  and  lb  have  fpoken  of  him  and  commended  him, 
and  feemed  to  be  carried  above  all  creatures  and  duties 
towards  him,  yet  himlelf  and  his  mercy,  and  his  blood, 
becomes  a  common  thing  to  them,  and  his  knowledge 
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and  pro  mi  fes  common:  and  hence  they  flight  and  loath 
him,  and  mourn  not  for  it,  and  io  are  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  kept  clofc  unto  Chrifl,  as  that  they  are  nearer  the 
unpardonable  fin  than  him.  But  all,  they  have  is  like 
Jonah’s  gourd,  which  iuddenly  rifeth,  but  there  is  a 
worm  at  the  root,  that  pulls  it  down  again  :  and  fo 
their  love  dies  to  minilters  that  (shrill  lent;  and  to  his 
truth  and  ordinances. 

^ueftion.  But  if  the  Spirit  doth  thus,  who  then  (hall 
be  laved?  for  who  is  there  that  departs  not? 

Anfver.  When,  I  fay,  the  Spirit  doth  fo  affift  the 
faithful,  as  that  they  never  depart:  the  meaning  is 
not,  as  though  the  foul  fhould  now  never  fall  into  any 
more  hn  or  unbelief;  for  what  do  the  faints  more 
complain  of  than  their  backflidings,  La.  lxiii.  17* 
Iieb.  xii.  1.  Saints  hearts  are  no  fooner  raifed  up, 
but  their  weight  grows  heavy  and  prels  them  down; 
no  fooner  do  they  walk  in  the  way,  but  they  begin  to 
fall  off:  but  when  I  iay  lo,  I  lay  three  things.  1. 
Their  whole  heart  never  departs.  2 .  They  do  not  de¬ 
part  forever.  3.  Though  they  do  depart  from  the 
Lord,  yet  the  Spirit  doth  not  depart  from  them;  as 
it  is  in  common  reafon,  the  lame  thing  may  go  either 
in  a  ftraight  or  crooked  line  to  the  fame  point.  As  a 
river  may  run  in  a  llraight  or  crooked  line  to  the  fea. 
So  the  faints,  their  fprings  (their  hearts)  being  fet  a 
running  after  the  Lord,  though  they  do  not  follow 
him  in  a  ftraight  line,  fo  as  never  to  depart  to  the  right 
or  left  hand;  yet  they  are  fo  kept  by  the  Spirit,  that 
they  are  continually  making  after  him,  cleaving  to 
him;  though  with  many  crooked  windings  of  their 
hearts,  this  way  and  that  way  from  the  Lord.  And 
therefore  as  it  is  in  a  wheel,  it  Hands  bent  for  fuch  an 
end,  yet  runs  at  one  fide,  but  is  turned  by  the  ft: ill  of 
him  that  guides  it  into  the  way  again,  and  fo  let  it  run 
the  man  is  with  it:  fo  it  is  here.  And  becaufe  fome- 
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thing  is  like  this  in  hypocrites,  I  ihall  endeavour  to  cut 
the  thread. 

I.  I  heir  whole  hearts  never  do  nor  can  depart  from 
tlie.  Lord>  their  fins  and  departings  aVe  againft 
their  new  nature,  which  the  Lord  hath  given  them. 
It  is  againft  the  grain,  which  as  it  aggravates  their 
im;  lo  it  fhews  the  difference  between  their  fins  and 
the  fms  of  other  men;  they  may  be  drawn  afide,  but 
it  is  againft  their  wills,  or  il  lo,  yet  againft  the  bent 
of  their  hearts,  which  is  fee  toward  the  Lord,  and 
Zion- ward;  they  may  be  carried  captive  againft  their 
wills,  as  Paul  complained  he  was,  and  made  his  moan 
to  heaven  of  it;  or  it  with  their  wills,  yet  it  is  againft 
toe  adlive  bent  ot  their  w ills,  which  inclines  them  a- 
nother  way,  i  John  iii.  9.  “  They  cannot  fin,  be- 

“  caule  the  feed  remains  in  them  ;”  fo  that  they  can¬ 
not  fm  with  their  whole  hearts,  nor  depart  from 
Chrift  with  their  whole  hearts;  as  it  is  with  a  wo¬ 
man,  thoagh  her  hulband  hath-  her  whole  heart,  yet 
there  is  much  weakneis  and  fin  mixed  with  this  love ; 
fo  that  whatever  unkindnefs  Ihe  ihews,  it  is  not  with 
her  whole  heart,  but  againft  it,  and  hence  Ihe  is  not 
call  oil .  So  much  more  here.  Or  as  it  is  with  the 
nnregenerate  man  poffslfed  by  Satan,  though  he  may 
forfake  many  finful  courfes,  take  tip  many  duties,  def- 
pi!e  the  world,  yet  it  is  not  with  his  whole  heart ; 
And  hence  he  is  pulled  back  like  a  bird  by  the  leg, 
Satan  having  an  end  of  his  heart,  and  he  that  is  unho¬ 
ly  and  unclean  will  be  fo  {till.  So  e  contra:  As  it  is 
■with  a  (lone,  call  it  up,  it  is  againft  the  bent  of  it,  be- 
caule  the  nature  of  it  is  to  reft  in  the  centre,  and  hence 
it  coints  down  again.  It  is  not  by  internal  bent,  but 
by  external  vis  or  force  :  1b  lin  and  Satan  being  caft 
out,  though  they  work  in  the  foul,  yet  they  are  ex¬ 
ternal  agents,  (it  is  not  I,  but  fin,)  and  hence  it  is  a- 
gainft  the  bent.  The  whole  foul  therefore  never  de¬ 
parts  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  the  Spirit  keeps  it 
there.  As  it  is  in  the  body  of  a  man,  he  grows  lick, 
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and  inclines  toward  a  ditaion  or 

,•  ,Q  .,,v  hindered,  and  litue  delight  in  any  m..  Q, 

ycfHloui  and  body  arc  not  yet  yarted  wMI^ 

'upon,  for  even  then  <ney  ^.^’^wards  bnfumpti- 
the  heart  may  depart  and  incline  teiv  ju  t 

on,  death ;  and  little  can  the  lout  do  feat  lye  W  m  ^ 

cmeve  yet  the  union  between  the  Spirit  and  ioul  oime 

made’il  never  broken.  For  as  the  whole  foul  de- 
\  i  1  lb  the  whole  loul  ietuni- 

parted  and  made  ctn-u  ..  ...  '  ii' ever,  after  the 

ing  makes  the  union.  And  hem-  u 
whole  ioul  lit  all  depart,  the  union  i.tould  be  biom.  , 

,  and  hence  look  on  a  Chniiian  when  he  is 

cannot  lUr,  nor  depart;  partly  by  e  Lanot 

jer.  xxxii.  40.  Like  a,  man  m.  a  111  ^  ’  .  V; •  1, 

call  himfelf  into  the  lea,  it  makes  him  tremble  to  dnnx, 
what  if  I  fliould  fall  in,  and  hence  keeps  c  ofe  m  urn 
Flip,  whatever  Forms,  come,  whatever  calms  come, 
for  he  lees  death,  before  him.  O  the  lois  o;  fou,  U  ■  _ 
his  fellow  Flip  hereafter,  nay  here,  is  drea&lul  to  h  - 
partly  by  a  fpirit  of  love,  it  conltrams  us,  that  wien 
the  heart  fometimes  cares  not  tor  Ghnft,  yet  nie  *p<ri 
of  love  Iprings  up:  fhaU  I  now  leave  him  tnat  pmeu 
me,  that  brought  me  a  pardon,  when  my  neck  was  on 

-11  When  he  doth  depart  by  rea.on  oi  fome  evn  r 
his  kU  yet  it  is  not  ever,  but  i,c  mull  mum 
i boner  or  latter  to  him  again,  it  was  belt  to  lum  them 
For  look  as  it  is  with  Satan,  how  doth  he  carry  the 
'  heart  from  God?  You  lhall  fee  it  in  Judas,  Jonn  xm. 
He  Hands  at  the  door  and  knocks  by  a  lml ul  tnougnt 
liked  of,  ver.  2.  Then  he  enters  the  houie  by  earning 
the  will  to  refolve  of  it.  He  doth  not  _  carry  men 
like  thole  herds  of  fwi.ne  again  11  their  wills,  out  pre¬ 
vails  with  the  will  to  refolve  thus,  ver.  27.  Hereupon 
Satan  having  a  com  million,  carries  lnni  out,  and  he 
muft  needs  go  whom  the  devils  drives;  io  it  is  heie, 
the  Spirit  in  recalling  the  foul,  will  have  mm  come 
i.  Puts  in  fccretjweet,  living  thoughts  again, 
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i'tt  fallen,  or  52  Tt^^'T 

th'i1 Spirit'drawsfmSi  601|‘'d“ 'd  m“ft  E° 

“  Lord  on  hie-  kPn  >>  L‘  *  '  David  remembers  the 

ranees-  RenrJ  d’  th°“?f  now  driven  from  all  ordi- 

“  ioice'”  h  ’  VCr'  7'  “  Under  thy  fr-a<^ow  I  will  re- 

{ilee  ’  inCe*  V£r'  8‘  “  My  foul  followeth  hard  after 

f.eb,e  * deaVeS  ;°  thee'”  But  David  was  weak  and 
leeble,  how  came  he  to  do  this?  Ver.  «.  -  Thy  hand 

hiMocl-s6?  nie‘”  Li°°k  33  'C  Was  vvith  Samfonfwhen 

™Je  t„ZS  h  r  h' ^  ^  likCOther  Een,  and  ** 

like  hindDf  ’  -b  Qhey  fevv  aSaT  and  then  he  was 

to  C  d  gam  :  uS°  when  the  affections  and  hearts 
o  Cnrul  are  they  arg  1;ke  oth£r  m.n 

fru  they  are  continually  coming  and  oTOWina  a(Tai„ 

and  then  they  are  like  themfelves  a,ai  i  ff 

*--»be„  .be  Spikl  lant  . 

..  vile  r  V?  3  nt“mty  P"‘  “P™  bim,  Afts  iv.  20. 

W«  ^  h  .kings  we  here  heard. 

..  9  :’-UI'  “V  “  V;v  ca»  do  nothing  again!*, 

i,ro  d  T  tr”h-  Fur  here  we  (half  fee  the 

load  d  fference  between  a  convided  hypocrite,  that 

knows  all  ,s  amif.  with  him  and  the  faints!  he  few  his 
‘  T  from  the  Lord,  and  is  afraid  in  his  confcience  of 

r  Cryi  hecothn0t  retun’>  and  defires  and  endeav- 

f  'rS  l° ,d°  U;,  blit  what  >f  it  be  hard?  and  it 
eem  impoffible  to  be  better?  Now  he  falls  down  and 

t.nnks  tins  is  an  infirmity  which  God  will  pardon 
ana  fo  oat  an  conquers  him;  1  fay  again,  not  temptati¬ 
on,  but  oatan  conquers  him:  for  then  a  man  is  con- 
querea,  when  faith  is  conquered,  i  John  v.  4.  Then 
iaith  is  conquered,  when  returning  to  Chriil  with  the 
whole  heart  is  conquered;  the  whole  heart  returns 
nnt  until  a  man’s  will  refolves  by  being  preft  with  a 
necelfity  o!  a  return  and  flaying  there. °  Now  there¬ 
fore  the  Spirit  of  God  puts  the  foul  upon  a  neceffity 
ot  returning  to  the  Lord,  that  when  the  heart  faith,  it 

cannot 
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cannot  be  that  ever  your  heart  fliould  be  better,  or 
the  Lord  help:  It  mult  be,  kith  the  toul  again,  and 
it  is  fo;  I  am  not  able  to  bear  this  evil,  lor  mercy  ran 
help  and  Spirit  mull  draw ;  and  hence  the  loul  mult 
come,  Pfalm  xlii.  7,  8.  The  loul  thinks  mercy  can, 
and  is  willing,  but  will  not  ?  Why,  the  Lord  commands 
it,  when  one  wave  calls  in  lor  another,  mercy  mult 
ftep  in,  and  hence,  “  My  prayer  is  to  thee.”  how  this 
nece  fifty  of  returning  to  the  Lord  appears  chiefly  in 
breaking  down  all  oppofmons  agamit  its  return; 

which  are  lour. 

x.  Sometime  fnares  of  the  world,  and  other  things 
befide.  The  Lord  eafeth  them,  the  Lord  lends  no 
croffes,  gives  them  their  heart’s-dehre,  under  which 
vines  they  reft,  yet  if  the  Lord  takes  not  all  from  them, 
he  puts  fuch  a  cloyednefs  in  them,  that  the  loul  can¬ 
not  but  return  to  the  Lord  again,  it  cannot  live  on 
fuch  coarfe  bread,  things  that  latisfy  not,  it  had  bet- 

ter  once,  Ecclel.  ii.  3,  4-  XI-  .  .  . 

2.  Fears  and  dilconragements  ot  fpirrt ;  ior  when 

delivered  from  fnares,  then  fears  come,  and  dilcourage* 
ments,  either  by  reafon  ot  outvvaid  1  Giles  01  the  Lord  s 
anger  :  fo  that  the  foul  fears  it  never  had,  never  fliall 
have  any  mercy,  that  hath  thus  abuled  it ;  and.it  hath 
thought  God  himielf  to  fay  10,  and  his  behavioui  in 
not  hearing  and  helping  in  io  long  a  time,  to  witness  fo.. 
Yet  it  will  return,  though  the  Lord  never  lavs  L  >  it 
will  not  fin  •  Jonah  yet  looks  again  to  the  temple, 
when  he  could  not  come  to  it,  yet  he  would  look  to  it. 
The  foul  will  turn  up  its  eyes  and  mourn;  O  that  I 
have  lo  abufed  the  Lord  a  11 0  mercy  !  that  love  itfelt 
fhould  be  angry  and  trown  !  Plalm  lxxvii.  i  he  Plai- 
rnift  “  refilled  to  be  comforted,”  verle  2.  Nay,  ver.  3. 
Though  “  he  remembered  God,”  and  all  his  love  paf„ 
yet  troubled,  this  brought  greater  trouble,  yet,  ver.  10. 

I  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right-hand  oi  the 
o  Mo  ft  High.”  Saul  did  not  thus* 
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3-  Thoughts  of  impoffibility  and  unlikelihood  to 
g-  P'-ace.  or  pardon,  or  victory  over  fin  now.  For 
jfome  nne  the  ia.nts  think  the  Lord  loves  me,  and  yet 

ef'iall*  ifVf,S  iG  ,ere’  but  1  Can  Sec  no  help  now, 

,  ,  .y  “  after  raan.y  Payers.  I  know  help  aeainft 
all  fins  they  cannot  get,  and  hence  are  humbled8  bat 

Lord  hath  ""I  finS  thf 1  hd.P  Can  be  Sot’  wherein  the 
Lord  hath  done  it  lor  others,  and  which  makes  the 

Lord  dirange  himlelf,  it  mult  be  had  (for  this  temp- 
tatl0n  t0  a  lamt  is  an  hypcnte’s  overthrow)  Pfal.  Xviii. 

\Vi  !2’  2J'.  ?  earth  cannot  helP’  cannot  heaven? 

,  hat’  ”ot  tne  SPlnt>  word,  blood,  mercy  of  a  tend- 
hearted  Redeemer?  What  though  not  now?  vet  I  will 
not  give  him  over.  J 

4.  When  God’s  providence  feems  to  crofs  his  pro- 
nnle,  yet  they  will  cleave  to  him  or  return  to  him. 
i'  or  many  times  faints  have  their  efiates  in  the  bonds 
°  tj,°c  3  promiles,  and  hence  they  wait  for  accomolifh- 
ment  of  them;  bat  the  Lord  carries  it  quite  crofs  to 
Iks  promife  to  their  feeming.  He  promifeth  to  make 
ahve  to  comfort,  to  fanftify,  to  be  with  me;  and  he 
Kills,  lads,  let  out  fin,  never  inch  a  heart,  and  forfakes 
me  O  now  faith  fliakes!  yet  they  will  not  away, 
Heb.  xi.  15,  16.  The  Lord  calls  them  to  forfake  their 
country;  Abraham  is  a  firanger  there,  and  that  among 
cut-throat  Canaanites,  and  dwells  in  tabernacles;  and 
four  hundred  years  after,  his  pollerity  being  afflicted 
lhould  have  it;  yet  he  would  not  return,  though  they 
might,  God  had  Laid  here,  “  I  will  blefs  thee,”  fo  here. 
The  murmuring  Ifraelites  fell  fhorcof  this. 

111.  Whenever  tne  foul  doth  depart,  yet  the  Spirit 
o!  God  is  ever  in  it  and  with  it,  Pfal  lxxiii.  2.  The 
Plalmtli  “  aimoft  fell.”  Why  did  he  not?  “  Thou 
“  art  ever  with  me,  thy  hand,’’  ver.  23.  “  hath  upheld 
“  me.”  So  that  as  the  Spirit  keeps  the  foul  to  Chrift, 
fio  it  keeps  Chrift  in  the  foul  at  all  times.  And  hence 
faints  in  the  clolnre  ol  all  their  dealings  with  God, 

and 
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and  he  with  them,  they  have  feen  his  love,  working 
good  in  all,  that  now  the  foul  can  fay,  Lo  tC  the  Lord 
tc  was  here,  and  I  knew  it  not,'7  I'a.  xxv.  9?  10* 
That  the  foul  admires  fometimes,  and  hence  after  all 
fees  the  Lord  more  clearly  and  fully  and  fweetly,  till 
at  laft  it  fees  him  in  glory.  Thus  you  fee  the  Spirit 
that  follows  faints  is  with  them,  which  the  world  wants. 
O  admire  at  the  Lord,  if  this  Spirit  be  given,  that 
heaven  is  come  down  into  tny  neb !  That  no  miferies, 
no  fins  can  part,  but  it  is  ever  putting  thee  in  thy  way 
again.  Hence  when, 

1.  They  are  ready  quite  to  tall  off,  and  give  theni- 
felves  for  gone,  ready  to  be  made  away  by  temptation, 
or  to  make  away  themlelves,  the  Lord  is  with  them 
then,  Pfal.  xciv.  18.  At  the  time  of  parting,  love  ap¬ 
pears. 

2.  Hence  when  they  are  fometime  fo  far  gone,  as 
that  they  mind  not  their  return,  or  believe  not,  as  in 
the  wildernefs,  but  are  well  enough  without  the  Lord, 
the  Lord,  before  they  think  or  defire,  prevents  them, 
Pfal.  xxiii.  6.  “  Mercy  and  truth  follow  me.” 

3.  Hence  when  they  think  the  Lord  is  provoked, 
that  he  cannot  lave,  then  he  is  in  the  midft  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  jer.  xix.  11.  “  Why  art  thou  as  a  man  aftonilh- 
“  ed  that  cannot  lave?” 

4.  Hence  at  the  end  of  life,  all  the  ways  of  God 
have  been  peace,  and  all  our  ways,  though  evil,  turn¬ 
ed  for  good;  as  in  Jonas  his  departing;  and  by  miferies 
we  are  yet  humbled;  fomething  the  Lord  is  doing  now 
for  eternity,  Micah  yii.  8.  “  Though  I  lit  in  darknefs, 
“  the  Lord  will  be  a  light  unto  me.” 

5.  Hence  when  the  heart  and  ftrength  fail,  and  faith 
is  failing,  and  the  heart  feels  nothing  but  pain,  yet  the 
Lord  then  keeps,  and  this  is  comfort,  Pfak  lxiii.  26. 

Confider  therefore  your  eitat.e,  that 

1.  Do  depart  with  your  whole  heart  from  the  Lord. 
Hath  not  the  Lord  bowed  thy  heart  toward  himfelr, 

by 
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by  mercies,  by  blows  ?  But  when  forrows  have  been 
pad,- and  mercies  grown  common,  and  truth  common 
thou  halt  llarted  back  like  a  broken  bow,  which  was 
-  cat  backward,  when  dretched  forward.  And  now 
u  aen  God  calls  to  any  duty,  efpecially  when  thy  will 
*nd  ends  are  eroded,  that  is  a  burden,  and  thou  art 
drawn  to  tnat  as  a  fiili  to  the  dry  land.  It  is  hke  a 
fever-fit  to  thee,  and  never  mourned  for  this  But 
when  any  matter  of  gain  and  world  is  prefent'ed,  all 
thoughts  time  drength  is  too  little  there,  that  you 
i  mell  ot  the  field  ;  or  if  there  be  any  life  or  jov,  yet 
the  lean  kine  eat  up  the  fat  kine.  Nay,  mourned 
hou  .not  under  that  curfed  bent  which  carries  thee 

1,1  ord  hC  L°ld*  KP'OVV  iC’  th°U  art  forfaken  the 

2.  I  hou  that  in  times  pad  had  many  affedions,  but 
now  forrow  is  gone,  and  feeding  of  the  Lord  gone ; 
and  being  fallen,  feed  it  not,  but  thinked  it  is  with 
thee. as  with  other  Chadians,  had  only  the  old  work 
pad,  and  fome  new  pangs  now  and  then.  Why  is  it 
tnus  ?  Jer.  via.  4  5.  Will  you  fall,  and  not  arife  ? 

. _ ' 1 ,  you  Iet  the  ^ord  turn  from  you,  and  not  return? 
:fota  the  “  dork  know  when  winter  is  near,  and  not 

;  >'ou  your  O  look  to  it  !  What,  are  you 

iahen  with  a  perpetual  backfliding?  Why  will  you  not 

return,  but  go  away  with  a  perpetual  backfliding  ? 
Know,  Satan  hath  hold  of  this  foul.  ’ 

3.  You  people  ol  God,  wonder  you  at  this  grace  : 
.Let  y out  experience  prove  it.  Is  it  not  fo,  that  a 
habitation  ol  devils  fliould  be  a  houle  of  the  Spirit 
os  God,  not  to  fojourn,  but  dwell  there,  and  though 
abufed,  vexed,  yet  it  will  not  depart. 

SECT.  V. 

V.  San&ification,  in  the  room  of  Self- feeking. 

x  II fo  wot  k  of  the  Spirit  bath  had  many  fcratches, 
and  palled  under  divers  cenfures,  that  if  that  quef- 
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tion  fhould  be  afked  oi  it,  which  once  Chriit  made 
concerning  him  felt,  Whom  lay  men  that  I  am  I 

We  ih all  find  five  feveral  apprehenfions  of  it, 

1.  Some  have  made  it  common,  and  that  this  trea- 
fure  may  be  digged  out  of  dung-hills,  that  the  Lord 
calls  thefe  pearls  to  fwine,  that  a  carnal  heart  may 
have  all  thefe  gifts  and  graces  which  the  righteous  have, 
and  Adam  had,  and  perifh  at  laft.  And  hence  no 
evidence  from  it  at  all. 

2.  Some  have  not  made  it  thus  common,  but  pro¬ 
per  to  the  eledt,  and  that  none  are  jufiified  but  they 
are  fandtified,  and  e  contra .  But  it  hath  been,  and, 
they  think  it  is  fo  difguifed  with  the  mixture  of  fin 
and  temptation,  and  cannot  be  known  or  very  hardly. 
If  fo,  that  though  the  Lord  Jefus  u  come  unto  his  own,’* 
and  dwell  not  only  in  their  houfes,  but  in  their  hearts, 
yet  they  know  him,  not. 

3.  Some  fay  it  may  be  known,  but  not  as  dwelling 
in  our  hearts,  but  as  inherent  in  Chriil,  making  the 
inherent  grace  of  Chriit  in  Chriit  hhnlelf  to  be  our 
fandtification,  which  the  apoltle  makes  to  be  our  righ- 
teoufnefs.  And  fo  as  the  Papilts  abolifh  Chrilt’s  rlgh- 
teoufnefs  for  j unification,  by  making  it  to  confift  only 
in  infufion  of  grace  in  us ;  thefe  abolilh  Chriit  to  be 
our  fandtification,  by  making  all  our  fandtification  to 
confifi  in  inhaefion  in  Chrifi  out  of  us. 

4.  Some  fay  there  is  a  fandtification  in  us  :  but 
wherein  doth  it  confifi  ?  Not  in  any  habitual  holinefs, 
or  graces  in  us,  but  in  the  immediate  adtings  of  Chriit 
in  us,  and  fo  the  Lord  makes  his  mufic  without  any 
firings,  and  reveals  things  to  us  without  eyes,  and 
makes  us  live  without  any  power  of  life  :  and  fo  after 
j  unification  they  put  a  Ghriftian  in  fuch  an  efiate  of 
fandtification  as  that  he  is  a  mere  patient,  in  next  dif- 
pofition  to  move,  if  he  be  moved;  like  a  weather-cock, 
which  hath  no  power  at  all  to  move,  but  as  the  wind 
blows  it,  good  or  bad. 

5.  Some  grant  that  there  is  a  fandtification  proper 
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to  the  faithful,- and  in  the  faithful  an  habitual  holinefs, 
and  confilhng  m  a  molt  bleffed,  inward,  total  change. 
But  when  they  come  to  application  of  this  to  them- 

wnh  iome  inward  affeftion,  they  think  every  overly 
change  is  falsification,  and  this  mult  be  a  -ood  evf- 
dence  to  them.  And  lb  like  fome  herbalifts  that  treat 

c  ne  overeign  excellencies  of  leveral  herbs,  but  when 

they  come  to  gather  them  in  the  garden,  they  take 

their  counterfeits  in  the  room  of  them.  The  caufes  of 

whica  variety  ot  apprehenfions  is  the  rarenefs  of  it 

(and  therefore  it  is  unknown)  and  the  corrupt  experi¬ 
ence  of  men.  r  1 


I  lliall  therefore  lay  level  thefe  things,  by  fhewing 
you  what  that  meafure  of  fanbfification  is  wiiich  is  in 
us,  and  which  is  peculiar  to  the  eleft,  and  which  alfo 
may  be  known  by  them  which  havp  it:  and  therefore 
mall  not  fpeak  of  fanaification  at  large,  which  is  the 
change  of  the  whole  man  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  where¬ 
by  he  is  feparated  from  fin,  and  fin  mortified  in  him ; 
and  by  the  hie  oi  Chrift,  whereby  he  is  dedicated  unto 
Chrilt,  and  lives  his  life.  But  1  lhall  treat  of  it  now, 
io  »ar  forth  eipecially  as  this  change  may  be  known  bv 
it ;  and  therefore  I  oppofe  it  to  felf-feeking. 

% isftion .  But  why  do  you  oppofe  fanaification  to 
felf-feeking? 

Anfwer  i.  Became  this  fanaification,  I  now  foe&k 
or  it  to  tar  forth  as  it  may  be  (een;  now  it  is  feen  here 
chiefly,  becaufe  it  may  be  laid,  here  it  is:  but  hypo¬ 
crites  have  a  change:  Wherein  may  it  be  known  to  be 
different  from  theirs?  Why,  the  change  of  the  heart 
chiefly  appears  in  the  change  of  the  utmoll  end. 

2.  Becaufe  as  the  pollution  of  the  whole  man,  and 
all  his  a&ions,  civil,  moral  and  religious,  confift  chief¬ 
ly,  and  appear  in  this  felf-feeking,  or  making  ourfelves 
our  utnioil  end.  Ihis  makes  the  ntofi  glorious  actions 
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vile,  and  {tains  them  all.  So  the  fanftification  of  a 
man  conllfts  chiefly,  and  appears  in  making  the  Lord 
our  utmolt  end  in  all  we  do:  So  that  though  the  ac¬ 
tions  be  never  lb  mean  and  poor,  yet  this  puts  a  glory 
and  luftre  on  them,  and  is  the  crown  of  them,  even  of 
the  “  giving  of  a  cup  of  cold  water,”  Matth.  vi.  22. 
“  If  thy  eye  be  {ingle.”  Look  therefore,  as  before  the 
Lord  ju  ftifies  the  foul,  every  man  living  leeks  hi  rule  If 
as  his  lait  end  and  good;  and  out  of  this  captivity  no 
power  can  redeeem  them,  Dan.  iv.  3°*  Oen.  xi.  4. 
So  after  it,  the  Lord  landtifies  the  foul  with  fuch  a 
meafure  of  his  grace,  as  makes  the  Lord  his  utmoft  end : 
And  this  no  other  have. 

Let  me  therefore  fiiew  you  what  this  fandtincation  is 
'more  fully,  and  that  with  all  the  chief  ingredients  in  it, 
that  fo  it  may  be  the  better  known. 

It  is  the  renovation  of  the  whole  man,  appearing  in 
the  change  of  a  man’s  utmofi  end.  But  more  parti¬ 
cularly, 

It  is  that  work  of  t!«e  Spirit  in  the  foul,  whereby  the 
foul  beholding  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  feeling  his  love, 
hereupon  clofeth  with  the  whole  will  of  Chrift,  and 
feeketh  to  pleafe  him,  as  his  happinefs  and  utmolt  end. 

For  look,  as  in  felf-feeking  there  are  four  things : 

1.  A  man  beholds  himfelf,  and  feme  good  in  him- 
felf. 

2.  Loves  himfelf  abundantly. 

3.  Pleafe th  his  own  will. 

4.  Doth  this  as  his  utmolt  and  haft  end.  So  here  in 
this  defeription  of  fandtification,  which  1  oppofe  chiefly 
to  lelf-corruption,  are  four  things. 

1.  The  foul  beholds  the  Lord  in  all  his  glory,  fee- 

O  J  7 

ing  of  him  prefent  with  him  in  all  his  glory,  and  fet 
before  him,  Plal.  xvi.  8.  For  this  is  one  necefiary 
ingredient  to  his  fandtification  and  feeking  the  Lord 
as  his  utmolt  end.  For  why  doth  a  man  feek  him¬ 
felf?  He  fees  feme  glory  and  good  in  himfelf,  none 

in 
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in  the  Lord.  And  hence  we  fay  of  font  e  men,  vvhofe 
pride  fpoils  their  parts,  they  know  themfelves  too  well, 
and  hence  laint.s,  wnen  they  lee  their  own  vilenel's, 
and  fee  the  Lord,  they  are  fo  far  from  feeking,  as  that 
tney  tothe  themlelves.  1  herelore  when  the  Lord  re¬ 
veals  himfelf  to  the  foul  in  his  glory,  this  makes  them 
leek  him  and  not  themfelves,  i  Cor.  i.  ?0.  “  Ciirifl 
“  is  made  wiklom,  righteoufnefs,  &=.  that* all  mivht 
“  Slot7  in  h'im.”  For  this  is  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and 
the  fir  It  principle  of  feeking  the  Lord,  the  foul  fees 
his  good  laid  up  in  the  Lord  more  than  in  himfelf; 
nay,  wholly  in  the  Lord,  not  at  all  in  himfelf.  His 
wil'dom  is  in  him,  he  cannot  but  wilder  till  utterly  loft 
without  him.  His  righteoufnefs -is  in  him,  he  could 
never  have  one  fin  pardoned  by  angels  hoiinefs  with¬ 
out  him.  His  fanctification  is  in  him,  he  could  not 
have  the  lea.t  thought  nor  defire,  bat  the  Lord  mult 
work  it  in  him.  His  redemption  13  in  him,  there 
could  not  be  freedom  one  hour  from  unknown  evils 
but  by  him.  Hence  feeing  j^ira  fuch  an  one,  he 
fi.eks  him.  w h y  do  men  feek  men,  efpecially  if 

great?  Why  do  men  defire  to  fiand  before  princes, 
and  pleafe  them,  fo  that  they  will  not  gladly  oiler  them 
the  leall  diftafie  ?  Becaufe  they  fee  them  before  them, 
beholding  of  them,  apt  to  be  angry,  if  difpleafed  ;  and 
their  greatnefs  awes  them.  So  here.  Why  is  not 
the  Lord  Jefus  pleafed  i  He  is  not  feen  in  his  glory, 
nor  made  really  prefent ;  and  hence,  Rev.  v.  12,  1;. 
When  they  law  him  “  on  his  throne,  they  caft  down 
“  their  crowns,  and  gave  him  glory.” 

2.  The  foul  alio  feels  his  love,  and  fo  abundantly 
loves  him'again.  For  how  come  men  to  feek  them¬ 
felves  in  every  thing,  and  they  cannot  but  do  it  ?  it 
is  becaufe  they  love  themfelves,  and  that  abundantly 
neceflarily,  as  fire  burns  ;  fo,  though  they  burn  fo  hot 
in  this  love,  that  at  lait  they  confume  themfelves.  So 
how  do  any,  can  any  feek  the  Lord  ?  We  know  the 
apollle  faith,  x  Cor.  xiii.  5.  “  Love  feeks  not  her 
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u  own.”  When  the  Sun  hath  put  out  this  fire  of 
our  felf-love,  when  the  fenfe  of  the  Lord’s  love  hath 
kindled  that  love  to  the  Lord  again,  as  that  it  abun¬ 
dantly  loves  Chrift,  now  it  will  leek  the  things  of 
Chrilt,  and  not  its  own  things.  And  as  there  is  abun¬ 
dance  of  felf-love,  that  men  are  eaten  up  with  it;  lb 
there  mud  be  much  love,  which  mult  be  abundantly 
Hied  in  the  heart,  fo  as  to  eat  up  that;  arifing  from  the 
fenfe  of  the  Lord’s  love,  and  that  abundantly.  For 
many  a  man  comes  to  have  fome  good  will,  and  affec¬ 
tion,  and  love  to  the  Lord,  but  yet  never  comes  to  feek 
the  Lord  as  his  laft  end,  and  live  to  him.  Why?  Be- 
caufe  he  hath  not  tailed  abundantly  of  the  Lord’s  mer¬ 
cy,  grace,  and  love,  Pfal.  lxxxvi.  12,  13.  And  hence 
the  incomparable  fpirit  of  Paul,  “  1  leek  not  yours, 
V  but  you:”  Wherein?  In  being  “  willing  to  fpend.” 
But  lave  vourfeif  Paul:  Nay,  “  and  to  be  fpent;” 
With  much  ado :  nay,  tc  molt  gladly.”  Though  you 
love  me  not,  becaufe  I  love  you :  So  here,  though 
Chrilt  fliould  not  lovp,  ypt  he  is  worthy,  he  hath  done 
enough,  and  now  the  foul  will  not  only  do,  but  rejoice, 
nay,  in  fufferings;  becaufe  his  love  is  not  dropt,  but 
died  in  our  hearts.  And  hence  it  is  a  never-failing 
rule,  little  love  or  affurance  of  it,  little  feeking  the 
Lord;  much  afiurance,  much  feeking  him. 

3.  Hereupon  the  foul  clofeth  with  the  whole  will 
of  Chrilt,  and  pleafeth  it,  becaufe  it  pleafeth  him.  It 
is  with  every  man,  as  it  was  with  Sampfon,  he  would 
needs  have  a  wife  of  the  Phililtines ;  why  fo?  Judges 
xiv.  3.  Becaufe  “  file  pleafeth  me.”  So,  why  will 
men  feek  themfelves,  fave  themfelves,  love  themfelves, 
and  pleafe  their  own  wills?  becaufe  it  pleafeth  them. 
Look  therefore  as  the  foul  when  he  loved  himfelf,  did 
feek  to  pleafe  only  his  own  will  in  every  thing,  and 
it  is  good  becaufe  it  pleafeth  me;  fo  the  foul,  whole 
heart  is  now  indeared  to  Chrilt,  though  he  cannot 
perfectly  do  it  (that  is  in  heaven)  vet  he  feeks  to  give 
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the  whole  will  of  Ghrift  content,  becaufe  it  pleafeth 
Chriff.  And  this  is  that,  God  hath  fworn  his  people 
fliall  have,  Luke  i.  74,  75.  “  And  that  Chrilt  hath 
<£  delr^ered  us  from  all  our  enemies,5’  (for  the  great 
reafon  why  men  cleave  not  to  the  Lord,  and  pleafe, 
which  we  account  friends,  which  are  the  Lord’s  ene¬ 
mies,  fatan  and  World]  4C  to  ferve  him  without  fear,’5 
i .  e .  in  love,  and  “  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,”  i.  e. 
his  whole  will,  “  all  our  days.”  And  henceT  Eph*  v, 
8,  9.  “  They  were  darknefs,  but  now  are  light,”  by 
faith,  now  there  is  fanQdty,.-  “  walk  as  children  of 
14  light.”  Wherein  confills  that?  “  Proving  what  is 
“  acceptable  to  God.”  Hence,  Eph.  vi,  6.  They 
fliould  fk  pleafe  Chrilt,  doing  the  will  of  God  from 

the  heart.”  And  this  is  fo  neceffary,  that,  Gal.  i.  10. 
The  apoffle  faith,  <e  If  I  pleafe  men,”  e«  their  wills* 

I  am  not  Ghrifl’s.”  And  this  is  “  walking  worthy 
*c  of  the  Lord,  pleafing  him  in  all  things,”  and  this 
is  fruit,  the  end  of  the  tree  and  leaves  alfo,  and  differ¬ 
encing  a  tree  from  all  other,  that  be  beautiful,  but'bar- 
ten,  Cob  i.  1  a. 

Queftion*  But  why  do  you  make  this  to  confift  in 
pleafing  the  whole  will  of  Ghrift,  and  not  of  God  the 
Creator  ? 

Anfwer  1.  Becaufe  our  falsification  now  cannot 
pleafe  God  as  a  Creator,  though  it  may  pleafe  him  that 
is  the  Creator  in  Chrilt,  becaufe  only  perfect  holinefs 
can  pleafe  him, 

2.  Becaufe  Chrift  hath  pleafed  the  Father  by  the 
holinefs  of  himfelf :  now  this  being  done,  and  there¬ 
fore  God  having  put  all  things  into  his  hands,  having 
done  that  for  us,  we  are  to  give  content  to  him.  And 
herein  our  fanftification  is  differing  from  the  image 
Adam  had,  who  in  clofing  with  the  will  of  God,  look* 
ed  upon  him  as  a  Creator;  ours  rcfpefits  a  Redeemer, 
who  hath  bought  us  to  himfelf,  and  hence  we  are  to 
refpect  him  in  our  actions  now. 

Shieftion*'  But  why  doth  the  foul  clofe  with  the 
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fo  far  as  it  is  made 


whole  will  of  Ghrifi,  /.  e 
known? 

Anfwer.  Firfi,  becaufe  the  holinefs  of  Chrifl  here 
chiefly  difcovers  itfelf,  and  againft  this  a  carnal  heart 
will  difcover  itfelf.  For  Capernaumites  may  boalt  in, 
and  give  entertainment  to  the  perlon  of  Chrifl,  but 
when  they  come  to  repent  (which  was  one  part  of  his 
will)  that  they  did  not,  that  they  would  not:  “  Woe 
“  therefore  to  thee  Capernaum  as  many  will  dole 
with  Chrifl  for  pardon  of  fin,  and  lay  their  facks  on 
him,  but  you  mult  burden  yourfelves  with  them,  or 
the  Lord  will  never  eafe  you  of  them.  O  no,  and 
hence  they  have  light  forrow  for  fin;  many  will  em¬ 
brace  the  comforts  of  Chrifl,  and  love  of  Chrifl,  and 
this  joys  them,  yet  the  will  of  Chrifl  that  is  wearifome 
to  them,  Rom.  viii.  8.  They  will  pick  and  chufe. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  this  difcovers  a  deep  ditch  of 
deceit  in  the  heart  :  many  take  up  fome  duties,  and 
why  do  they  do  them  ?  Becaufe  they  pleafe  the  Lord, 
and  the  Lord  commands,  and  for  his  fake,  when  in¬ 
deed  it  is  to  pleafe  themfelves:  for  in  other  things 
they  care  not  whether  they  pleafe  the  Lord  or  no. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  this  doling  with  his  whole  will, 

only  gives  the  Lord  content:  as  it  is  not  the  firings,  or 

finking  upon  one  firing  that  makes  the  mufic,  but 

ftriking  on  them  all  according  to  rule.  So  here:  and 

hence  when  they  facrificed  and  obferved  new  moons, 

Ifa.  i.  14.  “  Who  hath  required  thefe  things  at  your 

“  hands?'”  Hence  when  the  people  begin  to  put  the 

Lord  off  with  mean  performances,  any  common  fiuff, 

the  Lord  takes  fiate  upon  him,  and  faith,  he  is  a 

king,  Mai.  i.  14.  and  9,  40.  “  I  have  no  pleafure  in 

44  vOu.” 
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'  Fourthly,  Becaufe  this  only  will  give  peace;  and 
therefore  let  any  man  begin  to  pick  and  chufe,  and 
his  heart  die  to  the  Lord’s  will,  if  Jonah-like  he  will 
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flie  from  any  way  of  the  Lord’s  and  continue  there,  he 
ihcill  have  llorrns:  and  hence,  i  John  ii.  3,  4,  5, 
"  Hereby  we  know  him,”  he. 

4.  He  clofeth  with  the  whole  will  of  the  Lord,  as 
his  happinefs  and  utmod  end;  as  a  man  made  himfelf 
his  lad  e  1  id  be  1  ore,  and  defired  God  and  Ohrid  only  to 
keep  his  fores  from  aking,  for  fo  I  look  upon  all  men 
made  up  of  wants;  if  the  body  ake  with  cold,  ftomach 
with  hunger,  head  for  want  of  fleep,  confcience  for  fm, 

'  happinefs  lies  in  the  eafmg  hereof,  and  here  lies 
their  bills.  So  now  the  foul  makes  the  life  of  the  Lord 
iis  happinefs,  to  live  unto  him,  Gab  ii,  10.  He  makes 
it  his  meat  and.  drink  to  do  the  Lord’s  will;  for  Jehu 
fought  the  Lord,  but  his  lad  end  was  himfelf,  as  John 
xvi.  2.  “  A  man  may  kill,  and  think  he  doth  God 
good  fervice,”  but  that  is  not  his  lad  end;  a  carnal 
heart  may  crofs  his  own  will,  but  not  his  own  utmod 
end,  as  Judas:  a  man  may  feek  the  Lord  with  delight, 
and  follow  the  ordinances,  and  fad,  and  pray,  but 
himfelf  is  his  end  dill,  Zech.  vii.  5,  6.— Ifa.  Ivin.  4,  5. 
As  a  man  that  goes  to  a  city,  he  will  do  your  bufmefs, 
but  he > would  not  go,  unlefs  he  had  his  own  ends  to, 
bring  about  there.  But  thofe  that  are  truly  fanftified, 
make  the  Lord  their  lad  end  and  happinefs.  It  is  not 
only  good  to  do  the  Lord’s'  will,  (for  thus  men  may 
feek  the  Lord)  as  thinking  it  good  fo  to  do,  but  as 
their  bleffednefs,  elfe  it  is  not  their  lad  end,  and  fo-not 
fought  as  their  lad  end;  and  fo  it  is  with  the  fouh 
As  a  river  runs  to  the  lea,  many  fprings  run  into  it, 
and  it  carries  them  down  all  into  it;  fo  there  are  ma¬ 
ny  occafions,  hinderances,  bufinefles,  yet  it  carries  them 
all  down  with  it,  even  the  more  violently,  the  more 
it  is  hindered,  Pfal.  cxix.  126,  127.  “  Therefore  love 
“  I  them  above  gold.”'  And  this  exprelfeth  itfelf  in 
three  things: 

'O 

1.  In  admiring  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  his  will 
and  ways,  and  accounting  them  happy  men,  and  blef- 

fed, 


► 
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fed,  that  thus  can  and  do  live.  For  fo  me  time  the  foul  is 
decayed  and  fallen  from  this,  or  lick,  and  weak,  now 
it  accounts  them  happy,  that  have  health  and  ilrengtn 

to  walk  abroad,  Pial.  i.  i,  2. 

2.  In  being  never  at  re  It  in  his  mind,  until  now  tha<. 
he  comes  to  this  :  for  therein  a  man’s  making  any 
thing  Ids  lalt  end  appears;  as  he  made  his  goods  his 
la  ft  end,  Luke  xii.  19.  Now  therefore  my  foul  be  at 
reft,  for  there  is  no  leeing  the  Lord  but  felt-leeking 
hinders:  now  though  it  be  thus  yet,  do  I  make  my~ 
felf  my  laft  end?  then  my  mind  would  be  at  reft:  but 
if  latisfied,  it  is  not  at  reft  till  now :  and  hence  Paul, 
when  he  had  run  this  race,  now  you  lee  him  leaning 
upon  his  pillow,  2  Tim.  iv.  6,  7*  And  hence  faints 
are  loth  to  die  and  be  bleffed  in  heaven,  becaufe  they 
have  done  fo  little  work  as  yet;  little  do  the  laints  lor 
the  Lord  many  times,  yet  their  hearts  are  upright:  for 
what  mourn  they  for  lo  much  as  this,  when  they  have 
looked  upon  it;  O  that  the  Lord  hath  been  a  loier  by 
them! 

.3.  It  carries  the  foul  through  all  difficulties,  with 
power  and  delight,  Prov.  x.  29.  44  The  way  of  the 

“  Lord  is  ftrength  to  the  righteous,  and  joy.”  Rom. 
vii.  22.  44  I  do  delight  in  the  law  of  God,  in  the  inner 
44  man.”  Other  nations  walk  44  in  the  name  of  their 
*4  gods,  we  in  ours,”  Micah  iv.  5.  As  when  wealth 
or  honour  is  a  man’s  utmoft  end,  with  what  violence 
are  men  carried  to  it;  and  hence  a  man  thinks  he 
hath  never  fuch  good  days  as  then,  when  he  can  do 
much  for  the  Lord;  and  hence  when  any  duty  is  to 
be  done,  when  fearful  to  do  it,  or  loth  to  perform  it, 
when  the  heart  is  dead,  yet  beholding  it  wit!)  a  fpiri- 
tual  eye,  that  this  gives  Jehovah  honour,  O  this  car-  , 
ries  the  foul  head  dong  even  into  miferies,  44  Not  my 
44  will,  but  thine  be  done.”  This  eafeth  the  heart, 
even  in  the  belly  of  hell,  and  in  times  of  the  deepeft 
defertion. 

To  this  fandtification  all  the  faints  do  come,  every 
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one  in  their  meafure;  and  if  ever  the  foul  tailed  the 
Loid  s  love,  or  ever  was  humbled  with  the  bitternefs 
of  lm  the  hr  11  voice  and  main  care  is ;  ««  Lord,  what 
•wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?”  Nay,  though  no  affur- 
ance,  and  it  cannot  joy  in  the  Lord’s  love,  yet  it  will 
m  the  Lord’s  will;  and  hence  when  it  hath  full  afliir 
ance,  yet  finding  inch  a  vile  heart,  if  God  Ihould  !ive 
u  heaven  with  Inch  a  heart,  it  would  be  death  :  &and 

hence,  when  he  thinks  of  going  to  hell,  yet  there  (faith 
he)  let  me  bleis  thee  !  v 


1.  his  fanelification  all  unfound  hearts  do  want;  much 

reformation,  much  affection,  many  duties,  but  their 

end  is  not  changed,  though  their  lives  be,  and  hearts 
ieem  to  be. 

1.  Becaufe  they  cannot-  love  the  Lord,  becaufe  the 
Lord  doth  never  iheb  his  love  into  their  hearts. 

2.  This  was  the  life  of  Chrift,  John  viii.'ao.  of 
which  life  they  that  are  dead  in  fin  never  have  one  adt, 
though  they  may  think  they  have. 

3.  I  his  is  tlie  end  of  our  election,  which  therefore 
an  nil  found  heai  t  may  as  loon  attain  to,  as  to  eledt,  or 
to  be  eledled  of  God,  Lph.  1.  4.  4t  holy  in  love.” 

T. his  may  eafily  be  known:  1.  Cannot  a  man  know 
when  he  is  happy?  2.  Cannot  Peter  tell  Chrift  that 
he  loves  him  ?  3*  Cannot  a  man  tell  whether  he  be  an 
hypocrite  cr  no?  bor  he  that  cannot  prove  his  utmoit 
,  end  is  changed,  mull  confefs  himfelf  an  hypocrite  yet, 
his  hear t  was  never  cnanged,  whatever  allurance  or 
peace  he  hath  had;  a  thing  is  never  good  till  it  ferves 
its  end  it  was  made  for. 

O  therefore  look  that  you  content  not  yourfelves 
with  reformation,  but  come  to  this;  elfe,  1.  You  lofe 
all  your  obedience,  the  Lord  regards  it  not,  the  Lord 
will  take  all  from  you?  as  velfels  that  are  made  to 
hold  wine,  and  they  cannot,  lay  them  bye,  “  the  Lord 
“  hath  no  pleafure  in  you,”  Mai.  i.  8,  9,  10.  2.  If 

you  do,  the  Lord  will  accept  your  pooreft  and  meaneft 
iervices:  Confider, 


1.  Chrift 
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x,  Chrift  cad  by  bis  robes,  being  privy  to  Ins  own 

worth,  to  become  obedient,  Phil.  ii.  6.  8. 

2.  His  infinite  wifdom  is  in  every  command,  thoug  i 

fbv  c«i’Tn3.1  realon  liiv^  it  not*  .  .  , 

His  infinite  love  for  thy  good,  though  thou  think- 

eft  it  is  for  thy  hurt.  ,  n  . 

4  His  glory,  though  thou  gened  no  good  at  ah  ■  y 

it.  ‘  -  , 

SECT.  VI. 


^  ^  „  I  ' 

1  t 

VI.  F  U  UN  ESS  of  the  Spirit  of  glory,  in  the  room 

“  Whom  the  Lord  doth  juftify-,  thofe  he  doth  glori- 
“  fy,”  Rom.  viii.  30.  i.  e.  with  the  glory  rot  another 
world,  which  though  it  be  hid  for  a  time  from  others, 
and  fometimes  from  themfelves,  yet  they  do  partake 
of  it  now,  and  it  fhall  be  revealed  upon  them  another 
day,  1  Peter  v.  1.  Now,  though  hypocrites  may  tahe 
of  the  word;  nay,  of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come, 
yet  they  fall  fhort  of  this  meafure  of  glory.  And  i  lay, 
this  fills  them  in  the  room  ol  this  world.  t 

Sltteftion.  How'  are  men  lull  ot  the  world,  and  what 

is  the  Spirit  of  glory? 

Anfver)  I  fhall  Ihew  this  in  three  conclufions. 

Conch  i.  That  the  full,  reft  and  peace  ol  the  foul 
is  to  be  found  onlv  in  the  prefence  of  God  Almigh¬ 
ty,  in  this  Being  of  beings.  Hfs  perfcdions  are  m 
himfelf,  and  hence*  he  keeps  a  perpetual  Sabbath  ot 
reft  in  himfelf:  in  this  reft  only  the  foul  or  mail 
can  find  reft,  Heb.  iv.  6.  10.— Pfal.  xvi.  11.  He  is 
the  journey’s  end  ot  all  a  man’s  labours,  and  life,  ai.u 
travels.  Hence,  John  xvii.  1 3.  When  Chrift’s  work 
was  ended,  now  I  come  not  to  heaven  lo  much  as  to 
thee.  And  hence,  when  Solomon  had  tired  out  him- 
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[fflnd!'dltlTr1S  thrOUSh  311  the  thinSS  °f  this  world, 

,  ’  relurns  empty  and  crying  home,  and 

MUS  SSLS  ‘“",S  “P  “S  «>“*  *“-<*•  *•  -  He 

1.  A  man  gathered  to  the  church,  to  be  as  near  God 

ns  he  can.  » 

2.  “  The  Son  of  David,”  to  whom  the  promifes 

were  made.  1 

,  |"CLthcn’  ,3”  “  K'nSs  of  Jerufalem,”  the  laft  and 
1  .  JIe.ls  that  houfe  and  home  of  his  people,  whdth- 
er  in  fleet, Dg ;  or  fettled  condition,  from  one  generation 
to  another,  P  al.  xc.  i  So  that  the  prophet  finding 

*  ,s  [°  be  rmoft  true>  1  %>  ftands  aftonifhed  at  men: 
and  becaufe  men  had  deaf  ears  here,  and  their  bellies 
could  not  hear,  he  cries  to  the  heavens  to  be  aftonifh- 
ed  at  this,  Jer.  n.  12,  13.  This  wine  the  Lord  puts 
under  his  lock  and  key;  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  earth, 
111  church  liberties,  you  may  foon  fee  this  temple  not 
one  one  left  on  another,  nor  in  heaven  fimply,  nor 
m  fellowlhip  of  angels;  only  it  is  in  the  Lord,  draw- 

ing  nigh  to  the  foul  in  thefe,  and  drawing  the  foul  at 
laft  near  to  himfelf  by  thefe. 

Cone/.  2.^  That  all  reprobates  being  eftranged  from 
Gpd,  and  God  from  them,  are  alfo  ftrangers  to  this 
re.t,  this  life  of  God,  this  life  of  glory,  Eph.  iv.  18. 
and  theiefore  feek  for  it  and  fuck  it  out  of  the  paps  of 
the  creature,  and  that  which  is  not  God.  And  thus' 
their  hearts  are  full  of  the  world,  Pl'al.  xvii.  14. 

Dull  they  eat,  and  upon  their  bellies  they  go,”  fhift 
for  it  where  they  will,  they  lhall  never  find  it  in  him: 
and  it  they  do  find  it  any  where  elfe  in  this  world, 

.  let  them  fill  themfelves  to  the  full,  for  they  have  their 
portion,  they  have  their  reward.  And  hence  they  do 
(all  unregenerate  men  living)  find  their  rell  in  fome- 
thing  out  of  God;  reft  to  their  confidences  in  duties, 
and  fomething  of  God ;  reft  to  their  hearts  in  fome 

creatures, 
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creatures,  either  unlawful  or  lawful,  Matth.  xxiv.  38. 
And  there  is  never  a  carnal  heart,  but  give  him  his 
imaginary  content  here,  and  he  would  delire  to  live 
here  as  an  exile  from  God,  and  to  be  without  him,, it 
there  were  no  hell,  no  plagues,  &c.  For  here  is  their 
treafure,  not  above;  here  are  thy  good  things:  and 
this  is  the  very  reafon  why  ,a  man  lives  without  God, 
nay  when  he  Hands  convinced  of  it,  nay  when  troubled 
with  thoughts  of  this,  and  no  duties  can  eafe  him,  be- 
caufe  fomething  out  of  God  is  his  bottom  to  itand  u- 
pon,  and  his  reft  and  peace ;  it  may  be  meat,  drink, 
health,  deep,  occafional  delights,  and  a  quiet  life. 
That  as  it  is  with  feamen,  they  can  endure  winds  and 
weather,  and  rent  fails,  and  torn  marts,  becaufe  they 
live  upon  that  trade,  another  will  not:  fo  it  is  here. 
Though  many  troubles  of  mind,  yet  they  ply  that  oar, 
it  is  their  living. 

ConcL  3.  That  all  thofe  whom  the  Lord  intends 
good  unto,  thofe  he  calls  in  time  out  of  this  world  in¬ 
to  his  eternal  glory  of  reft  and  peace,  out  of  this 
world  into  another.  And  -  as  their  hearts  were  filled 
with  another  world  before,  fo  their  hearts  are  filled 
with  the  glory  of  this  other  world  now,  John  xvii. 
14.  16. — 1  Peter  v.  10.  And  this  reft  and  peace  in 
God  is  the  glory  of  the  faints.  That  look  as  it  is  w7ith 
reprobates,  what  is  their  laft  and  great  w'oe  ?  2  Theff. 
xix.  “  It  is  feparation  from  the  Lord;”  fo  this  is  the 
great  glory  of  the  faints,  to  enter  into  him,  as  Moles 
did  into  the  cloud,  and  fo  to  reft  in  him.  “  I  go  to 
“  my  God  and  your  God.”  Hence  the  faints  are 
faid  to  u  fell  away  all  for  this  treafure,”  for  this 
pearl,  for  the  Lord:  and  fo  the  Lord  is  inftead  of  all, 
and  better  to  them  than  all  they  had  before.  They 
can  live  royally  upon  him,  having  but  one  thing  to 
look  to,  and  having  all  things  in  this  one  thing; 
and  more  royally  than  the  princes  of  the  world  can 
upon  their  lulls  and  earthly  treafures.  This  is  the  reft 
and  peace  the  faints  have,  Heb.  iv.  3.  “  They  that 

u  believe 
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“  believe  do  enter  into  reft.”  God  calls  them  out  of 
the  world  by  feme  bitternefs  of  it,  or  by  feme  cloying 
und  lut  leiting,  and  making  their  hearts  weary  of  the 
fweetnefs  thereof,  and  then  they  enter  into  glory.  The 
Lord  fees  nothing  can  fill  their  hearts  nor  flop  their 
cries,  but  him,  and  now  this  fea  of  glory  breaks  in  u- 
pon  them,  and  fills  their  hearts:  and  this  the  Lord 
doth  two  ways,  according  as  there  are  two  things  in 
that  good  that  fills  the  heart.  ° 

1.  Proportion. 

2.  Propriety. 

So  there  are  two  rays  of  eternal  glory  chiefly,  where¬ 
by  the  Lord  gives  full  reft  and  peace,  and  fo  glory  to 
his  people. 

i.  He  reveals  the  good  they  are  to  enjoy  in  another 
world,  in  its  full  proportion,  viz.  “  what  is  the  riches 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints,”  Eph.  i.  17,  18. 
For  no  good  fatisfies  till  it  is  known  in  its  greatnefs, 
though  yet  there  be  degrees  of  this.  For  we  fhall  fee 
many  Chriltians  have  affurance,  where  is  the  joy  of  it. 
Not  affected  with  it,  becaufe  he  knows  not  what  it  is 
at  that  time.  At  another  time  his  heart  is  above  all 
the  world,  becaufe  he  fees  what  is  that  glory  the  faints 
have,  and  that  he  hath  it,  it  fwallows  him  up  and* 
confounds  him.  Why  me  Lord !  And  this  is  the 
reafon  why  the  faints  doubt,  whom  the  Lord  hath 
loofened  from  their  lulls  and  all  things  here.  What 
fo  vile,  and  all  that  mine?  And  this  is  the  reafon  why 
when  doubting,  fo  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  world 
that  doth  quiet  them,  nothing  from  God  that  doth 
eafe  them,  yet  their  hearts  are  fweetly  eafed  :  Their 
defires  are  after  him,  and  their  delights  in  his 
company ;  better  go  to  hell  thus,  than  in  my  fins;  and 
the  thoughts  of  the  Lord  are  fweet,  beGaiWe  he  hath 
and  doth  fecretiy  fill  their  hearts.  Something  they 
have  or  do  fee  in  him,  Ifa.  xxvi.  8.  And  hence  is 
the  reafon  of  the  forrows  oi  them,  when  their  hearts 
are  worll ;  now,  though  they  have  the  world,  yet  are 

not 


* 


I 


TEN  VIRGINS.  459 

not  at  red,  becaufe  they  have  and  do  fee  fomeihing 
of  this. 

2.  He  reveals  by  the  Spirit  and  light  of  glory,  that 
this  good  is  theirs,  their  property.  The  firft  gives  reft 
to  the  foul,  viz.  the  fpirit  of  viiion  incompletely.  This 
fpirit  of  faith,  whereby  the  foul  knows  ail  this  good  is 
mine,  this  gives  it  completely.  Now  the  New  Jeru- 
falem  is  come  down  from  heaven,  and  God  is  among 
men,  i  Peter  i.  8.  tor  if  a  Chriftian  fees  th^  great- 
nefs  of  this  glory,  but  not  as  his,  the  foul  will  never 
cleave  to  the  Lord  indeed,  nor  find  full  reft;  and  hence 
when  the  riches  of -God’s  grace  is  revealed,  and  the 
feaft  fet  before  them,  they  do  not  eat,  becaule  they  fear 
they  were  not  bidden.  Now  both  theie  give  lull  peace 
and  reft  to  the  foul,  when  the  foul  hath  the  Lord  Je¬ 
hovah  in  his  arms,  and  hence  he  cares  not  now  when 
death  comes:  O  it  fhall  be  a  welcome  day  to  them! 
And  hence  they  wifh  they  might  fin  no  more,  or  ceafe 
to  be.  And  hence  they  wifh  they  could  fet  even  the 
whole  world  a* wondering;  was  it  ever  heard,  fince  the 
world  began,  of  fuch  a  pattern  of  mercy  ?  It  is  true,  the 
Lord  indeed  keeps  his  fervants  for  a  time  under  much 
darknefs  and  doubts,  but  it  is  certain  even  in  the  mean- 
eft  faints,  this  light  is  fown  for  them,  and  “  joy  for  the 
“  upright  in  heart and  fome  work  there  is  for  the 
Lord  to  do  for  them,  and  then  he  keeps  a  Sabbath  of 
reft  in  them. 

But  have  not  many  hypocrites  their  joys, 
their  peace,  their  glory  ? 

Anf.  Yes,  they  have  fome  taftes  and  liken efs  to  this, 
but  want  this  indeed;  and  the  difference  appears  in 
three  particulars. 

i.  The  peace,  and  joy,  and  affurance  of  that  glory 
which  eye  never  faw  in  the  faints,  it  is  from  the  wit- 
nefs  of  the  Spirit  of  glory;  not  only  becaufe  that  God 
is  their  God,  but  becaufe  they  are  his  people.  It  is, 
I  fay,  from  the  witnefs  of  God  in  his  word,  not  from 

them- 
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themfelves,  nor  From  man  only  that  they  approve  me, 
nor  from  dreams  and  diabolical  breathings,  but  from 
>e  Spirit  of  God,  he  brings  tidings  of  it,  and  from 
luch-a  Spirit  (that  you  may  know  it)  that  not  only 
f.tews  you  God  is  your  God,  and  fo  you  rejoice  be¬ 
came  ot  this,  for  thus  it  is  with  many  a  carnal  heart, 
fn  ,  iatl1  Peace,  being  In  horror,  from  this,  the 
G  >rd  loves  me ;  but  he  makes  you  to  rejoice  becaufe 
}  ou  are  the  Lord  s  peoprn,  becaufe  he  hath  changed 
yowr  Heart,  mow  the  peace  is  found,  and  joy  is  great- 
and  here  I  would  try  the  peace  of  any  man,  God  hath 
witneffed  pardon  to  thee,  but  hath  he  f  he  wed  thee  thou 
art  his  .  It  lo,  be  thankful.  But  here  is  the  doubt, 
font  may  be  the  change  is  not  right.  And  hence 
thole  two  are  ever  joined  together,  Zech.  xiii.  g. 
Jo  m  xiv.  20,  21,  22.  Horror  lies  heavy,  hence  love 
is  Iweet;  fm  lies  heavy,  hence  this  witnefs,  they  are 

changed,  they  are  fubdued,  and  fhall  be  fo,  this  is 
fvveet  alfo. 

2.  The  reft  and  peace- the  faints  have,  it  is  not  only 
from  God,  but  in  him.  It  is  with  the  foul  as  with  a 
malefactor  imptiloned  and  condemned,  the  jailor  comes 
and  tells  him  that  he  hath  his  pardon  here  brought  him 
from  the  king:  How  (hall  it  be  proved  whether  it  be  a 
device  ol  his  own  brain  or  no  ?  Why  if  it  be  of  the 
jailor’s  own  deviling,  he  will  never  lead  him  before 
the  king,  but  from  him  he  lhall  be  carried:  But  if  the 
.meHenger  carry  him  before  the  king,  and  fets  him  down 
before  him,,  and  as  it  was  with  Jolepli,  his  prifon-gar- 
ments  are  put  off,  and  he  Hands  before  the  king,  and 
glories  in  his  prefence,  now  it  is  right.  So  many  have 
peace,  and  Satan  fets  them  at  liberty,  but  carries  them 
from  God.  But  when  there  is  a  witnefs  of  peace  from 
him,  and  then  you  Hand  before  him,  now  it  is  from 
heaven,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  7,  8.  There  is  peace  from  him  and 
peace  in  him,  Plal.  xxxvii.  4.  “  Delight  thyfelf  in  the 
“  Lord,  and  he  fhall  give  thee  the  defires  of  thy  heart.” 

T I  •  .  ♦  .  1  11  1  r»  .  - 
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When  it  is  thus,  all  you  defire  is  granted. 
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3,  The  peace  the  faints  have,  both  from  God  and 
in  God  fills  them  with  everlalling  content  and  peace, 
Iloim  xv.  13.  Ifa.  xi.  9.  “  Filled  with  the  knowledge 
“  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea.”  The  earth 
is  the  reft  of  the  waters,  and  the  waters  fill  all  its  emp¬ 
ty  place :  So  it  is  here,  the  foul  is  the  left  ol  the 
Lord,  Ifa.  xi.  10.  and  he  fills  their  empty  hearts. 
A  malefaftor  may  dream  he  is  before  the  king,  when 
he  hath  his  fetters  on  h,is  legs  ;  but  his  dream  feeds 
him  not,  but  when  he  awakes,  he  is  hungry .  And 
fo  it  is  with  many  a  carnal  heart  that  is  a-dream  for 
a  time,  but  he  meets  not  with  eternal  fatisfadtion, 
Plal.  lxv.  4.  and  Pfal.  xc.  14.  And  hence  men,  after 
they  have  had  their  peace,  grow  more  bold  to  fin,  and 
more  impenitent  in  fin,  and  more  worldly  than  ever 
before,  becaufe  they  have  not  everlalling  joy;  as 
thofe,  Ifa.  xxxv.  10.  “  Everlalling  joys  II 1  all  be  upon 
“  their  head”  (whereas  a  carnal  heart  that  hath  loon 
enough  of  God)  not  everlalling,  without  intermiflion 
of  joy,  for  they  mull  have  their  nights  and  tears,  as 
well  as  their  days  and  joys;  but  everlalling*  without 
decay  of  joy;  that  though  they  have  their  tears,  yet 
God  wipes  them  away;  there  is  nothing  elfe,  their 
joy,  their  peace,  and  fo  their  hearts  are  forever  fatis- 
fiecl  here.  As  C.hrift,  when  he  knew  it  was  “  finifh- 
“  ed,  now  he  gave  up  the  Ghoft  ;”  fo,  when  the  foul 
finds  he  is  come,  now  it  dies  to  the  world,  and  makes 
its  perpetual  abode  in  him.  Others  will  have  their 
carrion,  and  their  ftolen  w'aters,  how  clean  foever  they 
wipe  their  mouths.  1 

Objection.  1.  But  have  not  the  faints  many  forrows, 
reproaches,  perfecutions  ? 

* Anfwer .  Rom.  viii.  18.  “  They  are  not  worthy  the 
“  glory  to  be  revealed.”  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  “  They  work 
“  a  weight  of  glory,”  and  in  thefe  they  glory.  O  “  the 
“  Lord’s  love  is  Hied  in  their  hearts  !”  Rom.  v.  3.  5. 

\  Objection* 
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Objection.  2.  But  have  they  not  many  Ioffes,  and 
warns,  and  ffraits,  and  then  where  is  their  joy  ? 

Anf.  A  carnal  heart  he  murmurs  indeed,  and  finks, 
and  dies  away  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  here,  Hab.  iii.  17,  18. 
A  faint  takes  it  out  in  him,  in  the  Lord,  it  makes  all 
the  world  too  narrow  for  him.  Others  are  burnt  and 

con  fumed  m  the  fire,  but  fo  is  not  he  that  hath  the 
non  ol  God  with  him. 

Objection  3.  But  he  hath  many  fins  and  temptations; 
<c  i  Pet.  i.  5,  6,  7.  “  You  greatly  rejoice 

in  the  ialvation  referved  for  you,  though  now  your 

faita  hath  a  precious  trial,  by  manifold  temptati- 
“  ons.”  r 

OjeSlion  4.  But  are  not  the  hearts  of  the  faints 

taken  off  from  the  Lord,-  and  taken  up  with  other 
things  ? 

Anfwer.  No,  never  as  carnal  men’s  are,  Tit.  ii.  12. 

“  For  God’s  grace,  that  hath  appeared  to  them,  teach- 

eth  them  to  deny  worldly  lulls  as  we  deny  chil¬ 
dren  their  afking.  They  may  greedily  carry  the  foul 
by  fits  from  the  Lord,  but  he  denies  them  their  fill  in 
any  creature,  and  calls  them  all  to  come  up  hither.5’ 
He  denies  them,  as  we  do  beggars,  entrance  ;  and  if 
they  do  enter,  he  denies  them  lodging,  they  lhall  not 
have  good  looks  from  him.  .Every  vile  heart  hath 
either  a  proud,  or  worldly,  or  covetous  heart ;  and 
thefe  lulls  being  urgent  and  entreating  long,  be  cannot 
deny  them  the  bell  room  he  has.  O  it  is  the  woe  of 
men,  they  cannot  but  do  thus. 

But  thus  you  fee  this  world  is  call  out,  and  glory 
comes  in  to  all  faints  :  O  this  world  is  the  caufe  of  all 
,  fin. 

1.  Why  do  men  neglect  duties  in  fecret?  -  -  . 

2.  Sleep  at  meetings? 

3.  Though  fo  fair  abroad,  yet  paffionate  at  home, 
and  llorms  there  ? 

4.  Whence  are  wars  and  wranglings  about  rates  and 
lots?  O  this  world! 

c.  Whence 
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<-  Whence  apoflacy  ?  It  is  not  with  you  as  in  for¬ 
mer  times,  worf'e  now  than  in  perfecut.on ;  amlfer- 
mon-proof  now  ?  O  this  world!  Whence  is  hardneL 
of  heart?  O  fomething  of  the  world  eafeth  you .  And 
whence  is  it,  that  men  with  rich  flocks  and  goodly 
things,  are  wondred  at;  and  holme. s  and  walking 
with  God,  and  things  of  heaven  are  nothing.  O  this 
evil  world!  “O  adulterers  and  adultereffes,  know 
you  not  that  you  hate  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  you  . 
It  is  the  caufe  of  all  thy  fin;  but  lee  withal,  it  is  the 
caufe  of  all  thy  forrow  ;  heaven  and  the  glory  of  that 
would  enter,  but  for  it ;  but  that  it  cannot,  becauie 
thou  art  full  of  it:  O  poor  creatures,  take  your  iare- 
wel  quickely  of  it,  or  the  Lord  will  meet  with  you  lor 
it!  Cry  to  the  Lord,  Q  call  me  to  come  up  unto  thy- 
fc]f! 

Thus  you  fee  the  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  which  the 
faints  have;  and  therefore  that  conceit,  that  faints  have 
nothing  whereby  to  difcern  them,  let  it  forever  periih 

and  rot. 


SECT.  VII. 

Ufe  4.  Of  Exhortation.  1  AKE  heed  you  fall  not 
fliort  of  the  grace  of  God,  of  the  promile  and  Spirit 
of  grace,  Heb.  xii.  15.  O  get  oil  in  your  veffels  ! 
When  there  is  much  counterfeit  gold  abroad,  every 
man  will  have  his  fcales,'  and  not  only  look  and  rub, 
but  he  will  weigh  every  piece  he  takes:  was  there 
ever  more  counterfeits  abroad,  or  fuch  fimilitudes  of 
the  truth  ?  Infomuch  as  lome  in  their  opinions,  think 
it  impoflible,  others  in  their  praaices  find  it  hard  and 
very  difficult  to  diftinguifh  the  one  from  the  other, 
O  but  there  is  a  vaft  ditlance  and  difference!  As  ever 
you  look  for  mercy,  get  this  oil  in  your  veffel.  _  As 
ever  you  look  for  peace,  know  that  you  have  it  lu 
your  veffel.  I  am  perfwaded  that  there  is  never  a 

foul  that  follows  the  Lord  tremblingly  and  tenderly, 

but 
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but  w^n  he  hears  of  this,  fends  up  his  fighs,  good 
ord  let  me  not  fail  here;  better  never  had  had  thy 
name  in  my  forehead,  nor  affedion  in  my  heart,  than 
to  want  oil  in  my  veil'd:  and  I  am  perfwaded  he  trem¬ 
bles  to  think,  what  if  I  Ihould  peridt  at  the  lad  ?  And 
yet  how  many  never  have  ftrong  fears  of  failing  here 
tnat  have  mod  caufe  fo  to  do!  This  parable  is  direc- 
ted  to  virgin-churches  at  the  lad  period  of  the  decrep- 
id  world;  wherein  methinks  the  Lord  Jefus  fpeaks  un¬ 
to  his  people,  there  is  much  profeffion,  afieftion,  but 
U  take  heed  you  peridi  not  for  want  of  oil  in  your 
veiid.  Let  all  your  care  be  to  get  that,  and  fear  to 
want  that,  wherein  the  Lord  doth  anfwer  that  fear, 
and  quelbon,  and  thought  of  his  people:  O  what  if! 
lhould  perilh  at  lad?  Get  oil  in  your  velfels  then,  and 
11  the  Lord  Jelus  had  been  of  that  mind  that  there  are 
no  inherent  graces  in  the  faints,  or  fo  dim  they  can¬ 
not  be  known,  or  if  known  you  are  not  to  refpe&them 
as  any  figns,  but  to  look  lor  a  witnefs  of  grace  upon 
you,  or  out  of  you,  without  refpecting  or  looking  u- 
pon  grace  in  you,  he  would  never  have  recorded  this 
parable,  which  to  wile  virgins  is  to  prevent  thofe  con¬ 
ceits:  O  therefore  how  many  fall  diort  here,  and  re¬ 
gard  not  this ! 

1.  Some  fall  diort  here  by  trading  to,  and  omni- 
fying  Ci  (dm  ill  and  grace,  regarding  not  any  grace 
within;  they  feparate  thofe. things  from  one-ar,other 
which  God  hath  joined,  and  which  a  gracious  heart 
joins  one  to  another:  They  reljped  not  fanaification, 
faith  or  vocation,  they  look  to  Chrid,  and  .can  they 
honour  Clirill  enough  ?  Hence  profefs  they  that  regard 
thofe  things,  have  traded  to  their  frames  of  heart, 
and  they  lcoff  at  them  that  look  to  be  juftified  bv 
faith:  It  is  fuch  a  delufion  as.  is  likely  “  to  deceive 
“  (if  podible)  the  very  elea.”  Look  as  it  was  with 
the  Ilraelites,  1  Sam.  iv.  They  were  overthrown  in 
the  battle  of  the  Philidines;  but  what  is  the  caufe? 

“  O  fend  for  the  ark,  where  the  drength  and  prefence 
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a  of  God  was:’5  But  what  good  did  the  ark  do  them 
with  unhumbled  hearts,  that  looked  to  that,  and  tru li¬ 
ed  to  that,  but  mind  not  themlelves ;  and  hence  when 
Samuel  bids  them  “  turn  from  their  idols*  and  ferve 
“  the  Lord  only,”  now  they  do  it*;  fo  here. 

2.  Some  only  look  to  the  outfide,  like  thofe  that 
“  built  the  tombs  and  painted  the  fepulchres  of  the 

prophets:”  And  hence  if  they  be  inwardly  zealous 
for  external  order,  ceremony,  ordinances,  carriage  in 
garments,  fpeeches,  &c.  they  think  the  bitterneis  of 
jdeath  is  palt,  when  Agag-like  they  are  clad  with  fuch 
foft  raiment;  and  hence,  if  there  be  tranfgreffion  here, 
it  is  fad:  But  what  if  they  walk  with  unbroken  hearts? 
O  they  refpedl  not  this!  And  fo  their  care  being  taken 
up  in  trimming  and  making  the  vefiel  bright,  they  ne- 
gledt  to  get  oil  within.  < 

3.  Some  fall  fhort  here  by  thinking  this  thought,  that 
that  grace  which  is  inward  is  alfo  fmcere  and  unfeign¬ 
ed  ;  and  hence  do  not  judge  themfelves  prophane  nor 
civil,  becaufe  of  their  profeflion,  nor  yet  hypocrites  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  make  only  an  outward  fhew,  whenas 
..the  deepeft  hypocrify  lies  under*  much  inward  affettion 
many  times:  And  hence  they  take  every  fuch  work 
upon  trufi  without  weighing  it,  if  double  guilt,  and 
there  is  no  fhew  of  copper,  put  it  up,  never  enquiring 
where  the  bounds  of  truth  and  hypocrify  part  :  And 
hence  if  they  have  inward  comfort,  though  by  a  dream 
they  take  it:  If  upon  their  fick-beds  after  trouble  they 
have  had  peace,  they  take  it  on  trufi;  if  they  have  any 
promife  of  reft  and  peace,  or  feel  fome  defires,  love  to 
ordinances,  and  God’s  people;  they  take  hold  on  pro- 
miles,  and  trull  themlelves  without  trying,  without 
weighing:  Sudden  work  is  fuperficial. 

4.  Some  feel  a  want  of  thefe  things,  and  content 
themfelves  with  defires, ^  and  fo  never  come  to  be  in¬ 
deed  what  they  defire  to  be:  It  is  true,  faints  feel 
wants,  and  defire  lupply:  But,  1.  They  are  never  fa~ 
tisfied  till  it  is  fo  indeed  :  uT\ly  flefli  is  meat  indeed.’3 

G  g  2,  They 
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2-  They  are  humble  and  vile  in  their  own  eves  till 
the  Loid  help;  but  thefe,  like  Solomotfs  fluggard, 
“  deli  re  and  have  not;”  whereas  in  things  of  ieffer 
worth  they  will  not  do  fo,  they  will  not  only  delire, 
but  indeed  till  the  ground;  if  one  neglects  to  til! 
though  they  anfwer,  I  defire,  and  God  accepts  that! 
every  one  will  fay  he  is  deceived;  their  hunger  is 
tiieir  food;  they  build  the  fluggard’s  nelt  of  defire,  and 
tot  re  1st .  t )  therefore  take  heed  you  fall  not  Ihort  here? 
Take  heed  your  prayers  and  defires  prove  not  lazy  and 
unfaithful  meffengers,  which  you  fend  to  your  friends 
to  come  and  help  you,  and  they  go  half  way  and  no 
further,  and  never  bring  them  to  you  indeed.  O  there¬ 
fore  get  your  oil  in  your  veffels,  do  not  only  fear  the 
Lord,  “  fear  him  greatly,”  i  Sam.  xii.  18.  Do  not 
only  cleave  to  the  Lord,  but  with  the  whole  heart,  and 
cleave  to  him  only;  beg  this  of  the  Lord.  Look  as 
poor  people  when  they  come  fo  rich  men  that  have  full 
heaps,  do  fay,  let  me  have  full  meafure,  my  family  is 
poor,  and  charge  great:  So  here. 

Motive  i.  Confider  if  once  you  get  this,  it  will  ne¬ 
ver  die,  it  fhall  increafe  exceedingly:  It  is  a  treafure 
you  cannot  part  withal,  that  you  fhall  never  grow 
poor  with;  but  Luke  viii.  18.  “  From  him  that  hath 
“  not,  fhall  bg  taken  away  that  which  he  feemed  to 
“  have.”  O  many  a  one  faith,  I  fear  I  fhall  fall  at 
laff,  and  I  find  my  heart  fo  foon  cooled;  O  get  this, 
nothing  Avail  quench  it  again  ?  If  you  lay,  I  cannot 
keep  it,  I  fay,  it  fhall  keep  you,  Prov.  ii.  to,  n. 
Not  when  you  have  Chrilt  and  Spirit,  and  grace  in 
your  head,  nor  in  your  confcience  to  give  you  peace, 
but  in  your  heart;  and  when  nothing  is  fvveet  but  that, 
nothing  lies  between  your  heart  and  that;  it  fhall  now 
preferve  and  keep  thee,  it  fhall  follow  thee,  fill  thee, 
leal  thee,  live  with  thee,  go  to  heaven  with  thee, 

Mark  this  you  feeble  ones. 

Motive  2.  O  confider  what  a  fad  tiling  it  will  be  to 
thy  heart  to  mils  of,  and  lofe  the  Lord  at  lafl :  The 

fervants 
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fervants  in  Ifaac’s  family  did  not  mourn  fo  much  m, 
Efaa  when  the  bleffing  was  gone.  Why?  They  ne¬ 
ver  had  hope  of  it,  never  were  near  it.  He  was  fo 
long  in  the  field  that  the  "blefling  Was  gone  before  he 
came,  and  he  fold  it  away  lor  a  trifle  .  So  them  that, 
never  came  lo  near  the  Lord  and  his  bleffing,  nevet 
will  have  fiich  forrow,  efpecially  to  think  I  fold  it  a- 
way  for  a  trifle:  O,  thought  Elau,  that  I  had  come 
a  little  fooner,  &c.  When  Saul  went  to  Gilgal  to 
orifice,  1  Sam.  xiii.  xo.  “  Ke  (laid  feven  days,  and 
“  then  facrificed  before  the  Lord,”  but  then  his  doom 
was  pa  lied  by  Gcd:  And  it  is  laid  prefently  Samuel 
came;  O  if  he  had  Raid  a  little  longer!  So  you  will 
one  day  think,  I  fought  and  waited;  but  forfook  the 
Lord.  O  had  i  waited  one  day  more  I  had  been  well. 
This  is  the  reafon  why  the  hypocrite's  portion  is  heavi- 
eit  in  hell. 

Motive  3.  You  will  fay,  it  will  be  heavy  hereafter* 
but  not  now?-  Yes,  now  too,  if  you  do  confider  the 
Lord  Jefus  is  fo  full,  and  thou  not  to  have  one  drop 
of  that  which  is  laving,  even  when  you  come  .for  it; 
It  was  a  heavy  token  of  the  Lord’s  anger,  1  Sam* 
xiv.  17.  u  When  the  Lord  anfwered  not  all  that  day,’* 
(when  yet*  he  did  not  fpeak  bitter  things  againft  them) 
becaufe  he  did  ufe  to  do  it:  It  notes  the  anger  of  the 
Lord  Jefus;  as  a  man  that  hath  abundance  of  bread, 
and  yet  gives  not  any,  this  argues  he  is  very  angry  if 
he  continue  fo;  and  if  fo,  how  canll  thou  fleep  under 
it? 

Motive  4.  Confider,  elfe  the  Lord  will  try  you  ; 
God  hath  his  trying  times,  and  they  were  never  fent 
but  to  difcover  who  were  drofs,  who  were  gold,  and 
the  main  end  of  all  God’s  trials  is  to  difcover  this  truth 
that  I  now  am  prefling  upon  you.  Some  have  a  tiro- 
row  work,  and  now  the  trial  difcovers  the  truth,  as  in 
Abraham,  Heb.  xi.  17.  Some  have  fuperficial  work* 
and  they  fall  in  trial,  as  Saul,  and  it  doth  difcover  it 
was  but  aa  overly  work:  for  this  is  the  qiieftion  God 

G  g  2  makes: 
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makes:  Is  it  thorough  or  no?  I,  faith  s,carnal  heart  , 
yes,  laith  a  gracious  heart.  Hence  it  is.' ftrange  to  fee 
what  men  will  do  when  a  trial  comes.  A  man  main- 
tains  a  lint,  he  will  not  (new  it,  nor  defend  it,  Ire  fhall 
turn  to  be  of  lome  opinion  or  other,  and  the  corruption 
of  his  mind  fhall  lhew  the  corruption  of  his  heart :  a 
man  loaths  the  people  of  God,  but  he  faith  he  loves 
them;  now  this  (hail  be  a  fign :  time  lhall  come  that 
lome  of  them  lhall  be  matter  of  offence  to  him  and 
lhall  not  honour  him.  it  fhaf  try  him.  A  man  lothes 
ordinances,  he  faith  he  doth  not,  but  comes  to  the 
woid  a  end  to  enjoy  them.  lie  lhall  harm  plenty  of 
them,  and  fome  fad  Ioffes  with  them,  and  then  you 
lhall  fee  lie  furfeits  of  them,  never  quickened  by  them, 
to  lhew  the  work  was  but  overly.  A  man’s  heart  is 
above  God,  he  faith  he  is  content  to  be  at  the  Lord’s 
difpofak  let  him  do  any  thing  with  him,  this  comforts 
linn,  ine  Ural]  have  a  crols  wife,  or  lomething  that 
doth  not  pleafe  him,  and  now  his  heart  quarrels,  and 
thus  ne  lhah  b-  ti  led,  to  drew  it  was  but  overly  work, 
ivi_n  oefpiL  the  libeities  the  Lord  gives  them  ;  they 
fay  they  prize  them.  A  general  governor  lhall’ come 
''vita  pietences  of  religion  and  protection,  and  you  ihall 
fee  this  chaff  will  take  old  birds  now.  ■  O  therefore 

try  yourfelves  here,  and  be  lure  you  fall  not  lliort 
here. 

^iteftion.  What  means  are  there  to  be  ufed? 

Anf'aer  i.  Look  that  you  make  your  veffels  clear. 
It  hath  been  faid  of  old,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  truth  ftill 
that  the  Lord  will  never  fend  his  Spirit  to  dwell  m  an 
unclean  heart.  Doves  build  not  their  habitations  on 
dunghills.  God’s  Spirit  mud  come  as  an  efficient  to 
take  it  way,  but  not  as  an  inhabitant  to  dwell  in  an 
unclean  heart,  2  Tim.  ii.  19,  20,  21.  “  He  that  purg- 
“  eth  him  fell';”  he  doth  not  fay,  God  mud  do  all,  but 
he  under  God  fearcheth  and  purgeth,  he  lhall  be  a 
“  veffel  of  honour,”  if  from  thefe  things,  efpecially 
from  thole  fins  which  apodates  are  conquered  with,  of 
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which  he  there  fpeaks:  For  there  be  many  fins  a  man 
may  be  purged  from,  and  not  be  a  veffel  of  honour. 
But  what  are  the  fins  the  apoltates  periih  by,  maik 
them,  find  them  out,  one  by  pride,  another  by  hota, 
another  by  the  world,  <kc.  “  He  (hall  be  a  veffel  o 
“  honour.”  Men  fee  and  confefs,  but  make  not  work 
of  it  indeed,  the  old  heart  is  not  better,  you  conlume 
and  languilh  fill,  x  Cor.  ix.  26,  27.  “  I  beat  not  the 
“  air,”  i.  e.  I  lay  deadly  blows  upon  my  enemy,  and 
“  I  beat  down  my  body,  left,”  &c.  Overly  learch  of  fin, 
hath  made  overly  decay  of  fin,  and  hence  overly  grace  and 
affection.  As  a  man  hath  not  light,  nor  love,  nor  elleern 
enough,  becaufe  he  never  felt  his  wound  to  the  bottom. 
O  account  it  an  ineftimable  mercy,  vvhen  it  is  thus ; 
O  therefore  remember  the  rule  ot  tne  propnei,  Jer. 
iv.  3,4.  “  Sow  not  among  thorns,”  etc.  Many  mens 
profeffion  fprings  up,  but  withers,  never  comes  to 
perfection;  this  ground  is  not  ploughed,  or  it  fo,  ^not 
thoroughly  ploughed,  but  thorns  left  to  choak  it.  tv  ell 
faith  the  Lord,  look  to  yourfelves,  left  “  my  wrath 
“  break  out  like  fire;”  why  is  the  Lord  dreadful  here? 
O  becaufe  men  are  carclefs  here,  I  look  to  Chriit,  and 
my  defires  are  good,  and  I  pray  in  leciet,  and  I  ant 
much  changed,  &c. 

2.  Look  that  your  veffel  be  never  kept  empty; 
when  a  man  hath  no  grace,  and  fees  how  others  can 
pray  and  mount,  and  how  far  fhort  he  (alls  01  tnem, 
it  is  ealy  now  to  be  empty,  as  Saul  when  he  was  no^ 
king;  but  when  the  Lord  hath  given  fome  light  and 
affeCtion,  and  fome  comfort,  and  fome  reformation; 
now  a  man  grows  full  here.  Saints  do  for  Cod,  and 
carnal  hearts  do  fomething  likewife;  but  a  little  fills, 
them,  and  quiets  them,  and  fo  damns  them.  And  hence 
men,  at  the  firlt  work  upon  them,  are  very  diligent  in 
the  wfe  of  means,  but  after  that  they  be  brought  to 
negleCt  prayer,  fteep  out  fermons,  and  to  be  carelefs, 
faplefs,  livelefs,  who.  is  the  better  for  them:  Becaufe 
I  fay  that  now  they  have  got  fomething,  tlje  main 
work  is  wrought,  they  call  not  that  into  queftion,  and 
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fo  when  God  comes  to  reckon,  they  are  found  too 
!'ght\  O  therefore  keep  the  veffel  empty,  never  con¬ 
tent  thy  felt  with  any  meafure.  Hath  the  Lord  called 
thee  ?  Yes,  I  think  lo,  and  believe  fometimes  fo,  but 
I  am  afraid  I  may  at  lall  be  found  without  oil  in  my 
velTel :  be  then  every  day,  as  if  thou  wert  now  to  be¬ 
gin.  And  this  I  lay,  true  grace  as  it  comforts,  fo  it 
never  nils,  but  puts  an  edge  on  the  appetite;  more  of 
that  grace  Lord!  Thus,  Paul,  Pnil.  iii.  13,  I4.  Thus 
David,  “  Out  of  my  poverty  1  have  given,”  &c. 
i  Ohron.  xxix.  3.  17,  18. 

It  is  a  jure  way  never’ to  be  deceived  in  lighter 
Strokes  of  die  Spirit,  to  be  thankful  for  any,  but  to  be 
content  with  no  meafure  of  it,  and  this  cuts  the  thread 
cl  dilterence  between  a  fuperiicial  lighter  ftroke  of  the 
Spirit,  and- that  which  is  found. 

3.  Look  that  your  vefiel  be  not  broken,  nor  crack- 

ij’i  w^ien  Ij0rcl  pours  in,  it  runs  out  again, 

Heb.  ii.  1,  2.  —  Prov.  iv.  12,  13.  O  here  is  the  wound 
°l  many  a  man,  he  hath  many  afFebbons  in  word,  in 
ordinances,  and  tiiey  take  hold  on  hun  to  convince, 
l0  auect  him ,  but  he  takes  not  fall  hold  on  them,  he 
keeps  them  not  as  his  life,  with  thankfulnefs  for  ’any 
little,  and  with  watchfulnefs.  And  hence  a  man  is 
where  he  was,  dry  and  barren.  It  is  true,  the  Lord 
v.id  not  gi /e  that  out  01  an  ordinance  which  he  doth 
in  an  ordinance.  But  it  is  one  thing  to  have  it  loft 
out  of  thy  hands  and  the  Lord’s  hands  likewife,  ano¬ 
ther  thing  only  to  lofe  it  out  o'f  thy  hand.  It  is  one 
thing  for  the  Lord'  to  withdraw  it,  another  thing  for 
thee  to  fpend  it  away  by  the  prevailing  power  of  a  lull, 
viz.  either  the  world  without,  or  contempt  of  grace 
within ;  you  efteetn  it  not  as  your  life,  and  hence  leek 
not  to  keep  it,  you  will  lofe  the  oil  in  your  veffels. 
And  I  am  confident  this  is  one  reafon  why  a  man  lives 
long  under  means,  and  never  profits,  the  Lord  fees  if 
he  ftiould  pour  any  thing  into  the  heart,  it  would  be 
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loft.  He  takes  fall  hold  of  the  world  or  felf,  and  keeps 

that,  and  hence  all  runs  out  again. 

'  Loot  that  you  be  at  the  coll  to  get  th  s  oil  m 

wUb«  tie Unte -spat.  For  wethaUM 

the  reafon  why  mens  works  are  llifeit,  tieir  ' 

thetr  garments  why,  *ey  «U  ■«  be  at  the  eoh.^io 

mens  works  of  grace  is  lligi  *  rj7e 

1  be  at  the  colt.  They  find  a  want  ot  grace  and  p 

it,  and  would  fain  have  u,  but  u  lha  con 
they  will  not  be  at  the  coil  ot  their  time  Sometimes 
they  feek  the  Lord  in  an  ordinance,  but  what  n  he 
comes  not?  They  depart  from  him.  Sometimes 
pangs  and  fits,  when  the  Spirit  comes,  they  leek  W 
to  be  ever  fetking,  ever  carrying  ienie  ot  mi,  t  b 
much  time  and  trouble,  they  will  not  be  *c  the  c  " 
Some  affections  and  hearts  they  fpend  but  not  their 
whole  hearts  :  Hence  Chnft  exhorts,  O  ‘‘  ftrive.be- 
‘i  caufe  many  feek  and  are  never  able.  Look,tlm.  - 
fore,  as  it  was  with  Jonathan,  oau  ,  1 
laid,  «  he  ftiould  die.”  No,  the  people  laid,  Lotm, 
“  for  he  hath  wrought  with  God  this  day.  L°t  t  iac 
a  man  can  get  grace  by  his  own  flrength,  but  Col.  i.  29. 
“  1  drive  according  to  his  mighty  woiking.  P  y 

let  me  add  this,  be  at  colt  firtt  to  get  the  Lord  Je  us 
1  himielf :  as  Matth.  xiii.  33.  “  He  fold  ail  and  nought 
“  the  field;”  and  when  he  had  the  field,  now  he  had 
the  treafure  :  O  think  no  time  too  much,  no  lulls  too 
dear,  no  affeftions  too  much  for  him  (and  then  you 
have  all  things  with  him,  and  fhall  receive  life  hum 
him)  and  not  for  a  death,  but  for  a  living,  nien  Ghnit. 
Chriil  bellowed  gifts  on  Judas,  on  Saul;  but  whom  he 
bellowed  himfelf  upon,  thofe  never  wanted  any  thing, 
Pfal.  xxiii.  1.  But  here  I  might  take  up  a  dreadtul 
complaint;  O  that  men  content  themlelves  j»viih  col 
.  ours  and  tindlures  of  truth  and  Spirit,  otc.  ,  oon.e  na- 
turalifls  obferve,  that  brafs  would  be  gold,  it  tends  to 
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to  bring  iMo  Salon-  f  ^  t0  Conc°a  if>  and 
of  common  grace  °  ’  *°  4  13  WUh  the  %hter  ltrQkes 

,.\  ,  • 

•  c  H  A  P.  XXL  SECT.' I. 

■  ^  f“!"S  C"~  “  »“r„  ,f  „„ 

never  fail. 

°ifcrV“h"  4-  THA7  ,fcofe  of  th=  Spi* 

fels  or  fouls  of  the  fain  wherevv',th  thofe  heavenly  vef- 

of  »  eternal  „„„e  ‘  ^  «"*  are  and 

For  thus  the  wife  vifrnns  their  v^fTu 

on  y  filled,  but  the  oil  was  conflantlv  prelerwld^the1101 
and  continued  in  their  w-flLu  ved  m  them, 

groom.  It  is  true  thP'  i  ’  intl *  t,iey  met  the  bride- 

Of  the  Spirit  of  I  'le  '  v  7,,"’“!  m"-  ”**»*  •«. 

*»  4 1-  =Sr:r,te'" ' 

“  ;  ^  **  -fW.  was  JS  t 

SZ\Mr-  hT  rre  b-fWr 

“  the  fooliih  and  tld  .7 Is  3  thlr(J  difference  between 

grace  in  the  one  i  of  •V'rs™:  ’  Tta  Spirit  of 
the  other  nfo  „  ,  drng’  Wltherins  nature;  in 

•  ’  n  eternal  and  everlalling  nature  There 

an  eternal  excellency  llamped  21.  £ 

“  him  '”  no  oo„7.at7  at  1  lllali  7e  h7  he  in 

vi  0  ’  £  r  lS?  V,t  a  PsrPetual  Jiving  ipring.  Heb.  \ 

"\Lv  l!  "  'I,at  enlightened  and  talfed,  fe, 

away,  but  we  are  perfuaded  better  things  of  you  ’ 

The  faints  have  better  things,  which  do  nofcaufe  L 
accompany  falvation.  The  Lord  is  lb  far  from  fuVr 
ing^t  to  die,  as  that  he  will  add  to  it,  Luke  viii  Vs 
To  him  that  hath  ihall  b“  viven  ”  t-i  ’  i  , 

■ihe  milliard. feed,  ye,  it  M  fZ'i  ,Jr 

Z*x  ?  %  *?>”*'  l°kI  <4.  5* 

l  i  ore  fait!  n  n  new  Wine  is  in  the  duller, 

,  and  one  faith,  Deftroy  it  not,  for  a  bleffing  is  in  it, 
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«  fo  it  {hall  be  here.”  Nay,  though  it  be  not  fo  much 
as  feen,  yet  the  Lord  then  can  fee  it,  and  doth  then 
keep  It,  and  will  preferve  it,  Ifa.  xl.  29,  30,  31- 
Nay,  though  oppofed  and  refilled  by  temptation,  yet, 

1  Peter  i.  6,  7.  It  is  not  confumed,  but  tried,  that  it 
in  ay  be  to  glory  another  day,  notwithstanding  mani¬ 
fold  temptations.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  miracles  in 
the  world  to  preferve  it,  as  a  fpark  of  fire  in  a  lea  ot 
water  :  Nay,  though  it  feenis  to  a  man’s  feeling  to  be 
quite  quenched  and  put  out,  that  a  man  finds  no  more 
than  a  reprobate,  yet  the  feed  of  Ood  remains,  and  it 
will  break  out  again.  There  is  life  at  the  heart  and 
fap  at  the  root,  yet  the  Lord  will  bring  them  again. 
When  the  Lord  of  glory  was  crucified,  and  ail  the 
difciples  fled,  not  one  fpake  for  him,  none  durlt  con- 
fefs  him,  yet  the  Lord  returns  to  them,  and  they  a* 
gain  to  him. 

s'e  c  T.  II. 

$ 

Shirftion.  HoW  comes  it  to  be  thus  immortal  and 
of  an  eternal  nature? 

Anfkver  1.  It  is  not  only  in  regard  of  the  power  of 
grace  received,  though  it  were  perfect;  for  then  Adam 
had  not  fallen  from  it. 

2.  Nor  in  the  freedom  of  a  man  from  temptation;  for 
then  the  angels  had  not  fallen. 

3.  No  yet  in  the  power  of  a  man’s  own  watchful  nefs 
and  care  to  keep  it.  For  “  if  the  Lord  keep  not  the 
“  city,  the  watchmen  wake  but  in  vain.” 

4.  Nor  yet  in  the  power  of  any  means;  as  many 
think,  if  under  a  powerful  miniflry,  then  they  are  out 
of  danger.  It  is  not  in  Paul,  nor  Apollos,  but  in  the 
Lord.  Men  may  rejoice  in  John’s  mini  dry,  and  he 
affefted  with  it,  but  it  is  only  for  a  feafon.  But, 

I.  In  regard  of  the  eternal  election  and  purpcfe  of 
God.  T  heir  conflancy  in  the  Hate  of  grace  depends 
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tv  ^  I  '  ^  (1  II  |  ■  ^  ^  k ^  *  xxiv.  24. 

nofl  heff-!  |ia  fece've’  if  P°ffible,  the  eledt;”  but  it  is- 
not  poffible,  they  being  deft.  Wile  men  may  have 

t.ieu  brains  crazed,  and  Nebuchadnezzar-like,  theule 

°  [Cf0n  £on*».  but  the  Principle  of  reafon  continues, 
n<  1 ,  “  ,  of  It;  111  Ume  returns  again  ;  and  fo  it  is  in 

regard  ot  damning  delulions,  2  Tim.  ii.  10.  “  Hvme- 

neus  and  Phdetus  lell;”  hence  do  not  the  eledt  fall? 
jNo,  '  ror  that  foundation  remains  lure.  1.  The 
certainty  of  their  continuance  in  grace  is  built  upon  a 
oundation.  2.  Not  every  weak  one, >  but  a  firm 
foundation.  3  Not  a  foundation  of  man’s  laying,  but 

.  fs*  ,4-  Not  a  wavering  and  tottering,  but  hand¬ 
ing  foundation,  and  that  fealed  with  the  knowledge  of 
Ood,  “  1  he  Lord  knows  who  are  his,”  i.  e.  though 
name  men  fa!!,  that  one  cannot  tell  by  outward  ex- 
preliions  and  profefiion  who  are  the  Lord’s,  yet  “  The 

L°rd  knows  who  are  his,”  and  they  are  fealed  bv 
his  love  and  knowledge.  And  it  feems  this  is  the 
prime  caule  of  the  continuance  of  angels,  1  Tim.  v.  21. 
An. 1  election  being  tree,  lor  his  own  fake,  not  for 
their  lakes,  the  Lord  forefaw  ail  their  good  and  evil; 
hence  they  are  not  cut  off. 

-  IL  1,1  regard  of  the  faithfulnefs,  and  promife,  and 
covenant  ot  (rod’s  grace.  Adam  had  that  covenant: 

II  he  did  do,  he  lhould  live:  But  he  had  no  abfolute 
pio mile  lie  lhould  do,  or  continue  to  do;  but  the 
faithful  have;  and  hence  they  Hand,  not  by  the  llrength. 
of  grac-,  but  by  the  llrength  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 
And  hence  that  which  to  reafon  is  incredible,  to  na¬ 
ture  unpoifible,  is  brought  about  by  faith;  not  bv  vir¬ 
tue  of  any  power  of  a  promife.  God  hath  faid  it,  and 
faith  believes  it;  and  hence  Abraham’s  dead  body  be¬ 
gets,  and  Sarah’s  barren  womb  brings  forth  ifaac. 
Hence  through  all  the  word,  when  the  apoflle  perfwades 
himfelf  of  their  continual)  CC,  he  ever  puts  in  God’s 
faithfulnefs,  i  Cor.  i.  8,  9.  1  Thef.  v.  24.  2  Thef.  ‘ 
fence  j er.  xxxii,  40,  u  I  will  not  turn  away 
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“  from  them.”  Anfwei-.  True,  if  they  do  net  from 
the  Lord.  No,  but  “  they  fnall  not  turn  away  from 
“  me.”  Objection.  But  we  lee  many  do  fall.  Anfwer. 
But  if  he  doth,  he  Avail  not  be  broken,  but  taken  up 
ao-ain,  Pial.  xxxviii.  24.  Yea,  for  a  time  the  Lord  may 
do  thus.  But  will  this  continue,  having  hnned  a- 
gainlt  luch  mercy,  and  my  fm  being  now^  giea.er. 
Now  the  Lord  will  depart.  Anjwer.  1  Cor.  1.  8. 

“  Yea,  he  will  confirm  you  to  the  end.”  Yes,  it  may 
be  he  will,  as  he  hath  done,  while  I  am  out  ot  temp¬ 
tation  :  But  I  may  meet  with  it  before  1  die.  Anfwer. 

1  Cor.  x.  13.  “  He  will  not  fuffer  you  to  be  tempted 
“  above  meafure,”  Ike.  Yea,  it  I  was  inch  a  one  as 
Abraham  or  David,  that  had  luch  hearts,  and  did  the 
Lord  fo  much  honour.  Nay,  but,  lia.  Iv.  3.  “  even 
the  lure  mercies  of.David.”  This  is  the  faithffilneis 

of  God.  .  .  . 

III.  In  rega  rd  of  the  conftant  abode  of  the  Spirit  ot 

the  Lord  in  the  hearts  of  the  faints,  whereby  they  are 
kept,  John  x.  28.  “  None  can  pull  his  Iheep  out  of 

■  «<  {he  Father’s  hand.”  Look  as  the  firft  Adam  finning, 
conveys  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  death,  wlncii 
reigns  with  unconquerable  power  over  all  the  fons  of 
men;  fo  Chrilt  rifing,  conveys  that  grace  and  conftant. 
prefence  of  the  Spirit  which  reigns  to  eternal  life,  and 
carries  the  foul  through  all  difficulties,  Deut.  xxxiii.  27. 
“  The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge.”  Let  what  evils  pan 
come,  there  is  a  refuge:  Yea,  fo  long  as  1  can  Hand. 
But  what  if  I  fall  ?  “  Underneath  are  the  everlafting 
arms.”  Let  a  faint  fall  never  fo  low,  yet  God’s  ever- 
lafting  arms  are  Hill  lower;  wherever  he  falls  at  laft 
into  the  Lord’s  arms;  for  el le  it  was  impoffible  for  a- 
ny  foul  to  continue,  I  fa.  xlvi.  3,4.  “  From  the  womb 
“  to  the  hoary  head  1  will  carry  you.”  Saints,  when 
they  are  little,,  thintt  they  fhall  fall  at  laft,  and  when 
{Lengthened,  fear  if  they  live  till  old  age,  their  hearts 
and  fpirits  will  die;  yet  they  do  not.  But  how  comes 
this  about?  “  I  will  carry  you.”  And  hence  it  is  im¬ 
poffible 
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SSfLordW  fll°TU!d  CVer  diC  °r  Perifb>  no  ™re  than 
D,T  ,;  fi  p’  j0nn.,X1^  Ic>  So  that  if  God’s  pur- 

P?  r  '  ’  hlS  Promi!e  iure>  Spirit  able,  the  Spirit 
o<  hfe  and  grace  m  the  hearts  of  the  faithful,  11; ail  be 
Kept  even  to  eternity. 

k  i 

SECT.  Hi. 


C/f.  .I_^u.T  that  opinion,  that  the  graces  of  faints 
are  fading  and. mortal,  rot  and  die,  and  be  had  in  ever- 
a'  oeteflation  of  them  that  know  the  Lord. 

Bat  Wf-fe,e  how  niany  fali  off  and  fall  back, 
and  1  have  found  it  by  experience  fo. 

fn{'  ^he  ieecl  tiial  iS  cad  into  the  earth,  fir  ft  die? 
ana  then  fives  and  grows;  fo  no  fooner  doth  the  Lord 
hil  ms  mints,  but  there  is  much  fejf-confidence  in  it 
and  reltmg  in  it,  hence  it  dies,  yet  it  lives  and  crows 
ag-mn.  And  hence  the  Lord  keeps  his  people  poor, 

1[lC‘  .^nPl&lS  c:  their  own  weaknefs  as  long  as  they  live; 
TraL  1  it;  cj ti ice  dies  and  withers,  they  were  never  the 
Lord’s,  nor  never  had  one  drachm  of  grace,  x  John 

1  ^ , ,  V  ’C  Pe  tapen  away,  he  did  but  feern  to  have 
,K‘  ^  ”h!y  excellencies  in  men,  as  common  gifts 

be,  do  wither,  Ifa.  xl.  6,  7.  “  All  fleflx  is  grafs.”  But 
f)iants  m  God’s  orchard  never  lofe  their  greennefs 

though  plants  and  flowers  in  the  field  mav  Pfal  i 

“  Whofe  leaf  fliall  not  wither.”  J '  '  ° 

Objection.  But  this  may  make  men  fecure,  fay  the 
Arminians. 

Jnfwtr  x.  Nothing  puts  more  life  in  the  faints.  It 
v‘  0,dtl  link  them  e!(e,  if  it  were  not  thus,  as  when  the 
Lord  told  Joftnia.,  “  Wherever  thou  fetteft  thy  foot; 

“  rll0u  fhalc  profper,  not  a  man  able  to  Hand  againlt 
“  thee;”  this  puts  life  into  him. 

2.  j  hough  they  cannot  fall  quite  away,  yet  they 
may  fall  fp  as  to  lofe  the  fweetnefs  of  grace,  and  pre¬ 
tence  of  God.  It  a  man  fiiould  eat  too  much,  and  e- 

ver 
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ver  be  lick,  though  not  die  after  it;  or  if  one  fhoukl 
fall  and  break  his  bones,  though  he  doth  not  lo:e  his 
life:  Is  this  any  hope  for, any  to  rejoice ! 

w.  Though  they  cannot  wholly  drive  away  nor  oeat 
out  the  breath  of  the  Spirit,  yet  they  may  “  grieve  the 
“  Spirit,  by  which  they  are  fealed,”  Eph.  iv.  30. 
Which  is  more  fad  to  a  holy  heart  than  all  evils  in 
the  world  befide.  But  therefore  let  this  conceit  die 
and  peri  lb,  which  is  railed  up  by  Satan  to  difgrace  the 
image  of  God  and  Spirit  ol  grace  in  the  hearts  ot  the 
faithful ;  for  who  will  make  men  feek  after  periling 
things,  under  a  colour  of  making  men  feek  for  the 
Spirit?  It  is  to  refill  and  quench  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
them. 

»  €» 

SEC  T.  IV. 


UP  a.  It  may  comfort  the  hearts  of  the  faithful 
exceedingly  againft  fears  of  apotlacy,  when  they  fee 
great  cedars  fall,  how  fiiall  I  (land?  And  when  they 
hear  of  fome  temptation  that  may  be  hereafter,  then 
they  fear.  And  when  they  feel  the  evil  of  their  own 
hearts  (which  the  Lord  lets  them  feel  to  humble  them 
that  they  may  grow  lower,  and  fo  Hand  the  falter) 
they  fay,  I  fiiall  fall,  and  when  they  have  found  the 
Lord’s  prefence,  O  if  now  I  fhould  relaple  alter  this 
health! 

Slue  ft  ion.  How  (hall  I  know  whether  I  fiiall  ftand 
or  no? 

Anfwer .  It  is  not  difcernable  by  perfeverance,  but 
by  fomewhat  begun,  though  very  difficult  to  be  feen. 
As, 

1.  Obferve  God’s  feveral  and  various  difpenfations 
of  himfelf  and  his  grace  toward  thee,  whether  they 
iffue  from  his  everlalting  love  or  no;  for  if  fo.  then 
he  will  everlaftingly  keep  that  which  he  hath  given 
thee. 


^ueftion. 


478  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

Queftiott.  How  tball  I  know  that? 

Anfwer.  Look  as  that  ifl'ues  from  eternal  wrath,  that 
feparates  the  loul  from  God,  or  therein  it  is  expreft; 
fo  that  is  the  expreflion  of  eternal  love,  which  draws 
thee  to  God  in  Jefus  Chrid.  Obferve  therefore  the 
Lord’s  carriage,  doth  it  draw  thee  at  lad  to  him,  near¬ 
er  to  him  ;  and  lb  the  more  he  difpenfeth  of  himfelf, 
the  nearer  thou  art  brought  to  him  ;  here  is  tiie  expref- 
fion  ol  eternal  love,  and  the  Lord  will  keep  thee.  John 
vi.  37-  “  All  that  are  given  me  lira  11  come  to  me.” 
Let  the  Lord  give  his  Spirit,  though  but  little,  they 
grow  thankful.  O  he  is  come,  whom  I  thought  would 
never  have  returned  again  !  Let  him  deny  it,  this  keeps 
them  humble.  Let  the  Lord  difpenfe  himfelf  in  an  or¬ 
dinance,  they  love  him :  and  “  one  day  here,  better 
“  than  a  thoufand  elfewhere.”  Let  him  not  do  fo,  they 
feel  the  more  need  of  him.  Let  the  Lord  free  them 
from  temptations,  and  give  them  conqueft,  faith  now 
rejoiceth.  Let  them  fall  into  many  temptations,  their 
faith  grows  the  more  purified  than  ever.  Let  the 
Lord  give  them  outward  biddings,  they  grow  more 
vile  in  their  own  eyes,  “  lefs  than  the  lead,”  with  Ja¬ 
cob.  Let  the  Lord  deny  them,  llab.  iii.  i3.  they  re¬ 
joice  in  the  Lord.  They  get  good,  and  are  more  en¬ 
deared  to  the  Lord,  by  every  carriage  of  the  Lord’s, 
at  lead  in  the  id'ue  it  is  lb.  As  it  is  with  wicked  men, 
they  may  for  a  fit  be  affected,  and  return  to  the  Lord, 
but  in  the  ilTiie  they  forget  the  Lord,  fo  it  is  here 
contrarywile.  There  is  not  any  unregenerate  man, 
but  fomething  or  other  confumes  him.  The  wicked 
ever  are  like  chaff  driven  from  God.  Gold  that  is-of 
an  everlalling  nature,  keep  it,  beat  it,  burn  it,  you  can¬ 
not  confume,  but  only  purify  it;  it  is  not  fo  with  chaff. 
Let  the  Lord  give  him  tades  of  grace  and  joy,  it  e- 
flrangeth  his  foul  from  Chriil,  it  doth  not  bring  him 
near  to  Chrid. 

2.  Oblerve  whether  thou  doll  grow  out.  of,  and  live 
upon  an  everlalling  covenant  or  no,  Rom.  xi.  i. 

“  God 
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44  God  hath  not  call  off  his  people,  whom  he  fore- 
“  knew.”  Who  are  thole?  44  Children  of  the  promile,” 
Rom.  ix.  7,  8.  That  are  born  and  bred  of  the  promife 
or  whole  covenant  of  grace;  God  hath  treafured  up  all 
grace  in  Chriff,  laid  it  up  in  that  fto*e-houfe;  Chrift 
hath  dropped  it  in  his  promiles.  Now  when  the  loul 

is  rooted  in  the  covenant,  now  it  fliall  never  die  nor 

* 

periih.  As  it  is  with  lome  trees,  let  them  in  the 
ground,  they  will  grow,  if  they  have  lun  and  rain,  but 
die  at  laft:  take  another,  and  let  it  in  a  flock,  fo  that 
it  abides  there,  and  fetcheth  all  its  life  from  thence  by 
cleaving  to  it;  now  it  will  grow  and  become  a  flour- 
ilhing  branch.  Now  when  the  foul  grows  out  of  the 
covenant,  for  the  whole  benefit  of  it,  and  is  fully  fa- 
tisfied  with  it,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  4,  5.  As  take  a  foul  that 
feels  a  v/ant  of  all  the  benefits  of  the  covenant,  par¬ 
don,  peace,  life,  that  the  Spirit  is  ready  oft  to  fail* 
and  hath  no  affurance  it  fliall  have  any  part  of  that 
which  is  the  childrens  portion;  and  looks  upon  his  own 
unworthinels,  never  to  have  any  from  the  Lord,  yet 
it  looks  up  to  the  free  mercy  and  grace  that  made  it  to 
fome,  to  make  it  good  to  me,  and  fo  pleads  the  pro¬ 
mife,  and  fo  lays  itfelf  there,  and  there  relrs,  and  there 
looks,  and  here  fucks,  and  takes  root,  and  the  root 
fpreads  to  every  part  of  the  covenant.  The  Lord  hath 
now  rooted  the  foul  in  this  covenant,  and  it  hath  re¬ 
ceived  life  from  hence,  this  is  everla fling,  you  lliali 
continue.  And  when  the  foul  especially  is  like  a 
bough  blown  by  the  wind,  yet  it  Hands  faft  Hill.  If 
men  have  been  in  horrors,  and  then  fell  to  reforma¬ 
tion,  and  there  relied,  it  will  not  lali.  If  men  have 
had  fome  workings  and  actings  of  the  Spirit  upon 
them,  and  then  fay,  God  mull  do  all,  but  they  grow 
not  into  the  covenant,’  they  will  die;  but  here  though 
God  keeps  thee  fhort  and  naked,  and  thou  only  plead¬ 
ed  the  covenant,  thou  (halt  ftand.  If  you  plead  for 
pardon,  and  fome  good,  not  the  whole  good  of  the  co¬ 
venant,  you  Ihall  die  alfo.  If  you  grow  upon  fome 

diffempera 
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diftemper,  and  the  whole  heart  grow  not  upon  this, 
you  will  die  alio.  Look  as  it  is  with  a. man  that  builds, 
he  will  make  an  end  if  the  foundation  be  laid,  but  if 
not,  pull  it  down,  lo  here. 

3.  II  the  power  of  grace  received  and  aded  by  the 
Spirit,  hath  rifen  to  the  nature  of  fruits,  and  not  leaves 
otiiv,  John  XV.  ?.  And  that  is,  when  the  foul  receives 
ttiat  grace,  as  that  in  every  tiling  its  fcope  is  to  iivNe  to 
God,  to  give  his  heart  content.  For  fruit  is  the  end 
of  the  tree’s  grqvth,  and  leaves  and  fruit  is  not  for  the 
tree,  but  for  the  content  of  the  owner  of  it.  If  lb  the 
Lord  hath  undertaken  to  purge  thee,  though  there  be 
much  lelf-feeking  in  thee,  and,  he  hath  undertaken 
though  little  at  prelent,  to  make  thee  bear  more  fruit. 
Many  a  man  hath  much  affection  and  grace,  but  when 
he  hath  it,  what  is  it  but  leaves  to  adorn  and  beautify 
himfelf?  .But  he  lives  not  to  the  Lord?  another  mail 
will  live  to. the  Lord  in  what  he  does,  the  Lord  is  fo 
dear,  and  himfelf  fo  vile,  as  that  he  doth  thus, 

4.  If  you  pray  for  it  in  Chrifl’s  name.  Objett. 
Many  pray.  Anj f .  But  when  Gulin  11  and  you  pray  toge¬ 
ther,  you  will  {peed;  and  then  Chrill  prays  when  his 
Spirit  cries  at  the  throne  of  mercy,  then  himfelf  is  at 
the  throne^ of  Jufiice.  Andf  his  Spirit  cries  ;  1.  Not 
lor  an  unfit  perfon,  that. hath  feme  flight  change,  but 
for  his  laints,  whole  hearts  are  endeared  to  him  and 
his  whole  will.  2.  Not  for  an  evil  or  private  end, 
but  the  Lord’s.  3.  Not  coldly,  but  with  groans  un¬ 
utterable.  Is  it  thus  with  thee?  O  then  how  canfl 
thou  fall  !  Dolt  thou  fear  Satan?  Mat.  xvi.  18.  he  fliall 
not  prevail  againit  thee,  but  thou  fhalt  give  the  laft 
blow  and  wound.  Doll  thou  fear  the  world,  the  de¬ 
ceits  of?  Mat.  xxiv.  24.  (if  poffible  the  ele&)v? 
Doll  thou  fear  the  evil  or  good  things  of  it  ?  John 
jxvii.  13-  “  though  in  the  world,  yet  Chrifl  prays  you 
0  may  be  delivered  from  the  evil  of  it.”  Doft  thou 
fear  thy  fin,  that  will  feparate  ?  Anf.  Rom.  vi.  2. 

“  IIow  can  we  that  are  dead  live  any  longer  therein?” 

-It 
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It  is  ci .  fi rang,  but  a  wounded,  but  a  dying  enemy* 
Dolt  thou  fear  the  Lord,  thou  halt  walked  fo  unwor¬ 
thy  of  him  ?  “  He  will  not  break  the  bruited  reed  till 
“  judgment  come  to  victory,”  though  little,  though 
weak.  O  therefore  be  comforted  agaitlft  this  in  thele 
times,  which  are  apolbatical,  declining,  evil  days,  and 
blefs  the  Lord! 


Vfe  3 


SECT.  V, 

*lENCE  we  learn  what  verdiCc  to  pafs'  and 


give  in  concerning  thofe  men  that  decay  and  fall  off 
from  the  Lord.  Thev  never  had  oil  in  their  veffeh 
never  had  a  dram  of  grace  in  their  heart:  Thus, 
1  John  ii.  19.  “  If  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would 
“  doubtlefs  have  continued  with  us.”  It  feems  they 
were  fuch  men  which  were  fo  eminent  and  excellent, 
as  that  there  were  no  brands  nor  marks  upon  them  to 
give  notice  to  the  churches,  that  they  were  marked  out 
for  apoftacy,  but  were  only  difcovered  to  be  un found 
by  their  apoltacy  ;  and  this  was  argument  good  enough. 
Hence  Chrift,  when  fome  of  the  jews  began  to  believe 
in  him  with  a  temporary  faith,  John  viii.  13.  “  If  my 
“word  continue  in  you,  ye  are  my  difciples:”  as  if  he 
fliould  fay,  your  faith  is  a  fancy,  if  it  continue  not. 
Look  therefore  as  the  prophet  fa  id,  Zech.  i.  5.  “  Your4 
“prophets,  where  are  they  ?  Your  fathers,  where  are 
they?  9  So  fay  I  to  you;  your  tears,  your  tendernefs, 
your  groanings,  your  heart-breaking  prayers,  &c.  where 
are  they?  Is  it  with  them  as  with  fhips  that  are  funk 
and  wrecked,  fome  of  the  ribs  remain,  which  gives  von 
to  fee  and  fay.  There  was  a  fair  lhip,  but  it  is  funk  ?  1 
Tim.  i.  19.  “  Makefhipwreckof  confcience,”  andfolofe 
their  faith  alfo.  Some  men  for  a  time  feem  to  keep  a 
whole  conference,  wind  and  water- tide,  they  can  pafs 
through  many  llorms,  yet  at  laft  it  breaks,  and  when  that 
is  loft,  their  faith  is  loll  alfo.  Their  faith  before  God, 
and  confcience  before  men,  both  of  them  break. 

*  Numb,  VI.  II  h  Now 
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'  Now  there  are  two  iorts  of  apoflates  :  i .  Open  in 
mens  life,  wnofe  falls  are  like  the  fails  of  a  mighty 
tic.,  it  falls  with  nolle,  and  breaks*  down  all  the  un¬ 
der-wood:  So  their  falls  make  a  noife  in  all  the  coun¬ 
try  where  they  lived,  and  by  their  falls  feme  are  ffd- 
dec:,  otaet s  offended  and  damned".  2.  Secret,  when 
men  are  apoflates  in  heart;  Prov.  xiv.  14.  which  have 
ch 0 fen  fome  finful  ways,  Jer.  iii.  When  it  is  with 
men  as  it  was  with  Saul,  there  is  no  commendation 
of  him  but  this,  tuat  he  was  higher  by  the  head  and 
ilioulders  than  any  of  Ifrael  :  So  it  is  with  thefe,  in 

outward  profeffion  higher  than  others,  but  their  oil  is 
i'pent. 

Objedl.  But  do  not  many  of  the  faints  fall  openly 
and  fec'retiy?  , 

Anf.  True,  they  may  and’ do  fall  exceeding  greatly. 
But  as  Moles  prophelying  of  the  apoltacy  of  Ifrael 
after  his  death,  Deut.  xxxii.  29.  yet  it  is  faid,  it  is 
not  “  the  corruption,  nor  fpot  of  his  children.”  Deut. 
xxxii.  5.  There  is  a  great  difference  between  an  hy¬ 
pocrite’s  apoilacy  from  his  grace,  and  faints  from  theirs. 
It  is  one  thing  to  fall  from  branch  and  root  too,  another 
thing  only  for  the  branches  to  be  broken  off  and  the 
root  not  pulled  up,  Jude  12.  There  are  fome  apo- 
flacies  that  argue  there  was  never  a  dram  of  grace  in 
that  foul.  Saints  fall  down,  but  do  not  fall  away;  and 
of  fuch  apoftacies  as  argue  want  of  grace,  take  the 
following  dilcoveries. 

1.  When  a  man’s  riling  is  the  caufe  of  his  fall  (or 
feals  a  man  up  in  his  fall)  or  at  lead  the  caufe,  through 
his  corruption,  Ex-  gr .  Time  was,  a  man  lived  a  loofe, 
careleft,  carnal  life;  by  the  minidry  of  fome  word,  or 
reading  of  fome  book,  or  ffpeaking  with  fome  friend, 
he  comes  to  be  convinced  of  his  raifery  and  woeful 
condition,  and  fees  no  good,  nor  grace  in  himfelf,  he 
hath  been  ever  hitherto  deceived;  at  lad  he  comes  to 
get  fome  light,  fome  tade,  fome  forrows,  fome  heart 
to  ufe  the  means,  fome  comfort,  and  mercy,  and  hope 

of 
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of  life;  and  when  it  is  thus  with  him,  now  he  falls,  he 
grows  full  and  falls,  and  this  riling  is  the  caufe  of  his 
fall ;  his  light  is  darknefs  and  death  to  him,  and  grows 
to  a  form  ofknowldege:  his  riling  makes  him  fall  to 
formality,  and  then  to  pr'ophanenefs,  and  fo  his  tailing 
iatisfies  him,  his  forrows  empty  his  heart  of  furrow 
for  fin,  and  his  forrows  for  his  falls  harden  his  heart 
in  his  falls,  and  all  the  means  of  recovering  him  hard¬ 
en  him  ;  that  now  if  men  never  had  had  means,  even 
Sodom,  they  would  have  relented  before  now.  This 
is  a  fad  token  of  falling  away,  and  having  had  only 
lighter  work,  it  being  a  plain  evidence  that  at  their 
bell  they  were  filled  with  their  lulls,  becaufe  a  little 
light  and  affe&ion  latisfied  them,  which  is  now  turned 
by  the  power  of  their  lull  to  harden  them,  Ifa.  vi.  9. 
This  is  given  as  one  hire  fign  of  a  people  forfaken  of 
God,  when  “  in  feeing  they  fee  not,  and  they  hear- 
“  ,ing  hear  not.”  Look  as  it  is  in  difeafes,  if  the  phy- 
fic  and  meat  turns  to  be  poifon,  then  there  is  no  hope 
of  recovery,  a  man  is  fick  to  death  now.  I  he  faints 
little  meafure  makes  them  forget  what  is  behind,  Prov. 
iv.  18.  He  ilrines  “  brighter  and  brighter  till  perfect 
“  day.’*  So  that  let  him  fall,  he  cannot  be  quiet  there; 
butrwhen  he  remembers  from  whom  he  is  fallen,  if 
once  he  tafted  the  Lord,  this  will  fetch  him  again, 
and  make  him  reftlefs  till  he  return.  But  if  it  be  fo 
,  as  now  it  is  with  thefe,  then  the  cafe  is  woeful,  when 
there  is  fuch  a  plague  on  men  and  they  know  it  not. 

When  a  man  faith  to  himfelf,  as  the  glutton  Paid  to 
his  foul,  “  Take  thy  reft,  for  thou  haft  goods  laid 
“  up  for  many  years;”  io  thou  haft  repentance,  and 
grace,  and  peace  enough  for  many  years,  and  hence 
the  foul  takes  its  reft,  grows  fluggiih  and  negligent,  O 
if  you  die  in  this  cafe,  this  night  thy  foul  fhall  be  taken 
away  to  helL  -  , 

2.  If  when  men  fall  from  the  Lord,  and  they  rife 
up  only  in  ordinances,  but  fall  down  conftantly  out  oi 
ordinances  without  feeling,  A  carnal  heart  falls,  but 
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thinKS  himfelf  is  not  therefore  without  all 
becaufe  in  an  ordinance  his  heart  Lmetimes  is  affe£t- 
ed,  io  they  were,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  31.  The  prophet’s 
mmillry  was  fweet  to  them,  “  but  their  hearts  went 
“  after  their  covetoufnefs,”  their  hoes,  their  houfes 
their  lulls,  their  lots;  and  they  joy  in  the  prophet’ 
but  never  mourn  for  that,  A  precious  heart  alfo  falls’ 
out  of  ordinances,  but  he  feels  his  falls  :  Though  he 
falls  from  the  benefit  of  his  riling,  yet  not  from  the 
feeling  of  his  fall.  But  to  another  man,  the  fweet  he 
finds  in  ordinances,  is  but  mulie  to  his  meat,  Matth. 
vii.  20,  27.  “  Pie  that  heareth  my  words  and  doth  them 
“  not,  that  man’s  houfe  is  built  upon  fand,  which 
“  fa,ls  and  the  caufe  of  great  falis  is  this ;  Look 

as  it  is  with  corn-ground,  if  rain  falls  upon  that" 

though  it  be  long  before  any  ripe  fruit  comes;  yet  it 
makes  it  at  la  ft ,  come  to  feme  ripenefs:  But  if  it  falls 
eti  other  ground,  feed  is  fown  ‘there,  but  it  brings 
forth  briars;  though  it  drinks  in  rain,  it  is  nigh  to 

curling,  lleb.  vi,  7,  8.  Look  as  it  was  with  Saul, 

“  God  had  forfaken  him,”  1  Sam.  xvi.  14.  23.  and 
a  fpirit  of  Satan  came  upon  him,  vet  when' David 
played  with  his  harp,  it  Hilled  the  fpirit  in  him,  and 
a  Hefted  him  much  ;  it  did  not  call  out  the  fpirit,  fur 
when  he  had  clone  playing,  “  the  evil  fpirit  came  a- 
“  fDir>  upon  him.”  So  it  is  at  this  day,  a  man  is 
forfaken  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  haunted  with  an 
evil  fpi-it  of  pride,  world,  pafliui,  lull:,  libertinifm ; 
a  man  prays,  hears,  and  is  made  much  better;  it  is 
Hilled,  not  caft  out;  for  after  this  a  man  returns  to  his 
old  fpirit  again,  and  in  time  he  cannot  be  quieted  with 
preaching,  nor  praying,  no  more  than  he  could  with 
harping. 

3.  When  a  man  is  f,>  fallen,  as  that  lie  returns  not 
in  the  feafon  of  riling:  Look  as  it  is-with  trees  in  the 
winter,  their  leaves,  their  blolLms,  their  fruit,  their 
beauty  is  gone:  Is  it  then  dry,  and  barren,  -and  quite 
withered  and  curfed?  One  would  think  fo  for  the  pre- 
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Cent,  but  it  is  not  fo,  becauie  the  feafon  of  iruit  and 
leaves  is  not  now;  if  in  l'pring  and  fummer  it  ihoukl 
be  fo,  then  you  might  well  lulpect  it.  ihus,  Jet.  vui. 
5,  6/7,  8.  vet  they  laid  they  were  wife,  and  they  had 
law  and  ordinances  among  them  :  True,  yet  they  did 
not  know  their  feafon,  hence  fell  with  an  everlalting 
backfliding.  Hence,  Pla!.  i.  3,  4>  5-  “  Ihey  aie  like 
44  the  tree  planted  by  the  rivei  s  iiUe,  whicii  u-uis  111 

44  feafon.” 

e>uefi.  What,  and  when  is  this  icafon  ?  ,  • 

Auf.  I  cannot  tell  you  the  feafon  of  every  man,  but 
I  will  lhew  you  the  ufual  feafons  of  many  men. 

1 .  When  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  draws 
exceeding  near  unto  the  loul,  and  that  to  the  icviving 
of  others'-  Ifa.  lv.  6.  but  thy  heart  never  a  whit  the 
better,  nor  yet  much  troubled,  it  is  lo  bad.  "When 
Peter  falls,  a  look  recovers  him  ;  when  Ephefus  falls 
from  her  firft  love,  to  44  remember  from  whence  ilie 
44  is  fallen,”  is  enough  to  reftore  her  to  her  love  again. 
When  the  difciples  fell  after  Chrilt’s  death,  yet  when 
he  arofe  and  opened  the  fcripture,  their  hearts  burned 
within  them.  But  thou  half  had  Jefus  Chrift  opening 
the  riches  of  his  grace  from  heaven,  and  thou  hall 
heard  a  voice,  but  not  feen  the  fight,  the  glory  ot  the 
Lord  in  this  thy  day;  and  this  thou  hail  done  though 
the  fun  hath  come  to  his  full  height  fometime :  This 
is  thy  feafon;  gofpel,  and  Chrift,  and  promifes,  are 
grown  common  to  you,  &c.  As  it  was  with  tne  poffef- 
ed  man,  Matth.  xvii.  15.  44  The  devil  takes  him  oft, 
44  and  calls  him  into  the  water  and  fire;”  but  if  when 
he  comes  to  Chrift,  he  has  no  help,  the  Lord  be  mer¬ 
ciful  to  him  then  :  So  you  have  been  polfefTed  and  fal¬ 
len,  but  when  the  Lord  Jefus  comes,  he  calls  them 
out;  but  if  the  Lord  fpeaks,  enlightens,  and  cometh, 
laying,  Remember  me  whom  thou  haft  abided,  my 
wet  look,  my  watery  eyes,  and  my  iorrowiul  heart 
which  hail  broken,  here  is  all  my  love,  and  this 
prevails  not,  but,  thou  neither  rife  ft  nor  deli  re  ft  the 

Ii  h  3  -Lord 
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Lonl  to  raiie  thee  :  I  his  is  fad.  In  the  day  of  jubilee, 
be  a  fervant  then  lor  ever,  if  your  old  mailer  (till 
pleafetli  you;  efpecially  when  all  means  are  ufed* 

when  the  lait  of  a  courfe  of  phyfic  is  taken,  and  is  in¬ 
effectual. 

2.  When  the  Lord  is  ready  to  depart  from  the  foul. 
Sometimes  laints  do  not  melt  at  love,  but  the  Lord  de¬ 
parts,  no  tv  this  i  ecovers  them.  As  a  man  that  hath  a 
friend,  thougu  tiiey  grow  weary  of  their  company,  and 
they  begin  to  carry  away  divers  things,  yet  when  they 
come  to  take  their  leave  indeed,  now  they  recover,  and 
they  cannot  part  now.  Like  Jofeph  and  his  brethren, 
they  can  neithei  ot  tiiem  part.  Nicodemus  and  Jofeph 
cannot  contain,  but  cleave  to  Chrilt,  when  mod  for- 
Taken.  David,  when  God  “  hides  his  face,  is  trou- 
“  bled,”  Pfal.  xxx.  7.  It  is  with  faints  as  with  fick 
folk,  when  their  ficknefs  and  fores  come  to  their  height, 
now  they  break  and  recover,  Hof.  v.  15.  But  if  God’s 
departing  from  thee  makes  thee  more  vile,  it  makes 
thee  apollatize  from  him;  it  is  certain  thou  hadft  never 
life  then.  This  is  a  Saul’s  brand,  1  Sam.  xxviii.  Pie 
forfakes  the  Lord  and  goes  to  a  witch.  Never  faw 
you  yet  a  gracious  heart,  but  the  Lord  made  extremi¬ 
ty  fetch  him  in.  And  no  hirer  fign  of  an  ungracious 
heart,  than  to  have  this  blah  him  and  drive  him  from 
the  Lord,  Mai.  iii.  14.  A  man  hath  God’s  ordinances, 
he  finds  no  profit,  no  God,  no  Chrift,  his  affeftion  is 
loll,  and  now  he  forfakes  the  Lord.  O  when  Chrill 
is  a  rock  of  offence,  wo,  wo  to  that  foul!  Now  thou 
hall  neither  fummer  nor  winter  fruit.  O  look  to  thy 
i  a!  1  here! 

4-  -When  men  fo  fall  from  the  Lord,  as  that  their 
whole  hearts  make  choice  of,  and  are  efpoufed  to  fome 
lull,  wedded  to  fome  dillemper.  For  though  the  faints 
may  fall,  yet  never  to  another  lover;  for  they  cannot 
fall  into  any  fin  that  breaks  covenant  between  them 
and  the  Lord,  Hoi.  ii.  19.  When  men  make  choice 
of  any  thing  in  the  world  to  take  content  in  more  than 
♦  in 
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in  the  Lord,  or  together  with  the  Lord,  and  hence  de¬ 
fend  it  as  lawful,  and  are  fully  free  in  it;  there  was 
never  grace  there.  For  if  any  thing  cloth  give  the  faints 
content,  it  is  not  their  choice,  but  refufing:  but  you 
are  wedded  to  your  luft.  David  could  lay,  “  1  have 
“  chofen  thy  teftrmomes,  (0  foriake  me  not  utter  y  . 
Others  chute  fomewhat  elfe,  not  thee,  Piah  cxxv.  5. 

«  Thofe  that  walk  in  crooked  ways,  the  Lora  lhall 
u  kad  them  forth.”  This  is  given  as  a  black  mark  of 
men  that  are  broken  off  from  the  Lord,  Rom.  xi.  9. 

“  Let  their  table  become  a  fnare.”  W  hen  it  mnv  be 
no  unlawful  thing,  but  lawful  is  that  which  banes  them, 

2  Peter  ii.  22.  Sheep  may  fall  into  the  mire,  but  it 
they  lie  and  wallow  in  it,  it  is  a  fwine;  and  all  then 
excellencies  are  but  pearls  in  a  1  wine’s  inout. 

left.  But  when  doth  a  man  make  choice  or  it. 

Anf.  1.  When  a  man’s  heart  is  Pet  upon  a  luft,  and 
God  bleffeth  and  profpers  him  in  it.  When  God  fills 
the  “  backflider  in  heart  full  of  his  own  ways.”.  His 
heart  is  worldly,  and  he  thrives  in  it;  his  hcait  is  am¬ 
bitious,  and  he  hath  his  honour.  This  the  Lord  gives 
not  to  his  people,  but  fome  rod  or  other  upon  their 

backs,  Hof.  iv.  17.  “  Let  him,  alone.” 

2.  When  a  man  lies  long  iri  his  fall.  Saints  lie  not 

long:  I  limit  no  time,  but  when  day  after  cay  a  man 
lives  in  it,  Rom.  xi.  10.  “  Let  their  backs  be  bowed 
Li  down  alway.”  O  when  a  man’s  heai  t  and  back  is 
bowed  down  alway,  faints  are  under  Cnrift  s  caie. 

'i.  When  the  caufe  of  a  man’s  withering  is  a  wither¬ 
ing  root.  Trees  in  winter  calf  their  leaves  as  withered 
trees,  but  others  root  is  hurt.  It  the  branches  do  wi¬ 
ther,  yet  if  the  root  remain,  it  will  recover  again.  So 
the  laints  caff  their  leaf,  and  their  branches  wittier  in 
defertions  and  temptations,  but  tuey  preleive  them- 
felves  at  the  root.  But  why  do  others  wither.  It  is 
becauie  their  faith  withers,  Heb.  x.  39.  and  iii.  12.  14. 
Many  a  man  withers  becauie  of  his  lakh.  He  feels 
many  wants.  Why  lives  he  lor  Why  dies  he  in  beg- 

II  h  4  gary  ? 
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garv?  Why  fee  Mimh  ;;;  ,,v, 

-3S“S:S;'=? 

isa»S,r; 

uSiv  rtST  “ lal,e  ftil- bu. is  *J 

O  confider  tbefe  things!  No  grace;  what  no  graced 

.Irvo"0  e,'n°  Pe'1,  no'Sl,irit-  ™  Chrfft,  no 

humbler!0  n’T'n,her<: !  ^  “  now,  that  you  may  be 
,  id  moled,  and  fo  faved.  Vrp  unn  ,,011  c  n  r  '  , 

worfe  Hill,  Jer.  iii.  5,  6.  ‘  7  w  ‘ J  fali  worle  and 
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•  .NO  4'  A.1ENCE  fce  how  far  they  fall  limit  offav- 

Jhr'T*’  that,,lerve  the  Lord  by  fits  and  Harts  and 
of  Ihe  1  0HS  ff  °”  “O  ,1,eLurd-  a“d  “ts  nrncl. 

“er  ,al  01°“  7  g°.°d  “«*•  Pw  «.  not 

t.e.nal  graces  withering  grace  is  flourifliing  and  pro- 

b-ofaOft?  1  S'  ,-Ifd!e  b.V  tons 

b,  of  an  eternal,  conltant  nature;  that  is  not  the  I'pirit 
.0  grace  Which  accompanies  falyation,  which  is  alive 
y"ay  but  dead  to-morrow,  which  a  man  is  full  of  to¬ 
day,  but  quite  empty  to  morrow.  Hence  the  prophet 
cries  out,  IIol.  vi.  4,  5-  “  O  Ephraim  what  iliail  I  cb?” 

cat  more  means  can  I  ufe  for  thy  good?  Whv  do 
-e  not  get  good  by  means?  Yes,  but  «  thy  goodi’tefs 

„  y  n  tlie  ™orn.inS  dew>”  r°on  lickt  up  by  the  fun; 
and  like  a  cloud  which  paffeth  away,”  which  pro- 

tnifetu  much,  but  is  battered  again.  The  Lord  knows 

not  w.iat  to  do  with  luch  men;  yet  how  many  be  of 

ruen  mat  like  Jonah’s  gourd,  fpring  up  for  a  time, 

‘•nCJ  t,!e,n  d';  l'is- next  day,  and  they  comfort  themfelves 
nndei  toe  inadow  thereof.  That  take  them  in  their 
mood,  they  are  a.s  good  as  you  can  w  ilh,  more  than 
men;  but  out  of  it  they  are  brute  bealls,  not  men. 
.U'aatever  is  in  a  godly  man,  the  likenefs  and  fimili- 
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tude  of  it  is  for  a  time  in  an  hypocrite.  Would  you 
have  earned  prayer  lor  a  bleffmg  ?  look  upon  Eiau, 
he  leeks  for  it  with  tears,”  and  mourns  for  it  lor  a 
time.  Would  you  have  following  the  means,  and  that 
the  molt  powerful  and  fearching,  and  joy  in  it  alio? 
See  John  v.  35.  “  What  went  they  out  into  the  wil- 
"  dernefs  to  lee,  a  prophet,”  a  burning  and  fliining 
light,  and  rejoiced  therein  for  a  leal  on.  Would  you 
have  hazarding  life  lor  .haul  and  minidry '  of  the 
golpel  ?  Alexander  did  thus  for  a  time.  Would  you 
have  people  enter  into  covenant  with  God  ?  Look  u- 
pon  the  Ifraelites,  Deut.  xxix.  with  xxxi.  16.  “I 

know  that  after  thy  death  this  people  will  go  a-whor- 
“  ing.”  Would  you  have  thankfulneis  ?  Pial.  cvi.  13. 
“  They  fang  his  praife,  they  loon  forgat  the  Lord.” 
And  thefe  affections  are  for  a  time  dronger  than  the 
faints,  like  land  floods;  and  becaufe  they  are  violent 
and  lirong,  they  lalLnor  long,  but  however  it  argues  a 
wretched  falfe  heart,  Pfal.  lxxviii.  37.  “  Their  hearts 
“  were  not  right,”  bccaufe  not  itedfaft  in  his  cove- 
“  nant.” 

Qbjeft.  But  what  man  is  there  but  changeth  ?  What 
body  fo  healthful,  that  is  found  alway  in  the  fame  tem¬ 
per?  Do  not  the  faints  find  their  hearts  foon  cold,  their 
joy  foon  quenched,  their  affections  loon  Ipent?  This 
therefore  will  diicourage  them. 

A nf.  I  anfwer  in  two  wavs: 

Firfl,  They  fometimes  deny  the  condancy  of  grace, 
where  condantly  it  is,  (for  the  Spirit  of  grace,  in  us  is 
like  life,  for  it  is  eternal  life.  It  is  ever  adting  or  re¬ 
maining  in  the  foul)  and  this  they  do  by  reafon  of  ma¬ 
ny  mi  (lakes.  As, 

1.  They  think  the  grace  of  God  in  them  perilh'eth, 
when  the  aft  ceafeth.  Whereas  a  man  .  may  be  wea¬ 
ry  of  actions  of  life,  where  life  remaineth,  as  in  dck 
men.  A  man  may  have  a  rich  treafure  always  with 
him,  yet  not  always  fpend  it.  There  is  a  gracious 
frame  of  heart  which  the  Lord  regards  chiefly,  which 

is 
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is  before  the  aft,  and  hence  may  be  without  it.  The 
w.ieel  doth  not  run  that  it  may  be  round,  but  it  is 
‘iade  roimd  that  it  may  run.  Hence  when  the  aft  of 
running  ceafeth,  the  frame  whereby  it  is  fit  to  run  a- 

gain,  remaineth,  and  this  is  “  the  feed  of  God  ”  r 
John  iii.  9. 

2.  Many  think  the  a£t  of  grace  ceafeth,  when  it 
doth  not  ait  always  upon  the  fame  object;  as  fome 
tnink,  became  they  have  not  the  fenfe  of  God’s  love 
always,  all  grace  is  loll,  when  it  may  be  there  is  fenie 
o.  corruption  at  that  time,  fometime  God  gives  vidtorv 
over  temptation,  it  rifeth  again:  frow  the  foul  thinks 
the  very  ait  of  grace  ceafeth,  when  yet  is  now  warrinv 
agaiuli  the  temptation;  fometime  the  ipirit  of  grace 
may  lead  a  man  to  prayer  and  fadnefs,  fometime  to  a 

man’s  calling  and  cbeerfulnefs.  The  act  of  grace  is 
1  m all,  its'  dominion  large. 

3.  1  hey  think  they  are  not  confiant,  when  they  are 
not  fo  .at  all  times  as  they  are  at  fome  times  :  As  a 
man  thinks  he  is  inconllant  at  prayer,  becaufe  he  is 
not  all  day  upon  his  knees;  not  heavenly  minded,  be- 
.  caufe  he  :s  not  all  nay  long  piinding  heavenly  thinvs- 
Whereas  the  Spirit  fhould  be  ready  fo  to  do  and  may 
be  at  all  times,  and  in  every  worldly  occafion  to  be 
lowing  and  reaping  fome  lpiritual  good;  yet  it  is  not 
a  lealonal  way  to  be  upon  the  mount.  Sometimes 
Moles  mult  not  come  down  to  the  camp.  God  re¬ 
quires  every  fit  feafon  for  his  fpecial  worihip,  not  e- 
very  particle  of  time. 

4.  Many  think  the  power  of  grace  is  ceafed  and  ta¬ 
ken  away,  when  fome  fpecial  enlargements  are:  As 
a  Chriflian  fhall  find  at  fometimes;  having  fpecial  work 
to  do,  fpecial  miferies  to  go  through,  he  hath  fpecial 
enlargements  of  the  fpirit  of  joy,  courage,  boldnefs  with 
God,  love  and  zeal.  Thefe  lading  not,  he  thinks  all 
is  gone  now.  But  look  as  it  was  with  Jonathan,  i 
Sam.  xiv.  8.  Then  “  he  alone  and  his  armour-bear- 
4  er  went  againll  an  hod,”  yet  i  Saip.  xvii.  ix.  a- 

gainft 
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gainR  Goliah  not  a  word.  Paul,  to  Ins  death  was  a 
faithful  and  able  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  thougn  ome- 
times  his  mouth  flopped,  and  his  heart  ilraitened  .  T 
fhip  may  be  going  to  the  harbour,  though  fonic.irne 

greater,  fometime  leffer  winds.  .  , 

Secondly,  But  yet  I  confefs  there  is  much  chang ;  - 
ablenefs  in  the  faints,  and  unevennefs  in  their  courie, 
and  their  fpirits  are  apt  to  grow  weary  and  taint,  o- 
therwife  they  had  no  need  to  be  exhorted  not  to  be  weary, 
and  when  they  are  lifted  up,  they  foon  inn  own, 
Heb.  xii.  i.  And  hence  quelhon,  Was  mere  evei  gr< 
in  this  heart  ?  But  yet  there  is  much  difference  between 
the  inconftancy  of  the  one  and  of  the  other,  in  three 

1  d  An  hypocrite’s  affedions  when  they  ceafe,  they 
are  raifed  again  by  fome  external  principles  and  mo¬ 
tives ;  but  the  faithful  when  they  have  loll  what  they 
had,  they  recover  it  again  by  a  new  nature,  an  inward 
principle  ;  which  is  an  evidence  there  was  the  being  ot 
grace  all  this  while.  Empty  a  pond,  it  will  never  fall 
again  till  the  clouds  above  it  pour  down  ram.  Empty 
a  fpring,  though  it  fees  no  clouds  in  the  heavens,  yet 
it  runs  of  itfelf,  and  will  fill  itfelf  again.  So  when  a 
hypocrite  is  left  dry  and  empty,  if  iome  clouds  of  dil- 
pleafure,  fears  of  death  and  hell  come,  he  is  filled;  but 
a  child  of  God  when  no  fear  of  death  or  hell,  yet  ma¬ 
ny  times  fomething  within  begins  to  work,  as  in  David, 
pfalm  xxxix.  3.  “  While  muling,  _  the  fire  kindled,” 
the  fenle  of  fin,  to  lie  out  from  God,  to  quench  his 
Spirit,  the  beauty  of  grace,  the  command  ot  God,  the 
honour  of  the  Lord  Jefus  recovers  him,  Heb.  vm.  10. 
Deut.  v.  29.  They  fpake  as  largely  as  any  could  de¬ 
fire,  yet  their  hearts  were  naught,  becaufd  this  came 
from  no  inward  principle,  but  only  from  external  feat . 
“  When  the  priefls  feet  touch  Jordan,  the  waters  Hood 
t£  on  heaps;”  but  ££  when  they  are  pafTed  through,  they 
££  they  overflow  all  the  banks”  again,  accoidmg  to. 

their  nature.  So  when  the  word  is  preached  power¬ 
fully, 

* 
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iully,  and  the  gofpel  with  authority,  and  the  nrieft^ 

touch  men’s  commences,  and, they  come  to^make 
way  for  the  ark,  for  the  Lord,  nvm  fn  flls  fail 
boiore  the  Lord  agaM  ..heir  L„  "s  for “ 
hath  day  me„  are  as  foil  of  good 

as  may  be  yet  pen  fit  at  lad, -John  viii.  30 
tl  Many  believed  when  they  heard  his  word;”  but  then 

aie  you  my  dumpies  if  you  continue.”  All  hypo¬ 
crites  pangs  come  from  external  principles;  and  hence 
take  them  away,  theif  affections  die.  ‘  Sometimes  ?he 

novelty  of  a  thing  affeCls  a  man;  the  fight  of  ft  ore  is 

fc  Shed  ^At  BWlien  ’T""  F°VeS  daily  bread>  « 

1°  a  .lied.  ,  At  firft  ramblers  feet  are  beautiful,  they 

”  a  p,r  nght  6763  l0r  Paul’  ^  afterward 

crii  The,  L0h  ,ln  tnunder  and  ^r  of  death, 

erms  i  ake  away  the  plague.”  A  man  in  affliction 

promi.eth  much;  when  it  is  paft,  his  care  to  find  out 

h.s  fin,  his  Peking  to  be  purged  from  his  fin  ceafeth. ' 

joafh  is  gooa  while  Jehojada  lives.  A  man  is  good  in 

qu.ckenmg  company,  but  “when  iniquity  abounds, 

Jiio  fovr,  waxetn  cold:”  whereas  when  thefe  fail  a 

holy  heart  grows  better.  That  which  makes  the  one 

to  fall,  makes  the  other  to  fear,  and  fo  to  ftand  A 

conceit  carries  a  man  on,  but  when  his  conceit  is  gone 

ie  a  ,  L°°h  as  it  is  with  dead  men,  they  may  have 

heat  and  colour,  but  it  is  from  the  fire;  ’  a  living  man 

may  be  cold,  and  his  beauty  gone,  yet  he  comes  to  be 

iot  again,  not  from  external  heat,  but  internal  life 

within:  He  can  get  himfelf  heat,'  as  we  fay,  fo  it  j3” 

here.  Or  as  it  is  with  the  clock  and  the  fun,  the  one 

.moves  by  art,  the  other  by  nature. 

2.  duppofe  there  be  fome  inward  fpirit  to  raife  af- 
feClions,  yet  thele  graces  aril’e  in  them  without  the  de- 
firu&ion  of  the  contrary  corruption.  And  fo  are  like 
to  Moles’  burning  built,  ”  t hi  bufh  burning,  but  yet 
“  no1  bur,nt;’’  And  thus  it  was  with  Balaam,  “  fodden- 

“  ]y  thc  S?;rit  of  God  came  upon  him,  and  he  faw  the 
“  beauty  of  Jacob’s  tents,  and  bieffed  them”  above  all 

people 
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people  in  the  world,  yet  his  covetous,  malicious  heart 
againft  them  was  not  confu tried :  We  never  read  of 
Balaam’s  mourning  for  want  of  the  fight  of  their  glory, 
and  of  love  to  their  perfons  and  pollerity ;  but  the 
graces  of  the  faints  do  arife  from  the  dying  of  the  con¬ 
trary  lull  or  corruption,  yet  the  being  of  it  remains  in 
full  power,  though  not  in  the  exercise  thereol,  becaufo 
it  is  in  fuch  a  fubjeft  where  corruption  is  dying,  not 
living;  falling,  not  reigning.  Chrilt  dies,  and  fo  lives 
in  his  people;  where  Chrilt  is  indeed,  there  we  are 
fir  ft  buried  with  Chrilt,  before  we  are  railed  by  him. 
Paul  could  do  great  things  lor  Chrilt,  yet  fometimes  is 
weak,  becaufe  his  Itrength  arole  from  the  lenfe  of  his 
own  infufficiency  to  think  a  good  thought.  Ph.e  faints 
fee  great  things,  but  it  is  in  fuch  a  way,  as  that  they 
“  that  fee  not,  might  fee,”  John  ix.  39.  Paul  is  lome-/ 
times  fet  at  liberty  from  pricking  temptations,  yet  he 
hath  them  fometimes  that  he  may  feel  them,  and  lo  he 
raifed  again.  Hence  many  people  iuddenly  find  they 
love  the  people  or  God,  and  love  the  Lord,  but  never 
felt  the  contray  fin;  luipeft  it  is  but  a  pang,  as  Caper¬ 
naum  was  much  affedted,  yet  repented  not. 

3.  The  continuance  of  the  rifings  of  a  iaint  are  life 
to  him;  they  are  his  lire;  his  coolings  and  declinings, 
and  decayings  death:  But  e  contra  to  an  hypocrite,  the 
continuance  of  his  affections  in  ordinances  are  deaths 
and  burdens  to  him,  the  lo! s  of  them  his  liberty  and 
life,  wherein  he  allows  himfelf. 

As  for  example,  take  an  hypocrite  to  prayer,  he  is 
affeCted  for  a  time,  but  let  him  be  long  at  it,  he  is  like 
a  fifh  in  a  fever-fit  out  of  the  water,  Mai.  i.  13.  So 
for  fanCtifying  the  Sabbath,  and  being  very  ItriCt,  but 
flay  long  here  it  is  death'  it  is  burdenfome  to; him;  and 
lienee  we  fhali  fee  his  decays  are  his  life,  and  that  which 
makes  him  walk  loofely  is,  fometimes  he  repents  and 
believes,  and  hath  his  canonical  fet  hours  of  prayer, 
and  he  thinks  this  is  enough,  and  pleafeth  himfelf  with 
this  (who  is  conftant?)  But  now  take  a  child  oi  God 

when 
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when  his  heart  is  enlarged  for  the  Lord,  that  is  heaven ; 
it  is  his  food,  and  now  he  is  in  health,  as  Paul  laid, 
i  Thelf.  in.  7,8.  “  Now  we  live,  if  you  continue  fted- 
‘‘  fall:”  So  lor  others,  fo  alfo  with  himfelf,  Prov. 
iv.  22.  and  if  it  might  be  ever  thus,  then  happy;  and 
the  thought  ol  this  fweetens  heaven;  but  take  a- 
vvay  thefe,  it  is  his  death;  and  hence  he  groans  to 
God  for  the  removal  of  it,  Pial.  cxix.  4,  5.  What 
good  doth  Ghrilf,  mercies,  ordinances,  heaven  do  me 
with  fuch  a  heart?  Be  not  difcouraged  you  people  of 
the  Lord,  nor  encouraged  you  that  are  good  only  in 
your  moods,  as  the  wind  turns  you;  whatever  love 
you  have,  it  is  whorifh,  and  whorilh  tears,  if  you  fol¬ 
low  the  Lord,  and  yet  have  your  haunts,  whatever  fer- 
vice  you  do,  it  is  odious  to  God,  to  work  all  day  for 
another  mailer,  and  twice  a-day  come  to  the  Lord  for 
bread.  Do  you  think  the  Lord  likes  this,  to  tafte  of 
his  grace,  2nd  make  a  meal  of  your  lufts? 

SECT.  VII.  :  v  X : 

Ufe  5.  of  Exhortation .  F IRST,  to  them  that  are 
fallen  to  begin  again,  if  God  would  but  give  you  ears 
to  hear,  (who  like  flrange  eggs)  being  put  into  the 
fame  nelt  where  honefl  men  have  lived,  there  you  have 
been  liacht  up,  and  when  yrou  were  young,  there  you 
kept  your  nell,  and  lived  by  crying  and  opening  your 
,  mouth  wide  after  the  Lord,  and  the  food  of  his  word. 
But  now  your  wings  are  grown,  you  have  got  fome 
afFedions,  fome  knowledge,  fome  hope  of  mercy,  and 
are  hardened  thereby  to  fly  from  God.  Can  that  man 
be  good  whom  God’s  grace  makes  worfe  ?  And  that 
flies  from  God’s  ordinances,  and  people,  and  private 
prayer?  Conftder  what  thou  haft  done. 

1.  You  bring  an  ill  report  and  name  upon  God,  Jer. 
ii.  5.  “  What  iniquity  have  you  found  in  me.”  If  a 
country  be  well  reported  of,  it  is  no  matter  if  fome  o- 
thers  bring  an  ill  name  on  it.  Wife  men  will  not  believe 

them : 
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them:  But  for  the  fearchers  of  Canaan  to  bring  an  ill 
report  of  Canaan,  this  is  fad. 

"2.  Thou  haft  loft  all  thy  prayers,  all  thy  profeffion, 
nay  better  never  to  have  46  known  thefe  ways,”  2  Pet. 
ii.  21.  than  to  for  fake  the  Lord. 

3.  No  man’s  mifery  is  lo  great,  Jude  xiii.  14.  “  the 
“  blacknefs  of  darknefs  is  for  fuch.”  Search  yourfelves, 
you  may  lecretly  depart,  when  you  are  turning  to  the 
Lord,  as  a  fnail  round  about  the  wheel,  the  wheel 
moves  it,  but  it  moves  a  contrary  motion  of  its  own 
from  the  wheel:  Therefore  begin  again.  O  but  will 
the  Lord  receive  me?  Who  knows  but  he  may?  And 
44  heal  your  backflidings,”  Hof.  xiv.  Becaufe  fallen, 
return:  I  know  not  how.  Anf*  Take  words.  But  the 
Lord  may  not  regard  us.  44  You  fhall  grow  like  the  lily, 
'<4  and  be  as  firm  as  Lebanon.” 

Exhortation  2.  “  Let  them  that  Hand,  take  heed  left 
“  they  fall,”  and  you  difcover  your  hypocrify  to  all 
the  world,  or  be  like  the  hypocrites,  whole  beauty  loon 
fades.  And  here  let  me  commend  three  things  to  ycy. 

'  1.  Take  heed  that  there  be  not  found  in  your  hearts 

“  a  root  of  bitternefs,  to  grow  up  and  choak  youY 
Heb.  x:i.  15.  If  your  houfe  be  left  empty,  and  yet  one 
living  luff  left  in  it,  feven  devils  will  enter  again,  44  and 
44  your  latter  end  will  be  worfe  than  your  beginning.” 
You  do  not  know  what  hearts  you  have.  44  Am  I  a 
44  dog,”  faith  Hazael,  ever  to  fall  fo?  Let  there  be  a 
luft  after  any  creature,  you  will  find  the  fpirit  of  pray¬ 
er  die ;  then  to  think  them  too  long  in  the  word,  then 
to  forfake  the  affemblies  of  faints,  then  when  your  luft 
is  met  with  to  oppofe  men,  minifters,  &c.  One  reign¬ 
ing  luft  will  bring  all  into  captivity  to  itfelf,  it  will  flay 
fome,  and  make  others  ferviceable  to  defend  itfelf,  Plal. 
cvi.  14,  15.  • 

2.  Take  heed  of  taking  on  you  the  profeflion  of  a 
Chriftian  courfe  without  finding  the  reft,  peace,  joy, 
fweetnefs  of  fuch  a  courfe,  Prov.  ii.  10,  11.  There  is 
a  fatisfying  pleafantnefs  in  promifes,  commands,  ordi¬ 
nances. 
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nances,  you  will  never  hold  out  elfe:  for  wherever  the 
heart  finds  reft,  there  it  will  abide,  and  for  want  of 
that  it  ores.  Asm  creatures,  if  it  had  reft  there,  the 

Jou  w°ulcJ  not  lle  unquiet ;  if  in  God,  it  would  never 
go  to  the  creature.  Some  fweetnefs  you  may  find,  but 
ioo,c  to  find  full  reft;  as  men  do  find  fome  fweetnefs  in 
creatures,  and  fo  in  ordinances;  yet  being  ufed  to  them 
they  grow  weary  of  them,  becaufe  they  find  no  God 
there,  “  no  fulnefs  of  reft,”  Heb.  iv.  n,  J2.  and  to 
through  all  the  world  you  Ihall  never  have  it:  Get  all 
the  terrors  of  devils  upon  you,  you  will  never  fiand  by 
that ;  confider  therefore  as  it  is  in  fin,  there  is  the  aid, 
and  there  is  the  pleafure,  fo  in  every  ordinance  and 
duty  there  is  both.  All  apoftacy  is  from  this,  ordi¬ 
nances  are  too  burthenfome  unto  men  to  be  held  unto. 

3.  Take  heed  you  neglect  not  private  prayer,  build 
your  houfes  fit  lor  that  purpofe,  though  you  fell  fome 
of  your  clothes;  you  will  for  your  1'wine  to  lie  in,  and 
will  you  not  to  meet  God  in?  one  hour’s  meeting  the 
Lord  in  private  will  quit  your  coft:  And  pray  for  this, 
.do  it  left  you  do  it  in  t?ie  woods,  and  defarts,  and  dens 
of  the  earth:  So  much  ilrangenefs  from  God,  fo  much 
apoftacy  ;  pray  that  you  may  hold  out  in  this  hour  of 
temptation,  that  you  may  with  David,  not  “  be  for- 
“  faken,  when  grey-headed.” 

Thus  you  lee  now  the  particular  difference  between 
wife  and  foo lull  virgins,  and  what  is  the  ground  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  one  and  not  of  the  other?  What  then 
will  be  faid  ?  Can  it  be,  That  there  aie  no  graces  in 
faints:  Or,  That  there  is  no  difference  between  the 
one,  and  the  other? 


E’.<n  OF  TIIE  FIRST  VCEUMF. 
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